




INDIA’S SERVICES 


IN 




41 ^- 

THE WAR.'.^ 


- '^'1 , 


'' ■•, s> / 


' ' - . . ^ V 

„ (f - - r =P V' 


V () L U M K IV. 


BENGAL. 



PHINTKl> BY K. 1>- SKTH, 

AT THIS 

NKWUL KISHORK PKKSS. BUUKNOW. 


1 » 2 2 . 




INDIA’S SERVICES IN THE WAR. 

Volume IV. 


BENGAL 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

CHAFl’ER I. 

Beiigiirs Services in the War 

CHAPTER II. 


Paoe. 


I 




Briigiil uikI tlu‘ Iiidiau Deieiiee Forces 




CHAPTER I. 


BENGALIS SERVICES IN IHE WAR. 

In giving an account of Bengal’s Services in the War with 
Germany the chronicler finds himself in a position of peculiar difficulty. 
He is aware that on one occasion, .speaking at Gujranwala, the 
birthplace of the Great Ranjit Singh, Sir Michael O’Dw} er had made a 
comparison between the recruiting record of Bengal and that of a Sikh 
stronghold, “ to the very decided disadvantage of the latter,'* and 
Bengal certainly has not made a remarkable contribution in men. But 
the reponsibility does not rest with the people of Bengal. Various 
reasons have combined to undermine the martial spirit of the 
Bengali. Ho enjoys an enervating climate and a fertile soil. 
Francois Bernier, who visited India during the days of the Moghuls 
(A. D. 1656 -H> 6 H), spoke thus of the fertility, wealth, and beauty of 
the “ Kingdom of the Bengali.” 

“ Egypt has been represented in every age as the finest and most 
fruitful country in the world, and even our modern vvritei’s deny that 
there is any other land so peculiarly favoured by nature, but th() 
knowledge I have acquired of Bengal, during two visits paid to that 
kingdom, inclines me to believe that the pre-emineiK^e ascribed to 
Egypt is rather due to Bengal. I'lie latt(*r country produces rice in 
such abundance that it supplies not only the nt;ighbou)’ing but nunote 
States. It is carried up the Ganges as far as Patna, aiul ex))orted by 
.sea to Masulipatum and many other parts on the ooa.st of (>)romandel. 
It is also sent to foreign kingdoms, principally to the Island of Ceylon 
and the Maldives. Bengal abounds likewise in sugar, with which it 
supplies the kingdoms of Golkonda and the Karnatic, where very little 
is grown, Arabia and Mesopotamia, through the towns of Maka and 
Basra, and even Pei*sia, by way of Bander Abbas. Bengal likwise is 
celebrated for its sweetmeats. Among other fruits, they preserve 
large citrons such as have in Europe, a certain delicate root about 
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the length of sarsaparilla, that common fruit of the Indies called 
Amba (Mango), another called Aiiminas (Pineapple), small Miiabolans, 
which are excellent, Limes and Ginger. Wheat is^oultivated in sufficient 
quantity for the consumption of the country. The three or four 
sorts of vegetables which, together with rice and butter, form the 
chief food of the common people, are purchased for the merest trifle, 
and for a single Roupee (Rupee) twenty or more good fowls may be 
bought. Geese and ducks are proportionately cheap. There are 
also goats and sheep in abundance ; and pigs are obtained at so low a 
price that the Portuguese settled in the country live almost entirely 
upon pork. Fish of every species, whether fresh or salt, is in the stime 
profusion. In a word, Bengal abounds with every necessary of life.” 

He speaks of the “rich exuberance of the country” and says 
that there is a proverb in common use among the Poituguese, English, 
and Dutch that “the kingdom of Bengal has a hundred gates open 
for entrance, but not one for departure. ” 

Tainc has traced the influence of the race, the surroundings , and 
the epoch upon the elementary state of a peoph*. A different 
climate and situation brings it various needs and consequently a 
different course of action. Man, forced to accommodate himself to 
circumstances, contracts a temperament and a character corresponding 
to them, which are transmitted to and are developed in his progeny. 
The wealth^of Bengal had tended to make the Bengalis ease loving. 
But then the fatal fertility of her flood-stricken shores had made the 
tempests of conquests and the tidal waves of nations sweep across the 
Province and the necessity of fightings for their hearths and 
homos, their fertile acres and their cattle had counteracted the 
tendency of the Bengalis to fight shy of battles on land and water. 
So even during the days of the Moghuls and the Pathans, Bengal 
supplied h^r own army which was not incompetent. It was only 
when the State policy of the English tended to make the Bengalis 
beat their .swords into ploughshares and their speara into pruning 
hooks, when recruiting was stopped in Bengal and the Arms Act 
emasculated the people — that the Bengalis lost their martial spirit. 
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In the time of the Mahomedana a military career was nothing 
unuHuai for a BongalL and histor}^ recoitls the deeds of many 
Bengali Oftictjrs in thtrChny of the Nabobs. The 'Sair Mutagherin” 
tnentions, for instance, Shiamsunder, “a Bengali cadet who, in fact 
commanded the artillery” in Saokatjungs Army. Sitaram, “a clerk,” 
we are told, “rushed among-st thousands of Afghans, and after having 
fought with a strength and fidelity that did him honour, “ fell in battle.” 
This shows that even a clerk, in those da 3 's, knew how to haiidle a 
sword. Sitaram was “controller of the light train of artillery.” The 
name and fanie of Bengali Comniaiidei*s in the arm\" of the Nabobs, 
like Naiiduram and Janki Nath are well known. Bahii Rajcndm Lai 
Achajee has shown that “forgotten Gobindpiir” village is a part of 
modern Calcutta. Gobiiulpur bears the name of Babii Gobindrani 
Mitra, one of the ancestors of Raja Kajendra Lai Mitra. He was a 
.servant of the E. 1. Company under Job Charnock. In ITofi, when 
Calcutta was attacked by Nabob Seraj-ud-Daula, Babu Gobindram 
fought for the (^ompanv and was taken prisoner by the Nabob. He 
was released by the Company after the battle of Plassoy and was 
made a Deputy Superintendent of Calcutta Polict‘ afterwards. There 
is the following statement made bv’^ Kaye and Mallison : “A battalion 
of Bengali Sipahis fought at Plassej’ side by side with their 
comrades from Madras.” There can bo no doubt that the Bengali 
upahis mentioned hen? were Bengalis and not up-countrymen in the 
Bengal Amiy. Bolts in his “Considerations on Indian Affairs” 
(published 1772) pays a glowing tribute to the martial spirit of the 
Bengalis. 

“ The natives of Bengal, whose miseries have of late been greatly 
increased bj^ a calamitous famine, have long looked up to heaven and 
to this nation (the English) for relief. Let such who place their 
seevyity in the pretended degeneracy or effeminacy of the natives 
recollect that they are those very natives who fight our Indian battles; 
which they have sometimes done without a single musket being fired 
by our European ti’oops, to whom thej^ have, on many occasions, 
shown themselves in no way inferior in pei*sonal courage.” 
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fn 1807 Lord Min to wrote of the Bengalis: “I never saw so 
hiindsoine a race. They are much superior to the Madras people, 
whose form I a<lmired also. Those were slender. These are tall, 
musciilar, athletic tigures, perfectly shaped.” 

But circumstances soon changed, recruiting was stopped in 
Bengal and Bengalis were regarded as unfit for military service ! 
And in 1824 Bishop Heber in his Journal said : — 

“ 1 have, indeed, understood from many (quarters, that the Bengalis 
are regarded as the greatijst cowards in India, and that partly* owing 
to this ivputation, and partly to their inferior size, the Sepoy regiments 
are always recruited from Behar and the Upper Provinces. Yet that 
little Army with which fjord Clive did such wonders, was chiefly 
raised from Bengal. So much are all men creatures of circumstanct'.s 
and tjuining.” 

Thus state policy combinc'd with climatic conditions to convert the 
Bengalis into an agricultural people and their “reputation” as 
cowards was given currency to by foreignei*s in their writings. And 
the educaUid Bengali, who found the doors of the Army closed to 
him, devoted himself to intellectual pursuits and achiev(‘d success in 
different spheres of activity. Yet the martial spirit which lay dormant 
in the Bengali now and then revealed itself. Writing in the ('almlht 
Hfnifor in 1847, Mr. Seton-Karr spoke from personal experience of the 
Bengali lal/iial-'i (clubmen) and Siirl'lwallali.s (spearmen) engaged 
in the Indigo factorii?s and said : “It may be a matter of wonder that 
the Bengali, so timid by nature, should lx* as ri^adv to fight as the 
Irishman at Donnybrook Fair.” 

The policy pursued by Government in (‘xcluding Bengalis from 
the Army must, therefore, be h(dd chiefly responsible for the poor 
response which the call to arms raised in the Presidency. But there 
were other causes also. As a profitable career the Army can afford no 
attraction to the Bengali labourer, who can easily earn a rupee a day 
in the jute districts during the jute season, while the fact that 
commissions were withheld from them must be sufficient reason why 
it could not allure the less adventurous spirits of Bengal. 
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When we take all these circiuiistauces, or rather this combination 
«»r eirciimsttinces, into consideration, we can w(‘ll understand why 
Bengal did not supply a considorabh* contingent to th<" Army during 
the War. 

The efforts of Bengal in this respect were summed up by 
Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu in a speech in the Legislative Council of 
His Eixcellency the Viceroy and Oovernor-dencral. Speaking on the 
Indian Defence Force Bill (21st F(‘bruary, 1917) Mr. Basu said: — 
“Mv Lord, delayed as this recognition has been, it was a great mistake*, 
if 1 may say so without impertinence, not to have brought it in when 
t he Great War came upon us, when our youths, moved by the gem*rous 
impulses which are characteristic of youth, came forward in theii* 
liundreds to enlist ; that was the psychological time to strike, for 
enthusiasm wen in youth chills with neglect and delay, and those 
who have studie<I the sjjring's of human action know that a I’ejected 
offei* is hard to renew. In Bengal thousands of young men and others 
who had ceased to be voung, came forward offering to be enrolled foi* 
military service, after some hope had been held out andgreat (uithusiasm 
naturally evoked, canui the orders of a Government which, unhappily 
for us is far removed from the busy concourst; of men and glories in 
its splendid dt‘tachment, to stop the movement. But the youth of 
Bimgal still |)ersevered and they went out to Mesopotamia in th<‘ 
early days of difficulty and unpn spared ness as an Ambulance (^n-ps, in 
which capacity th(*y have rendered good and meritorious service, 
winning the appreciation of their officers. Recently we have tried the 
experiment of a tiny little company. It is a small concern and far 
be it from me to boast of it.” Mr. Basu, who, conjointly with the 
late Lieutenant-Colonel • Sarvadicary, was for a long time at the 
helm of the affairs of the Company, then referred to the internments 
as one of the causes which chilled the enthusiasm of the Bengalis 
and said : The arrests of hundreds of (mr young men, some of them of 
unblemished life and of unimpeachable character, the searches of houses 
of citizens, in many instances leading to nothing absolute of ignorance 
of the public of the cause that led to these arrests and aixl)sequent 
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internments, have oast a shadow over my province and chilled the 
ardour of its youth. What of the parents, the relatives and friends 
of the youths interned? What of the mother crying for her young 
and who would dare to comfort her for the loss of a son deprived of 
his liberty for an unknown and practically unknow'^able offence ? My 
Lord, I have no mind and no heart to refer to these incidents. I 
have referred to them to show the difficulties in our way.'’ 

At the time when Mr. Basu was speaking 262 persons had 
enrolled in the Bengali Company. According to a statement made 
by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in the Council, they 


belonged to the following districts : — 

Calcutta ... ... 56 

24 Pargannas ... .... 22 

Hooghly ... ... 20 

Jessore ... ... ... 19 

Howrah ... ... ... 17 

Nadia ... ... 17 

Dacca ... ... ... 16 

Chittagong ... ... ... 16 

Faridpur ... ... ... 11 

Khulna ... ... ... 10 

Mymensingh ... ... ... 10 

Burd>vfin ... ... ... 8 

Barisal ... ... ... 7 

Pabna ... ... ... 5 

Tipperah ... ... ... 4 

Bogra ... ... ... 3 

Midnapur .... ... ... 3 

Rajshahi ... ... ... 3 

Maldah ... ... ... 2 

Noakhali ... ... ... 1 

Rangpur ... ... ... 1 

Bihar and Orissa ... ... ... 4 

United Provinces ... ... ... 3 
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Central Provinces ... ... ... I 

Assam ... ... ... 2 

Rangoon ... ... 1 

Of these, II were Mahomedans and 251 were Hindus. 

Mr. Basus reference to the “rejected oft*er" needs a word of 
explanation. As soon as the War assunietl alarming proportions, 
people from Bengal offered to enlist as volunteers — the offer coming 
from educated young men. At that time Lord Carmichael was the 
Governor of Bengal. He supported the offm*. But the Government 
of India di(^ not view it with approval, and the offer was rejected, 
alter the leaders of public opinion in Bengal — depending on the 
support of the Governor — had issued appeals to young men to enlist, 
'rhe disappointment was very keenly felt and the Slatesmau of 
England condemned the decision of the Government of India. It 
said that the sight of Europeans parading in the Maidan, while they 
themselves were denied the right to enlist, must have been galling 
to the Bengalis' sense of self-respect. Mr. Basu made an indirect 
attack on the policy of distrust in his Congress Presidential . address 
in 1914, and said : — 

“ There is no use in vain regrets, but one cannot help thinking 
that under different circumstances, England could have put to-day on 
the battlefields of Europe not seventy thousand Indian soldiers, but 
a wall of men against which German militarism could have hurled 
Itself in vain. And has not India justified the faith in her ? In this 
hour of danger the cry has come from every part of India, from all 
communities and classes, fora rush to the front ; it is oblivious of the 
past and impregnate with the future. And may I, as your spokesman 
and as the President of this Congress, addressing myself to Lord 
Hardinge, tell him that this future is in his hands, that it will be a 
glory of his own. Unparalleled in history, if India realizes this 
future before he lays down his office ; my appeal to him is not in the 
name of personal glory, it will be glory to the Most High, for future 
generations in India and England will bless his name, for he will have 
done incalculable good to both." 
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Hut this (li.Sri|)p?>iutin(M)t — keen ;is it was —did not make the 
Bengali leaders lose heart, 'fhey said that unless they persevered 
tin* opportiinitv would never eome. And they dt*eided upon sending 
a Hos|)ital Ship nianm^d by Bengalis to Mesopotamia, foi* whieh 
permission was granted tlunn. So money was laised amt a ship 
pnrchase(|. ITnfbrtnnattdy sh<* was not seaworthy and sank on her 
way to Mesopotamia in the Bay of Bengal. 

[Tnfortnnate as th(‘ experience was, it only s(‘rved to encourag(‘ 
the Bengalis to make up tln^ loss and, thanks to the energy of the 
late Lieutenant-Colonel S. F. Saiwadicar>, the* work o^‘ thi* Bengal 
Ambulance Corps was ])ushed on and young mem —accustomed to a 
life of ease and luxury — went out to Mesopotamia. The service they 
rendered has won th(‘ admiration of the ofticers. Some of them 
were with Ceneral Townstuid when Kut feJl and were taken 
prisomu’s by the Turks. The writer of the present volume' was in 
Mesojjotamia after the fall of Kut and can bear testimony to the 
respect in which th(^ Bengali youths were held by the natives of 
Meso])otamia. The Bengali Hospital at Amara was the place when* 
(‘onfidence was established b(‘tween the conquering British Force 
and the civil population. 

After the jmccessful work of the Ambulance Corps, permission 
was gianted to a little com])any which gradually gr(*w in foi-m and 
magnilmh*. 

It took the (fovernnu'nt of Bengal sometime to render active 
help to th(* lead(*rs who had been Avorking hard to make* the f)oubh* 
Company a signal success. f)r. S. K. Mullick and his friends 
deservi! all honour for the pioneer work. Afterwards the (Jovernment 
arranged for n*cniiting meetings in mofussil centres and local officers 
were in.structed to help the members and agents of the ^^»myJany 
( 'ommittee. 


PuKss Deimhwtiox to Mesopotamia. 

Before arrang<unents for publicity woik were made the 
Covernment of India asked the (iovemm<*nt of Bengal to se’nd 
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representatives on the Press Deputation to Mesopotamia in 1917. 
The Government of Bengal selected the following journalists : — 

Mr. J. A. Saiidbrook, Editor, the KnulU/fniau. 

Mr. E. Digby, td' the. Associated Press of India. 

Mr. Hemendra Prasad Ghose, Editor, the HaamiKtll. 

Other members of the Deputation were : — 

Mr. T. E. Wei by, Editor, the Madras Mail. 

Mr. J. H. Thormilley, of the Pioneer, 

Mr. N. M. Joshi of the Servants of India Soci(*ty. 

Ml*. Mahbub Alam, Editor, the Palm Akhhitr. 

Memlx rs of this d(‘putation visited Mesoiiotamia and saw Basra, 
Amara, Baghdad, and Samara. 

The PrHLiciTY Boaiid. 

Thi! Publicity Board was a late conception. But as the need of 
providing th(* public with fuller information about tlui War becann* 
acute early in July, 1918, the following was issued by 

th(‘ Government of Bengal: - 

As thi‘ outcome of tlui Delhi Confeienc.i'. it has been d(‘cid(*d to 
set up a Pi-ovincial Publicity Board to aid in tin' dissi'inination of 
correct information touching the War and the various questions of 
importance arising therefrom. The Board has been constituted as 
follows: — 


Pkesidknt. 

^riie Hoii. H. Boiiqias, i.e.s. 

Memheus. 

The Hon. Mr. K. W. Carter, (M.E., (’.n.K. 
The Hon. Mr. W. E. (h'um, fi.n.E. 

Mr. J. H. Wiggett, o.R.E. 

Mr. D’Arcy Lindsay. 

Mr. T. H. (^ampbell-Howes. 

Mr. E. H. Turner. ^ 
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Mr. J. C. K. Ptitersoii, i.c.s. 

The Hon. Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

The Hon. Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon. Mr. Surendra Xath Banerji. 

Babu Moti Lai Ghosh. 

Babu Panch Kauri Banerji. 

Mr. J. F. Madan, o.h.e. 

Dr. S. K. Mullick, c.b.e. 

I'he Hon. Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq. 

'rhe Hon. Mr. Aininur Rahman. 

Mr. J. A. Jones. 

Mr. J. A. Sandbrook. 

Mr. P. Lovett. 

Babu Hemendra Prasad Ghose. 

Babu Krishna Kumar Mitm. 

Babu Anibika Charan Bajpai. 

Maulvi Akram Khan. 

Mr. J. N. Roy, Secretary. 

The Board did some useful work in giving Publicity to War 
news in allaying alarm and in creating confidence in the people of 
Bengal. 

Journalists’ Visit to Western Front. 

When, a few months after the formation of the Board, the 
Ministry of Information asked the Government of India to select a 
few Journalists from India to visit the Western Front, the Government 
of Bengal selected : — 

Mr. J. A. Sandbrook to represent tho Anglo-Indian Press of 
Bengal, and 

Mr. Hemendra Prasad Ghose to represent the Vernacular Pres.s 
of Bengal. 

Other membei-s of the Delegation were : — 

Mr.’ Kasturiranga Iyengar, Editor, The Hifidtt (Madi-as). 

Mr. G. K. Devadhar of the “Servants of India Society” (Bombay). 
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Mr. Muhbub Alain, Editor, the Paim Akhhar (Ijahore). 

I'he Delegation visited Egypt, Italy, France, Belgium, and Great 
Britain, and saw the devastation caused by the War. 

India’s Contribution to War Loans. 

India cfuitributed liberally to the War Loan. The total amount 
subscribed ti> the Loan through the Aceountant-Generars office or 
through tlu‘ treasuries in Bengal was: — 


/VV.v/ /A (tr Jjomi . — 


Rs. 

Main Scheme 


84,00,000 

Government Scheme 

... 

3,56,000 

Bank Scheme 


4,94,600 

• 

Totai. 

.. 92,54,700 

Stfcond IVar Loan , — 

Main Scheme 


.. 48,98,500 


Total amount was Rs. 1,41,58,200, out of which Rs. 78,600 was 
contributed through the Post Office and rejireseiited chieHy the 
contribution of the poorer classes. 

In making the War Loan successful Mr. D’Any Lindsay was 
helped by all sections of the community while most of the 
newspapei’s published advertisiunents of the Loan at rale.s |ow«*r than 
their usual charges. The fact ami .sympathy td Lord Hona.ldsha\ 
were a great help to the organizei-s of the Lt)an.. 
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BENGAL AND THE INDIAN DEFENCE FORCE. 

Calcutta University’s Efforts. 

On the 8th October, 1917, His Excellency the Viceroy made a 
pronouncement in the Legislative Assembly regarding the formation 
of the Indian Branch of the Indian Defence Force. As an 
4‘xperiinentnl nu'asure there wcuv to be 6,000 applications for 
enrolment from India, Bengal contributing 1,000. On the 12th 
February, 1917, an inhjrmal meeting was held in the chambers of the 
Hon’ble the Vice-('hancellor and a Provisional Committee, consisting 
of himself as President, many represei^tatives of affiliated colleges 
as members, and Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikari, <M.E., and Professor T. S. 
Sterling, M.A., as Joint Secretaries, was formed to carry on a publicity 
campaign, act as an information bureau and generally to prepare 
things for a big response in ease the Government called upon the 
University to find men. There were several meetings of this 
Committee and much useful work was done. 

On the 19th June, 1917, His Excellency the Viceroy telegraphed 
to the Hon'ble Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhikarv, Kt., c.l.E., . as 
follows : — 

“I hope you have received by now from Army HeadquArtera 
the revised regulations passed with a view to enabling Univei-sity 
students to comply with the requirements of the Indian Defence 
Force Act, without interfering with the course of studies. We hope 
by means of these new regulations to have a Company enrolled in 
each University.” 

The matter came up for discussion at a meeting of the Senate on 
the 7th July, 1917. It was referred to the Faculty of Law for opinion 
whether the University was legally competent to undertake 
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the raising of such Corps ui* spend money and raise subscriptions for 
the purpose. The faculty reported adversely. At the next meeting, 
the Senate, however, resolved as follows : — 

“ That the Senate in Committee, while regretting its inability 
under the law to sanction the proposal of the Syndicate, records its 
opinion that it is desirable to form a University Corps to be a part 
of the Indian Section of the Indian Defence Force and a Double 
Company for the Bengali Battalion, without throwing any burden on 
the funds of the University.” 

The following faciliticis to members of the Corps were 
granted : — 

“ The students of affiliated colleges who may be in Military or 
Naval training or in service in any branch connected with the 
Army or Navy for any period, in connection with the present War, 
will, for purposes of admission to their respective examinations, be 
deemed to have attended all lectures and praetiwil work during such 
period in their respective classes in the subjects taken up by them, 
provided they produce certificates of having been in such servici' 
from the officer under whom they were in training or service.” 

‘‘ Provided also that, in the case of students with science subjects, 
they produced certificates from their principals or some other 
competant ajithority approved by the Syndicate, to the effect that 
they have taken a satisfactory course of practical work in thes(^ 
subjects.” 

The Senate also appointed a standing committee consisting of the 
Hon'ble Sir A. T. Mukerjee, Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikari, Mr. T. C. Turner, 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. T. Calvert, to advise what furthtir facilities 
might be gmutod. After that a non-official Committee of nine 
Fellows was formed to take th<* matter of organization in hand. It 
was proposed to raise funds by public subscriptions. Sir Rashbehary 
Ghose promised a donation of Rs. 10,000 and the balance estimated 
was proposed to be raised by subscriptions from the affiliated colleges 
and schools and registered graduates, Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikari 
guaranteeing to find or make good any shortcomings. Several 
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recruiting meetings were held in various colleges by the members of 
the Committee and several thousands of circulars and enrolment 
forms were printed and circulated throughout Bengal, with the result 
that within a month 1,369 names were duly registered and submitted 
to the authorities by the 28th xiugust, 1917, which was declared the 
last date for enrolment. 

The Committee approached the Military authorities to arrange 
for the medical examination of the applicants so that the training 
could commence during the Puja vacation. But, in spite of all 
efforts, the medical examinatituis could not be taken in hand more 
than one week before the vacation. Altogether 629 applicants 
presented themselves for medical examination at the Corps Office 
and 526 were declared medically fit, besides about 1 50 found fit at 
Dacca and Rajshahi, and other centres, to fill vacancies for only 250. 
Representations were made to the Government by the Committee for 
permission to form at least three companies of 250 each, instead of 
only one as sanctioned. 

In spite of repeated requests in writing and made in the course 
of personal visits to the authorities of the Presidoncy Brigade, it was 
not found possible to begin the training till the 3rd December, with 
very short notice, as a result of which only 482 could be presented for 
training on the appointed day. Many could not come up owing to the 
short notice and also to the fact that their examinations were near at 
hand. 

Training commenced under circumstances of great difficulty and 
disadvantage. There was no equipment, no adequate number of 
Instructors, a constant change of Instructors and various other 
inconvenience owing to the want of a permanent Commanding Officer 
and Headquarters, with the result that the first XC hours’ drill, which 
was to have been finished in the course of a month, was spread over 
two months and a half On the. I6th February, 1918, the first 
company went into camp on the Elleiiborough Course (Calcutta 
Maidan) to complete their training in advanced training, musketry 
practice, and shooting. 
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The rationing of the men in camp was another diflSculty. The 
regulations provided for the issue of a dry ration on a senile of 
annas two per day per head. As a result of negotiations by the 
Committee, the privilege was obtained to draw 4 annas per day, in 
money instead. As this amount was not half enough to provide two 
meals and two tiffins a day, the Committee had to provide an 
additional 4 annas from the corps fund and made arrangements for 
supplying cook(‘d food for the nnm I'he cost went up to 12 annas 
per head in the case of B. ( Jornpany. 

On the 2nd March, 1018, 100 men of the (Calcutta University 
Infantry (in Camp) formed a Guard-of- Honour to His Excellency 
the Rector, on Convocation Day at the Senate House. The smart 
appearance and sijldierly bearing and the perfect manner in which 
they presented arms were commented upon vcjry tavourably by all. 
One M. Sc., 19 B. A.’s and 9 B. Sc.’s took their degrees at this 
Convocation. 

Addressing the Convocation H. E. the Rector said : — 

“ My first words must be words of congratulation to those gallant 
sons of the University who have responded to the call of King and 
Empire, and are now undergoing a term of military training. We 
are all glad to see them here .to-day, and we offer them our 
congratulation^, not only upon the smartness of their bearing, but also 
upon the spirit of patriotism which promoted them to respond so 
readily to the call. It is a proud day for the University to see her 
sons ranged up for the receipt of their degrees clad in the uniform of 
the King.” 

The Camp was removed to Belghurriah Shooting Range for 
two weeks for target practice, breaking up on the 26 th April, 1918, 
after having done 74 days’ preliminary ami 70 diiys’ camp training. 

In the Recruiting Rtxlly and Route March on the 14th July, 
1918, the University Infantry took a prominent part and was very 
highly spoken of by the press and the public. 

During the academic year, “ A” Company of the corps, which had 
finished training, took part in several functions. 
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“ B” Company, 217 Htrong, lott Calcntta for Madhnapiir on .‘list 
October, 1918, for two irionths’ camp training. 

The Infantry as a whole took part in the Proclaiiiation Parade. 
The men acquitted themselves entirely to the satislaction of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and the Military authorities. 

According to the terms of its creation, the corps was to have been 
disbanded with all convenient speed after the termination of the 
War. But the success of the corps as a piece of University activity 
had enabled the Committee to obtain sanction for its permanent 
retention on the following terms: - 

1. The strength of the corps to be raised from half a battalion 

to a full battalion. 

2. Commandant and eight Commissioned Officers and K) 

Indian Officers all to be Professor's of the University oi* 

University Officials. 

8. 80 Non-Commissioned Offic<‘rs and 904 men are allowed to 

be selected from the studo*nts of the affiliated colleges. 

4. l() British Instructors to be permanently attached to thv 

corps. 

5. Enlistment to be for 0 years. 

6. Headquarters to be for the present in Fort William and in 

College Square as so^on as possible. 

i. 100 drills a year, including 0 days in camp. 

8. Pay and allowance as permissible under the regulations. 

C-ALcuTTA University (J()rp.s. 

Recruitment was opened on the 9th .January, 11)19, to make up 
the strength of the Calcutta Dc3tachment of the University Battalion 
which had become a permanent Corps, with a sanctioned strength of 
1,000 men of all ranks. 1,0.50 applications were ivceived up to the 
24th February, 1919, when recruitinimt v as .stopped and Mi'dical 
Examination of the applicants begun. Though there were only about 
300 vacancies, 513 w(*ri* pa.sse<l fit. Training was started on the 
29th July, 1919. 
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During the big Postal Strike over 100 members voluntarily 
gave up their holidays for a week and came back from their homes at 
their own expense and most cheerfully did postmen’s work in the city 
and suburbs in the hottest part of the year. This action of theirs 
helped the authorities to tide over a very serious difficulty. 

VVh(m the Afghan trouble broke out a circular was sent round 
to empiire as to how many would volunteer for service if required and 
over 60 pur cent, promptly responded. The offer elicited the following 
reply from H. E. the Governor : — 

“Government House, Calcutta. 

19fk May, 1919. 

“ My Dear Dr. Sarbadhikari, 

“ It was with great pleasure that I received your telegram a short 
time ago conveying to iim the otter of the University Corps for service 
against Afghanistan. I at once submitted the offer to the Military 
authorities for their consideration. It appears unlikely that the 
operations on the Frontier will be of a very prolonged character, and, 
in any case, it is probable that the Military authorities will take the 
view that it is desirable that the University Corps should be retained 
for use in Calcutta, should the necessity arise. I have no reason to 
suppose that any such necessity will occur, but in view of the 
unfortunate distpurbances which have taken place in different parts of 
India, I am glad to think that in the Calcutta University Corps, the 
city possesses a Contingent upon which it can at all times count to 
render useful assistance to th<‘ authorities who are chaiged with the 
duty of maintaining the observance of law and order 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) RONALDSHAY. 

Dr. S. P. Sarbadhikari, C.I.E." 

There was an inspection by the General Officer Commanding, 
Presidency Brigade, General L. N. Younghusband, on the 10th 
December, 1919, who expressed his entire satisfaction on the excellent 
manner in which the men acquitted themselves. 
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On the 1st January, 1920, the Corps took piirt in the Proclamation 
Parade. The men acquitted themselves very well. 

Two Guards-uf-Honour were furnished to H. E. the Rector and 
H. E. the Chancellor on the occasion of the Convocation of the Senate 
on the 2nd and 5th January, 1920, respectively. H. E. the Rector, 
after inspecting the Guard-of-Honour, asked the Coimnanding Officer 
to convey to the men "'his admiration of the smart appearance and 
steadiness of the men on parade.** At the Convocation on the 5th 
January, 1920, H. E. the Chancellor, in the course of his address, said : 

“There is one more matter to which I should like to make 
a brief allusion, and that is the formation of your Univei’sity Corps. 
No one who has been present at the past two Convocations can but 
have been impressed by the smart appearance of the Ouaixl-of-Honour 
and the outward and visible effect of their training. But I am glad 
to hear that it is not only in these outward matters that the Corps 
has had a marked effect upon its members. The members of the 
Corps have shown themselves to be not only smart in their outward 
appearance, but to have been no whit behind their fellows in their 
intellectual achievements. I can only attribute this to the excellent 
effect which the physical exercises demanded by drill has iipon them. 
The old Latin tag mna itt cor pore nano is always true, and if 

a man takes care of his body it must follow, as the night the day, 
that the healthiness of his physical frame will react upon his mind. 
I have always felt the very <leepest interest in tin; prosperity of your 
University Corps; each year that I have been here I have taken 
consultation with those who are interested in it as to its welfiire and 
its progress, and each year I have been able* to do something to 
improve the conditions under which it exists. I am convinced that 
we have in the University Corps a bcsly of which ' not only the 
Univeraity will be proud, but which will itself have a most valuable 
influence upon the life of the Univemity. You may depend 
upon it that I will not relax my interest in its welfare and 
that I will do everything in my power to foster it and to make it a 
success.** 
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8 M.A.’s, 5 M.Sc.’s, 18 R.A.*s, 8 B.Sc.’s, and 6 B.L.’s, took their 
Degrees at this Convocation. One M.A. was awarded a gold medal 
and one B.A. was awarded three gold medals. 

Next year recruitment was opened on March, 1920, to make up 
the strength of the Calcutta Detachment of the University Battalion 
which is now a permanent corps with a sanctioned strength of 1,000 
men of all ranks. 000 applications were received up to 15th March, 
1920, when recruitment was stopped and nuidical examination of the 
applicants began. 300 vacancies won*, filled by the 18th March, 1920. 
Further recruitment was opened on 1st September, 1920, to fill up 
150 vacancies caused by the retirement of some “A” and “B” Company 
members owing to their absence from town. The vacancies were filled 
by the 25th September, 1920. Parades have been going on throughout 
the year. On the 21st July, 1920, there was a Muster Parade for all 
ranks on the Presidency College grounds, in which Lieut.-Col. 
Sarvadhicary and Major Rankin, Commanding Officer of the Coiqps, 
addressed the members and encouraged them to attend parades 
regularly. 

There was an inspection by the General Officer Commanding 
Presidency Brigade, Major-General Sir Sydney Lawford, on the 
28th Septeijjber, 1920. He expressed his entire satisfaction and 
congratulated the men on the excellent manner in which they had 
acquitted themselves. 

On the 1st January, 1921, the Corps took part in the Proclamation 
Parade. The men acquitted themselves well. 
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In intnxJiicino- Volume TV of the stMies comprising Imlix’s 
Sei vi(u:‘s in the Wjii‘,n\o beg to aeknow lcdgi‘ onr very great iii<i<‘btedne.ss 
to the iidmirably concise, complete, and \vt‘11 got up work issued under 
the auspices of the (h)\ei*nment of Bombay and l ut il lt'd “ War Relief 
Work in the Bombay Presidency.” * 

Another work to which we an* als<» much ind«*bl,ed that \ejy 
interesting book “ 'fhe Sepoy,” by Edmund C\*mdler. t 


* PutUisljfVi liy the litfhf lioiiitmy. 

t t-tuirtou : .roliii Mill ray. 










INDIA’S SERVICES IN THE WAR. 

CHAPTER I. 

[NTRO DTK TOR Y. 

'PilK striitc^ncal and ![>engra.phieal position of J^oinlmy natnmllv 
made that city a c<nitrc of th<‘ ^roatesst activity during the whole 
cours(‘ ol the Wai’. 4die further fact that Hoinhay is specially' well 
e(jui])]M‘d with docks and wharves, poss(\sses large* iron, steel, and 
othei* in<lustri(*s, and is the prinedpal ])ort on the west coast, still 
1‘urthcr enhanced thi* iinportanct* of Bombay as tiu* main port for the 
embarkation and d<‘bai‘kation of j,roops proct‘(*ding on, or n‘turning 
from, active service. 

How the* Bombay Pr(‘sid<‘ncy rose* to the occasion can l)e.*st be 
de^scribed by epiotations from a speech made by H. E. Lord Willingdon 
then Ofivernor of the.^ Presidency : — 

“ Yhc despatch of large; ove*rseas forces to Frani*e*, Mesopotamia, 
Af] ie-a, and Egypt was ooiu;entrated on the port of Bombay and, te) a 
h*sse*r e*xtent, on Karachi, A gre*at t)p])ortunity for useful work was 
thus adordeei to the j)e*oph* of this Presidency in general, and of 
thexse* citie\s in particular, and T think it may be fairly said that this 
opportunity was fully utilized. The* gre;ater part e>f the work fell 
U[)on ])rivate‘ or semi-private organizations and a large j)ortion of it 
therefoi*e falls outside; the scope of a review of the administratiem of my 
floveunnu*nt. 8o much, howe‘ve*r, was elue, if I may bo alloweel hen* 
to say so, to the organizing ability e)f Her Excellency Lady Willingdon, 
and so much als<» was carrie*d out undt*r my supervision, so much 
too has be*e;n e‘Rbcted with the* active assistance of many officers 
if my (lejvernment, that a re*fe*reiice to the War ae;tiviti(;s of this 
Presidency and e^f Bombay city may be* conside;reel pe*rmissible. The 
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funds raised for the I join bay Presidency War Relief Fund and for 
the Women's Branch of the same fund reached nearly 90 lakhs of 
rupees, and T venture to think that the amount of useful ^vork that 
has been done with those funds has been enoi-moiis. ” 

Again, in the course of the same speech, His hlxeelh-ney said: “ I 
must not hu-get the good work done by its sc'afaring classes, who 
readily came forward to piuform the indispensabh* duty of manning 
our ships in spite of the many dangei's that awaiterl thtun/’ 

For reasons (‘xplained in a subse<jiu‘nt chapt(U- of this woi*k, 
Bombay Presidency, as compare<l with the brilliant achi(*vements of 
the Punjab and the United Provinces, was unable to do much in 
the matter of recruiting, but otherwise^ the IVc sideiay did all that 
could b(‘ reasonably ex])ect(*d from it. Ind(*ed in sonu' reports the 
Presidency did more than other Presidencies and Provinces, //., the 
funds collected for and the institutions tbrnu'd for tin* 1\‘chnieal 
training in various trad<‘s of disabled Indian soldiers who w(‘re unfit 
for further military service' from any cause ; search woi'k (tht‘ tracing 
of missing and wounded men) and some* e)the*rs. 1^h(* pee)ple e)f the 
Presidency gave freely te) the varie)us charitable* funds that were* 
instituted anel many worked persemally and he)ne>rarily for the succe*ss 
of the various institutions. 

The we)men^e)f the Presidency formed a Branch of tht'ir e)wn e)t 
the BeDinbay Presidency War and Belief Fund, which fre)m its veiy 
inception pre)ved a very successful undertaking and cai'ried e>ut an 
enormous aine)unt e)f useful we>rk. 

The Beunbay Presidency has eve*iy reasem te) be proud e)f the aiel 
its people rendereel in the (fr(*at War. 



CHAPTER 11. 


RECRUITING. 

As iiu*i\t.i<»uu(l ill Chapter 1 the Biaiibay IbvsiiU nev was ahiu 
to <lo comparatively little in the supply of reernits for the arniv. ’^riu* 
flirticulty which supervened to prevent a hettt‘r ri‘sult can best b(‘ 
stati‘(l by an extract from a very comprehensive summaiv by His 
Excellency Lord Willingdon on War work in thi‘ Homhay Presidency 

“ Now let me say a word about n^cruitment and as regards 
participation in the battles of the Gn^at War. I vt‘nture to think 
that the share taken by the fighting men of this Presidt^ncy, though 
small in volume compared with the achievenuuits of the rac(‘s of some 
other portions of India, has been a highly creditable oiu'. 

“Before the War little had been heard for nianv yeais of the 
M ah ratta soldier or of the regiments recruited from this PresideiicN. 
Their record had been long and honourable, but lack of opportunity- 
had cau.sed them to sink into something approaching oblivion. Th** 
stea<ly valour diaplay(‘d by the Mahratta soldiera in Africa and in 
Mesopotamia not merely on the many occasions when ample sue<*t‘ss 
attended our armies, but in the far more trying test of difficulty and 
<lefeat, enabled his good (jualities to be estimated at thtur old and tnu' 
woj'th. Some disappointoient has been expnvssed that when tbo gicat 
call for mort* recruits was made, thi* numbers forthcoming from the 
Bombay Presidency did not ecjual those* that readily offered themse lves 
from certain jxirtions of this great country. But our diffiiailties 
must be borne in mind. Military traditions existed only among a 
few of the numerous races that compose the population of this 
Presidency. Recruitment had been for many yeai-s confined to two of 
these races only — the Mahrattas and the Deccani Mahomedans. It. 
had* been discounted among a i-ace which had always shown steady 
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loyalty and courage — tlu* Mchai*s. The backbone of the Bombay 
army was indeed, as it always had been, the Mahratta soldier, but the 
military traditions, even of the Mahratta, were not common to all 
districts. Employment at high wages, which did not involve thi* 
hardships and separations of military service, awaited them at thc*ii* 
dooi’s and many yeai*s of prosperity and 4»rganlzed industry had turned 
the thoughts of the people int<» peaceful paths. Ni* verthidess, I venture 
to think, a great deal was accoinplishe*!. In the first two and a half 
years (»f the War, i. e., to the en<l of thi‘ ytair Ibid, only men 

had been recruited. After that datt‘, the Civil authoritii‘s wei-e 
associated in an ever-increasing degree with lecruitment. 

“ In the year 1917, 2d,883 men were obtained foi* the combatant 
and non-combatant forces. For the ten months ending 81st October 
1918,40,583 men had been obtained. In all, just 74,000 men were 
recruited within that period, but this does not represent the total 
contribution of the man power of thi* Presidimey, because before 
recruitment for non-combatant forces was fully brought within the 
recruiting system, a largt; number of men, especially from Cujrat 
and Bombay city, had gone to Mesopotamia for railway and other 
employment in which skilled labour was necessary. Th(*i-e is one other 
matter with regard to recruitment which, I think, may be of inttm^st 
to honourable membei's, and that is that 84 tJivil Assistant »Surgeons 
and 8 Sub- Assistant Surgeons, who volunti^ered for military duty, 
were grant(Ml temporary commissions in the 1. M. S. In addition to 
those, 152 permanent Civil Sub- Assistant Surg(‘ons out of a strength 
of 525, and 11 temporary Sub-As.sistant Surgeons were lent to the 
Military Department. The percentage of (8vil Sub- Assistant Surgeons 
lent was higher (29'8) than that of any other Province except tlu* 
Punjab (88 per cent.) and was absolutely the highest in the* case of 
those who volunteered for active service, being 38 out of 165 or 23'8 
per cent., while the Punjab, which comes next, gave 80 out of 198 or 
15*8 per cent. This is a matter, 1 think, of great congratulation to 
Bombay. 

“These figures are, as I have indicated, small indeed comj)4ired 
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with tiu* splendid record of tlu‘ Puiijah and tlio United Provinces. 
But the very difficulty of the task indicates the enonuous amount of 
wor k done by the recruiting officers and district officials, and also by 
many non-official gentlemen who showed their loyalty to Government 
by undertaking the arduous task of obtaining men. As an example 
of tht* great etf’orts that were made to obtain the required number of 
combatants, it may be mentioned that in addition to the Mahratta 
find Deccani Mahomedan communities to which, as I have said, 
recruiting was restricted at the beginning of tin* War sanction was 
obtained for recruitment of men from no l(‘ss than eleven new 
communities in addition to the rticruitment cfirried on for Special 
Companies in Sind and in Kathiawar, when tlu' recruitment was 
carried out on a territorial basis ami included most of the varied classes 
of these Provinces. Of these communities 1 would mention especially 
the Mehars in order to express a hopi^ that th(* battalion which has 
been successfully established may remain as ji permanent unit of the 
Indian Army, to allow an outlet for honourable service to this deserving 
community. And I would further refer to the Special Companies 
of Bhendaries and Berads which have bi*en warmly commended by 
the officers who have had to deal with them. Without making an 
invidious distinction between the different parts of the Presidency, I 
would like to refer to the splendid record of Rutnagri, the Southeni 
portion of Kolaba, and the little State of Sawant-Wadi, to the efforts 
of my friend His Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur in the Southern 
Deccan and to the Surat district which, though not mibtary in its 
character, supplied a veiy large number of ineii to meet the demand 
for skilled labour.” 

In connection with Lortl Willingdon’s pj*aise of the Mahratta 
soldier we give an extract or two from that highly interesting book, 
“The Sepoy,” by Edmund Candler. Writing of the Mahmtta sepoy 
and of the “surprise” expressed by a newspaper at the gallantry 
shown by the Mahratta sepoy, Mr. Candler sciys : “The Mahratta 
hoi'semaii was once a name to conjure with, and the sword of Siwaji 
has left a dint in history legible enough. He was once the “Malbrovck ” 
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of Hindustan. If the nuxiern Mahratta has fallen under an eclipse 
the cause has been largely geograpliical. Our frontier campaigns 
have never offered the Indian Army active service enough to go 
round ; certainly the Bombay Army has not come in for its share, 
and Saihan, on the 15th of November, 1914, was the fii'st pitched 
battle in which a Mahratta Regiment, constituted as such, had been 
engaged. What honour he earned before that went to swell the 
collective ])restige of class-company reginuuits, for it was not until th(' 
Indian Army was reorganized in 1897 that thii Mahratta battalion 
carni* into being. 

“ It was a Sapper who fii-st opened my eyes to the virtue of a 
Mahratta and that was before the War. 

“ Who do you think the pick of your lot ' ” 1 asked. 

“ The Mahratta,’’ he replied, unhesitatingly. 

“ Because he can dig i ” 

“None better. But it is his grit I was thinking of. \\l as soon 
have a Mahratta with me in a scrap as any one.” 

“()n(‘ heard little or nothing of the Mahratta in France, yi‘t it 
was a Mahratta \vho earned the Medailh* Militaire — I believe, the 
first bestowed on an Indian — for an unobtrusivt* bit of work at 
Givenchy on the 1 Ith of December, 1914. We took a German sap-head 
that day and drove the Huns down their communication trench, and 
then we had to sap back to our owui lines, while another saj) was 
being driven forward to meet us. For twenty-three hours the small 
party was cut off from the rest of the lines, and thtw worked stt^adily 
wdth their backs to the enemy, bombed at and fired on the whole 
time. Supplies ran short and we threw them a rope with a stone on 
it, and they dragged ammunition and food and bombs into the trench, 
bumping over the German dead, and the Mahratta took his turn at 
the traverse covering the party, as cool iis a Scot. 

“To follow the exploits of the Mahratta Battalions from the 
battle of Saihan on the 15th November, 1914, to Ctesiphon is to follow 
tht‘ glorious history of the (ith Division. Up to and including 
Ctesiphon no Mahratta Battalion was given a position to attack w'hich 
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it did not take and in the rotireineiit on Kut-el-Ainanili their 
st(‘adineKs was w(dl provt*d.” 

The writer also praise ;s tht‘ Deecaiii Mahoinedans and relai<*s hou 
they too have brought ln)nour to the Deccan. “ At CU,esiph«>n a double 
company of tluun werii attacking a ]>osition. Tlu*y lost all five' e>fiice‘rs, 
the British Subaltern killed, two Jamadars woundeMl, two Subadars 
killed. One Subadar, Mirza Rustam He^’, was wounded twice' in the' 
attack, but we'ut e)n aiiel re'ce'ive'd his ele*ath-we)unel within tweuity-fi ve* 
\arels of the' I'liemy. 'fhe* rest e»f the' e*e)mpany wt'ut on le'd by the* 
Havilelai-s aiul teM»k the' tre‘ue*h at the' ])oint of the bayoue't.” 
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CHAPTER III. 

WAR LOANS AND DONATIONS. 

l^ART 1 . — Bombay Presidency (Excluding Indian States). 

The unique position of Bombay as tlu* nearest large port in India 
the scene of operations in Fmnco, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Aft-ica, 
and the facilities the port possessed in itsvsplendid docks and harbour, 
naturally led to it being selected as the chief port for the embarkation 
of our troops for Foreign Service and for the debarkation of trooj)s 
I’cturning fron) a tour of service on the various War fronts. It is 
true that troops were also embarked and debarked at Karachi, but the' 
facilities obtaining at the latter port were not equal to those supplier 1 
by Bombay. In consequence the great mass of the troops who left 
or returned to India, with the vast amount of the munitions, stores, 
guns, etc., that is a component necessity for a modern army prepared 
for scientific warfare, had to pass through Bombay. 

In another lespect the choice of Bombay was a wise one. It is 
by far a wealthier city than Karachi, and though we do mit intend 
in the h^ast to disparage the attempts of the latter, Karachi had no 
chance in competing with Bombay in the provision of what has been 
truly termed th(' “ Sinews of War,” namely, money. Money not only 
for War loans, but for many other purposes, such as provision for the 
relatives and dependents of men killed in action or dying from diseast', 
War comforts and the different other services that a grateful peoph* 
should be pi-epared to show the heroic men who go forth to fight 
their enemies. 

The country in the vicinity of Bombay is mountainous am I 
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afforded admirable and salubrious high grounds well suite<l tor 
hospitals for wounded and sick men, where they would find a better 
climate than in the plains of India and where th(‘y stood a much better 
chance of recovery. 

In this chapter we will show how magiiificently the women and 
men of the Bombay Presidency rose* to the occasion and how lavishly 
they not only subscribed to the War loans, but also gave frt'ely and 
liberally to the various charitable institutes that formi‘(l for th(‘ 
weltiire and comfort of both European and Indian troops. 

The first and obvious necessity was to secure a sound financial 
biusis in order to ensure the fulfilment of th(‘ obligations undei*tak(‘n 
by the different bodi(;s concerned. With this end in view, the first 
important step was the raising of a central ri‘lic*f fund in the Bombay 
Presidency. This fund, known as the Bombay Presidency War ami 
R(;lief Fund, took the form at its inception of a provincial branch of 
the Imperial Indian Relief Fund which had first been inaugurated by 
the Viceroy. 

The late Hon’ble Mi*. F. M. Chinoy, Sheriff' of Bombay, convened 
the great “ Loyalty Meeting ” under the Presidentship of the Hon’ble 
Sir Pherozshah Mehta, in the Town Hall, on the 18th August, U)14. 
At this meeting the chairman read out the following letter addressed 
to him by H. E. Hord Willingdori, thci then Governor of the Bombay 
Presidimcy : — 

“ Dkah Slk Phekozshah, 

“ As Governor of this Presidency, I am deeply gratified to hear 
of the meeting of Indian citizens, over which you are presiding 
to-day, called to show the world, at this anxious time, the deep ami 
unswerving devotion of this part of India to our King-Emperor and 
the determination of us all to secure the success of the righteous 
cause for which we are now fighting. 

“ Day by day I am receiving from individuals and communities 
otfers of practical assistance and assurances of splendid loyalty at the 
present time. Of the loy.alty of the Presidency I have never had any 
doubt, but these off*ei*s of help are indeed a retil encouragement, and 
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will be gladly accepted should need arise. 

“We have one and all got our duty to perform, and I and my 
flovernment rejoice to feel that we are siipported in all parts of the 
Presidency by all communities who are determined to meet with 
calmness and courage whatever may be before us, and by that calmness 
and courage India will prove herself, under the guiding hand of our 
Viceroy, a very great asset, a very real assistance, in upholding the 
prestige and honour of our King- Emperor and his Empire.” 

That the “ Loyalty Meeting” well deserved its name is evidenced 
by the loud d(M)ionstrations aroused in the packed Hall and the crowds 
standing outside, when the Chairman madt* thi‘ following powerful 
appeal : — 

“ At this junctnn* of supr(‘mc‘ gravity, wo have met together hen* 
to-day in this public hall, men of diftei-ent races and religions, of 
difl\‘n*nt creeds and communities, English and Hindu, Parsi and 
Mahoinedan, to proclaim with one heart, one soul, and one mind, that 
these difterences distinguish but do not divide us, and that in the 
presence of this solemn situation we are merged in one g(‘ne,ral and 
universal denomination —the proud denomination of loyal and devoted 
subjects of the British Crown. As such we are met together to lay 
at the feet of our august Sov(*reign, our beloved King-Emperor, our 
unswerving fealty, our unshakim allegiance, and our enthusiastic 
homage. As such we hive met together to proffer with cheerful and 
eager alacrity all our national resources and our individual services. 
At this solemn moment we can only remember that we owe sacred 
duties and holy obligations to that British Rule under whose auspices 
the lofty dc‘stinies of this great and magnificent land are being and 
have been moulded for over a (jcnturv, .and und(‘r whosi> wise* .and 
provident and righteous statesmanship the welfare*, happiness, and 
prosperity of the country are. being incessantly promoted. We are 
proud to think that Britain is waging a just and righteous War in a 
just and righteous cause. Let us pray to the (Jreat God of us all 
that success may attend her arms ami that she may emerge from the* 
struggle with increa.se(l honour and glory.” 
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The Resolution proposed by the Hon’ble Sir Jamsetji Jeejeebhoy, 
seconded by the Hon’ble Sir Ebrahim Rahmutulla and supported 
by the Hon’ble Sir Marshal Reid, Sir Balchandra Krishna, and 
the Hon’ble Dr. DeMonte, which was unanimously adopted, ran as 
below : — 

“That the citizens of Bombay, in public meeting assembled, 
desire to give expression to their feelings of unswerving loyalty and 
devotion to the British Crown. They desire further to render to 
His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor the assurance that, 
treasuring the prerogative of British citizenship as their dearest 
possession, they are ready cheerfully to submit to all the inevitable 
consequences of a state of War, firmly believing that Great Britain 
has justly drawn the sword in defence of international rights and 
obligations, they will humbly pray for the success of the British Arms, 
and they desire to place at the disp<ml of His Majesty and of liis 
Government all the resources they possess, and all the personal services 
which may be demanded of them at this momentous juncture in the 
affairs of the Empire to which they are proud to belong.” 

So far from the fact that the War would be of long duration, 
damping the enthusiasm of the people, it enhanced it. Those to 
whom the opportunity of taking an active part in hostilities was 
forbidden, sought lor other means of aiding the Empirt*, each in the 
best way his means and capacity allowed. Indicatums were soon 
forthcoming as to the ways in which such could best' be employed, and 
the people of the Bombay Presidency, under the guidance of Lord 
and Lady Willingdon, were amongst the foremost to take advantage 
of such indications and to lay the foundations of the many organizations 
which had, for the most part, the aims and objects common in all 
warfare, being based on the part of the non-combatant to do his utmost 
to ameliorate the lot of the combatant while fighting or disabled, 
to relieve the distress of those dependent on him in case he should be 
killed or taken prisoner by the enemy and to provide a means of 
livelihood for him in case he became disabled for further active- 


service. 
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In order to inaugurate the Bombay Fund, His Excelloncv the 
Governor ot Bombay issued the following appeal : — 

“To THE Editor of ‘The Times of India.’ 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ By permission of His Excellency the Viceroy, I propose to 
raise subscriptions for a Bombay Presidency Branch of the ‘Iinpc^rial 
Indian Relief Fund,’ on behalf of which His Excellency has made an 
apfieal. 

“1"he Bombay Branch of the* Fund will be administered by a 
local committee, of which I shall be the Chairman, and will be for the 
pui-pose of relieving, to some (‘xtent, the suffering and distress which 
are inevitable in time of VVai\ 

“ I have already received so many communications from all parts 
of the Presidenc}^ and from people of all classes offering pei'sonal 
services or material assistance, that I am confident of a geiuTous 
r('sponse to my appeal. 

“ War presses hardly upon all citizens, but especially upon the 
poor, the relatives of the soldiei’s who have gone to the front, and the 
wounded. The task of relieving them in some measure is an immensi* 
oiKi, and no fund that we can collect can be too large for the purpose. 
It is not possible for all of us to serve the Empire in the fighting line, 
but we can all do our share by helping in this work of mercy. I 
am most anxious that every citizen who wishes should have the 
opportunity of contributing according to his im‘ans. May I ask you, 
therefore, to publish this letter in your columns. 

“I attach a list of donations already received or promised. All 
donations should be sent to — 

Sir James Bogbie, Honorary Treasurer of the Fund, or to 
The Hon’ble Mr. W. G. Graham, 

The Hon’ble Sir Fazalbhoy CuiTimblioy, 


j Joint Honorary Secretaries. 


Youi-s truly, 
WlLLlNCIDON.” 

* As some doubt existed in the public mind as to the real object of 
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the Imperial Indian Reli(d Fnnd, the following ottmunnilqttp appeared 
on the 21st August, 11)14: — 

“The scope of thii Imperial Relief Fund not having been clearly 
comprehend m 1 in all quarters, it may be stated that this fund has 
been started by the Viceroy with the approval of the King-Emperor 
with a view to affording relief to all classes of War sufferers in India. 

“ It differs from the Prince of Wales’ Fund, therefore, which is 
confined to helping members of the Military and Naval Forces sent 
from England and those dependent on them, in that it is to help not 
only members of both British an<l Indian units of Military contingents 
sent from India, but also all othc^r classes of War sufferers in India, 
civil as well as military, whether affected by high prices, loss of 
employment, bereavement, or any other misfortune consequent upon 
the War.” 

The B)mbay Fund was started on the 18th August, 1914, and 
the total amount, including interest collected for this fund, was 
Rs. 00,58,044-15-4. 

The women of the Bombay Presidency, however, were not content 
with the mere offer of their personal services in the way of nursing, 
sewing, etc. Simultaneously with the steps taken for establishing 
the Main Fund,^Lady Willingdon took measures to inaugurate a 
Womim’s Branch, which in a short time became the leading exi'ciitive 
agency through which the activities of the Fund were discharged. 
The Women’s Branch not only maintained that position during the 
remaining time of the War, but expanded in many directions by 
establishing centres of activity and adding considerably to its 
responsibilities. The Women’s Branch was started on the 21st 
August, 1914, at a meeting at the Bombay Town Hall, to which Her 
Excellency had invited the leading and influential ladies of all 
communities. His Excellency the Governor opened the proceedings 
by the following speech: — 

“Ladies axd Gentlemen, — It was only a very few days ago 
that a great meeting was held here —the enthusiasm of which I am 
told has never been surpassed in Bombay — of the citizens of Bombay 
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to express their loyalty and devotion to th(‘ King-Emperor and their 
determination to help the Empire in evcny way they could in this 
crisis of Wai-. To-day it is the part of the women <»f Bombay, who 
have co)ue Iutc to show the same spirit — and it seems to me in equally 
great nuud)er — to their loyalty and devotion, and their willingness 
and desirci to help in every way they can the great cause that we all 
have at this moment in the Empire. Now, ladies and gentlemen, as 
you are all aware, you are met here at the invitation of Lady 
Willingdon. I, a few days ago, started a fund — a fund which, I am 
glad to say, is receiving the most splendid rc‘sponse right through the 
Presidency ; a fund which, 1 hope, may prove so large that it may 
rtdieve to a very great extent tin* distress aiul pain, and the suffering 
tind sorrow, which is always inevitable at such times as these; and 
which, I hope, also will prove sufficient to givt* some veiy practical 
assurance from the Bombay Presidency of our desiiv to help other 
parts of the Empire. Now, you ladit‘s, at the invitation of Lady 
Willingdon, have arrived to take measures to do another thing. It 
is for you to make or purchase those comioi ts and those necessities 
tor our sailors and soldiers — those soldiers who, day by day, are leaving 
their shores to do their practical work for the Empire — and to provide 
those com forts and necessities which would do something at all events, 
and, I hope, a considerable deal to giv(* reli(*f from the stringent 
terroi-s of a hard and strenuous War. May I say, on behalf of Liidy 
Willingdon and myself, we are proud to Ih‘ here, to-day : I, as Governor, 
and Lady Willingdon as Governor’s wife, proud to feel at this anxious 
time that we are supported by every citizen, male* and female, in 
Bombay city and throughout the Presidency; proud to feel, and we 
are confident in the feiding, that through our funds and our efforts, 
we are going to do something really practical ior the good of the 
Empire at this time of the crisis. Now, ladies and gentlemen, I think 
you will agree with me that this is no time for speeches. No, it is a 
time for all to do hard and serious work. But 1 would just like to 
say, before I concludes one or two words with regard to what, I hope, 
should be our action during the future months. You are all aware 
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that <»iir Empire is plunged in a terriblcj and devastating struggle, a 
striiggle not of our calling, a struggle which we endeavoured to 
prevent by every means in our power, a struggle which we know in 
our heart and conscience to be a just and righteous struggle. I will 
say that it is a struggle which, we are all confident, nay, we are all 
determined, shall be brought to a successful and victorious issue. To 
all of us, to every one of us, men and women, there must be, in the 
months to come, a time, a period of gi'eat strain and anxiety. I am 
going to ask every citizen in this city and in this Presidency to face 
that future with patience and calmness in full confidence of the success 
and the justice of our cause, and by the example of that patience 
and calmness, I think we shall do something to dissipate, or, at all 
events, tt> diminish very considerably those false and discreditable 
rumoui’s which have been spread abroad of late in this city, rumours 
which have no foundation in fact and which unfortunately from day 
to day excite considerable unrest and unsettlement among the more 
uneducated classes in our town. Ladies and gentlemen, for all that, 
we are working with a common object under common citizenship, — tlui 
citiztmship of a common Empire. And we are all determined to show 
to the whole world that this great country of Lidia is true as steel 
and is loyal to the core, and is determined, whatever may eventuate 
in future, to <lo all that she can to iiphokl the greatness of our 
cause, the victory of our arms, and the prestige and honour of our 
King-Empui Jii- and his dominions.’’ 

Great enthusiasm was thus aroused, and there is reason to believe 
that it was maintained, judging from the unqualified success which 
has characterised the undertaking from its very inception, the enormous 
amount of useful work which has been recorded to its credit and the 
constant stream of grateful thanks which regularly flowed in from 
officers and men of all grades and ranks. Before long other Women’s 
Brnnehes, under the presidentship of Her Excellency Lady Willingdon 
sprang up in different parts of the Presidency, in Sind, and in Aden, 
’riiese included the Sind Women’s Branch, the Aden Patriotic 
League, and the Women’s Bmnehes in Poona, Ahmedabad, Belgaum, 
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Ahniednagai-, Broach, Cutch, Rjvjkot, Dharwar, Godhra, Karwar, 
Kolaba, Ratnagari, Satara, Sholapur, Surat, Thaiia, etc., etc. 

The total donations and subacriptions to the Womens 
Branch of the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund came to 
Rs. 30,52,()J^4-10-0. 

Another fund raised by the Bombay Presidency was the East 
Indies Station Naval Fund. This fund, very soon after the 
commencement of hostilities, was established in Ceylon with branches 
in India and elsewhere. It considerably extended its activities, and 
in April 1015 it was decided that Bombay, on account of its strategical 
and geographical importance, should be the chief centre of the fmid. 
A local committee was, therefore, formed with Lady Willingdon as 
Patroness, Ijiidy Pearse as President, Mrs. Cassie and Miss 1). T. M. 
Cnrsetji^e as Joint Honorary Secretaries, and Mr. A. F. Sells as 
Honorary Treasurt*r. This was affiliated to the Bombay Womens 
Branch of the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund, but later 
on it was found more expedient to allow the Naval Fund to work 
independently so as to obviate restrictions in its activities, which are 
apt to occur on account of affiliation. The Working Committee was 
therefoi’e dissolved and an independent Committee was formed with 
Her Excellency Lady Willingdon as Patitmess, Lady Peame as Pri‘sident, 
Mrs. Lumsden and Lady Scott as Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Carmichael, 
Ml’S. Paterson Brown, and Mrs. Hughes as Members, Mr. Crannas as 
Honorary Secretary, and Mr. F. A. Sells as Honorary Treasurer. 

The appeal for support in the fimt Annual Report of the Fund 
was much strengthened by a prefatory note by Her Excellency Lady 
Willingdon, which ran as follows: — 

“ 1 have been asked to write a few introductory words to this 
record of the work ov(*r a period of more than a year of the East 
Indies Station Naval Fund. I trust, however, that the inestimable 
services rendered by the navy in every quarter of the globe during 
the present War are so universally and so gratefully recognized that 
it is unnecessary to commend to the attention of the public a fund 
whose object is to ameliorate to some slight extent the hardships 
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which our gallant sailors have to endure in carrying out their heroic 
task. This task is being performed with admirable devotion, not only 
in the Western Seas, where the Grand Fleet maintains its silent and 
unbroken vigil, but wherever the enemies’ forces are accessible by 
water, and it is nowhere more arduous than in the vast area of 
operations, extending fi'om Egypt to the Straits Settlements and from 
Mesopotamia to Zanzibar, over which the Ejist Indies Naval Fund 
extends its activities. The account here given of these activities is 
in itself the most eloquent appeal to our gratitude and liberality, and 
I am sure that it will not be macie in vain.” 

The effects of the organization were well expressed in the following 
quotation from the first report of the Vice-Presidents : — ^ 

“ It is hard to enumerate the results of a Fund such as the East 
Indies Naval Station Fund, but the moral effect has been widespread, 
as the men have learned that, while they are upholding the honour 
and dignity of the Empire, those whose lot it is to live in protected 
comfort have felt the necessity laid upon them to look to the welfare 
of the men on active service, and the thought of the interest which 
has been centred in them has stimulatcKl many a man and cheered him 
in lonely parts of the station.” 

The amounU^ raised by subscriptions to the East Indies Station 
Naval Fund, including interest, came to Rs. 4,80,07l)-0-10. 

In connection with the Indian War Loan which opened for the 
whole of India in March 1 917, Her Excellency Lady Willingdon decided 
to organize a special department of the Branch for giving women, and 
j)articularly purdah women, an opportunity of investing their money 
to help the Empire. An office was opened at the Branch s headquarters 
and the Accountant-General and Post Office officials co-operated with 
the Branch Committee. Sub-branches were also established in mofussil 
stations and, in all, 9,691 women invested a total amount of 
Rs. 67,56,978. 

In succeeding chapters of this book we will deal with the work 
carried out by the^ three main funds, namely, the Bombay Presidency 
War and Relief Fund; the Women s Branch of the Bombay Presidency 
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War and Relief Fund, and the East Indies Station Naval Fund; and 
with some minor organizations that were carried out either from 
subscriptions or were financed by the first two mentioned funds. 

Part II — Indian States. 

In a speech made by Lord Willingdon at a farewell banquet 
given in honour of Their Excellencies by the Ruling Princes and 
Chiefs of the Bombay Presulency, he referred to the great aid given 
by the said Priiujes and Chiefs in the following words : — 

“ Now theiw is another very particular thing for which I want to 
thank all the Ruling Princes and Rulers of the Bombay Presidency. 
It is for their help throughout the four and a half years of this temble 
War. Whim the War started T received a large volume of telegrams, 
spontaneous ami instantaneotis, from almost every Ruler in this 
Presidency, offering his personal service and the whole resources of 
State to His Majesty the King-Emperor. Several of the Ruling 
Princes have seen service at various fronts. Many have given their 
Imperial Troops to the service of our King-Emperor, and, according 
to their means, have given all their best to the various useful pui’j)08es 
connected with the Wai*. It is only with shame, ladies and gentlemen, 
that I sometimes blush to remember the frequent occasions on which 
I have applied for various })uq)oses to the Ruling Princes and Chiefs 
for War activities, and I think I shall be right in saying that my 
wife will bo blushing the more for the various demands she has made 
upon your generosity. I say all this with gmtitude, for we have 
never met with a refusjil ; you have always been ready to give away 
liberally, whether it was for the War Loan, War Fund, for hospitals, 
or for comforts. The response was instant, immediate, and generous, 
and, in expressing my thanks to you to-night, I should like to say 
exactly what I feel. I do feel that the fine example you have all set 
has done a great deal to produce the enormous effect on the whole 
British Empire which the magnificent activities of India have 
produced during the last four and a half years.” 

* The following are the Icmns and donations made by the Ruling 
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Princes and the Chiefs of the Bombay Presidency towards assisting 
the Empire in the Great War : — 

Cvtch. 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 
To the Youngmen’s Christian Association 
Towards the purchase of Machine (bins 
, Contribution to Cur-Day Fund 
Sale of War Seals 
To Overseas Club Aircraft Fund 

juth. 

The Chief uttered a stirring appeal tt) his sub jects urging them 
to subscribe according to their ability, he himself heading the list 
with a donation of Rs. 2,000. 



tis. 

A. 

p. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 

Hsm 

0 

0 

Bombay Women s Branch 

l,(il0 

12 

0 

Bombay Childrgri’s Branch 

100 

0 

0 

H. R. H. the Prince of Wales’ Fund 

300 

0 

0 

To Belgium Relii^f Fund 

200 

0 

0 

The Belgium Children’s Fund 

200 

10 

3 

Western India Turf Club Fund 

350 

0 

0 

Lord Kitchener Memorial F und 

200 

0 

0 

East Indies Station Naval Fund 

50 

0 

0 

Our- Day Fund 

1,200 

0 

0 

Exhibition of Foodstufis, etc., Bombay ... 

150 

0 

0 

Motor Car to Queen Mary s Technical School for 




Disabled Soldiers, with a donation of Rs. 300 . . . 

3,450 

0 

0 

Great War Sale 

200 

0 

0 


The investments from this State in the first Indian War Loan 
amounted to Rs. 1, 20, 214. 

In addition to the above many useful gifts were stmt to the 
Bombay Women’s Branch for distribution and to other organizations 


Rs. A. p. 
12,642 11 11 
100 0 0 
4,468 J2 1 
34,927 4 8 
50 0 0 

15 7 0 
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eoncernwl in War Relief. The figures given include, in some items, 
contributions from the Daphlapur Estate. 

KATHIAWAR. 

A. Gohilvad Prant. 

H^avnagar State. 

This State contributed Rs. 37,387 to the Bombay Presidency 
War and Relief Fund, including Rs. 30,000 from Their Highnesses 
tht' Maharaja and the Maharani Nandktm verba. The Takhatsinghi 
Hospital was converted into a oO-bedded War Hospital and maintained 
at a cost of Rs. 47,148 by the State. A convalescent home foi* 
the patients of this hospital was erected by H. H. the Maharani 
Nandkiin verba, near her garden, at a cost of Rs. 13,000. 

The State undertook the publication of the British and 
Hindi Vikrariui and of War news postcards every week at a cost of 
Rs. 40,457. 

Periodical Hari Kathas of the War were recited in the State and 
the proceeds devoted to War Relief 

The State Railway workshop was placed at the disposal of 
Government for the manufacture of munitions, and the State supplied 
Government with a very appreciable quantity of permanent-way 
material and rolling stock. 

His Highness’s contribution towards the Motor Ambulance Fleet 
presented by the Chiefs of Kathiawar to Government amounted to 
Rs. 26,630, and that to the Kathiawar Our- Day Fund to Rs. 5,000. 
His Highness subscribed Rs. 2,20,500 to the British War Loan and 
Rs. 1 1,83,853 to the fii-st Indian War Loan, in addition to Rs. 4,00,000 
by conversion of old 3 per cent, paper. 

Their Highnesses contributed Rs. 2,000 to the Queen Mary’s 
Technical School for Disabled Soldiers in Bombay, and Rs. I^OOO 
to the Lady Hardinge War Hospital, and gave numerous useful 
gifts besides, including a. Durbar tent of the value of Rs. 3,000 for 
hospital use. 

Her Highness the Maharani Nandkunvcrba, with the double object 
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of contributing to the wants of Indian soldiers and their families 
and ijerpetuating the memory of Her Excellency Lady Willingdon, 
inaugurated the Lady Willingdon Memorial Fund for founding, after 
the War, some durable institution, to be named after Her Excellency, 
in each State contributing, and for adopting such relief measures 
during the War, as Her Excellency inig]jt indicate, from the revenue 
accruing from the invested capital. 

In all Rs. 6,20,000 were collected and the revenue, by Her 
Excellency's wishes, was devoted to the Queen Mary’s Ttn^hnicaJ 
School for Disabled Soldiera. 

His Highne-ss’s desire to be of assistance to Goverament was 
further manifested by the furnishing of the detachment of the 
Bhavnagar Imperial Service Regiment to serve in Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. 


Palitum Utah. 

'I'his State contributed ; — 

To the Boml)ay Presidency W’ar and Relief Fund ... 
Queen Mary’s Technical School for Disabled Soldiers 
(annually) 

Our-Day Fund 


Rs. 

9,116 


A. 
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1 *. 

0 


8,660 0 
2,939 11 
11,917 6 
501 
303 
8,000 
800 


Lticky Bag Fund 
Red Cross Fund 
Recruiting Fund 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 
Miscellaneous 

The State subscribed Rs. 150 per month from June, 1916, and the 
State oflicials Rs. 85 per mensem from March, 1917, to the Qohilvad 
Praiftt Women's Branch, started by Mrs. Tudor-Owen. To this fund 
Chookvala Rani Saheba and Keravala Rani Saheba contributed Rs. 25 
per mensem from January, 1917, and Eunwar Shri Lagdir-Singhi of 
Morvi, who resides in Palitana, Rs. 60 per mensem. 

Among the gifts, the Durbar presented to Govemm'ent 
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5 binoculars, 10 remounts to the value of over Rs. 0,000, and light 
railway plant of the value of Rs. 0,340. 

Contributions to War Loans amounted to Rs. 2,67,400. 

Vala Tahika, 

The contributions from this Taluka were : — 

Rs. A. \\ 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund ... 1,352 H 0 

Red Cross Fund . * . » . . ... 250 1 1 0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet ... ... 1,567 0 0 

Our-Day Fund ... ... ... 150 0 0 

Lucky Bag Fund ... ... ... 2,250 0 0 

Recruiting Fund ... ... ... 97 15 4 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... 150 0 0 

Among other gifts, a tent measuring 26' x 26' was pres(uiti‘(l 
to Government, and from 1st February, 1916, a monthly subscription 
of Rs. 48 was paid to the Lady Willingdon Memorial Fund, till 1st 
February, 1917, when it was increased to Rs. 86 per menst in. 

War investments amounted to Rs. 17,260. 


Jaadan Taluka. 


This Taluka contributed the following amounts 



tte. 

A. 

V. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Lady Willingdon Memorial Fund 

... ;J,7.S4 

2 

7 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 

... 2,400 

() 

3 

Red Cross Fund 

... 4,K00 

0 

0 

Our-Day Fund 

... i:};22.5 

0 

0 

Lucky Bag Fund 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Recruiting Fund 

SOO 

1 

6 

Miscellaneous 

190 

0 

0 


Among gifts, a large tent, quilts for Indian soldiers, and 7 horst»s 


( worth nearly Rs. 4,000) were contributed. 

War Loan investments amounted to Rs. 52,531. 
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Lathi Talnka, 

This Taluka contributed as follows : — 



Rs. 

A. 

l>. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 

... 1,459 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 

... 1,218 

9 

9 

Lady Willingdon Memorial Fund 

280 

0 

0* 

Our-Day Fund 

626 

4 

0 

Lucky Bag Fund 

30 

6 

0 

Red Cross Fund 

... 1,315 

0 

0 

Recruiting Fund 

76 

2 

3 

Miscellaneous 

... 1,376 

3 

0 


* Plus Re. 250 aimually. 

This Taluka also sent up many useful gifts and invested 
Rs. 18,884 in the War Loans. 


Bahra Thana. 

The contributions from this Taluka were : — 



Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Kathiawar Our-Day Fund ... 

774 

4 

7 

Kathiawar Lucky Bag Fund 

J50 

0 

0 

Red Cross F unA 

... 1,474 

8 

0 

War Loan, War Bonds, and Cash Certificates 

... 24,860 

0 

0 

Songadh Thau a. 




Contributions were as under : — 





Rs. 

A. 

l>. 

Kathiawar Our-Day F und ... 

2 

9 

10 

Kathiawar Lucky Bag Fund 

150 

0 

0 

Red Cross Fund 

306 

0 

3 

War Loans, War Bonds, and Cash Certificates 

... 1,305 

0 

0 

Patiad Thana, » 




The Thana contributed as follows : — 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Lady Willingdon War Work Fund 

18 

0‘ 

0 
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Rs. A. \\ 

Kathiawar Our- Day Fund ... ... ... 24 0 0 

Kathiawar Lucky Bag Fund ... ... 150 0 0 

Chok-Dafha Thann. 

The Thana contributed aa under : — Rs. a. p. 

Kathiawar Our- Day Fund ... ... 95 0 0 

Kathiawar Lucky Bag Fund ... ... 84 0 0 

War Loan, War Bonds, and Cash Certificates ... 15,700 0 0 


B. SoRANT PrANT. 

J n n afjad h State, 

The Junagadh Durbar contributed Rs. 3,39,853-0-1 to 
War Relief measures and the officials and people of the State 
Rs. 09,310-1-4. 

The following are the principal items included in the State 
contributions: — 



KS. 

A. 

I*. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 

45,000 

0 

0 

Bombay Women’s Branch ... 

10,000 

0 

0 

Value of 18 horses presented from the State Lantaus 

10,800 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 

27,000 

0 

0 

Three Aeroplanes . . ... . . . 1 

1,01,250 

0 

0 

Lord Kitchener Memorial Fund 

1,000 

0 

0 

Training of Cavalry horses ... 

10,468 

2 

1 

East Indies Station Naval Fund 

1,000 

0 

0 

Lucky Bag F iind 

3,099 

0 

0 

Queen Mary’s Technical School for fli.sabled Soldiers 

5,000 

0 

0 

Cloth sent to Bombay Exhibition 

504 

0 

0 

The Willingdon Soldiers’ Club Room ... 

5,000 

0 

0 

Purchases at Our- Day Auction Sale at Rajkot 

9,500 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Recruiting P'und 

1,664 

7 

1 

Horses provided for Military purposes 

5,345 

4 

4 

Oui^-Day Fund 

28,000 

0 

0 
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Rs. A. P. 

Poona Pageant .. . ... ... ... 2,500 0 0 

Quarters for Recruits in Rajkot ... ... 68,248 0 0 

Entertainment of Military parties at, Junagadh ... 2,500 0 0 

The Durbar also undertook a War contribution of Rs. 5 lakhs. 
The contributions of the officials and people included 
Rs. 37,297-15-6 to War Relief Funds and Rs. 32,018-1-10 as the 
result of Our- Day celebrations. 


Porhandar State. 


State contributions from Porbandar amounted in 

all 

to 

Rs. 1,87,264-2-2 as given below : — 





Rs. 

A. 

1*. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 

... 10,000 

0 

0 

Bombay Women s Branch ... 

... 9,000 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 

... 8,000 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 2,516 

10 

0 

St. John Ambulance War Hospital 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Italian Red Cro.ss Fund ... ... 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

French Red Cross Fund 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Serbian Red Cress Fund 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Lady Willingdon Plum Pudding Fund . . . 

500 

0 

0 

Razais 

... 2,183 

7 

11 

East Indies Station Naval Fund 

... 12,200 

0 

0 

Christmas Comforts to Sailors 

200 

0 

0 

Salvage Operations, S. S. “Kabul” 

... 20,925 

0 

0 

Our- Day Fund ... 

... 8,747 

0 

0 

Recruiting Fund - 

392 

0 

0 

Queen Mary’s Technical School 

500 

0 

0 

Their Imperial Majesties’ Silver Wedding Fund 

... 10,000 

0 

0 

Poona Pageant ... 

.500 

0 

0 


Contributions to similar objects from .private sources amounted 
to Rs. 29,730-5-5, making a grand total of Rs. 2,16,994-7-8 besides 
numerous gifts in kind. - 
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.The following statement shows the amounts collected towards 
the various War Relief Funds by the other States and Talukas in 
Sorath Prant : — 


Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 
Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 
Our- Day Collections 
Kathiawar Lucky Bag 

Their Imperial Majesties’ Silver Wedding Fund 

In these Talukas a total of Rs. 1,36,585 was subscribed to the 
first War Loan and Rs. 5,300 to the second. 


Rs. A. 
62,839 10 
498 5 
3,576 1 
1,355 0 
4,334 5 


C. HALAR PRANT. 

N A VAN AGAR STATE. 

/SVvvvV7".v. 

{a) His Highness the Jam Saheb served personally on the 
Western Front for over a year and was mentioned in dispatches for 
services performed on the staff’ of General Cookson, Commanding the 
9th Cavalry Division of Indian Expeditionary Force A, and as 
A.-D.-C. to the Coinmander-iu-Chief, Field Marshal Lord French. 

(A) Lieutenant Kumar Savaisinghji, His Highness's nephew, 
served in East Africa for a couple of years and was once wounded in 
action. 

{c) Lieutenant Kumar Dajeraj, His Highness’s nephew, served 
in France for a year and a half and was killed in action in September, 
1917. 

{(i) Lieutenant Kumar Himatsinghji, His Highness’s nephew, 
served in Mesopotamia. 


Mi f! tan/ Srnurea. 

The Navanagar Imperial Service Lancers were sent for Garrison 
duty to Sind, half the Squadron being retained in Karachi and half 
being sent to Jacobabad. The Signalling party of the Imperial 
Service Lancers served in Expeditionary Force E, 
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Extra expenses incuri’ed during the War for the maintenance of 
the Imperial Service Lancers amounted to Rs. 11,000 annually. 


Trmi8port and Aiiimals, 

Fourteen Motor cars, fully equipped, with 2 European and 
Indian chauffeurs, were given in the beginning of the War. The 
Indian chauffeurs returned from France after serving there for about 
2 years. 

One Ambulance Car, with chaufteur, was given for use in 
Bombay. • 

(j Double-poled tents were given in 1915. 

48 Horses were given in 1014. 

50 Ponies of the value of Rs. 2,500 were given in 1914 
50 Camels of the value of Rs. 10,000 were given in 1914. 


Cash Contributions. 


Rs. 

Navanagar share in the Motor Ambulance Fleet . . . 28,000 
Towards the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 5,000 
Towards the Lord Londesboroughs Fund ... 3,750 

Towards Her Iraperial Majesty the Queen^Empress s 

Socks nd Belts F und ... ... 3,750 

Contributions by His Highness’s Mother, Sister, 

Brothers, and Cousins ... ... 4,050 

Cash Collections from State Officers and subjects 
through the Women’s Branch of the War and 
Relief Fund up to 30th November, 1917 ... 68,881 
New Year’s Gift for War purposes to His Excellency 

the Governor of Bombay, 1917 ... 15,000 

New Year’s Gift for War purposes to His Excellency 

the Viceroy ... ... . . 1 5,000 

Gifts to Indian Princes’ War Fund, through General 
Sir Locke-Elliot for the Indian Forces in 
France 


A. P. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


15,000 0 0 
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Rs. A. i\ 

Contribution to the Red Cross Fund, through Her 

Excellency Lady Willingdon (sale of pictures) 12,500 0 0 
Cash through Her Excellency Lady Chelmsford in 

May, 1917 ... ... ... 0,000 0 0 

Animals and articles presented to the Groat War Sah* 

to Her Excellency Lady Willingdon ... 10,000 0 0 

Purchases from Lady Chelmsford’s War Fete. ... 4,000 0 0 

'fwo lion cubs presented for sale to H. E. Lady 

Chelmsford ... ... ... 1,500 0 0 

Gifts sent to the Bombay Women’s Branch of thi^ 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund of 


the approximate value of 


..1,10.000 

0 

0 

Contribution for Aeroplanes 


.1,00,000 

0 

0 

Our-Day contributions from the State and 

subj(‘cts. . 

,. 34,;100 

0 

0 

War Relief and Red Cross contributions in 

191H 

. 5,800 

0 

0 

Annual contribution during the War 

. . 

..3,00,000 

0 

0 


Hosjjitaf for IFottnded Ojflcrrs in 

His Highness converted his house in Staines into a Hospital for 
wounded officers and shared a portion of the expenditure on maintenance 
and equipment, approximately amounting to Rs. 3,50,000. 


The /Far Loa/rs. 

The following amounts were subscribed to the Indian War 
Loans : — 


Ftrst Loan, 


The State 

The subjects of Navaiiagar living in Bom bay 
'The local subjects 

. • St'rnnd /joan. 


Rs. A. e. 
... 10 , 00,000 0 0 
... 7,59,500 0 0 
... 7,44,339 0 0 


The State 


Rs. A. V. 
... 5,00,000 0 0 
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Couraff^iicmf Offirers at Balackadi, 

Four wounded officers were entertained in Balachadi for two 
months in 1917. 


Moiivi State. 

CoatribuHons, 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund, Rs. 15,000. 

Two Motor Ambulance Cai*s, one 23 and the other a 5-seater, of 
the value of Rs. 25,000. 

Two Motor Ambulance Cars for the Kathiawar Motor Ambulance 
Fleet. 

An offer of 4 tents for Field Hospital use in France. 

A metre-gauge engine for use in the War, Rs. 43,000. 

The State Workshops were ))laced at th(‘ disposal of Government. 
From August, 1915, the State contributed Rs. 20 per month to the 
Rajkot Tailoring Fund, this contribution being promised to the end* 
of the War. 

Rs. 29,000 spent in the Great War Sale in Bombay, in December, 
1916, where H. H. the Thakur Saheb also conducted some of the 
auctions. 

One race horse worth Rs. 2,000. 

Rs. 7,000 spent at the Exhibition held by H. E. Lady Willingdon, 
in Bombay in 1917. ^ 

Rs. 2,000 to the Matheran Lucky Bag. 

Rs. 11,500 spent at the Rajkot Our-Day Celebrations, when 
H. H. the Thakur Salieb again conducted auctions, besides which the 
State purchased 1 ,000 tickets in the Rajkot Lucky Bag. 

Rs. 2,000 to the Bombay Women s Branch. 

Fifty St. Raphael tickets and 50 tickets in the W. I. T. Club 
Lottery in aid of the War Loan. 

Rs, 150 to the East Indies Station Naval Fund. 

Two Cavalry horses^ each worth Rs. b,000. 

Rs. 1,000 to the Recruiting Fund of the Kathiawar Company. 

Four tents for the above-mentioned Company. 



WAR LOANS AND DONATIONS. 


31 


At the request of the Agent to the Governor-deneral and the 
Military Department, the use of the out-houses in tlie State TJttara 
at Rajkot was offered to the Military authorities. 

Rs. 2,000 to the pageant held at Poona, on the 18th September, 
1918. Rs. 250 in aid of the Anandale CUub and Rs. 200 to the Seamen s 
Institution. 

Rs. 3,001 to Their Imperial Majesties’ Silver Wedding Fund. 

T/te irar Loan of 1917, 

£ 14,000 to the English War Loan. 

Rs. 16,50,000 to the Indian War Loan. 

Indian 11' a r Loan of 1918, 

Rs. 27,00,000. 

Gondal State. 
aovfrifjntiona, 

Rs. A. I». 

To the Imperial War Relief Fund ... ... 25,000 0 0 

To the Women’s Branch, Bombay Presidency War 
and Relief Fund, including Rs. 800 from the 
women of Gondal State ... ... 2,800 0 0 

To the Lady Hardinge’s Hospital, Bombay ... 5,000 0 0 

To the St. John’s Ambulance Briga<l(‘, Bombay ... 3,000 0 0 

To the Fund for Indian SolditTs ... ... 15,000 0 0 

To the Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet ... 10,650 0 0 

To the Fund for Indian Soldiei-s (subscribed by the 

Gondal public) ... ... ... 2,200 0 0 

To the Fund for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 

for sick and wounded horses, London ... 750 0 0 

To Mrs. C. H. A. Hill’s Bazar in aid of wounded soldiers 100 0 0 

To H. E. Lady Willingdon for War Relief ... 10,000 0 0 

To the War Relief Sewing Fiunl at Rajkot j^iven 

‘ by H. H. the Rani Saheba 


50 0 0 
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Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Towards the establishment of a War Hospital in 




France 

1,860 

0 

0 

For Our-I)ay Celebration at Rajkot 

1,000 

0 

0 

To Queen Mary’s Technical School for Oisabled 




Indian Soldiers in Bombay 

1 ,000 

0 

0 

Towards the equipment of the Bombay University 




Coiripany, under the Indian Defence Force ... 

3,000 

0 

0 

Contribution to Our-Day Fund, Bombay 

10,000 

0 

0 

Contribution to Our-Day Fete at Kurduwadi 

100 

0 

0 


fFar Loan, 

Rs. 5,00,000 by the State. 

Rs. 50,000 by the Public 

Wankaner State. 

Personal Services, 

H. H. the Raja Saheb offered his services at the front. They 
were accepted, and he proceeded to France* in D(‘ceniber, lOJO, and 
was assigned duties under the Base Connnandant there. 


Confribifflnns. 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund by 
the State 

To the Bombay Pn*sideiicy War and Relief F'und by 
the subjects 

For providing artificial limbs for fndian Soldi(*rs 

To H. R. H. the Prince of Wales’ War Relief Fund ... 

To St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, Bombay 

To the Bombay Women’s Branch, by Raj Kutumba... 

To the Bombay Womens Branch, by the women 
subjects of the State 

To the War Fund in England 


Rs. A. p. 

5.000 0 0 

3,847 0 0 

1 .000 0 0 
£ 200 0 0 

500 0 0 
1,000 0 0 

116 8 0 
3,000 0 0 
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A 60 H. P. Berlict Motor Car to the Red Cross 
Society at Delhi. 

To thi‘ Bombay Women’s Branch 

Two cubs, one a lion and the other a leopard, for sale 
at the Ahmedabad Women’s Fancy Fair. 

To Queen Mary’s Technical School for Disabled 
Soldiers 

To Oui-Day Celebrations 

Placed at the disposal of His Majesty for War purposes, 

’rhr(‘e Indian Cavalry horses and two mounted ponies 
presented to Government 

Intercast on Rs. 25,000 worth of War bonds placed at 
the disposal of H. E. the Governor 

Spent at the Fancy Fair in aid of War Relief Funds 
in Bombay 

To the Collector of Ahmedabad for Recruiting 

To the Recruiting Fund, Kathiawar 

To the Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 


Rs. 


10,100 


5,500 

4,066 

3,000 


2,000 


1,142 

100 

100 

10,000 

2,650 


//V/r Loan. 
Rs. 1,30,680. 


A. P. 


0 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


JIhrol State. 
Contril^nfionJi. 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund 
To the Tailoring Fund, per mensem 
To Our-Day Fund 

To Our-Day Fund, the value of a buffalo 
’Po the Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 


Rs. A. P. 
5,124 0 0 

50 0 0 

1,000 0 0 
500 0 0 
2,468 0 0 


H ar Loan. 
Rs. 27,000. 
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Rajkot State. 

ConirihntionH, 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund by 
the Raja, Rs. 5,000, and by the Rani Saheba, 
Rs. 2,500 * ... " ... 

To the Prince of Wales’ War Fund 

To the Lady Hardinge’s War H ospital ... 

One 6 Cylinder Motor Car sent to Dehra Dun, with 
all expenses and Chauffeurs and Cleaner. 
(Subsequently made over to Government as 
a gift), value 

Rs. 1,600 per mensem to the end of the War, divided 
equally between the Rajkot Women’s Branch 
of the War and Relief Fund, and the Bombay 
Presidency War and Relief Fund, amounting 
to 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund at 
a meeting at Rajkot 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund by 
the PnJ?lic of Rajkot 

To the Bombay Women’s Branch, by the women of 
Rajkot ... 

A State tent for use in War Hospital to the value of 

Donations to the Great War Sale at Bombay 

Polo Pony presented to the Fete at Ahmedabad 

Lucky Bag tickets at the Junagadh Exhibition 

To the Women’s Branch, presented by the Thakur’s 
aunt 

From the Subjects, State Officials, etc., to the Bombay 
Presidency War and Relief Fund and the 
Women’s Branch ... ... - . 

To the Queen Mary’s Technical School for Disabled 
Soldiers 


Rs. A. I*. 


7,500 0 0 

7,500 0 0 

2,000 0 0 


16,000 0 0 


45,000 0 0 

5,000 0 0 

7.400 0 0 

407 0 0 

505 0 0 

500 0 0 

536 0 0 

50 0 0 

500 0 0 


5,758 0 0 

1,000 0 0 
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Rs. 

A. 

p. 

To the Exhibition and Fancy Fair at Bombay 

100 

0 

0 

For a Bonus to be given to Recruits and 




Reeruitei*s 

171 

0 

0 

To the Horse Show at Bombay 

100 

0 

0 


Twelve Horses presented to Government for remount 
purposes. 


Ottr- Da If ContribntloiiK. 

Rs. A. P. 

By the Thakur Saheb ... ... ... 10,000 0 0 

The value of a hoi'se named '' Jester ”... ... ‘'^00 0 0 

On(‘ Pony anrl oth(U’ prizes presented to the Rajkot 
Lucky Bag drawing. 

From the State Ofticeis, subjects, and students ... 5,000 0 0 


IFar Loan, 


By the State 
By the Subjects 
By the Cultivators 


Rs. A. P. 
...1,50,000 0 0 
...1,55,000 0 0 
... 22,000 0 0 


Hajl'of Cir!^ Sfaflan. 

Rs. A. P. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief F'und ... 7,121 0 0 

Besides this a large (piantity of War Loan was taken and a la?'g<* 
sum given in regular monthly subscriptions. 


Vrupru TALrKA. 

Htnnba// PrPHidauctf IPnr ami Faml. 

Rs. A. P. 

By the Taluka . • ... ... 200 0 0 

By the Raj Kutumba ... ... 50 0 0 

By*the Subjects ... ... ... 213 0 0 
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Katkiawar Motor Amhnlanee Fleet. 

Rs. 677. 

Tailariug Fund, Fajkof. 

Rs. 30 per mensem fi'om the 15th December, 1915. 

Oiir-Dai/. 

Rs. 430. 


Maliya Taujka. 




Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Bombay Prodidency War and Relief Fund 


1,060 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 


,597 

0 

0 

Tailoring Fund, Rajkot, per menseui 


15 

0 

0 

Our-Day Contributions 


700 

0 

0 

War Loan 


20,000 

0 

0 

One Tent presented fora War Hospital... 


800 

0 

O' 

Kotda Sanoani Taluka. 







Rs. 

A. 

J>. 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund, by 

the 




Talukrt* 


1,000 

0 

0 

Bombay Presidency War and Relief P'und by 

the 




subjects 


.537 

0 

0 

Kathiawar Motor Ambulance Fleet 


727 

0 

0 

Tailoring Fund, Rajkot, per mensem 


85 

8 

0 

Kathiawar Recruiting Company 


45 

8 

10 

Our-Day Contiibutions 


533 

0 

0 

War Loan 


4,200 

0 

0 

To Various Funds. 





• • 


Rs. 

A. 

r>. 

By the Jhalia Devani Taluka 

. . . 

1,288 

0 

0 

By the Katharia Taluka 

. . < 

833 

o' 

0 
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Rk. 

A. 

p. 

By the Cavasibad Taluka ... 

1,460 

0 

0 

By the Pal Taluka 

684 

0 

0 

By the Azam Dan Singhi Lodhkita 

2,477 

12 

0 

By the Azam Rantan Singhi Lodhkita ... 

842 

0 

0 

By the Gadhka Taluka 

930 

0 

0 

By the Mengain Taluka 

1,767 

0 

0 

By the Shahpur Taluka 

2,632 

0 

0 

By the Bhadwa Taluka 

1,758 

0 

0 

By the Rajpura Taluka 

1,130 

0 

0 

By the Khachar Surag Sadul of Chotila 

042 

0 

0 

By the Khachar Desa Bhpj of Anadpur. . . 

417 

0 

0 

By the Khachar Jiwa Mesur of Anadpur 

315 

0 

0 

By the Khirasra Taluka 

4,601 

0 

0 

By the Lodhika Thana 

17,797 

0 

0 

By the Clotila Thana 

2,721 

0 

0 

By the Dhrafa Thana 

5,619 

0 

0 

1). Jh A LAV AD PrANT. 




JJhntnfjadhra Stair, 





Rs. 

A. 

p. 

State Contributions to various War Loans and Funds . . . .* 

1,78,873 

0 

0 

Subjects’ t^mtributions to vaiioiis War Loans and 




Funds ... 

29,000 

0 

0 


In addition, tho State gave 80 Waler Horses to the Remount 
Depai-tnient, 5 large* tents for use in Field Hospitals and several 
Motor Cal’S for War j)iir]:)oses. 




Rs. A. P. 

State Contributions to various War Loans and Fiinrls . . . 52,000 0 0 

Subjects’ Contributior^s to various War Loans and 

Funds ... ... ... 3,250 0 0 

In additiem 10 Camels to the Transport Registration Officer. 
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The other States and Talukas contributed to various War Loans 
and Funds, as below : — 



Rs. 

\. 

p. 


Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Lokhtar 

2,566 

0 

0 

Subjects 

613 

0 

0 

Say la 

4,732 

0 

0 





Chuda 

4,782 

0 

0 

Subjects 

900 

0 

0 

In addition 4 Camels to the 

Transport Registration Officer. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 


Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Midi 

2,076 

0 

0 

Subjects 

... 2,325 

0 

0 

Bajana 

29,397 

0 

0 

Subjects 

... 1,200 

0 

0 

Patdi 

8,639 

0 

0 

Subjects 

... .5,110 

0 

0 

Vanod 

5,670 

0 

0 





Vithalgadh 

1,981 

0 

0 





Zainabad 

12,320 

0 

0 





Rajpur 

1,500 

0 

0 





Bhoika Thana 

Nil 



Subjects 

... 1,562 

0 

0 

Jinjhuvada Thana yH 



Subjects 

... 3,940 

0 

0 

Wadwhan 

44,000 

0 

0 





Civil Station 





... 2,267 

0 

0 


(1) Kolhapur and the Southern Mahratta States. 
Kolhapur ( including iU feudal or if Jahagirs) con fri hut ion fo variou.s 
H ar Loaihs and Fuiuh. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Kolhapur State 

... 69,564 

0 

0 

Vishalgad Jahagir 

... 2,410 

0 

0 

Baneda J ah agi r 

536 

0 

0 

Kagal (Senior) Jahagir 

... 6,090 

0 

0 

[chal Karanji Jahagir 

... 36,116 

0 

0 

Kagal (Junior) Jahagir 

... 1,773 

0 

0 

Kapsi Jahagir 

... 1,300 

0 

0 

Sar Lashkar Jahagir 

1,170 

0 

0 

Himat Bahadur Jahagir 

... 1,560 

0 

0 

Torzal Jahagir 

469 

• 

0 

0 
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The Chief of Ichal Karanji contributed a considerable portion 
of the sum raised by his Jahagir and he also gave several gifts 
and offered his personal service in connection with War Hospitals, 
etc. 

(2) Southern Mahratta Country States. 

(hut ribut ions to rariotts War Loans and Funds. 

Rs. A. P. 

Modhul ... ... ... ... 55,209 0 0 

Sangli ... ... ... ... () 1,740 0 0 

Miraj (Senior) ... ... ... ... 11,422 0 0 

Miraj (Junior) ... ... ... ... 16,908 0 0 

Jam Khandi ... ... ... ... 85,458 0 0 

Kurundwad (Senior) ... ... ... 1 8,2 1 0 0 0 

Kurund wad ( J unior) ... ... ... 9,040 0 0 

Ramdrug ... ... ... ... 15,348 0 0 

In addition to the monetary contribution, the Chief pf Mudliol 
presented Government with 4 horses, a motor .ambulance, and a 
Hudford motor lorry. He also did a tour of pei’sonal active scirvice 
in Mesopotamia. Forty-three Shet Sandies and nine Musicians in 
ancient costumes were sent by the State to the Foona Pageant and 
Fete. 

The Chief of Jarnkhandi, the contributions from whose State 
heads the list, also rendered pei-sonal active .servici* in France and 
Mesopotamia. 

A considerable portion of the luoiietarv contributions of the State 
represents personal donations and subscriptions from the Chiefs and 
their wives. 


Mahi Kaniha. 


At a meeting of the public of the Sadra Civil Station, including 
the agency staff, hel(J on the 25th August, 1914, schemes were 
organized for the systematic collection of funds for various Nvar charities 


Over and above contributions to the Wdlnen’s Branch of the Bombay 
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Presidency War and Relief Fund, the following statement details the 
general result of the scheme : — 

Rs. A. V. 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund ... 81,517 (Ml 
Donation to Government for the purchase of an 

aeroplane styled the Mahi Kantha atToplane, 24,047 13 0 

Sale of War Seals and Post-cards ... ... 1,002 8 0 

Proceeds of sports, etc., etc., for the Belgian (Children’s 

Fund ... ... ... ... 810 14 0 

Proce(‘ds of entertainments for the Our- Day Fund ... 8,080 4 10 

Subscriptions towards the Fund in honour of the 
Silver Wedding of Their Majesties the King- 
Emperor and Queen -Empress ... ... 400 0 0 

In addition to amounts contributed for War Relief, tht‘ War loans 
were liberally supported by the State, Rs. 2,33,4(34 being invested in 
the first and Rs. 57,000 in the second loan. 

Falaupvr, 

The local organization for the collection of subscriptions remitted 
to War Funds amounted in all to Rs. l,02,556-13-() as follows : — 

Ks. A. P. 

The Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund ... 52,88(3 I 1 

The Bombay Women’s Branch ... ... 21,042 0 

The Youngmeii’s Christian Association . .. ... 528 0 0 

The Gerard Freeman-Thoinas War Hospital . . . 10,000 0 0 

Our- Day Fund ... ... ... 15,410 14 3 

Sale of War Seals and Post-cards ... ... 1,732 0 0 

War Sale ... ... ... ... 143 0 0 

Queen Mary’s Technical School for Disabled Soldiers 814 5 0 

Rtnra Ka)ft/nt, 

liajpipla. — No Committee was formed, all subscriptions fioin 
private individuals for War Relief being sent to the Godhra Women’s 
Branch of the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund. 
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H. H. the Maharaja generously offered one of his palaces for 
use as a War Hospital if required. 

Chhoia Udeptir . — The Chief Revenue Officer, assisted by the 
Thanadars, carried out the work of collecting ; all subscriptions, as in 
the case of Rajpipla, being sent to the Godhra Women’s Branch, Bana. 
The Maharaja, aided by his brother, Kumar Shri Naharsinghi, and 
the State Karbari, directed all measures in c<mnoction with War 
Relief, and the State contributed largely in money and kind to the 
Godhra Women’s Branch. A War Relief lottery held realized 
Rs. 3,000. An offer was made by this State also to provide hospital 
accommodation for wounded soldiers if required. 

Lunavadn . — A Committee was appointed in 1914, under th(,‘ 
presidentship of the State Karbari. A total of Rs. 8,000, including 
a contribution of Rs. 5,000 from the State, was coll(‘cted. 

Ijocal Committees wei-e nob formed, but the following amounts 
were contributed: — 

Rs. A. p. 

To the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund ... 10,500 0 0 

To the Women’s Branch of thi? Bombay l^residency 

War and Relief Fund ... ... 4,000 0 0 
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HOSPITAL WORK. 

As the chief port of embarkation and debarkation of troops 
proceeding from or returning to India, what we may consider as the 
main efforts of Bombay, led in the direction of a sufficiimt supply of 
hospital accommodation for the thousands of wounded and sick who 
returned from active service overseas. These men were in sore need of 
immediate treatment and rest after a kmgthy and unavoidably 
crampc'd voyage on boardship and had to be rendered fit for a lung 
land journey to their homcis in India. Bombay and its suburbs 
p<jssessed a number of large buiklings that could rapidly be converted 
into excellent hospitals, convalescent homes, etc. Further, a large 
staff of private medical practitioners was available and only too 
willing to volunteer their services gratis for the work of attending to 
the wants of the men, thus supplementing the medical aid available 
from medical men in Government services or else working in the 
various hospitals. In the circumstances, Bombay rightly considered 
that she should concentrate her energies mainly on the provision of 
hospitals, meanwhile not neglecting other wants connected with the War. 

The War Hospitals established and maintained by the Fund 
were : — 

(1) The Bombay Presidency War Hospital in Alexandria. 

(2) The Lady Hardinge War Hospital in Bombay. 

(3) The Gerard Freeman-Thomas War Hospital in Bombay. 

(4) The Byculla Club Officers’ Hospital in Bombay. 

"^he hospitals subsidized by the Fund, other than those which 

received grants or donations, were ; — 

(5) The Lady Willingdon War Hospitiil in Poona. 

(6) The Viato»ia War Hospital in Bombay. 

Besides minor gifts and single and recurring small grants made 

directly through branches, the following were among the 
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grants made to other hospitals than those* maintained or 
subsidized by the Fund, ri:. : — 

(7) '^rhe Sassoon Hospital, Poona, Rs. 10,000 towards 
installing electric plant. 

(8) The St. John’s Ambulance War Hospital, Dc^hra Dun, 
Rs. (i,000. 

(9) The American Mission Hospital, Hasi’a (from a fund 
handed oven* by the Commissionei- oi‘ Police, Bombay), 
Rs. 10,000. This hospital was inteMidenl for the* biuu'fit of 
wounded U\irks and Aral)s. 

(10) Th(‘ Scottish Women’s Fund fora Hospital in Solonika, 
Rs. 78,847-3-11. 

flj TJif^ Ladjj Ibirdifif/r U dr Haudjuif. 

The Fund established this institution, at the* request of the* 
Government of India, for the ben(‘fit of sick and woundi‘d Imiian 
soldiers returning to India until they were fit to travtd to their 
homes. It was opened on the 10th December, 1914, and provided 
200 beds. It was located in the Prince of Wales’ Muscaim, which 


had kindly b(‘(m j)laced at the disposal of the Administrative Committ(*i‘ 
by the Ti^istees of that institution. The services of Liiaitenant- 
Colonel J. Hojel were secured as commandant in addition to his civil 
duties. He was assisted by an honoraiy staff of well-known local 
medical j^ractitioners, tdz., Doctors Duggan, Row, Gilder, Contractor, 
«Iudah, and Hhajekar. The hospital was visited by His Exci*llency 
the Viceroy on the 28rd January, 1915, who cxpiessed great 
satisfaction at the excellency of the arrangements. Owing to the 
large forces sent to the Persian Gulf, in addition to those emnloyc'd 
in Egypt and East Africa, the utility of the hospital soon l^ame 
manifest, and still more so when serious cases of wounds and sicKh^ 
commenced to arrive from Europe. Towards the end of the yeji? 
1915 it was decided to extend the accommodation by a hundred beds, 
and this was (effected by the erection of temporary buildings adjacent 
to th(^ main building and connected th(*rcwith by coven^d ways. The 
extra accommodation thus provided was capable of being utiliz^^ 
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either for Briti.sh or Jiidiaii sick as recpiirc^d. Th(‘ hospital was under 
the direct control of the Hospital Sub-Coininittee, to whom grants 
were made for capital and recurring expenditure on works, (npjipment, 
(‘stablishment, etc., as recpiired. Thi^ Governnieiit of India providcid 
nuidical stor(*s and refunded to the Hospitals Sub-( 4 )mniittee the 
amounts spimt on the dieting of the patients. The Bombay Women’s 
Branch of tin ‘ Bombay Pr(\sidency War and Reli(‘f Fund arranged for 
the supply and up-k(‘i‘p of all beds and ])atit‘nts’ clothing and hosjhtal 
linen. Towards the end of 1917 the Chic'f of Mangi’ol ottercHl to 
maintain a ward for Indian officers at his own (‘X})ens(‘. This offer 
was gratefully accepted. By special aiTangcaiu'nt with the (h>vi‘rnmc*nt 
of India patients in this and all other War Flospitals maintainecl by 
the Fund were ex(‘mpted from th(‘ paynumt of ])ostagt‘ on th(‘ir lettcus. 
Towards the encF of 1917 the Joint War (^)nimitte(‘ of th(‘ British 
R(‘d Cfoss Soci(‘tv and th(‘ Order of St. John of J(unisalc*m in India 
adopted a scheme* of decentralization with a, view to reorganizing 
their responsibilities, and this included the taking over by the* Bombay 
Women’s Branch ol' tin* work of that body so far as tin* hospitals in 
th('. Bombay Prosidc'iicy were concerned. It, therefoi’e, b(‘came 
incumbent upon tin* Administrative Committ(ie to mat(‘rially assist 
the Bj'anch to carry out this obligation, and a monthly grant of 
Rs. ;I0,000 was guarant('ed for the purpose. On this account the 
Committei* approached (iov(*rnment with a vi(‘w to being relieved of 
fiu’ther liability in eonn(*eti(ni with th(* maintaining of Wai* Hos[)itals, 
and Government agreed to take these ovei’ with effect frcun the 1st 
March, 1918, it being underst(K)d that all ecpiipment, plant, etc., 
purchased by the Fund should b(‘ returned after the War or when no 
longei required. 11,099 patients, in all, wen* treated in the Lady 
H><fdingc Hospital, while it was under the control of the Fund. 

(2J The Bouiha// Preaidenrt/ General Hihspitaly Ahwamlria. 

While the preparations for instituting the Lady Hardingc War 
Hospital were still ii^ progress, the Administrative Committee of the 
Fund were in communication with Government regai'ding their desire 
to contribute a general hospital of 500 beds at some suitable base 
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for Indian troops. The offer was accepted, and the full staff and 
equipment of such a hospital was despatched from Bonxl>ay early in 
January, 1915, to Alexandria, the base chosen, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Smith, I. M. S. The hospital reached 
Alexandria on the 18th January, 1915, and was located in the 
Riimleah Casino, a large hotel at San Stefaiio, outside Ak^xaiidria. 
Before its anival another hospital for 500 beds (No. 5 Indian General 
Hospital) had already becui opened in another part of th(^ Casino, 
there being thus more than sufficient accommodation for Indian 
sick and wounded. The Director of Medical Services in Egyj)t 
obtained ])(‘rmission on the 8rd of March, 1915, to utilize the Bombay 
Presidency General Hospital or Australian military patients and, 
later on, for invalids from the French Force as well. About then the 
hospital had to be extended by tent wards for cas(3s requiring isolation, 
and this extension proved of great utility on account of outbiv.aks of 
mumps, measles, and scarlatina. I^he hospital was closed and 
withdrawn to Bombay in April, 1916, owing to tlui termination of 
military operations in th(i Dardanelles. 

On arrival in Bombay the personnel was disbanded, and the 
entire equipment, (ixcepting the X-ray apparatus and three inotor 
ambulances, was handed over on loan to the military authorities, by 
whom it was utilized towards the equipiiuait of the Victoria War 
Hospital in Bombay. In all, 5,567 patiiaits (including hospital 
personnel) wc^nj treated in this hospital while it rtiinained oj)en, and 
the following appniciative letter of the help thus rendered wjis sent 
by General J. G. Maxwell, Commanding the Forces in Egypt, to 
His Excellency the Gov(‘rnor of Bombay, viz . : — 

Army Headquarters, 
Cairo, 19ih March y 1916. 
To His Exceli.encv the Governor of Bomhay. 

Your Excei.lency, 

I cannot let the Bombay General Hwsytitiil return to India, 
without expressing our grateful thanks for the excellent services of 
this unit. 



VOLl 
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On the 18th Janufiry, 1015, this hospital with five hundred 
btids arrived in Alaxandria. On 2()th February the first pati(‘nts, 
57 Indians from overseas, wert‘ admitted. On 0th March the hospital 
was temporarily converted for Europeans and utilized for the reception 
of Australian patieuts. On 28rd March the hospital was tem])orarily 
lent to the French militar}^ authorities and remained a Frc‘nch 
hospital from that date until 27th August, 1015, when it again 
became British. 

In March it was (‘x tended by 100 bo<ls, and in July by 200 
more, but, as a matter (^f fact, the number of beds was 875. 

During the time the hospital was op(‘n it has, from time to time, 
received Indian patients from overseas arul those*, operating in 
Egyptian territory. 

From the opening of the hospital until March 10th, 1016, the 


following patients were admitted: — 
Indians 

... 1,410 

British 

... 1,836 

Australians 

... 498 

New Zealanders 

IT) 

French 

.. 1,641 

Russians ... 

3 


5,468 

The average number per day was 411 and the largest number 
on any one day, 878. The l;irgest number admitted on any one 
day was 862 (25th August, 1015). 

The above constitutes an ImjK'rial record which tin* Presidency 
may well be proud of, and I will be obligiid if you will convey this 
letter with our thanks to the Committ'e for their patriotism in 
allowing a hospital destined for Indian patients to be used so freely 
for Imperial purposes. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
(Sd.) J. G. Maxwell, 

Ueiieral Cowwavdhig ihe Forces it/ Egypt. 



48 


CHAPTER IV. 


(H) The Gerard Freemau-ThimaH War llonpUaly Bombay, 
Towards the end of 1915, at the time when the extension of the 
Lady Hardinge War Hospital was decifled upon, there being certain 
indications of the iK'cessity for still further accommodation for Indian 
sick and wounded in Bombay, it was decided to establish there 
another hospital of 500 beds. This was opened on the 13th April, 
1916, in the Royal Institute of Science Buildings, Mayo Road, lent 
for th(' purpose by the Civil authorities, and named the Gerard 
Freeman-Thomas War Hospital, in memory of the lat(5 Lieutenant 
the Honourable Geiurd Fretunan-Thomas, the elder son of Their 
Excellencies the Governor and Lady Willingdon. The indications 
for more room for accommodation for Indian patients having, by 
then, disappeared, it was decide *d, with th(‘ approval of the 
Military authorities, to set this hospital apart solely for Biitish 
non-commissioned offic(u-s and uuul The organization and ecpiipment 
were entrusted to Lieutenant-Colonel Hojel, and he was given the 
first command in addition to his duties in connection with the Lady 
Hardinge War Hospital, he having be(U) reliiwed by Government of 
his civil duties. Later on, however, th(‘ Military authoriti(‘s pointed 
out the necessity of strict uniformity in the management of War 
Hospitals reserved for British troops, so Colonel Hojel was relieved of 
the command and the administration was taken over by thi* military 
authorities, the functions of the hospitals Sub-Committee towards 
the institution being limited to audit. Then, in July, 1916, th(‘ 
General Officer (Commanding the Bombay Brigade ap{)lied to the 
Committee to extend the accommodation by a hundn*d beds. This 
the Committee agreed to do on condition that the General should 
ap])r()ach GovcM-nmcait in the Military l)i'partiiu*nt to undertake in 
future the total financial responsibility of the hospital, thus ecpiipped 
and extended, and on the understanding that all appliances and 
(‘quipment purchased by the CommittcHi should nunain the property 
of the Fund and be returned when no .longer requinul to the 
Committee. Government agre^ed to this and took owi the. upkeep 
with effect from the Ist August, 1916. The Fund, however, 
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ivnuiined responsiblo tor recurring expciidilure in connection with 
certain works, for maintaining (‘(piipineiit up to scale and for charges 
in connection witli the (‘lectrical ])lant and power. In March, 1018, 
these W(n*c also transferred to ({oveniment. 

y7/c Bf/cnlia Club Officers^ Ko^^pitaL 
Simultaneously with tin* extension of the Lady Hardinge War 
Hospital and Hu* establishment of the Gerard Freenian-Thomas War 
Hospital, it. caim* to the notice* of the* Administrative Committee* that 
some* spe‘cial aecommoelatie)n for oOicers from ove‘rseas was re‘epiire.*el 
(luring the pi'i iod oi‘ their e-onvaleseang freun sickne*ss en* wounds 
contra(!te*d on s(‘ivR*e. 'riu‘y, there‘fe)re, decideel to establish a 
liospital for al)out thirty besls, ami this was effected in the* Byculla 
('lub, a larg(‘ portion of which, including the Club service and e>ther 
ame*nitK*s, was kindly placed at their disposal em very generous terms 
by the* Pivsident and ]\[embers of the Club. The organizatie)n was 
t*ntruste*d to the superintenelence of Surgeon-Major S. A. Powell, 
wdio very kindly offered his se;rvices in an honorary capacity. He 
was assisted by Ur. J. 1). Walsh and other medical members of the 
Club and convalescent ])atients, and Doctors Modi, Kohigar, Bana, and 
Xayak. 1'h(* bulk of the organi/ing work devolved on Sergeant-Major 
(i. Rose, B. V. Ritl(*s, the Club Manager, who sjient srv(*ral 
hours daily in carrying out the duties of Hospital Quarter-mastt*r. 
Together with tin* otJi(*i’ War Hospitals maintained by the Fund, this 
institution was also taken over by the Military authorities in March, 
1918. During the ]K*riod it was kept up by the Fund, 692 patients 
in all were treated therein. 

B. Wak H()snT\i.s si^usidjzed a.vd assisted hy the Fi nd. 

(1) T/h^ Lmlf/ W iUintjdon U'ar Hoapiiai, Poona. 
liaily in 1917 it was decid(‘d by Army headquarters to close* 
tin* small scatt(‘n*d .J'«.-l«ian 1Voo])s War Hospitals in the Poona 
iowl f .» transfer the equipment and patients to a largi* 
(•('Utral hospital in Poona, This Inning come to the knowledge of the 
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Administmtive Committee, that body otTeivd to supply suhioient 
e(juipmeiit to bring the new hospital up to that recjuired for a hospital 
tor 500 beds and asked Government to designate the hospital, “The 
Lady VVillingdon War Hospital.” The offer was gratefully accepted 
and sanction to the suggested title imriiediateh' accorded. The 
hospital was formally opened by Their Excellencies Lord and Lady 
VVillingdon in October, 1917, The grant for equipment made by 
the Fund amounted to Rs. 80,000, and a further grant of Rs. 16,000 
wa.s sanctioned for the puiHjhase ot a motor tar and a hospital 
ambulance. These grants were made on the understanding that 
unexpeiuled balances should be refundtal and that the cars and 
equipment purchased by the Fund be returned to the Committee 
when no longer required. 

Tln' richtrla If/fr Jhhs/jit((/, o 

This hospital was in the course of being opeiit'd for British sick 
and wounded at the time when tht* Bombay Presidency General 
Hospital was withdrawn from Alexandria to Bombay. The (.'ommittee, 
therefore, offen.Ml all the equipment of the latt(U’ h(>spital, excepting 
the X-Ray apparatus and three motor ambulances, on loan to the 
Military authorities for use in the V'^ictoria War Hospital on tlu* u.sual 
conditions. This oHor was readily accepts *d. 
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WOMEN’S WORK IN THE WAR. 

Pkkhkivs in no otlior part of India was the aid (d’\Noinrn during- 
I ho War so largely and suceessfully employed as in the Romhay 
Pre.sid(*ncy. In (1ia])ter I fl we have alieady mentioned the fiiet 
that the* women of th(‘ l^omhay Pnvsidency raised a sepajat'* War and 
R(‘ii('f Fund of their own, amonnting to Rs. ‘I0,52,()d4- 1 0-0. 

The vai’ions Woinc^n’s Branches were the most important of 
the exeellti^e agencies throng’ll which the Bombay P?t‘siden(*y Wai’ 
and Titdief Fund sought to carry out its objects. The bianch in 
Bombay was ina,ugurat(*d by Her Exe(‘l](‘nc*y Lady Willingdon bedbre* 
the end of August, 1914, and subsidiary branches were v(‘ry soon 
after ('stablished throughout, the Presidency, at the instance' of Hri' 
Excellency, who personally wrote asking all Ruling Piiuc(‘s, Heads 
of Districts, and Politic«il Agents to organizt' local agencies i,o assist 
the Bombay Branch in its main object, r/:., that of providing a 
continuous ser\ice of gifts calculatcMl to ameliorate tlie lot of uur 
soldieis at vaiious fronts, and particularly those in Mesopotamia. 

The suhsidiaiy blanches, one and all, set to woik with 
prom])tness, and no better testimony of the o\erwhelming success 
of their subscipieiit efforts could he given than that conveyed in the 
following Ibreword eoiitrihuted by LimiU’iiant.-Dem'ral Sit William 
Marshall, K.(’. n., K.c.s. l., (lejieral ( )rtie(n- (\unnianding-in (biet in 
Mesojiotamia, to tin* Annual Kejiort of the JSonibay Branch fu* tin* 
yi'ar ending ^3 1st August, 1018, namely:-- 

“ It is decidedly a ])latitude to say that the women of the 
British Empire have splendid during the War; in mv humble 

opinion iJuy hav(‘ Tilv\a\s be(*ii so, ])nt I doubt if many of ns realize<l 
how i-eally great they cmdd he until the catastrophe ol this world 
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War wuiK* on tin* Einpiro as a bolt from the blue*, in August, l!M4. 
The Germans are perpetually giving forth to tlu* world at large 
that the war was forced on them by a bellicose British Empiie, 
jealous of the commercial progress of Germany: but tlu* absolute 
state of unr(*adiness of Britain to enter into a war of such magnitiuU* 
is an effectual proof of our desire for continued p(*ace. It was this 
state of un])r(‘])aredness for war whi(‘h imm(‘diat(‘ly called forth tlu* 
efforts of our women, who, by th(*ir work, provided innunn'rable 
articles which the Government factories were unable to ])rodnce 
in sufficient quantities. In England certainly, and in otiu*]’ ))arts 
of the Empire, no doubt, a great deal of this woik lackcMl method 
and co-ordination, and consequently much of‘ this invaluabh* effort 
by our women was wasted. After sometinu* it was recogniz(*d. and 
the work was co-ordinated and put on a biisin(*ss-like footing: bur 
to do this r(‘(juired the services of a great administrator li.ke Sir 
Edward Wai’d. 

“In the Bombay Presidency a lt‘ader was ready to hand in 
the person of Her E.xcelleiicy Larh Willingdon who, gift(*d with 
administrative genius of a high order, em‘rg\ and gr(‘at jx'rsonal 
popularity, ensun'd that the organizathm known as “Tlu* Wonu'n's 
Branch of the Bombay Presidency Wai’ and Reli(‘f Fund,” became 
from its inception a thoroughly well-organi/cd concern, and that 
consecjuently no efforts weie wasted. A strong connnitli'e, conqioscd 
of ladies of all creeds but all imbued with tlu* highest patri(»tisni, was 
fl)rnu*d with Her Excellency as Presi<lent, and fiom the beginning the 
fund, w'hich fl)und most genc'rous su})port(*rs, has bc(*n an miqnalili(*d 
su(;cess, and d(*se]’viMlly eaiiicfl tlu* d(*(*)M*st gratitiuN* ot man\ 
thousands of British and Indian soldiers. 

“ Except from hearsay, I (cannot speak for vvhat was accomplished 
by the ladies of Bombay in the early part of the canq^aign in 
j\Iesopotamia, but when I went there in Octobei*, 1016, every (*nf*, in 
the words of the Psalmist, ‘arose aiul called tj^em bl(*ssed.’ 

“ The efforts of the women of the Bombay lh*(*sid<'ncL, though 
perforce at times divc*rted into different channels, have never ielax*ed, 
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and what the annv in ^[esopotaniia owes to th(‘ni is siinh a debt of 
gratitude that it can never be repaid. We can only oui‘ n\ost 
heartfelt thanks. 

“ Any thing that is for the Ixaic^fit of the troops, whethei* nursing 
sisters, officers or men, is at onco ])rovided by this wondi-rful association 
of Iadi(‘s, and not only ])rovidi‘d when aski‘d for, but in the inajoritx 
of cas(^s it foresees what is re(piinxl to add to the comfort of th(* 
foi*ce. It is no(Mlless to point out how very greatly the happiness and 
(content of an army reflects on its ‘ moral ’ (and therefore' its efficiency), 
and in whatciver sucih'sscs that have been attained )>v the Mesopotamian 
Expeditionary Forc(‘, the women of the Bombay Presiih'iicy most 
assurc'dly have their share'.” 

As an example* of tin* working of these W(un('n‘s Branches, w’c 
gi\\e the following details of that of tin* Bombay BraiU'h, w'hich was 
manag(%l by a repi’c'sentative (^ommittiH* under the pi('sid(*ntship of 
Her Excellency Lady Willingdon. 

The work was organized in four groups, namely, English, Pars(n*, 
Mahomeclan, and Hindu; each group being worked by a communal 
secretar}'. Later on an advisory committee was establish(‘d in addition, 
and, in tin* last year, a special Women’s Branch of the joint War 
Comnlitte^^ of the British Red Cross and the Ordi'r of St. John of 
Jerusalem was formed for the ])urpose of reliexing tin* Indian Branch 
of that body of the responsibility of catering for hospitals in the 
Bombay Presidency. 


Ofl'irf' hrarers. 

Her Excellency Lady Willingdon was President and the Hon'ble 
Mr. P. R. Cadell \"ice-President. ’fin* original Chairman of the 
Executive Committee w'as Mrs. Hayward, and she was succced('d in 
1915 by Mrs. Palmer, w^ho, in the following year, passed the office on 
to Lady Reed foj’ the rest of the period. Mr. J. A. I). McBain was 
Honorary General Secretary and Treasurer throughout, except w^hen 
absent orv short leave, during which time the Hon’ble Mr. Pheroze 
Sethna acted for him. 
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original coiniuunal secretjirics \vc*re Mrs. Stanley Reed 
(English), Mi-s. J. B. Petit (Parsee), Dilshad Begum (Mahomedan) 
and Mrs. Sirur (Hindu). All working details of the original organization 
were entrusted to Mi’s. Stanley Reed, and to the very sound foundation 
laid by her must be largely attributed the smooth working and 
subsequent success of the Branch. In 1916 she was relieved by 
Mrs. Orr, who, with the other secretaries, retained their seats for 
the rest of the period. 

Location and Duttihniion of Work, 

The Branch was originally opened in a Hat in Waterloo Mansions, 
but, as the principle adopted was that no reasonable request should 
ever be refused, a greater variety of work than was originally 
anticipate!! came within its .sc<jpe in a very short time. The whole 
organization had, therefore, to be transfen’ed to the spacious halls of 
the (College of Science Institute, kindly lent for the purpose, in 
Older to affoid sufficient accommodation for the various depai’tmcnts 
gi-adually evolving in consequence of the ever-increasing progiamme. 
These included sub-organizations for buying, packing, unpacking 
mofussil contributions, cutting-out hospital equipment, making 
packing-cases, arranging of libraries, etc., etc. Later, as the ovei’sea 
work grew, Branch Dep6ts had to bo opened in Basra (1916) and 
Baghdad (1917). 


ActimticH, 

War Uonpitah , — The Branch provided all the linen and 
necessary clothing for the Lady Hardinge War Hospital, Bombay, 
tht‘ Bombay Presidency (General Hospital, Alexandria, the (lerard 
Freeinan-Thomas Wai- Hospital, Bombay, and the Maharaja Gaekwad's 
Hospital for officers, Bombay. Extra equipment was also kept in 
stock for use as required, each article being stamped with the name 
of the hospital for which it was intended. ^ 

111 addition to thus providing particular hospitals, articles of 
clothing and linen were liberally supplied, on indent, to many 
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other hospitals in the PresideiKjy to supplement the official scale of 
equipment. 

The most important scheme, however, in connection with this 
activity was the furnishing and fitting up of the Maharaja (Jaekwad’s 
Hospital for officers in Bombay. On hearing that extra accommodation 
was required for sick officers, His Highness the Maharaja Oaekwad of 
Baroda, generously placed his beautiful Bombay Palace at the 
^disposal of the authorities for conversion into a hospital of about 
one hundred beds. Oovernment supplied the staff and medical and 
scientific equipment, and the Branch provided all furniture and 
fittings, besides linen and clothing. The amount thus exj>ended was 
refunded subsequently out of a generous grant of Rs. 1,25,000 from 
the Western India Turf Club to the hospital, but the Branch continued 
to^Se^siJonsible, throughout, for the linen and clothing. 'Fhe nni*sing 
staff of the hospital was housed in a fine building in the neighbourhood 
kindly lent to Her Excellency Lady Willingdon for the purpose by His 
Highness the Rao of Cutch. 

In 1916 the Branch established an organization for visiting 
hospitals and distributing gifts to the patients. Croups of English 
and Indian ladies carried out this work twice a week, and many 
took the opportunity of teaching the men needlework, drawing, 
painting, etc. Motor drives for ’ihe convalescent formed part of the 
scheme and were much appreciated. 

Amhnlamui Traim . — In November, 1914, the branch undertook to 
provide many necessaries for the three ambulance trains which ran 
between Bombay and up-country stations. These included a particular 
style of counterpane, which was afterwards adopted as the model for 
the St. John’s Ambulance Beds. 

Transports , — Every transport which left Bombay was provided 
with a stock of comforts for the troops, including tobacco, jam, 
sweetmeats, bidees, playing cards, rice, dried fruits, games, books, etc., 
etc. The Embarkation Commandant, Bomba} , writes: “ The 
broad-minded liberality of the Women’s Branch has not <inly dealt 
with men proceeding on service, but has embmeed all those who 
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are closely connected with field service, and whose conditions demand 
that, when at leisure, they should have every possible comfort and 
amusement. All requests for assistance in ameliorating the conditions 
of the men working in the Docks at Bombay and also for providing 
conveniences for officers and ladies, who have to wait there while 
passing through have been most liberally met and the results 
tremendously appreciated. During the past year the women of 
Bombay have provided a tennis court, bi^oks, and other comforts for 
the embarkation clerks. They have also furnished the waiting and 
refreshment rooms for officers, as well as the waiting room for 
h\dies, and also the retiring and dining rooms for the embarkation 
lady clerks and those of the Base Postal Dep6t.” 

Womeu and Children . — When the war fii*st broke out, and it was 
decided to send homo the families of men detailed for the frcvit, it 
was found that the women and children were inadequately equipped 
for an English winter, having litthi with them but their Indian kit. 
Notwithstanding the shortness of the notice and the difficulties 
involved, nearly 300 were immediately provided with substantial 
winter outfits. 

Kit Bags , — Officers and soldiei’s coming to Bombay from the 
fronts were presented with kit bags, each containing an assortment 
of useful articles varying in character from time to time according 
as to what was found to be most needed. On an average three 
hundred bags were packed daily and, as the practice of distributing 
them commenced very early in the war, the total number presented 
ran into many thousands. In the last year alone 33,068 bags were 
given out at a cost of Rs. 1,98,348-0-0. 

Christmas Vlmn-pnd dings , — ^Tons of plum-puddings, many of 
which were privately prepared, were sent annually in air-tight tins, 
and almost all of these wifely reached their destinations. 

Bandages , — During 1916, when very urgent demands were 
forthcoming for bandages for Mesopotamia,, two circles wen; 
established in Bombay, one in the Yacht Club and one in an hotel. 
Excellent work, resulting in the rolling »>f hundreds of thousands 
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of bandages, was carried out at great pressure until the demand 
ceased. 

Libra nes. — In Octobfir, 1915, a regular department was started 
for establishing libraries for troops in India, Mesopotamia, and East 
Africa. Books, purchased by the Branch or received as gifts, were 
arranged with groups of varying size, catalogiuid, labelled, packed, 
and despatcht*d. Forty-eight such collections w(*re sent out, many 
numbering over a thousand, and that dOvStined to become the 
Bagdad General Library ov<‘r three thousand. 

Nrmpapt^rf^ avd Maijaz'nn ^^, — Many periodicals were systfunatically 
collected, purchased, or presented and packed into consecutively dated 
bundle.s, thousands of which were despatched to the diflferent fronts. 

Kmplafjmrnl jhirraa . — This was started in 1917, with the object 
of providing women workers to replace men in Government offices 
and firms, required for military duty. It was closed on’ the 
establishment, in July 1918, of a National Servic(‘ Bureau by 
Government, under the Board of War Purposes ; but it served a most 
useful purpose during the fourteen months of its existence. It was 
staffed and managed by the Association of University Women in 
India and workers were* placed in such Govc'rnment Departments as 
the Postal Censorship, Military Accounts, Euibarkation, the. Admiralty, 
etc. A Women’s Hospital Unit was also formed and NVome]i were 
supplied for working in clubs, canteens, and in other occupations 
including a Colh'ge Professorship. In its closing months th(‘ Bureau 
was able to place* as many as 40 per cent, of those aj)])lying for 
work. 

irar Siaafjhs . — At the instance of the Branch, a stainp to serve as 
a s(*al for letters was ])rinted by Mi'ssis. De La Kue k Co. from designs 
sent to them and the venture proved to be a very appreciable source 
of revenue. 

EaioriainmruiH nud Fvtrx, — 8ories i>f these had to be organized 
to develop revenue and, in the first two years, a total of Rs. 1,20,280 
was realized as the pi’oceeds of no fewer than 101 entertainments. 

The giant effort, however, in this direction was the great War 
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Sale and Fete held in the Town Hall and Elphinstone Circle in 
November, 1916. 

This undertaking, which to<ik many months to organize, yielded 
profits amounting to Rs. 5,53,28(). This is believed to constitute a 
record for any similar eftbrt in the East. 

In the following year an Exhibition of food and household 
requisites of purely Indian production, combined with a grand Fancy 
Fair, realized Rs. 2,50,574. 

IV’orkintj Cii'cJeH . — These wiTe organized on definite lines in 
Bombay and up-country stations with a view to having garments 
made up out of materials provided by the Branch or purchased 
locally. In remote stations the output was most satisfactory, and the 
Branch was always able to meet demands even at unreasonably short 
notice. 

The Queev IWhuind School for Luliim Soldiers , — This 

was started by an initial donation of Rs. 25,000 from the Branch and 
opened by His Excellency Lord Willingdon in Braganza Hall, 
Mazagon, kindly lent for the purpose by the Trustetis of the estate 
of the late Sir Jacob Sassoon. The object of the organization is to 
teach disabled soldiers trades and secure employment for them on 
their becoming proficient; board and maintenance being provided free 
during the period of training. Classes were arranged in hosiery, 
motor driving and mechanism, tailoring and oil engine driving. 

Children's Branch , — This was formally started in August, 1917, 
in association with the Branch, with a view to giving children an 
opportunity of demonstrating their usefulness and keenn(*SH in War 
Relief Work. The movement spread rapidly and, by January, 1918, 
there were branches in ne^irly every place where Women’s Branches had 
been instituted. By March, 1918, it was considered desirable to establish 
a Central Committee in Bombay, to deal with the organization as 
a whole, with district local committees in up-country stations. 

Entertainments and sales were organized, in which the juveniles 
took leading parts, and the proceeds were set apart for the benefit 
of disabled soldiers and their families. 
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Tho membership aggregated thousands and every effort was 
made to induce the children to appreciate the significance of 
• membership. Not only were brochures illustrating the work in the 
Queen Mary’s Technical School distributed amongst them, but the 
distribution of membership medals in the various centres was made, 
as often as possible, the occasion of a sniall function at which the 
objects of the Branch were explained fully. 

Th^'Bombay Branch Secretary writes: ‘'The spirit in which 
some of the children regard their membership is admirably exemplified 
in an act of self-sacrifice which is worthy of being placed on record. 
The boys of Elphinstone High School, who won prizes in examinations 
and in school sports have unanimously presented the amount of thcir 
prizes, .amounting to Rs. 250, to the funds of the Children s Branch. ” 

The total receipt up to August, 1918, amounted to Rs. 31,829-2-7, 
and the working expenses to Rs. 2,759-14-0. Donations to the 
extent of Rs. 20,000 were given and a balance of nearly Rs. 10,000 
left in hand. 

Red CroMH Work , — On the 1st of March, 1918, the Branch 
established a Women’s Branch of the Joint War Committee of the 
British Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
with a view to relieving the Indian Branch of that body of all 
responsibility in connection with catering for hospitals in the Bombay 
Presidency, including Aden, and those in Mhow, Deesa, and Mount 
Abu. 

Up to August, 1918, 580 cases of comforts were distributed 
and, in addition, such articles as wheeled chairs, dressing trolleys, 
ward-tables, operating stools, stretchers, chairs, pianos, gramophones, 
clocks, games requisites of all kinds, napery, easy chairs, cushions, 
crockery, stationery, periodicals, etc., etc. 

Over and above the provision of comforts and gifts, motor drives 
and entertainments w^e organized and, in some hospitals, carpentry 
rooms were instituted to give the men useful and profitable 
employment. 

ChihH and IIohMh, — During' the last year the Branch entirely 
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equipped three clubs for nurses in Mesopotamia, one in Basra, one in 
Amara (which is also a hostel) and one in Bagdad. Material assistance 
was also afforded, both in money grants and furniture, in the cases of 
clubs started there for officers and men. 

In the winter of 1916-17, Their Excellencies placed Government 
House, Mahableshwar, at the disposal of the Branch to serve as an 
hostel for nurses requiring a rest and change. The necessary 
temporary adaptation was effected and, when Their Excellencies 
went into residence in the summer, the special equipment was 
transferred to the Victoria Hotel, Mahableshwar, which was rented 
by the Branch for the purpose. Mahableshwar being too remote for 
week-end rests, a second hostel was adapted in Bandra in a house 
kindly lent by Mr. Byramjee Jeejeebhoy for the purpose. 

In 1916 a Nurses’ Club, originally started by the Y. W. C. A., 
was transferred to the Admiral’s House, Bombay, by the courtesy 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, East Indies Station, and 
later on to the beautiful house of Sir Ratan Tata in Waudby Road. 
To this institution the Branch made a donation of Rs. 10,000. 

Jiihieational Bureau , — During the last year the Branch established 
certain classes for short-hand, type-writing, book-keeping, and office 
management, with a view to better equipping candidates recommended 
by the Employment Bureau for work in Government and other offices. 
These were taken full advantage of. 

Mmreffaneoua . — Under the above headings are sketched the 
main directions in which the Branch extended its activities. The 
ceaseless vigilance, however, of the indefatigable President led to 
many graceful acts which cannot strictly be classed under any 
individual heading. Among such may be included the arranging for 
Christmas dinners, teas, and entertainments for patients in military 
hospitals, the giving of small gifts to such patients, grants for 
improving hospital gardens, keep-sakes to Indian soldiers returning 
from the front, gifts of supplementary articles and furniture and 
equipment to soldiers’ institutes, the provision of recreational tents 
where clubs were not available, gifts of special bags to officers 
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quickly passing through Bombay and not having time for shopping, 
etc., etc. 

Reports , — Annual Reports were published giving full details 
of the great mass of work accomplished each year and statements of 
Receipts and Expenditure. 

In that for 1917 the following letter from the Private Secretary 
to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress is reproduced : — 

Buckingham Palace: 

17fh January y 1917, 

Dear Lady Willingdon, 

I have handed to the Queen the copy of your Report of the 
Women’s Bombay Presidency War Fund for the past year, and Her 
Majesty desires me to thank Your Excellency sincerely for your 
kind thought in sending it for her acceptance. 

The Queen is glad‘ to learn from the Report that such wonderful 
work has been achieved by the women of Bombay, and Her Majesty 
can fully realize how proud you must be of them. 

It is a great satisfaction to the Queen to know that the 
collection of things she caused to be sent from her Needle- work 
Guild has been so much appreciated. 

How splendid to have got such a magnificent palace for an 
officers’ hospital. 

With all good wishes to you and Freeman. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Sd.) Edward Wallingdon. 

His Excellency the Governor, in the course of a foreword in the 
same Report, wrote : — 

**The War has now reached a stage when the capacity for 
endurance, and the stern determination to persevere to the end, is 
likely to prove the deciding factor. As Governor of the Presidency, 
I am proud to see that this is the spirit which actuates its women, 
and to express my admiration and appreciation of their splendid 
service to the great cause. When the victorious and honourable 
peace to which we all look forward with unshaken confidence has 
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been secured, they will have the priceless reward of knowing that 
they contributed- their share and for long years to come thousands of 
soldiers and sailors throughout the Empire will remember with 
gratitude the women of Bombay/' 

We have given a very detailed account of the activities of the 
Women’s Branch of Bombay, so as to enable the reader to grasp 
the immense and varied nature of the extremely useful work carried 
out by the women of Bombay, with a view to ameliorating the hard 
lot of our sailors and soldiers. Meanwhile, the women in the other 
parts of the Bombay Presidency had also borne by no means 
negligible part in the same humane task. No less than 48 Women’s 
Mofussil Branches were formed and these emulated the mother 
Branch of Bombay in the scope of their activities and the quantity 
of their output according to the local resources available and the 
assistance that could be profitably given them from the Bombay 
Branch. The latter was naturally distributed according to the 
number of workers available at, and the local resources of each, 
particular station. 

The greater part of their activities was confined to the collection 
of money and gifts and the making up of useful articles of clothing, 
though other lines of useful work were carried out where possible. 
In order to rais^ funds recourse was had, in addition to appeals for 
help, to concerts, fancy fairs, etc., etc. Cinema and other Companies 
kindly lent their aid and even the Children’s Branches did splendid 
work, <?. ^., a fiSte organized by the Children’s Branch at Ahmedabad 
realized Rs. 17,200. 

The largest of the Mofussil Branches was that of Sind, and some 
account of this seems desirable. 

A few days after the commencement of the War, what was 
known as the Women’s Patriotic League, was started in ICaraohi by 
Mrs. Shaw with Mrs. Barton as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. 

Soon after, branches were started at Hyderabad, Sukkur, 
Larkana, Shikarpur, Mirpurkhas, Kotri, Tatta, and the Persian Gulf. 
Twenty parties, ifx all consisting of 256 women members, were 
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working in connection with these branches, and by October, 1914, 
nearly 10,000 finished garments were sent to the Central Dep6t. 

From January 1st, 1916, to March 31st, 1916, it was calculated 
that ten bales of material were made up into garments, and fi’om 
the beginning of the War to June, 1918, the total number of 
garments reached 69,949. 

In January, 1916, Her Excellency Irfidy Willingdon visited 
Karachi and inspected the work of the League. In token of her 
appreciation Her Excellency invited the body to aflSliation with 
the Bombay Branch. The invitation was accepted, and the title 
thereafter changed to the “ Sind Women’s Branch of the Bombay 
Presidency War and Relief Fund.” General and executive committees 
were formed and special voluntary workers placed in charge of the 
different departments arising concomitantly with the* extension of 
the work. The activities of the Branch comprised, besides the 
collecting of money and the making up of garments, (1) the collecting 
and purchasing of gifts of all kinds, including pianos, other musical 
instruments, smoking requisites, games, soap, tooth-brushes, etc., etc. ; 

(2) the organization and management of a cjinteen at the Rest Camp ; 

(3) aid to the Y. M. C. A. in their scheme to teach handicrafts to 
disabled soldiers ; (4) supplying books, papers, magazines, etc., to 
soldiers* institutes in Karachi, Manora, and Keamari ; (6) arranging 
for motor joy-rides for convalescents; and (6) the organizing of 
entertainments in hospitals and elsewhere. 

In 1917 a Children’s Branch was started on the lines of those in 
Bombay, Poona, and elsewhere, the membership rapidly rising to 
over 500. The proceeds of entertainments, sales, etc., organized by 
this Branch, were set apart for the entertainment of patients in 
War hospitals and for a scheme for teaching handicrafts to disabled 
soldiers. 

In the same" year, in order to avoid overlapping, the Branch took 
over the functions of the Karachi Branch of the Joint War Committee 
of the British Red Cross and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
which were, therefore, ruii under a Committee entitled the “ Sind 
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Women’s Branch of the Joint War Committee.” The particular 
work of this Committee comprised (1) the supply of hospitals in 
Mesopotamia and Southern Persia with all necessaries ; (2) the supply 
to soldiers of kit-bags containing warm clothing on their homeward 
journey or when sent to Kasauli for treatment ; (3) distributing small 
gifts and minor comforts and luxuries to patients in hospitals; 
(4) arranging motor drives for convalescents ; and (5) the meeting of 
ambulance trains and hospital ships in order to give refreshments, etc., 
to the sick and wounded. 

The following statement summarises the work of the Committee 
from February, 191^, to July, 1918: — 

War Hospitals ... ... 1,21,243 articles. 

Hospital Ships ... ... 3,256 „ 

Ambulance Trains ... ... 10,778 „ 

Articles sent to Mesopotamia and 

Persia ... ... 19,407 „ 

Total ... 1,54,684 

Total estimated of the above issued Rs. 80,534-10-10. 

The Branch also rendered very material aid in the Indian War 
Loan by opening an office and encouraging women and others to 
invest. The results represent investments of Rs. 4,22,057-8-0 in th(i 
first and Rs. 5,27,275-8-0 in the second Loan. 
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RED CROSS AND AMBULANCE WORK. 
A. Bombay. 


/. — Red Cross Work. 

The Indian Branch of the St. John's Ambulance Association 
issued a circular letter on the 7th of August, 1914, forty-eight hours 
after the news of the declaration of war had reached India, to every 
centre of the Association in India, asking for the formation of Ladies’ 
Committees — 

(1) to collect funds ; 

(2) to collect gifts suitable for the sick and wounded, and 

(8) to collect material for voluntary aid detachments. 

Such Committees appeared in a very short time in almost every 
station in India. The funds collected were administered by the Indian 
Council under the presidentship of His Excellency Lord Hardinge, 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, and tlie gifts were received 
and distributed by central dep<5ts, of which the St. John's Ambulance 
War Gifts Dep6t in Bombay was the most important. 

To obviate difficulties experienced in previous campaigns in 
the distribution of gifts, standard units were worked out by the 
Medical Bmnch of Army Headquarter giving the numbers and 
nature of the supplementary articles required for each ten hospital 
beds, British and Indian sepamtely, as well as for British and Indian 
General Hospitals of 100 beds each. An appeal was issued for such 
units on the 19th of August, 1914, and, up to the Ist June, 1916, 
no fewer than 11,536 units had been despatched from the Bombay 
depdt alone to the various fronts and hospitals. 
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To effect replacement or renewals, replacement units were devised 
and, in the same period, 1,234 of these were sent out from the same 
depdt. 

In addition three other units were introduced, viz., a surgical 
box, a games and smoking requisites box for British sick, and a similar 
box for Indian sick. 

Similar assortments of gifts were arranged for hospital ships and 
ambulance trains, and a continuous delivery of what were called Red 
Cross bags was effected. These bags were designed with a view to 
supplying invalided or convalescent soldiers with such articles as 
might be of use to them on leaving hospital or returning to the front. 
Up to the end of June, 1916, in all 10,714 bags had been received 
and issued by the Bombay dep6t. 

Early in 1916 Mr. E. H. Risdall, of the British Red Croas 
Society, arrived in India to establish a Red Cross Commission in 
Mesopotamia, and Sir Lawless Hepper was appointed British Red 
Cross Commissioner, Bombay. In May, 1916, the latter gentleman was 
invited to take charge of the St. John's Ambulance War Gifts Depfit, 
the idea being to avoid overlapping and facilitate the amalgamatioif^ 
of the Order of St. John and the Red Cross in India, which was shortly 
to take place. This amalgamation took place shortly after and the 
Indian Counci# of the St. John s Ambulance Association affiliated 
itself to the Joint War Committee in England of St. John’s and 
the Red Cross under the title of the Indian Branch of the Joint War 
Committee of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and the British Red 
Cross Society, and as an earnest of the agreement the Joint War 
Committee in England placed the sum of £30,000 to the credit of 
the new Branch for the furtherance of the work. 

The new organization took effect from the 2nd August, 1916, the 
Indian Branch of the St. John’s Ambulance Association retaining its 
own constitution so far as pre-war activities were concerned, and 
affiliating with the Joint War Committee, so &r as its Red Cross work 
was concerned. Their Excellencies the Viceroy, Lady Chelmsford, and 
the Commander-in-Chief in India consented to be President, Lady 
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President, and Vice-President, respectively, of the Branch, with the 
Hon'ble Surgeon-General Sir Pardey Lukis as Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, and Sir Lawless Hepper as Vice-Chairman 
for Bombay. 

The increase of work necessitated the removal of the depdt to 
more extensive premises, and by the courtesy of the Trustees of the 
Port of Bombay a large portion of the ground floor of No. 2 Shed, 
Alexandria Dock, was placed at the disposal of the Joint War 
Committee, free of charge. The dep6t was moved to the new premises 
on 11th September, 1916, with Sir Lawless Hepper as Honorary 
Superintendent. 

The accounts were overhauled prior to the transfer, and 
arrangements were made for a monthly audit, which Messrs. Ferguson 
& Co. kindly undertook in an honorary capacity. The stock was 
insured, and a full paid staff was entertained, the packing and unpacking 
being supervised by honorary lady workers. Requisition fonns were 
introduced for the use of British and Indian Hospitals on the lines of 
those in use in Egypt, Malta, etc. 

The work of the depdt may be summarized as follows : — 

(a) Clearing and forwarding the supplies sent direct from 

London to Mesopotamia. 

(b) Obtaining and despatching to Mesopotamia supplies to 

supplement despatches from England. 

(c) Equipment, payment, obtaining passages, etc., for Red 

Cross personnel passing through Bombay on the 
outward or homeward journey. 

(d) Supplying hospital clothing and Red Cross .stores of all 

kinds, on requisition, to hospitals, hospital ships, and 
ambulance trains in India. 

(e) The distribution of newspapers and fruits to hospitals 
*" in Bombay, Poona, and Deolali. This work, formerly 

in the hands of the Women*s Branch, was transferred 
to the Red Cross Depdt in 1917. 

With the shortage' of sea freight, supplies from England were 
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gradually reduced, and by the middle of 1917 the demands of 
Mesopotamia and hospitals in India were being met practically in 
full from India. Ladies’ Working Centres all over India and BuinDfia 
supplied hospital clothing to the Red Cross Depdt, and local purchases 
were made when necessary. London continued to supply only such 
articles as wheeled chairs, rubber goods, articles not obtainable 
in India, and large quantities of illustrated papers and books. 

Besides the gifts sent from stations in India, the Red Cross 
Depdt received large supplies of clothing from the various centres of 
Queen Mary s Needlework Guild in the East, and also from the 
New Zealand branches of the Red Cross. 

The volume of business passing through the Red Cross Depdt 
may be gathered from the following figures for the two years from the 
amalgamation up to 31st July, 1918 : — 


Number of cases of clothing and comforts issued to 
Mesopotamia, War Hospitals, Hospital ships, and 
Ambulance trains in India, to East Africa, Egypt, 


Palestine, and the frontier field forces 

... 38,641 

Number of garments received as gifts 

... 4,52,294* 

Number garments purchased 

... 8,99,714 

Number of garments issued 

... 13,24,073 

Total value of issuee. 

B& 

Mesopotamia 

... 42,36,609 

War and other hospitals in India 

... 10,62,621 

Hospital ships 

... 2,37,971 

Ambulance trains 

... 30,586 

Waziristan Field Force 

94,465 

East Africa 

... 86,518 

Egypt and Palestine 

... 33,268 

Marri Field Force. . . 

10,987 

Totol 

,.. 67,92,890 
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In addition to the clothing and comforts supplied to hospitals 
on requisition, the Joint War Committee, through the Red Cross 
Dfepdt, provided patients in the Bombay, Poona, and Deolali hospitals 
with minor gifts which were distributed by the visiting committees 
of the Women’s Branch, such as illustrated papers, writing materials, 
mirrors, matches, etc., and grants were made to all hospitals at 
Christmas, on a pro rata basis, for Christmas dinnei's. 

Among the more important supplies to hospitals, besides clothing, 
may be mentioned wheeled chairs and couches, surgical trollies, air 
and water beds, air rings, hot water bottles, easy chairs, carrying 
chairs, cigarettes and tobacco, gramophones and records, billiard and 
bagatelle tables, pianos and harmoniums, bed-side tables and chairs, 

, head rests, bed trays, games, requisites of all kinds, indoor and 
outdoor, and daily papers. 

Over and above the organization for the distribution of Red 
Cross supplies of all kinds, it was decided in August, 1916, to develop 
other activities in connection with the Bombay hospitals. An advisory 
committee was formed to assist the Honorary Superintendent, Red 
Cross Dep6t, for the purpose, and the following gentlemen undertook 
the chairmanship of sub-coniinittces of special branches, viz . : — 

(1) Enquiries ... Chairman J. P. Orr, Esq., c.s.i., i.c.s. 

(2) Entertainments ... Chairman Major-General Wyndham 

C. Knight, C.B., c.s.i., D,s.o. 

(tS) Harbour Outings .. . Chairman Wardlaw Milne, Elsq. 

(4) Motor Drives ... Chairman W. C. Sheppard, Esq., I.c.s, 

(5) Publicity ... Chairman Captain S. T. Sheppard. 

Bn^niries . — Prior to the amalgamation, the Y. M. C^ A. had 

been in charge of this activity as agents to the Joint War Committee 
in London. After amalgamation it was arranged to link up the work 
with the Indian Branch of the Joint War Committee, and Mr. On* 
formed a sub-committee of members of the Y. M, C. A, and others 
who were interested in the work. 

Assistance was given in the form of card indices in the different 
l^OBpilials, a large number of voluntary searchers was enlisted. 
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and an interesting and instnictive hand-book was issued for their 
guidance. 

Enlertainments , — The sub-committee formed to deal with this 
branch under General Knight comprised members of the Y. M. C. A. 
and others, and the executive part of the work was mainly in the 
hands of the Y. M. C. A. working for the Joint War Committee, 
which supplied the cinema machines and necessaiy funds. Regular 
cinema shows, concerts, band programmes, lectures, etc., were held, 
and the very large audiences testified to the great appreciation of 
the patients. 

Harbour Outings , — These proved to be the most popular amongst 
convalescent patients. Excursions were made in the Red Cross Motor 
Launch Lyfham and several other launches kindly lent by various 
Shipping Companies in Bombay. Mr. Wardlaw Milne enlisted the 
services of several ladies and gentlemen who undertook the charge 
of the arrangements on different days, and the patients were conveyed 
to and from the hospitals with the help of tram cars lent by the 
Bombay Electric Supply and Tramway Company. In all 12,639 
patients were taken out in these excursions. 

Motor Drives , — A fund was raised early in 1916, by Mr. Simcox, 
the Collector of Bombay, to provide motor drives for convalescents, 
and, at the time of the amalgamation, this fund was being managed 
by Mr. Shepperd, who had succeeded Mr. Simcox as Collector. 
Six cars had been presented to the fund and drives were arranged 
in these, in private cars lent for the purpose and in cars hired with 
money subscribed to the Fund. It was later decided to effect a 
combination and Mr. Shepperd joined the Advisory Committee as 
Chairman of the Motor Drives sub-committee. After the money 
collected by the old fund was exhausted, the drives were financed 
entirely by the Joint War Committee. In addition to the six cars 
belonging to the fund, between twenty-five and thirty cars were hired 
each month, and about an ^pnal number lent by private individuals. 
The men took very kind)||^ this form of amusement and 1,15,184 
patients were given dri^^' during the period under review. Bed 
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• Cross bad^s, made in Calcutta, were distributed to private owners 
oi can who were kind enough to lend them on a certain number of 

days m each month and also to those who donated a certain sum to 
enable cars to be hired. 

To fecUitate the distribution of gifte and carrying out of other 
wtmtiM, e. g., drives, picnics, entertainments, etc., in large centres, 

e Joint War Committee appointed the following Red Cross 
representatives : — 

Poona ... Jackson. 

Belgaum ... ... Mr. A. Montgomerie, i.c.s. 

Ahmedabad ... ... Mrs. Broomfield. 

These representatives were supplied with the necessary fiinds 
fi:om the Red Cross Depdt, Bombay.. 

In connection with the Red Cross activities in Bombay the 
Royal Bombay Yacht Club Bandage Circle must be mentioned. This 
circle was inaugurated in 1916, the Club Committee having kindly 
allowed the use of the ball room for the purpose. Under the 
supervision of Lady Hepper and with the help of a large number of 
willing workers, 2,79,967 bandages were rolled and supplied through 
the Red Cross Depdt to Mesopotamia and hospitals in Tnflift 

In Apnl, 1917, SirLawlessHepper, on his appointment as Collector 
of Munitions, handed over the office of Honoraiy Superintendent of 
the Red Cross Deprtt to Major G. L. Davies. 

On the 1st March, 1918, under a scheme of reorganization and 
decentralization, all Red Cross work in connection with hospitals in 
the Bombay Presidency was taken over by the . Women’s Branch 
under the title of “ The Bombay Women’s Branch of the Joint War 
Committee.” The sub-committees for entertainments, etc., were 
transferred to the new local organization as well as the Bed Cross 
representatives with their activities at Poona, Belgaum, andAhmedabad. 

It was arranged that the expenses should, as fiur as possible, be met 
from funds undeir'looal control, the Joint War Committee assisting 
when neoe^ry. 

SimilM local organizations throughout India have further relieved 
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the Bed Ocmis I%dt of tupplioe to Ind^ hoi^teli yiF^ik 

the dep6t was then oonfia^ mNy appidliei^ 4^ 

East Afriea» Egypt> and hos|At«d shi)^ 

trains and to frontier and other hospitals in India^ where leoal wp0^ 

are defioient. 


Immediately on the outbreak of the War, there bein^ no regular 
Army Bearer Corps available in Bombay, the local St. John's 
Ambulance Brigade organized First-aid posts at the railway stations 
in Bombay and at tbe docks and many hundreds of cases were 
attended to. 

On the arnval of the first hospital ship in November, 1914, the^ 
Parsi and Cosmopolitan Division of the Brigade undertook to deal 
with all overseas cases, the former being responsible for disembarking, 
entraining, and conveying cases to the local hospitals and the latter 
for receiving lying-down cases at the hospitals and conveying them 
to their beds. 

Besides loading, carrying, and unloading stretchers, tbe men of 
the Brigade distributed fruit, cigarettes, and minor comforts, provided 
by the European Committee, to all the sick and wounded arriving at 
or departing by hospital ships or ambulance trains. 

The Office^ of the St John's Ambulance Brigade responsible 
for the oi^nization of the scheme and the mustering of individual 
members were 

Lieutenant H. G. Clark, i a. r. o., District Commissioner. 

Mr. Dinshaw Eduljoe Mahava, Superintendent, Parsi Divisiom 

Mr. Dosabhai Framjee Panthaki, Secretaty, Para Division^ 

Mr. DorahaNnsserwanjee Marker, Supprintendopt, CosmopoUtan 
Division. 

Mn Oiisladjee Nnsserwanjee Ouzdar, Panri IKvraon. 

In a note the work of this Brigade, tim 
Commanding the jBoml^ Brigade Writes ^ 

*^11ie mainsiiring of the work was 
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Bw work' was beyond all ^raiiie, and was camnd on 
^ Ma <Mlb in 1^18. 

**1E^iteaden of the Farsi sad Coemc^litan Division worited 
wbole^&eariadly, and fttnn August, 1914» neither they nor members of 
their Divisipns ever shirited the arduous nature of their self-imposed 
duty, inspiie of the &ot that when large numbers of siok and wounded 
were being handled their hours were sometimes from 7 in the 
morning till midnight. 

“Captain Brewin and Sergetmt Jehangir Eduljee Laheir, both 
of the Poona Volunteer Rifles, rendered great help and encouragement 
to the work of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, and throughout 
Captain Brewin was an able assistant to Mr. Clark in supervising 
.their work.” 

At Karachi, Poona, Belgaum, and Ahmedabad, Red Cross Work, 
on the lines of that carried out at Bombay, was enthusiastically 
undertaken by devoted bands of Voluntary Workers. The work in 
Sind, in Augustfl916, under the decentralization scheme of the Joint 
War Committee, of the British Bed Cross Society and the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem, the Bed Cross work of the centre was taken 
over by the Sind Women’s Branch of the Bombay Presidency War 
and Belief Fund and worked by a branch of that body under the 
title of the “ Sind Women’s Branch of the Joint War Committee.” 

In the case of- Poona, the ambulance was carried out throughout 
by voluntary squads consisting of members of the Poona Rifle 
Volunteers and the Indian Defence Force, first under Lieut.-Colonel 
Walker and subsequently under Major Graham Smith. These squads 
were aided by a strong auxiliary squad under Captain T. Todd, all 
bearers being trained in First-aid and stretcher drill. Too much 
cannot be said in praise of the regular and self-sacrificing work of 
the squads mentioned. They never failed to attend, even at short 
notice, ahd on some occasions, had to attend to two trains a day. At 
they, turned up to find that there were no lying-down oases and 
at others, owing to shortage of motor transport, they had to wait 
iot hours for the return of the cars, although, to most of them, such 
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delays meant serious interference of their work or business. Indian 
troops were attended as well as British, and the bearers had sometimes 
to find their way to the Ghorpuri siding instead of the Poona Station. 

Major Graham Smith, who was in command of the unloading, was 
present at no fewer than 116 trains and, when unavoidably absent, 
his place was ably taken by Captain Todd, who never missed a train 
unless prevented from attending by sickness or absence from Poona. 



CHAPTER VII. 


INQUIRY BUREAU. 

Bombay embarked on a unique work in instituting a Bui‘eau of 
Enquiry for missing and wounded men. Those who have ever been 
left in suspense as regards the welfare of an absent relative or friend 
and who cannot hope to receive a “ Daily Bulletin ” giving them the 
desired information, can conceive what a relief it is to receive news 
regularly, day by day. But the uncertainty that awaits the destiny 
of a soldier or sailor fighting in far away lands is accentuated more 
than a hundredfold through the exigencies of a colossal War. The 
expected news may never arrive through the criminal sinking by 
the enemy of the ship conveying it. The man may have been killed or 
he may be a prisoner, without the authorities being able to say definitely 
what was his fate, for many were drowned, buried or blown to atoms. 
The iiuiii may have been unable to write through being wounded or 
through sickness, or even to remember his own name, as has hap[)ened 
in the case of shell shock. 

To relieve this intolemble suspense, Bombay institut(‘d its Search 
Work. 

This was conducted in India, on behalf of the British Bed Cross 
Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in England, by the 
Young Men's Christian Association in Bombay until October, 
when it was taken over by a sub-committee of the local branch of 
the Joint War Committee of those bodies under the chairmanship of 
Mr. J. P. Orr, i.e.s. 

Linder the new regime the hospitals in Bombay were divided 
into four groups and placed under four paii-s of chief searchers, 
each of whom recruited and instructed bands of searchers to work 
under them, all being voluntary. Mofiissil branches were gradually 
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established in Poona, Deolali, Trimulgherry, Mhow, and Belgaum on 
similar lines, and, later on in Ahmednagar, Bangalore, and Wellington. 

The number of searchers, which was 10 on the 1st of November, 
1916, increased to 86 later on. 

The funds allotted to the Inquiry Sub-Committee by the Joint 
War Committee were spent mainly on the maintenance of a small 
establishment in Bombay for dealing with references by mail and 
cable from the London Red Cross Inquiry Office. Such references 
were grouped under two main headings, namely, “ News Wanted ” 
cases and “ Inquiries for Missing and Wounded.” The former included 
applications for news of soldiers serving in India or Mesopotamia 
from anxious relatives who had no recent news, and the latter 
included all applications for the latest information as to the condition 
of sick and wounded relatives, or to details regarding those officially 
reported missing or killed. 

The necessary inquiries were made by the searchers, who 
interviewed patients in military hospitals or convalescent camps and 
sent up, on cards, whatever infonnation they could glean. These 
were scrutinized by the Chairman, revised, compared with previous 
cards referring to the same cases and sent back, if necessary, for 
amendment, or referred to the military authorities, and finally 
deposited in a regular (^rd index box in the Bombay Office. 

By special arrangements with the authorities of hospitals and 
camps, searchers generally managed to get the Red Cross inquiry 
lists shown to every new-comer within a week of his arrival. 

Such inquiry lists were received from London in print every 
three months, and, in the intervals, typed supplements arrived by 
eveiy mail, as also Cancels ” or instructions for taking off the lists 
men about whom sufficient information had been received. The 
printed lists were distributed regularly to searchers. Supplements 
and cancels, as they arrived, were combined with local inquiries and 
local cancels, printed and distributed to searchers for action. 

During the period under review 196 local inquiries were received 
and, in 173 of these cases, the men inquired . for were traced, or 
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their fate ascertained, an^ many gmteful lettei’s acknowledging the 
inibrmation supplied were received. The total n umbel's remaining 
on the combined lists at the end of the several months from October, 
1917, to July, 1918, inclusive, were 628, 599, 568, 362, 355, 361, 
273, 268, 207, and 173, respectively. 

Copies of searchers’ cards were sent to London by twery mail 
together with rc'ports received from ofRcei*s commanding regiments 
or hospitals and lettei*s from the men inquired for. In all, 1,675 cai'ds 
wen* sent to London ami 657 reports and lettei*s. Two thousand one 
hundred and twenty-seven cards aiul 3,020 letters were received ami 
desjiatched, and 196 cables were received and replied to. 

There were a large number of patients in tlu* Bombay War 
Hospitals in 1916-17, but the inquiries from London reached Bombay 
at a date so late after the actual engagements concerned, that ftiaiiy 
patients who had been in these combats had been tninsferred to 
up-country hospitals and convalescent camps before the arrival of the 
inquiries concerning them. Later on, however, lists of missing weie 
obtained direct from Basra soon after each engagement and search 
work was done in anticipation of inquiries from London. 

In May, 1917, a hand-book explaining the nature and scope of 
the work with instructions to workers, specimens of reports, dates of 
principal engagements and other general infonnation, was issued by 
Mr. Orr, and it proved to be most useful. 

As the seaichers gained experience the number of cards accepted 
gradually increased until a set-bftck came in June, 1917, in consequence 
of several searchers having to give up the work on joining the newly 
formed Indian Defence Force. Happily it was found possible to 
replace them by ladies, who made a good response made in the ])ress, 
to a call for searchers. 

Towards the end of 1917, and early in 1918, the monthly 
numbers of cards received decreases! considembly, as there were very 
few new inquiries and very few and .short lists of missing. In 
consequence, moreover, of the advance of our lines in Mesopotamia 
and of the very great improvements in the conditions of the hospitals 
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there, there were couipariitively few patients in the Bombay War 
Hospital during 19J7-18. 

In 1918, however, the number of inquiries under the “News 
Wanted heading eomineiicefl to increase and, in addition to*the above 
routine, search work was started amongst the men passing through 
the Bombay Docks on their way to and from furlough and also in 
leave camps. This proved to be most useful, as no fewer than 300 
out of 328 cards accepted from searchers after the 1st of May, 1918, 
gave news obtained from such men. 

Official lists of missing were received from the Central Casualty 
Bureau, Simla, every month, an<l copies of all cards bearing infoi*mation 
sufficiently definite to justify the removal of names from those lists 
were sent to that Bureau. 

In July, 1918, Mr. Finlay Smith was sent from Basra, by the R(h 1 
Cross Cominissionei’, t<j study the Bombay methods, with a view to 
their application to similar work throughout Mesopotamia. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


WAR WORK OF PARTICULAR ORGANIZATIONS. 

(1) Army Work of the Young Men’s Christian Assoc iation. 
A. Bombay. 

(a) Brituh Troopti, 

In the early stages of the War the principal activities of the 
Y. M. C. A. were in connection with the meeting of in-coming British 
troops at the Docks and providing the troops with facilities for letter 
writing, money changing, distribution of special news sheets, etc. 
T.<ater on entertainments were arranged for troops passing through 
and for the sick and wounded in hospitals. 

By the summer of 1916, the work had so developed that it was 
obvious that a total reorganization was necessary. A separate Army 
branch was therefore founded, with the Hon’ble Mr. G. S. Curtis as 
(Chairman, with several influential gentlemen supporting as Chairmen 
of Sub-f'ommittees which were formed to supervise particular 
activities as follows : — 

Major-General W. Knight ... Entertainments. 

R. C. H. Barnard, Esc|. ... Cooperage Camp. 

Sir Naraiii G. Chandavarkar ... Indian troops. 

W. C. Sheppard, Escj. ... Victoria War Hospital. 

Sir Fredrick Spix)tt ... Alexandra War Hospital. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. V. Mehta ... Marine Lines Camp. 

O. F. L. Brayne, Esq., I.c.s. ... Marine Lines Hospital. 

W. L. Weldon, Esq., Bar-at-Law ... Cumballa War Hospital. 

A. C. Owen, Esq. ... Colaba War Hospital. 
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A. F. Kindei'sley, Esq., i.c.s. ... Ltidy Hanlinge War Hospital. 

J. P. Orr, Esq., i.c.s. ... Inquiries. 

Sir Stanley Reed . . . Publicity. 

W. A. Haig Brown, Es<j. ... Athletics. 

Sir Narayeii Chandavarkar ... Labour Coi-})S War Hospital, Djidar. 

Each Sub-Committee contained from six to twelve members. 

Up to 1010 a hut in the Co4)perage,. containing billiard tables, 
a game room and a supper bar, was availabh* for troops passing 
through; but, owing to ever increasing nuinbei*s, the accommodation 
became inadequate and the question of building a special hut for 
Y. M. C. A. Army work had, therefore, to be taken up and, by August, 
1017, with the aid of a generous donation from the Bombay Presidency 
War and Relief Fund, a suitable hut, kindly designed by 
Mr. R. C. H. Barnard and constructed at cost price by Messrs. 
Marsland Price & Co., was completed. It contained an auditoiium, 
with accommodation for 350 men, a good stage and two dressing 
rooms. A well stocked library was included in the equipment and 
up-to-date newspapers and writing materials in abundance were 
supplied free so that it could be used as a reading and writing room 
by day and a concert room or cinema hall in the <*vening. Free 
concerts were arranged weekly and cinema shows thrice a week. 

Thus men arriving from home or on their way to oi* from tht‘ 
front or being invalided home, not only found ample means of 
recreation and distinction, but were encouraged to write letters 
home and, by giving the Y. M. C. A. as a permanent address, had 
their lettei’s forwarded to them by a special department as soon as 
possible after their arrival. 

The hut became so jxjpular that ’t was fre([uented not only by 
troops passing through but also by those quartered in Bombay. Still 
further accommodation had, therefore, to be provided. This was 
effected in 1918 by enlarging the hut at a cost of Rs. 12,500, also 
donated by the Btuiibay Presidency War and Relief Fund. 

In addition to the in-door amenities two full-sized football 
grounds were maintained near the hut, under the supiu-vision of 
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the Y. M. C. A. Physical Director, and a Swimming Club was opened 
for sailors and soldiers in the Back Bay Swimming Baths, where 
many a match of water-polo was played. 


(6) Indian Troops, 

A similar hut, especially designed and furnished for Indian 
troops, was erected at a cost of Rs. 20,000, donated by the Bombay 
Presidency War and Relief Fund, in the Marine Lines Camp, and 
formally opened by His Excellency the Governor in August, 1917. 

This hut, capable of accommodating about 500 men, was also 
designed by Mr. Barnard and constructed, at cost price, by Messi's. 
Marsland Price & Co. 

Suitable entertainments, games, writing facilities, etc., were 
provided free of charge as in the Cooperage hut, and hitters were 
written for those unable to write in order to keep them in touch 
with their homes. The general management was carried out by an 
Indian Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., who had seen sei-vicc in France 
and East Africa, undei- a sub-committee of European and Indian 
gentlemen, presided over by Sir Narayen Chandavarkai* and assisted 
by officers of the Indian Convalescent Camp and Depot. 

An electric installation was provided out of a giant of Rs, 30,000 
generously presented to the Association in 1917 by the Western India 
Turf Club, in appreciation of its Army work. The balance of this 
grant was employed in improving the sepoys’ huts and providing a 
bazar in the camp, when* clean and wholesome refreshments could 
b(^ purchased. 


(c) Folfoin*t's. 

A large recreation joorn, with a full-sized cinema plant, was 
made available for patients in the Labour Corps War Hospital at 
Dadar, through the generosity of Messrs. Phatak and Walchand. The 
management of this was, by .special i-cquest, taken over by the 
Association, the work being carried out by a full-time Secn*tary 
under a committee of local gentlemen. 
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{d) Other Activiiieif. 

In addition to tho huts, the Association, financed by the Red 
Cross authorities, took over the management of a large room in 
the Alexandra Dock, whore troops collected while embarking and 
disembarking, and also organized and managed recreation rooms for 
Brigade Headquarters, Mechanical Transport and Embarkation Office 
establishments. 

The Central Hall of the Association, a modem up-to-date building 
on the Wodehouse Road, was thrown open to all ranks of both services 
and also served as a rendezvous for troops in the city. 

Every hospital had its sub-committee for visiting patients and 
performing small services, such as collecting, posting, writing, and 
distributing letters, answering enquiries, etc., etc*. 

Every hospital had two cincuna shows weekly and, at least, one 
concert, and frequently, band programmes as well. 

B. Poona. 

In the beginning of the War the activities of the Association in 
Poona took the form of an extension and improvement of the 
Connaught Institute and a corresponding expansion of its amenities. 
Later on, under a scheme of re-organization, the Institute was handed 
over to an Army Bragch committee who, to meet the rapidly growing 
needs of the Poona and Kirkee Garrisons, immediately established 
similar orgjinizations in the Ganeshkind and P^ishan Camps and, later 
on, one in the L(»ave Camp at Kirkee and one for Indian troops in 
Poona. For these i)urj)oses tents were used until existing buildings 
could be lent or huts built. The last was made possible by generous 
donations from the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund jind 
the Western India Turf Club and by grants from the Indian National 
Council of the Association. 

The Branch app<nnted sub-committees as advisory and supervisory 
bodies for each institute and a ladies’ branch to supervise, generally 
the catering, furnishing and decorating of the institutes and to assist 
in the organization of entertainments, etc. Her ExceUency Lady 



WAR WORK OF PARTICULAR ORGANIZATIONS. 83 


Willingdoii consonted to be Patronof^s of the Liulies’ Branch and 
Mr. G. S. Curtis, Vice-Piesident, and ladies’ sub-coininittees were 
formed, under Vice- Presidents, ene ftir each institute. 

The activities corresjionded in thi^ main with those of the Bombay 
organization, a very considerable degree of the success attained being 
due directly to tlu‘ keen assistance and thi^ great attention to detail 
on the part of the lady helywrs. 

Soijii after the War commt*nced the Associat ion organized special 
arrangements at their Central Branch for cmhaneing the amenities of 
troops in the Karachi Garrison. On the arrival of the fii*st Territorial 
Battftilion, however, it becaim' obvious that facilities nearer the barracks 
than the local headquartio-s of the Association were necessjiry. A 
branch was, therefore, opened in the Barrack Scpiare, under canvas, 
affording all the usual attractions otfered in similar organizations 
elsewhere. This was taken full advantage of by the men as evidenced 
by the large crowds attending nightly. 

1"hereafter, the activities continued to grow and extended to the 
meeting of transports and hospital ships and the visiting of hospitals 

Later on, two large huts, which had been placed at the disposal 
of the Association, were fully furnished and equipped, one for the 
Indian soldiers in the Convalescent Camp and the other for the 
British soldiei's in the Rest Camp. 

In April, 1918, a branch was opened for sailors and soldiers in 
Keamari in a hall in the Mules Mansions, generously lent to the 
Association by Messrs. Cowasji & Sons at a nominal rental of 
Rs. 10 per mensem. This became so popular that a second' hall, 
adjoining, had to be rented to accommodate the large numbers who 
resorted thereto and the Branch became one of the busiest in Sind. 
The success was largely due to the interest taken by Mi-s. Judd and 
Ml’S. Jacob in connection with the supper bar and other intei-nal 
arrangements and to the kindness of Messrs. Byrainji Edulji in lending 
a fine billiard table free of chtarge for the period of the War. 
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In connection with the Central Branch which, throughout, had held 
its dooi*s open to all ranks of both services, residential accoinniodation 
was provided for sailoi's and soldiei’s on leave in Karachi. 

A night-school was run in the Indian Convalescent Camp for 
Indian soldiers and their children and many sepoys were taught to 
read and write. 

The most important development, however, of the Army Work 
was the establishment of an institution for giving industrial instructions 
to disabled Indian soldici*s. The original programme included sewing, 
basket work, gardening, and carpentry. The last was not confined 
to Indian soldiers but was also taken advantage of by British soldiers. 

A branch was started in Hyderabad with three huts, one for 
British and one for India^n troops generally, and the third for an 
Indian Christian Regiment quartered there. 

The great strides made in the Army work of the Association in 
Sind was largely due to the generous assistance of the Commissioner 
and many ladies and gentlemen and to the efforts of Mr. T. (b 
Elphinatone, Chairman of the Army Branch, and Mr. C. H. Birch, 
Honorary Secretary of the Central Association in Sind. 

D. Ahmednagar. 

Soon after the establishment of a Prisoners of War Camp at 
Ahmednagar the A^ociation started a branch for the benefit of the 
British troops composing the guard. 

A bungalow was secured and fitted up for the purpose and a 
liberal programme organized with the aid of generous grants from the 
Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund, the Bombay W’onien’s 
Branch, the Indian National Council of Association, and subscriptions 
from the civil and military residents, many of whom also rendered 
valuable personal services. 

Arrangements were made to extend the services of the Branch 
to the Prisoners of War themselves under the mutual arrangement 
which exist in Europe, whereby the Y. M. C. A. in belligerent countries 
may render similar service to British Prisoners of War. 
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E. Deolali. 

The servicots of the Association of the troops statioiu'd in and 
passing through Deolali was begun by the Socretaritis ot‘ \h^^ Bombay 
organization making occasional trips to arrange for lectui es, etc. ]j;iter 
on a local branch was opened with a full time secretary and, by 1017, 
the work had so developed that four secretaries wen* w<»rking full 
time to cope with the requirements of the various units. 

Tn lOLS an Army Branch Committee was started, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel MacGcorge as Chairman and Major Maeljaughlin 
and Captains Earl, Tfowell, and Hanly as membins. This body 
relieved the secretaries of all responsibility as regards entm-tainnieiits, 
etc., and also started a fine hut for Indian troops on the line of those 
established elsewhere. 

(2) Army Work of the Salv.vtion Army. 

I'he Salvation Army in difterent centres also contiibuted towards 
ameliorating the lot of the increased numb(‘rs of soldiers in garrisons 
on the same lines, though not on tht* same scab*, as other organizations. 
Fore.Kam])lo,in Bombay,a Naval and Military Home was maintained in 
Colaba Causeway which afforded recreation and entertainment to many 
hundreds of soldiers and sailors passing through or stationed in Bombay. 

(8) The Blue Cross FI'ND. 

The Blue Cross Fund, started in London under the presideiitshij) 
of the Right Hon’ble the Earl of Lonsdale, with Lady Smith Dorien 
as Lfidy President, fla* helping houses in War time, appointed 
Mrs. Emily Pearson as its !‘epresentative in Bombay for collecting 
gifts and subscriptions. Her efforts during the period under review 
resulted in the collection of Rs. 11,071 in the Bombay Presidency 
and the Indian States therein. 

(4) The RECEmox Committee, Bomrav. 

As soon as the troops commenced to return from France and 
East Africa a Reception Committee was formed in Bombay, under 
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the General Officer ( ^)lnlna^ding the Bombay BrigacU*, to give them 
a suitable welcome. 

The original fund for this purpose was collected by Mr. Simcox, 
then ColltH-tor of Bombay, and this was supplemented by gifts in kind 
from various nua-ehants in the city. At the suggestion of His 
Excellency the* President of the Bombay Presidency War and Relief 
Fund, further collections wmc* dis(;ontinued and the balance handed 
ov(M- to that fund on the undei-standing that it would provide all 
further money requin'd by the Committee. 

Thi‘ Committee was helped throughout by the Bombay Women’s 
Branch, who provided small mementoes as personal gifts for all Indian 
ranks. Each Indian officer and man was given fruit and cigarettes 
as well, and mineral waters were provided fi‘ee through the generosity 
of Messrs. Moncrief and Bredon. 

(5) The Entertainment (\)mmittee, Bombay. 

Prior to the establishment of the Advisory and Sub-Committees 
of the Joint War Committee of the British Red Cross Society and 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, the social activities undertaken 
for the benefit of British and Indian troops passing through Bombay 
were run by an Entertainment Committee, under the personal 
supervision of the General Officer Commanding the Bombay Brigade, 
independently for l(f' months and then in affiliation with th(‘ Red 
Cross organization and the Y. M. C. A. 

Among the earlier activities of the body were picnics at the 
Ladies’ Gymkhana, Malabai- Hill, and entertainments given by the 
Bycnlla Club and the Iknnbay, Princess Mary and Commercial 
Gymkhanas. Thesi* wei-e suiiplemented by free entertainments in 
local theatres given by the Bandman Opera and other Companies 
passing through and by free shows in some of the local cineiuiis. 

Ijat(ir on harbour picnics were held, the yacht Sunbeam being 
for 3 om(^ time available for the puipose. Bands were engaged to 
play at hospitals, and the C4)mmercial Gymkhana arranged weekly 
socials in the Cpoperage Camp. 
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The purchase of cinemas so increased the work of the Committee 
that a jK)rtion of it had to be transferreci to the Y. M. C. A., and 
the harbour picnics en trustee! to a special secretary. 

When the hospitals were full the number of i‘ntertainments 
averaged over 200 a month, and a marked featun* was the gradual 
evolution of organized concert parties of men in hospitiil or other 
units. These gave their services freely in touring round hospitals 
and recreation huts. Till then the* concerts had b(‘en entirely got up 
by ladies, among whom tin* principal workta-s wi*i (j Mrs. Ashton-Street, 
Mra. L. A. Smith, Mi*s. Brent, Mrs. Mars<len Wakefield and Mi*s. Powell. 

Most of the social work outside of thi‘ hospitals was hedd in the 
St.John’s Church Armj^ [nstitute, (^)laba, the active* s(M*vice hut in 
Ormiston Road, the Y. M. C. A. hut for Biitish troops on the 
C(X)pcrage and those for Indian tro(»j)s and followers in th(* Marine 
Lines Camp and near the Ltibour C(a*j)s Wai* Hospital, Dadar. 'Phe 
fii-st of these was erected at a cost of Rs. 45,000 colleet(*d chiefly 
through the exei-tions of the Rev. R. Wornuild, Chaplain of C^>laba, 
and th<* second, which o^ed its inception to the Rev. F. Hart, 
W(*sl('yan Chaplain of Bombay, was built at a cost (jf Ks. 10,000 
given by the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund. 

Besides having their share in most of the amenities above 
enumerated Indian troops had certain special advantages. For 
example, arrangements were made tor letter writers for the many 
scripts in use among the large numbers called to help in tin* War, 
either as fighting men or followers, and efforts were made for 
instructing disiibled men in useful emjdoyment, which, in combination 
with othei*s, culminated in the establishment of Queen Mary’s 
Technical School for Disabled Indian soldiers. 

(()) The Western Indi.xn Turf Cm. n. 

Besides the donations made by the Western India ’ruif (1ul) 
to hospitals and other charitable institutions, this instituti* contril)iit(*d 
Rs. 18,51,235 towards funds conneettHi directly or indirectly with 
War Relief. 
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(7) Our-Dav Funm). 

Through (irrnt Britain and the Overseas I )oniinions eertain days 
wen* s(‘t apart lor making collections in aid of the Red Qross 
organizations of our Allies and one in particular, entitl(*d “Our-Day,” 
was celebrated in the United Kingdom for the benefit of similai- 
British organizations. 

Acting on this prec(‘dent, it was decided, on the initiative of 
Her E>cc(dlency Lady Chelmsfonl, to (ibs«‘rv(* t he 12th of L)eeemb(*r, 
1017, as “Our-Uay ” in India. 

Their Excellenci(‘s Lord and Lady Willingdon accordingly held 
an informal meeting at the Secretariat, Bombay, on 17th October, 
and an Executive Committee was formed with Major Sir Lawless 
Hepper, R. E., as President, Mr. James Creiar, i.e.s., as Honorary 
S(‘crotary, and Mr. Ralph Kidd as Honorary Treasurer. Similar 
committoes were formed in all important centres t.hroughout the 
Presidency and in Sind, and the pecuniary results of the celebrations 
oi-ganized by those bodi€‘s are detailed in the following tabular 
statement, the figure for Bomliay City ipelnding the procivds of an 
Exhibition Fete organized by the Bombay Women’s Branch, which 
amounted to Rs, 2,50,574: — 

Rs. A. i>. 


Bombay (Jity ^ 

Sind 

Northern Division 

Central Division 

Southern Division 

Kathiawar 

Aden 

Cutch 

Kolhapur and S. M. (Country 


7,75,405 8 (; 
2,47,777 12 8 
1, 20, 502 10 11 
2,09,292 0 5 

1,00,08:1 10 8 
:l,52,550 2 11 
2,0:1,151 0 0 

:10,127 4 8 
:18,:398 2 8 


Total ... 21,49,4:18 11 0 

A rcmittanc(‘ of ten lakhs was made to the Ck?ntral Fund and, 
out of the balance, allotments wore made to the Ejisi Indi(*s Station 




BOMI’.AY VOLUME. 



N<.i>o> SuI.J»IKK'^ ClA'K, PnONA. [p. Si>] 
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Naval Fund, tho Bombay Wonuui’s Branch, t-hi; I'oona Womtui’s 
Bmnch, the Army Head({uarters, Central Spurts (\^minittee, 
Baghdad, the Y. M. C. A., Poona, tKe Willingdon Sold iei-s' Club, 
Poona, the Soldiers’ Institutes Belgaum, and the Soldiers’ Institute. 
Kirkce. 


(8) The Willingdon Soldiers’ Clou, Poona. 

The C;lub was opeiUMl by Thenr Excellencies Lord and Lady 
Willingdon in Junes 11)17, in the‘ beautiful house and grounds 
genereuisly lent fjr the‘ purpewe by Sir Shapurji Bre>acha. It was 
ati first intende^d for convalescents emly fre)m the‘ varieuis War He)spital8, 
but was thre)wn open te) non-ce)mmissie)ne}d e)fticers and men of the 
l^)on•l and Kirkee garrise)ns as well from Octe>bt‘r, 1017. 

Besides in and out-deior games, them* were redVeshment, reading, 
writing and music roe)ms, a garden the.*atre and a well-stocked library. 
Re^gular band programmes were tUTanged by His Excellency the 
Governor’s Band anel the bands e>f the R. F. A., tht‘ Devonshire 
Regiment, and the 11 4th and IKIth Mahrattas. 

The numbers using tin* (’lub daily varied frnm 400 to 000 on 
week days, and from 1,000 to 1,000 on Sundays. Nearly 20,000 
convalescents were entertaine<i frets being conveyetl thithiu* from 
hospitals and taktm back in Red (!j’oss cliars-a-bancs. 

Major-General Fowler was the first Pri^sidtmt, and, on Usiving 
Poona, he was succeeded by Major-General Sir Michael Tight'. 
Mrs. Jackson was Honorary Secretary throughout. 

Th(‘ very great popularity of th(» (Jub afforded strong iialications 
of the dt'sirability of a permaiu*nt institution on tht' same lint's. It 
was, therefore, decided to [)erpetuate the temporary club by transft*rring 
it to a permanent building. Genert)us g]-ants from the Bombay 
Presidency War and Relief Fund, the Western India Turf ( ’I ub and 
the Poona Pageant Committet*, and the gift t)f a site of land by th<‘ 
military authorities, made this scheme [X)ssiblt‘. Tht' ftmndation stone 
of the new Club was laid by Their Excellencies before their dt*parture 
from the Presidency. 
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(9) Poona Reception CoMMirrEEs, British. 

This body was organized by the Poona Women’s Branch with a 
view to providing refreshments and cigarettes at the Railway station 
for British soldiers arriving at or passing through Poona in ambulance 
trains. The G. I. P. Railway authorities placed several rooms in the 
station compound at the disposal of the Committee. These were 
adapted by Mr. Russell, District Engineer, and furnished by the 
Women’s Branch. 

The catering was undertaken by Mrs. Gardiner throughout and 
the waiting by a large band of lady helpers \vh<» attended in turns 
according to a roster maintained by the President. Lying-down cases 
were attended in the trains before being removed on stretchers and 
all othcu's assembled at tables in the special rooms. Mrs. Carmichael 
was the first President, and she was succeeded by Mi*s. Parsons, 
Mrs. Fowler, Mrs. Scudamore, and Mrs. Barnett in succession. 

Indian. 

Arrangements on similar lines were organized for Indian soldiers 
in ambulance trains by an Indian Committee under the Chairmanship 
of Lieut. -Colonel Dinshaw Khambatta, who also rendered material 
assistance in connection with the British Committee. 

Lying-do;wn cases were entertained in the trains and the rest 
were supplied with refreshments at tastefully laid-out tables in 
decorated shamianas, all expenses being met by local subscriptions, 
more than half of which were raised by the personal efforts of the 
Chairman. 

The refreshments wei’e strictly suited t<> the different castes 
and all those catered for, numbering ovci’ (>,000, gieatly appreciatc^d 
the trouble taken to welcome and refresh them. 

(10) Soldiers’ Work (committees. 

When hospital visiting was first started by ladies, many took the 
opportunity of casually giving instruction to the patients in various 
forms of needle and fancy work. This was so keenly appreciated 
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thrit iiidiccitioiis wertj soon forthooiuiii^ for tlio ostiiblishiiioiit of 
a regular organization for providing nieii with materials, instructing 
them and arranging for the disposal of their work. 

In Bombay this took the form of a special Committee in association 
with the Women’s Branch, pn^sided over by Mrs. Mansfield. 

Finished work was at fii*st siuit home by the ('ommittee, but 
later on arrangements wer(‘ made to sell it locally at sales and at 
a stall in the Woimui’s Branch. This proved to be an apprc'ciable 
source of revenue. 

Mrs. Mansfield was as.sist(Ml by Mi‘s. Asipiith, Mrs. Bonner, 
Mrs. Moir, Mrs. Todd, Mrs. Blomenstock, Mrs. MacBain, Mrs. Snodgrass, 
Mrs. Huddlestono, and many others. 

Similarly in Poona efforts were made to systematizi* work, 
Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. Corboiild, assisted by many othei-s, undertaking 
the details. The chi(‘f outcome of their efforts was the Soldh^s’ 
Work Exhibition and Fete organized in H)J7 by Mi’s. Fowler and 
Mrs. Jennings, which resulted in a profit of nearly Rs. 20,000 for 
division between th(‘ Poona Women’s Branch and th(‘ Bast Indies 
Station Naval Fund. 

(in Qiteex M.vjiv’.s Technical School foh 
Disabled Indian Soldiers. 

This institution was established through the efforts ef Her 
Excellency Ljwly Willingdon with the object of training disabled 
Indian soldiers in s\iitable handicrafts to enable thiun to earn nnnu*v 
and thus supplement their pensions on becoming proficient. 

His Excellency the Governor formally opened the school in Braganza 
Hall, a palatial n^sidence kindly lent for the purpose by the ti iistees 
of the late Sir Sassoon David, and soon after Her Excellency IjJixly 
Willingdon received tin? following telegram from liord Standfor<lharn, 
the. Private Secretary to His Majesty the King-Emj)eror, / 

“ The King and Queen di*sire me to tell you that thfiy will with 
much pleasure give theur patronage to the Technical School which 
you have instituted in Bombay and wi.sh it all success. You may 
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certainly naiiio the school Queen Marys School for Disabled Indian 
Soldiers.” 

All ranks of the Indian Army reiwlered unfit for further Military 
service from any cause were invited to enter. Those a vailing thenisel ve.s 
of the invitation were permitted to select the kind of training they 
preferred, were provided with free maintenance, l)oard and clothing 
during the period of tuition, which usually covered six months, an<l 
were furnished with travelling expenses from and to their honn‘s. 

Tuition was offered in the following c!‘afts, vi :. : — 

Tailoring, Agriculture, Knitting, Oil Engine Driving, Carpentry, 
Poultry Farming, Motor Car Driving, Artificial Floweis, Elementary 
Engineering, Fitting and Turning, and the management of Electric 
Motors. 

The institution was started and maintained by numerous grants 
from the Bombay Presidency War and Relief Fund, the Bombay Women’s 
Branch, the Children’s Branches, the Western India Turf Club and 
other bodies, and eftorts were made to place it on a more permanent 
basis by obtaining regular sub.scriptions and endowments from Ruling 
Princes and others. 

In 1918 the following letter was received by Her Excellency Lady 
Willingdon from Her Majesty the Queen-Empress: — 

January 14i1i, 1918, 
York Cottage, 
Sandringham, Norfolk. 

“Dear Lady Willingdon, 

I am very glad to hear that my technical school for disabled 
Indian soldiers is doing so well, and I am sending you a photograph 
of myself to hang up in one of the rooms. I hope you will assure 
the sufferers of my sympathy with them in their affliction, the loss 
of arms and legs, and my hope that the school will benefit their future 
prospects. 

Believe me, 

Yours very sincerely, 
MARY, R. I.” 
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(12) The Soldiers’ axd Sailors’ Families Association. 

'Phis body had for its object the arranging of accommodation 
for families leaving for England and for providing them with clothing 
suitable for the season in which they were likely to reach their 
destinations. 

The War necessarily threw a heavy burden on the Bombay and 
Poona branches, whose activities extended in some cases to assisting 
a.s well the familicis of officers sent on service at short notict*. 

The Bombay Bi-aiich was run by a small committee of ladies 
[Mosldc'd over by Mrs. Knight, wife of the General Officer Commanding 
the Hombay-Deolali Brigade, with the Station Staff Officer as Honorary 
Secretary. 

Lieut.-Colonel Peck was Honorary Secretary of the Poona Branch. 
As an example of the aid affoi-ded, Rs. I, .07.0 weiv expended in Peunn 
alone during 1018. 
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V R E F A C E . 


Ax alioinpt is nunU; in thi* tollnwing pjigi*s In chinnicln the 
uctivitins nf the Madras Pivsi<leney in furthta-ing the caiis(‘ nf the 
Enij)ire and tin* Allies in the (Uvat War. Thv people of the 
Southern Presideney winv not behind those of any *»ther ot India 
in the energy and enthusiasm with which tluy rallied In the Empire, 
helping tlu‘ war with all thi‘ resoure(‘s and services at their 
command, and it is hoped that tin* following pages will hear ample 
witness tn tin* statement. 

Tin* war activities (►f the Presi<lency were niainly under the 
auspices nf tin* Madras War Fund, nrganized and worked with 
considerable tuithusiasm by His Excellency tin* Rt. Hon’ble Lord 
Pt'iitland nf Lyth, who occupied the distinguislu*d nhic(* of Governor 
during the eiitiri* pt'rind. 'riie seru‘s ai' 'rnnhsitri ions o/‘ f/zr Mat/ ra.s 
ir<n' Finn! issuo<l by that body were v^ery helpful in the compilation 
of this record. As a separate volume is <levnted to the work of the 
Nativ'e States in this series of volumes, the admirable work done 
by the States of Mysore, Travancore, Cochin, and Pudukottah is not 
dealt with here. 

Obviously, a w’t)rk of this nature could not Ik* undertaken ami 
t*xecuttHl witinait the co-operation ot a large number of people, and 
it is mov my plea.sant duty to thank all tln»s<‘ who have Inipi'd nn* 
in tin* pn*parati»»n of tin* volume. My thanks an* due to the 
contributors: Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer, the Hon'ble Surgeon-General 
G. S. Gittard, Prot. S. Krishnaswaini Iyengar, M.A., Prof. {\ S. 
Srinivasachari, M..\., and otht*rs, ainl to tin* folhoving gentlenn*n who 
have supplied valuable information: Major Goldie, Military Secretary 
to His Excellency the Governor of Madras; Mr. Gwynne, I.C.S., 
Publicity Gfiicer, Madras; Sir Bernard Hunter, Secretary to the 
Bank of Madras ; Mr. V. Krishnam Achari, Senate House, Madras, 
etc. 
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RE(^RUITMENT FOR THE ARMY * 

'I'hk following statement represents the efforts of the Madras 
Presidency in the direction of supplying recruits to the Army. More 
than d0,000 men from the Madras Presidency served with th(‘ forces 
of His Majesty the King-Emperor in the Great War. The niiinlM*r 
of recruits sent from each district is shown below : — 

Recruits. 


Dixtrict. 

Cotubala, 

iVo//- ComOatan h. 

Malabar 

4,478 

2,o8;i 

North Arcot 

2,90« 

1,940 

Vizagapatain 

2,728 

1,555 

Kistna 

2,878 

2,197 

Tinnevelly . . . 

1,52!) 

mil 

Madum 

1,555 

815 

Trichinopoly 

1,4K2 

078 

Guntur 

... 1 .487 

1,701 

South Arcot... 

1.075 

1,281 

Ramnad 

1,108 

570 

CH)imbatore and the Nilgiris l,05.S 

918 

Salem 

1,207 

702 

Tan jure 

807 

1,182 

Madras 

841 

980 

Godavari 

75U 

1,872 

Ganjain 

502 

1.528 

Kurnool 

587 

528 


•'J'ho figiiroa are from oftieial reeorciH, kindly supplirH >>y the l*ul>lieit^ Oftioer 
Madras, after verification. 
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RKCKriTS. 


Dutrief. 

< lUiibalontH. 

Soii-Comhahnitii 

Chingleput ... 

521 

1,443 

Chittoor 

4H2 

50 1 

Bellary 

4(56 

318 

Cuddapah ... 

367 

488 

South (yanara 

342 

401 

Anantapur , . . 

22« 

260 

Xollorc 

I7(i 

21 1 

Madras men sei 

vhI with His Majestv tho Kiiijf-I 

KniiMTor's fom's 


on ihv N(»rth- Wostrrn Frontier, in Mt\S4ip(»tMnu!i, in Poi*sia, in Ambin, 
in Sinai, in PaUv’^tine, in Syria, in East Africa, in (ialiipoli, in Macedonia, 
in France, and in Flandei’s. The nninlxn* <»f Marlras nnni whi* Inst th 4 *ir 
lives in the (treat War was over l,o()0. 

There is a separate account 4*lsewhen* of th<^ activitit*s of th 4 ‘ 
Presidency in the matter of the Indian Defence Force, which made a 
special appeal to the educated classes of the (‘uminunity and fainiliaiized 
the ide^ of Military training and service tluKso not usually accustomed 
to look upon the Army jis a profession. 

The South India Army in the War. 

Xo account of the services of South India in the War can be 
complete without a statement of the good work of the South India 
Se{)oys in the various theatres of war. The en<luranc4* ami valour 
exhibited by the fighting men who were in action for fairly long periods 
during tht; entm* length of the w'ar. at various fronts, received th<‘ 
highest- commendation ft-om o<»m(x»t(mt Military aiithorities. 

The regiments, belonging U) the Southern Division, which 
distinguished themselves in action were, briefly, the following:— 
l/61st Pioneers. 

l/63rd Palamcottah Light Infantry. 
l/73rd Carnatic Infantry. 
l/75th Carnatic Infantry. 

I 79th ( 'arnatic Infantry. 
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l/80th Carnatic Infantry. 
l/Slst Pioneere. 

l/83rd Wallajabad Light Infantry. 
l/86th Carnatic Infantry. 

1/88 th Carnatic Infantry. 

I /2nd Q. V. O. Sappers and Miners. 

Some details of the military actions and the distinctions won 
by the officers and men ot the various regiments are given below, 
information having been kindly furnished by the Officers Commanding 
the units : — 

ijlbth Carnatic Infantry. 

The following orders issued by the Commanding Officer at 
Aden, Major-General Steward, o.n., and by the Brigadier-General 
Commanding No. 5 Section Defence, Brigadier-General Wm. C. 
Walton, c. M. G., testify to the splendid work of the Officer 
Commanding, l/75th Carnatic Infantry: — 

716. Complimentary. — The General Officer Commanding Aden 
much appreciates the hard and effective work done by the troops on 
December 7th, 1910, especially that of the 14th Battalion Duke of 
CornwaH’s Light Infantry and the 75th Carnatic Infantry. 

The operation was skilfully conducted by Brigadier-General 
W. C. Walton,* C.M.G., and the object fully attained. 

He regrets the casualities, especially the temporary incapacity of 
Lieut.- Col. A, J. Campbell, 75th Carnatic Infantry, who was severely 
wounded while displaying his usual gallantry. 

(Sd.) H. H. Dawson, Major, 

.^t/i December, 1916, D. A, A, General, Aden, 

860. Complimimtarv. — The Geneml Officer Commanding, No. 5 
Section Defences, desires to expres.s to all concerned in the 
reconnaissance to-day his satisfaction with their soldierly behaviour and 
with the manner in which the difficult task of the reconnaissance was 
carried out. Much necessary and valuable information was procured, 
which was unobtainable by any other means. The General Officer 
Commanding deplores the loss of the gallant dead, and deeply 
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sympathises with those brave men who have had the honour to be 
wounded. 

He congmtulates Commanding Officers of all units engaged whose 
work in the fight testifies to the attention and hard work given by all 
ranks to their training, particularly the 75th Carnatic Infantry, who 
imide a most dashing attack when taking the village of Jabir, which 
they held until ordered to retire. 

There is reason to be satisfied that the enemy’s casualites were 
considerable as compixred with ours, and who were unable to follow up 
our retirement. 


(Sd.) F. C. Bann'atyne, Bt.-Majoh, 
7th Deeewber, 1916. Staff Captain, No. 5 Section Defences. 

The Commanding Officer of the Regiment reports that the Tamils, 
and esi>ecially the Madras Christians, did particularly well. 

The following is a statement of the War distinctions won by 
members of the Regiment : — 

Private Shaik Fareed, Indian Distinguished For gallantry in 

Service M(‘dal. M e s o p o t a m i a n 
Expeditionary Force, 
1915. 


Suba<lar- Major Ramannah , Ditto. 

* 

Naik Hayiith Sharitt’, (Killed in action.) 
Sub.- Major Ramannah, 

I. D. S. M. 


Havildar Govindarajulu, Indian Distinguished 

Service Medal. 

Lance-Naik Manikkam, Ditto. 


For gallantry in the 
Aden "Field Force. 
Brought to notice for 
gallantry or good 
service operations 
liom 10th March, 
1910, to 31st March, 
1917. 

Rewards have been 
granted for gallantry 
or devotion to duty 
in the field while 
serving with the 
Aden Field Force. 
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Private Ponnusjxmi, Meritorious Service Rewards for 

Medal (without meritorious service 

annuity). on Hospital Ship. 

Sub.-Major Ratnannah, Medaille d’Honneur Awarded by the 
I. D. S. M. Avee Gleives, Allied powens at 

(En. Vermeil). various dates to 
the British Forces 
for distinguished 
services rendered 
during the course 
of the campaign. 

Col. Havildar Chulam Brought to the notice ot the Secretary 

Mohiyiiddin. of State for War for valuable and 

Havildar Oovindarajulu. distinguished services rend(*red in 

Private Madasawmi. connection with Military Operations 

Lance-Naik Manikkarn. in the Theatres of War, specified 

Havildar Nariyan. during the 1st June, 1918, to 30th 

Havildar Md. Abdul Suban. April, 1919. 

Havildar Nayana. 

Lance-Naik Sangili Thevar. To be dated 3rd June, 1919. 

l/8SfA Carnatic Infantry, 

The 88tK Carnatic Infantry raised and trained part of the nuclei 
for a number of new Regiments, r/r., 240 for the 111th Mahai^s, 200 
for the 71st Punjabis and 200 for the 2/88th Carnatic Infantry and 
provided dmfts of 200 for the 73rd and the 80th and about 300 men for 
the Signalling Corps, Hospital Ships, Sanitary sections, etc. 

In consequence of providing this large number of men, and also 
providing about 300 men for the Prisonei>i of War Camp at Bellary, 
the regiment continually had a large number of recruits and did not, 
as a Regiment, see service during the War. 

Major Q. F. C. Shakespear was awarded the D. S. ()., M. C., and 
Brevet foi* services in Eiist Africa. 

The following received the I. D. S. M. : — 

.2529, Havildar Muhammad Husain for services in the Field. 
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The following men received the M. S. M. for services in India 
and Overseas and other rewards are under consideration : — 

3191, Havildar Shaik Abdul Qhanni, for services Overseas. 

2848, Sepoy Venkatachalam, for services in Mesopotamia. 

3814, Havildar Manickam, ^ 

3780, Havildar Abdul Samad, > for services in India. 

3879, Naik Royappan, S 

The following received a Sword of Honour and Khilat for services 
in India; — 

Pensioned Subadar-Major Venkatasami Naidu, 28th M. I 

1/83 Wallajhahml Infantry : 

One wing of the Battalion proceeded Overseas to German East 
Africa in September, 1914, and returned after heavy casualties in 
January, 1917. The other wdng of the Regiment proceeded to tHe 
Persian Gulf in 1916. The whole Regiment proceeded to Mesopotamia 
in July, 1917, They proceeded to North Persia in 1919 and returned 
to Mesopotamia in 1920, where they still are (six years of continual 
Active Service). 

The following distinctions have been won during the War by 
members of the Regiment : — 

1 Order of the British India (2nd Class). (The only one gi*anted 
to the Madras Army in 1920). 

4 Mentions in despatches, 

12 Meritorious Service Medals. 

1/81.?^ Pioneers : 

The following distinctions were won by the l/Slst Pioneers 


during the War : — 

Order of British India, 2nd Class ... ... 1 

Indian Distinguished Service Medals ... 3 

Meritorious Service Medals . . ... ... 7 

Mentioned in Despatches ... ... ... 11 


2. The l/81st Pioneers were during most of the War in the 
let Peshawar Division, and spent most of the time at Nowshera. 
Consequently, it did not have the same opportunity for gaining 
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rewards and distinctions as other Regiments who proceeded out of 
India to France, Mesopotamia, etc. 

But during their time on the Frontier, the Regiment or 
parts of it, took part in several minor expeditions. In June, 1918, 
the Regiment proceeded to South Persia, where they constructed a 
Light Railway 42 miles in length. They returned to India in May, 
1919, and in June proceeded to Thai and took part in the 3rd 
Afghan War. 

The Regiment returned to South India in July, 1920, having been 
absent for nearly six years. 

1/80^ A Carnatic Infantry : 

'rhe following distinctions were won by men of the Regiment in 
the War for meritorious service on the Field : — 

Military Cross, . 

3016, Subedar Devarajuloo. Awarded the “ Military Cross 

by Lieutenant-General A. Baldane, 
Commander-in-Chief, Mesopotamian 
Expeditionary Force, for conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty. He 
was in charge of three small pickets. 
From 08-00 hours to 17-00 hours 
he was heavily attacked on three 
sides by superior numbers but 
maintained his position the whole 
day. His determined resistance 
saved much Government property 
from being looted, and his cool 
and skilful leading were above all 
praise. 

Mentioned in Despatches, 

Subedar-Major Abdul Majeed. Distinguished and gallant service-s 

and devotion to duty, considered 
deserving of special mention, dated 
15th October, 1920. 
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2503, Subadar-Major Hinilal. Services brought to notice in the 

despatch, dated 7 th February, 1919, of 
Lt.-General Sir W. R. Mai-shal, K. o. B., 
Coniinander-in-Chief, Mesopotamian 
Expeditionary Force, for distinguished 
and gallant service and devotion to 
duty, considere<l as deserving of special 
mention. 

Subadar Davood Beg. Distinguished and gallant services and 

3943, Hr. Prime Singh. devotion to duty considered deserving 

of reward. A. D. Notification No. 2401, 
dated 8th July, 19T9. 

Indian Dififinf/nishaf! Service MadaL 
2503, Subadar-Major Hiralal For gallantry and devotion to duty 
Subadar Davood Beg. while .serving with the Mesopotamian 

Expeditionary Force. A.D. Notification 
No. 2086 of June, 1919 (3rd May, 1919.) 
3819, Hdr. Sheikh Ahmad, For gallantry and distinguished 
4568, L.-Nk. Gurumurty .service in the Field. 

4276, Nk. Thangamuthoo, (Army Order of the Day No. 269, 

4885, L.-Nk. Ramasami, dated 9th July, 1920). 

3415, Nk. Abdul Sfiibban. 

Meri fori otts Sarrin^s, 

3943, Hdr. Prime Singh. For meritorious service in the Field 

while .serving with the Mesopotamian 
Expeditionary Force. (Govt, of India 
3805, Hdr. Veerasami. No. 755 of April, 1920). 

3847, Hdr. Kalimulla. 

1/75/7/ Carnatic Infant rt/ : 

The following distinctions were won by the members of the 
Regiment for gallantry in the Field : — 

Private Shaik Fareed. Indian Distinguished Service Modal. 

For gallantry in Mesojiotamian 
Expeditionary Force, 1915. 
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Subadar-Major Ramannah. Indian Distinguished Service Medal 

for gallantry in the Aden Field Force. 
Naik Hayat Sharitf, (killed in Brought to notice for gallantry or 
action). good service in the operations from 

Subadar-Major Ramannah, 10th March, 191(), to 31st March, 1917. 
1. D. S. M. 

Havildar Govindarajulu, Indian Distinguished Service Medals. 

Lance-Naik Manikkani. Rewards have been granted for 

gallantry or devotion to duty in the 
Field while serving with the Aden 
Field Force. 

Private Ponnusami. Meritorious Service Medal (without 

annuity). Rewards for meritorious 
service on Hospital Ship. 

Subadar-Major Ramannah, Medaillc d’Honneur Avee Glaives, 
I. 1). S. M. (En. Vermeil). Awarded by the Allied 

powei’sat various dates to the British 
Forces for distinguishiid services 
rt'iidered during the course ol the 
Campaign. 

(\)1.-Hav. Ghulam Mohyuddin. Brought to the notice of the Secretary 
Havildar Govindarajulu, of State for War for valuable and 

Pte. Madasaini, distinguished services rendered in 

Lance-Naik Manikkam, connection with Military Operations 

Havildar Nariyan, in the Theatres of War specified during 

Havildar Mohammad Abdul the period 1st June, 1918, to 30th 
Suban, April, 1919. 

Private Nayana, Dated 3rd June, 1919. 

Liince-Naik Sangili Thevar, 

Madras and the “ Emden.” 

Madras was the only city in India which had a diiect tiiste of 
the excitement of War, owing to the bombardment of the* city by 
the Gcirman Cruiser Aw/Ze// soon after the outbreak of the War on the 
22nd September, 1919. Slipping out of the German port of Tsingtao 
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in the confusion that followed on its attack by the Japanese, she roved 
in Asiatic watei*s dealing havoc to the merchantmen of the Allied 
nations and sinking several of them in the Bay of Bengal and in the 
Indian Ocean. 

On the evening of the 22nd September, 1014, the peaceful 
citizens of Madras, who were at dinner or had just finished it, were 
startled by the sound of shells fired at the city from the direction of 
the sea, and learnt that it was the Cruiser Eiutlcn, whose depredations 
had been reported in the papei*s of the two «>r three preceding days 
but which was not expected to show its attention to such an unfortified 
city as Madras. Great confusion and panic followed the firing, and it 
was added to considerably by the fact that ct*rtain oil-tanks belonging 
to private companies and situated on the beach caught fire and the 
conflagration could be seen for mii(‘s around, adding ten’or to the 
imagination of an excite<l populace. The military were called out 
immediately and the firing from the guns on tht^ In^ach made the 
Emden withdraw towards Pondicherry, to continue her destructive 
activity in the Bay of Bengal and in the Far Eastern waters for some 
weeks more, till she was attacked and crippled by the Australian 
Cruiser H. M. S. Sydney, after a severe fight of some hours near the 
North Keeling Island. The War was thus realized by the people of 
the Southern Presidency with a vividness which did not come to 
people elsewhere in India. 

The Genesis of the Madras (Indian) Army. 

The following account of the Madras (Indian) Army is interesting 
and amusing : — 

Governor Langhome of Madras (1670-77) began th^ enlistment 
of native sepoys in the Company s service. The men were at first 
recruited from all sorts and conditions of men, including Hindus, 
Moors, KafBi-s from Africa, slaves from Madagascar, Indo- Portuguese, 
etc. They were armed with all sorts of weapons, bows and arrows, 
spears and daggers, and '' their dress was as bad and their ability as 
unreliable as their arms.” 



\i\i)i;v> voLi’Mi:. 



Aj-t^k “EMUt-N fcj’’ Miscnij::!- in Madkaj?. [p. lOJ 
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It is appiiivntly in coiiiieetioii with this mostly aiinod labblc and 
tluiir agents, etc., that we read that the l)irect»)r.s of the Honourable 
East India Company decided to send out a Chaplain to Madras to “ work 
a reformat ion in that disordered place. ” But the puih-e was unable to 
do any good as he was of “ two inylcle a disposition to work upon such 
rugged natures as those of these rlebast s«)ldiers composing the 
garrison. ” It is sjiid that .soldi(*rs frec|uented the Black Town with its 
“ rack-house ” (arrack-house) and “ Punch-house, ” that they “ shipped 
oH to join the Mooi's or trie<l their haials at a little pirating.” The 
Company tried its best to keep the men and get them back when 
they deserted, for the soldiei*s were far too valuable to shoot unless they 
were utterly hopeless villains. 

(3ut of this unpromising jur^iniuel devt‘loped the Madras Sepo}’ 
Army which was destine^! to establish a glorious lecord. 

'Phe Maktial Tradition of Southern India. 

India’s services to the British Empire in the most critical period 
of the gi’eatest War of history makes oiU‘ turn back to the past with 
some interest to consider what exactly the martial traditions of th(‘ 
various fighting races might have been. It has now become, more or 
less, the fiishion to speak id' the fighting races of India as if they 
constituted a* separate class by themselves, involving the correlative 
implication that the other classics wtue de\oid t>f this martial spirit. 
It would be interesting, therefore, to r(‘ter to a few incidents in a broad 
historical survey to exhibit the martial instincts i)f the])eople as a whole. 
For convenience of treatment it would b<‘ just as wxdl to dividi* India 
into divisions for this treatment. This division w ill accord very W(‘ll 
for the conshleration of the question whetluu- the so-called fighting 
race^ of the present da\ are so by any natural diti’erence, or only as 
a mere question of habit. 'Phe military reforms that fidlowed the 
d(‘parture of T.jord Roberts, disbanded tlu‘ bulk of w^hat onc(' upon a 
time was the Madras Aimy and was instrumental in casting a slur 
upon very many classes of the South Indian population as wanting in 
martial spint. A full examination of this would occupy a great deal 
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of spiict‘, not to speak of the eonsiclerable ainonnt of research that it 
would involve. It is not our present purpose to tak(* up tliat (piestion. 
Reaching back as far as we can, we find that the l uder inhabitants 
of South India s<?ein to ha\e been by nature a fighting i*ae(‘. One of 
their earliest traditions, which is (piite widespread, is the setting up 
of what is called the “ hero stone.” 'fhe Tamil ethical work “ Kural, ” 
speaking on this particular point, has one verse which the. author 
puts in the mouth of a hero-fighter in the following statement : — 
“ Don't stand in fr<mt of my master, y<m enemii‘s ; many are those 
that nicvle the effort and stand now in blocks of stone. ’ Raids and 
cattle-lifting and frontier fights were th(* training ground and eveiy 
small tribe in its own particulni habit was accustomed to this kind 
of fighting which k(*pt them in constant ex(‘rcise (‘V(‘ry where*. These 
stones lii‘ scattered about all <»ver the cmintry, and an* found in large 
numbers, particularly in the frontier regions. Not to speak of th(* 
regions whore the Tamil fighting class(*s of people* live in ))artieular, 
they are scattered V(‘iy largt'ly o\er the Kanada countr\ as well as 
Telugu, thus show'ing that this martial spirit was wot characteristic 
of one rac(* or class. It is a ruler of the \V(‘st (\>ast and his navy that la\ 
claim to have won a victory over the (ireek^(Ya\anas), in which they 
took a number of these people prisoners and subji‘et(‘d them to the 
treatment accorded to pirates. The same ’ ul(‘i’s also ‘lay claim to 
having ))Ut an end to piracy (»n the West Coast of one class of j)eople, 
who were inhabiting the coast region and live*! iis piratt*s l>y profession. 
1'h(‘ King’s of the Tamils in particular, all of them, lay claim to victories 
over th(‘ northernei*s, and one of them claims having received tributes 
or presents from the rulers of such distant (‘ountries as Magadha, Malva, 
an<l anoth(*r country in the region <if Hundelkhand. Tht? Em|H*ior 
Harsha of Northeni India, regarding w hose hisbay we have* a fuliK‘ss 
of information not obtainable in regard b) any other Indian Kov(*reign, 
had a military organization which juovifled him with a vast, 
well -organized and efficient army w ith w hich hesucc<*eded in glutting rid 
of the hordes that hung like a <*lomI along the* most vulnerable Indian 
Frontier — the North-West Frontier. That the military resources 
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of this monarch w(‘ro n^sisted with success and kept within the bounds 
of the VMndhvas by the Dekhan Einpemr Pulikesan, implies that the 
organization of the forces of this Dekhan ruler must have been at 
h'ast ocjiial to that of Hai*sha himself, who had to give up any effort 
in this direction ever after. This warlike ruler of the Dekhan himself 
was kt'pt at bay for a number of yeai*s by his contemporary, Pallava, 
ruler of Kanchi. This was not all. Pallava was able to advance 
against the very ca})ital (»f the D(‘khan monarch after defeating 
him successi vely, occupy th(‘ capital itself, destroy apart of it, and leave 
there an inscription detailing his achievement. He fitted out a fle(»t 
ami sent a great expedition t<» (Vylon in favour of his friend the fugitive 
(Vylori king, who sought his assistance and fought on his side against 
tin* (Jhalukya under Puieki.san. I'hat involves, in n^gard to Pallava 
at any rate, an efficient and w(‘l I -organized army on one side and an 
etjually cfticicait Heet on the othtu*. 

Th(U*e an* various incidents of even naval fights and expeditions 
Hiuit Oversea from the Tamil country. As a typical incident wo might 
mention the warlike op(‘rations of one of the grt‘at Ch(»la rulers which 
spi\*ad practically over tlu* whole of India with the crowning 
achieviuneiit of an expedition across the Bay of Bengal against the 
i»astt*rn islands. I'his was no other than Rajendra Chola I, who did 
a great di‘al T)f fighting iiimself in the coui*se of thi'so campaign.s. To 
])ut it briefly, he had to liegin war on his own North -Wi^stern Frontier 
on behalf of his father and fight along the lini‘ of the Krishna. He 
had then to <piell a rebellion, apparently in (.Vyhai, undertake an 
expedition to fight some of the islandei-s of the West Coa.st, then march 
against the Empire of the C^halukyas and come to almost a fixed frontier 
with them along the Kri.shna till it rcaeh<‘s the Nizam’s dominions and 
across thi* middle of it northwar<ls to the (^astern part of the Ciuitral 
Provinci'H. He then fitted out from C\)njeevaram an expedition 
composed of an army of 70,000 of all arms, against the territory of 
Kallinga, which thtui w;us n^cognized as being composed of s(»ven 
divisions, sometinu's put together into tally three. The Ueneral in 
charge t>f tlu' ex}KMUtion coiKiucted the army from victory to victory 



14 


(CHAPTER I. 


till he came to the banks of the Ganges and turned l)aek from thei-e to 
meet his master who had come up with another army and was at 
the time encamped on the Godaveri. They marched together again 
against the headquarters of the chief Kallinga ruler, and having 
defeated him completely remained in their victorious camp to fit t>ut 
and send the Ovemeas expedition. One incident in the coui'se of 
this war is worth detailing as it exhibits the martial spirit of the king 
himself and how the spirit that occasionally exhibited itself in the IDth 
century was the same spirit that we find illustrat'd in the llth centiny. 
Rajendra, leading the attack agjiinst the Kallinga ruler, had advanced 
too far into the field of battle, when, to the surprise of those iii 
immediate attendance, a maddened elephant came charging his own 
in full career in such a 'fashion that turning to escape would hav(‘ 
been certain death. Ordering his elephant to kneel down and receive 
the charge of the mad elephant, he struck the beast down with his 
own sword, a feat celebrated in a couple of slokas of one of the most 
recently discovered inscriptions of Rajendra. This is a feat which 
would shine by comparison with thv recent achievement of that 
famous knightly veteran the Mahamja of Idar. It will be remembere<l 
that on the occasion of His Imperial Majesty’s visit to India, as Prince 
of Wales, this Maharaja performed the wonderful feat of making his 
charger jump over a tusker boar which was charging his hoi-se at full 
speed, and transfixing the beast in the course of the leap. The 
Maharaja belongs to 6ne of the recognized fighting races, while the 
old Chola, almost 800 yeai's ago, belonged to the race of the Tamils, 
who are not considered particularly martial to-day. 

It is taken as an ordinarily established fact that the Brahman, as 
a Brahman, particularly the South Indian Brahman, is incapable of 
anything warlike. A Brahman, as a Brahman, South Indian or North 
Indian, is by conviction avei'se to war ; almost as much could be 
asserted of the upper classes of Hindus generally. The aversion to 
bloodshed has often been taken to be synonymous with something akin 
to cowardice. That the two traits could be different, it is not difficult 
to understand. That the two were different we shall illustmt(i by an 
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or two. It is triio wo ii(» “ History of the Miidrjis Army ” 
orof“Tho Royal Engineers ’* tor the jieriml of Hindu history. We 
do meet with oeeashmal instances which exhibit wliat exactly the 
outlo<»k of the people must havt‘ been, and how they eonduct(‘<l 
themselves in n‘gard to this particular branch (»f human activity, 
namely, war. It is p<»ssible to pick <Mit a numlau* of Brahman nam(‘s 
among those of Oftieers and (b^nerals of Armies in earlier records. 
It wouhl be suipi’ising to hear of a man leading an army forth from 
the Tamil c<mntry to destroy the enemy’.s capital near Hijapur. He 
was a man who could exhibit such wild devotii>n as to kill his own 
baby for satistying the hunger id' an a.scetic wht» begged of him fi)r 
ft>od. This may be relegated to the region of imagination. Ct>ming 
down to the peiiod of Vi java nagar history, wi* have the astounding 
statement that the Vedic commentator, Shayana, as regent in tht* 
viceroyalty of his late master, who.se young s«)n was his ward, actually 
fought a battle and won a victory. That a scholar well read in the 
Veda and a grammarian who devoted himself entirely, as it seems 
from his work, to literature, should not only pi*ove a statesman in 
conducting the administration of an important viceroyaity veiy 
successfully for a number of veal's, but should also have taken an 
actual part in the war would be considered boixlering on fiction. But 
here it is, an historical fact. His owm brother, the venerable seholai’ 
who turned ascetic at the end of his life, perha|)s contributed something 
in the councils even on questions of war. But we would note an 
instance of fighting to illustmte this. The great conqueroi-s of the 
south of Vi jayanagar at the very commencement contained, among 
three or four distinguished names, that of tin* Brahman ( lopana. But 
the fighting and organization in a fuller degree was actually the work 
of two Brahman brothel’s Akkauna and Madanna, ol whom the former 
had the duty “of the Lordship of the Southern ( )cean. ’’ ("oming to tht* 
time of the groat Krishnadeva Rjija himself, his minister SaluvaTimma, 
who almost stood /// to the yiuing king, often played an 

active jiai t in the wai*s of his master. His younger brother, by name 
Oovindaraja, die! a great deal of fighting for Krishna on the Mysore 



OHAPTKR I. 


in 


Fronti(M*, was tho officer in charge oi' the V^ijayanagar Fort later, and 
kxi hLs own division against Mahomodans in the battle of Raiehur. 
Two nephews of th(‘se hrothei*s wen* Military and Civil (fovernors of 
Frontier posts where thtw had to do a great deal of fighting themselves. 
Anotht*r name familiar in this period is the Rayasaui Kon<lamanisayya, 
whose, title was that of a writer or secretary, but he is still credite<l 
with having been the leader of an army. 

shall bring this account to a clost» by another instance of a 
Brahman who on this occasion fought as an ordinary soldier. This was 
the Brahman Apat Sahaya, born in Alangiidi, apparently the village' 
in the Tanjore district. He* claims that he took part in every battle* 
that was fought by V^ittalaraja in his campaigns, whi(*h e‘xte*nfle‘d fremi 
the' Travancore country to the* banks of the Krishna, on behalf of the 
last great ruler <d‘ Vi jayanagar, Rama Raja, who fe'll in the battle of 
Talikotta. In re‘ward for these contitiuous se'i vice's of his, he* askt'd 
and (obtained a grant with which he made some repairs and donations 
to a temple in the* Tamil country. Coming ele)wn to the Mahome'dan 
times, even the great resistance put up by Colkonda against Aurangzeb 
in the last year of its existence was a gre*at deal due* to the military 
genius and en-ganizing capacity e)f enie of two brother Brahmans, 
Akkanna and Madanna, who had the whole control of the administration 
in their hamls. One* of tlie*se tvvei hael the* civil ministrv in his hands 
and the* j)the*r the* militaiy, including in it the* actual re*sponsibilitie*s 
of a (iene*ral. We could trace further down in Mahratta history the* 
part played in matt(*rs militaiy, both in the fighting line* and in 
organization, by the Bi’ahman. This is too recent and too well known 
to recpiire* tr(*atm(*nt here*. Knough has be‘e*n saiel fe>r a brief ne»te U\ 
show that even the Brahman, the me)st pe*acefully incliiu'd by habit, 
and with a training which inculcates heirrea* e>f war, be)re his e)wn 
share, and that an honourable* one*, in matt(*i’s military. It is hardlv 
ne*ce*ssary te» peiint out that classes oth(*r than the Brahman whe> 
dev(»te*d the*ms(*lve*s to the* professiem of arms flischarged their 
iv.sponsibilitie*s with cemsiderable succe*ss. These* specific instances • 
ought te» be* e*nough b) give* an iele'a of what the* oiitloejk e)f the* pe'eiple 
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t)f South India generally wjvs in reg-ard to war. There may be 
perhaps there always was, a difference in degree, but the justification 
for stamping a number of classes of the peo])le as not tip to fighting, 
.seems to be more based on a lack of training than on <iny natural 
or national defect. 

The Madr.vs MtrroR Cycust Cours. 

Among the earliest contributions of the Madnis l’re.sideney to 
the War was the supply of thirty fully ecpiipped Motor (bclists for 
active service in the theatn's of War, at ti total cost of Rs. 77,!):k'). 
The Corps was despatched to the front in thnte batches of ten (‘aeh 
in December, lfH4, in February, U)1.5,andin April, l!)15. As main 
as twenty-tour of them soon received Commissions in the Army and 
among the decorations won by members of the Corps were, a J). (I M., 
a 1). S. C., and three Military Crosse.s. There wm-e five casualties, 
Mr. W. E. Jackson, of Messrs. Spencer & Co., and Mr. R. W. Formby, 
of the Madras Public Works Departm^mt, dying in action. A tribute 
of jiraise is deservedly due to the European numibers of the' (’orp.«i 
who left their various t’ivil or Commercial employments at the call of 
duty and joined with such prom[)titude a Coips e.xposed to all the 
.serious dangers occasioned by having to carry messages, often in the 
zone of tire from the battlefield. 

Mr. L. H. Kirknes.s, of the M. & S. M. Railway, was the menilM'r 
of the Coi|)s who was the lucky recipient of the Distinguished 
Service* Order, while Mr. F. Birby, of Messix. Best & Co., Ltd., another 
member of the Corps, was awarded the D. C. M. flir great gallantry 
from the 2()th April to 8rd May, 1 1)15, near Ypres. As a Motor Cyi'list, 
he ]*erformed e.\cellent work in carrying messages under heavy fire. On 
one occlusion he was blown off his cycle by a shell, but completed his 
journey although severely suffering from the shock. 
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RECOGNITION OF MILITARY SERVICE. 


Besides tlit? prop<jso(l Victory Memorial, an account of which 
raj)peaT>s (Usewhere in this Volume, which will serve to perpetuate the 
memory of all the soldiers and sepoys from Southern Iinlia who have 
rendered sei-vice in tln^ VV^ir, there have betui othei* forms of recognition 
of Military service. No ace,ount of the services of the Southern 
Presidency in the War can be complete without reference to the 
substantial e<*ncessions made by Government to sepoys, the special 
rewards that are being conferred for distinguished services on the 
field of batth* an<l the relief that is being oxtonded to those who 
have sufier(‘d in the War and to their families. 

COXCESSIONS TO SEPOYS. 

The Ciovernment have directed that, where possible, grants not 
exceeding five acres in wet or ten acres in dry land should be made 
to applicants who had served io His Majesty’s Fighting Forces during 
the War. The number of men who have hitherto received grants and 
the total ari'a granted in c*ach district is given in tlie following 
statement 



Siinihei' Men, 

Extent of Land in Ac 

Anjeng<» 

... Mf 

Nil 

Malabar 

... 48 

9488 

Ganjam 

. . 188 

638 

Vizagapatam 

12 

71-80 

Godavari 

15 

104-80 

Kistiia 

... 143 

540-38 

Guntur 

... 288 

M41 

Nellore 

8 

38-69 
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l)i!<frici. 

Nnmhfr of Meo. 

Extent of Land in Jcres, 

Cuddapah 

7 


36'47 

Anantapur 

... 24 


128-66 

Bellarj^ 

.. Sil 


Ni/ 

Kiirnool 

... 31 


106-33 

Madras 

... sn 

. . • 

Nif 

Chingleput 

... 70 


228 

Chittoor 

... 18 


45 07 

Arcot (North) 

... 348 


786-68 

Arcot (South) 

... 173 


642-.30 

Tanjore 

12 


30-22 

Trichinopoly 

... 105 


610 

Madura 

14 

• » » • » • 

.5.5-14 

Ramnad 

... .53 


290 

Tinnevelly 

... 43 


130 

Coimbatore 

... 64 


249-72 

Xilgiris 

1 

* • • , • 

5-31 

Salem 

22 


117-23 

South Kanara 

... 35 

... 

79-47 


The Government have also directed that the claims of men who 
have served in tlje War should receive special consideration in filling 
up appointments in Government service. In order to provide as many 
posts as possible in Goveniinent service for se|X)ys i-eturning from th(' 
War, officei*s were forbidden to iiiak«* ]>ermanent aj)pointinents to 
vacant posts carrying a pay of Rs. 1 5 and less, pending the return of 
st*poys from the War. 

Rewards for DisrrNciuisHED Services. 

The Government arc now preparing to gi’ant Inamn to Indian 
Officers and other ranks for distinguished service in the War. Such 
'nianiH will be given not only to officei-s and fighting men who 
have rendered distinguished services, but also to n^gimental followei*s 
and men of the Army Bearei* Corps whose conduct desorvc^s a special 
reward. Land worth Rs. 3,600 will, where possible, be given to sepoys 
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who have rendered distinguished service. The land will be held free 
of assessment for two lives, if it is not alienated or mortgaged. Even 
after the expiry of the period for which the land was granted free of 
iissessmeut, the Inam. will continue in the possession of the heirs of 
the grantee subject to the ordinary ryotwari assessment so long as 
they behave loyally. The extent of the inam to be gmnted to an 
officer is twice that gi’anted-to the sepoy, while a non-combatant, who 
is to be rewanled for distinguished service, will receive half the inam 
gmnted tn a sepoy. Where lands cannot be granted, a money 
allowance payable for tw^) lives will be granted instead. The amount 
of the allowance will be Rs. 5 per month to a combatant soldier who 
has rend(*red distinguished service. An officer who is entitled to the 
reward will receive Rs. 10 per month and a non-combatant will receive 
Rs. 2-8-0 per month. These rewards will be in addition to any pay 
or pension to which the recipient may be otherwise entitled. It is 
believed that about 900 pers^ms in this Presidency will receive such 
inama. The amount of land t<^ be granted in each district as inam is 
shown below : — 


Wm//vV‘/. 

Totiil E-rtent of Lund. 

ViUne of Land. 


Afre*. 

R». 

Salem 

... 

10,32,500 

Madura 

... -1, 581 

4,93, .300 

Trichinoptdy 

•25:1 

56,000 

'Fan jore 

848 

2,03,000 

Vizagapatam 

848 

1,26,000 

(lodavari 

295 

87,500 

Nellore 

581 

80,500 

Guntur 

191 

59,500 

Kistna 

884 

31,500 

Coimbatore... 

42 

21,000 

Bellary 

100 

10,500 

South Kanara 

21 

10,500 


16.931 ■ 

22,12,000 
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Relief to Soldier.s who have Suffered in the War 
AND their Families. 


The Government have ordered that the children of soldiers, who 
died or were disabled during the War, shall be admitted without school 
fees into all primary and secondary schools maintained or aided by 
public funds, and that the cost of the school books needed by them 
should be paid by public funds. 

Besides this, relief is now being granted to soldiers who have 
been crippled and to the families of soldiers who have lost their lives 
in service. A sum of Rs. 3,30,000 has now been allotted from 
the Imperial Indian Relief Fund to be distributed for the relief of 
the dependants of soldiers who lo.st their lives on service during 
the War. 

A sum of Rs. 300 will be given to families which have been left 
altogether destitute. To families who.se need is le.ss, a sum of Rs. 250 
or Rs. 200 will be granted according as the family is very poor or able 
to support itself. Besides the sum of Rs. 3,30,000 thus granted for thcj 
relief of families of men who lost their lives in the War, a sum of Rs. 200 
is being paid by the Military Authorities from the [mpi*rial Jndian 
Relief Fund to ^each soldier who received siuious wounds or injuries 
in the War. These grants are in addition to any othei' allowances «jr 
pensions received by the soldier.s or their fiinilies. Indian officoi*s 
who have been seriously wounded and the families of officers who have 
died, will receive Rs. 50 in excess of the sum granted to Indian 
soldiers and their families. The money thus granted from the Indian 
Imperial Relief Fund was distributed to the persons entitled to the 
relief during the Peace Celebration in December, 1919. 

The Rupee Fund, the Headquarters of which are in Madras, is 
even now collecting money to send to the Indian Imperial Relief Fund 
and other organizations for the relief of those who suffered in the War. 
The money collected for this F'und will available to give relief to 
wounded sepoys and to the families of those who lost their lives in the 
War, if they should hereafter need help. 
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Post-War Reijef to Hepovs and their Families in the 
Madras Presidency. 


Thu Indian Soldiers’ Bf)iud allotted to the Madras Presidency a 
sum of Rs. 3,30,000 for the grant of poi<t hoHam relief to the faniilies 
of Indian soldiers and officers who were, killed oi- who died on aetivti 
service during the War. Thecasualty lists forwarded to theOmeriiinent 
of Madras by the Indian Soldiers* Board wore passed on to tht* District 
Officers for investigation into the circumstances of the dependants 
of th^^ deceased soldiers and officers with a vitnv to their being given 
relief. Cases investigated were classified according to the decree of 
necessity into three grades, namely : — 

(1) very necessitous cases amounting to destitution, for example, 

widows with several small children with little or no land ; 

(2) medium cases where there is no destitution; 

(3) cases where the death of the deceased has resulted in no nn>re 

than some fall in the standanl of living and comfort 

Relief was granted on the Peace Celebration Day in the majority 
of cases, in which investigation had been completed, according to the 
scale prescribed by the Indian Soldiei's’ Board, viz., Rs. 300 for cases 
in griide I, Rs. 250 for cases in grade II, and Rs. 200 for cases in 
grade III with an additional allotment of Rs. 50 for officers in each 
class. District Officers have also granted relief in some cases where 
casualties were brought to their notice in the districts, even though 
the names of the deceased peraons did not find a place in the casualty 
lists received from the Indian Soldiers* Board. 
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THE INDIAN DEFENCE FORCE MOVEMENT. 
(Voluntary Branch.) 

Tn the Mddrm Presidency. 

On the lat July, 1917, an appeix) to Young India wa.s published 
by the President of the Committee for the promotion of recruitment 
among Indians, exhorting young men to avail themselves of the 
opportunities thrown open by the Government and enlist in as large 
numbers as possible. The appeal was alsi) published in the V ernaculars, 
such as Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam. After the re-opening of 
the Colleges in July, 1917, the President visited some of the important 
educational centres in the South, r/r., Trichinopoly and Madura, and 
held recruitment meetings in these places. He received cordial 
co-operation from the Heads of the Educational Institutions, and 
especially the Missionary Colleges and the Collectors of Trichinopoly 
and Madura. *Tinnevelly was visited in August, and there were also 
meetings held in the Madras Christian College, the Victoria Hostel, 
and the Wesley College at Royap?ttah and the Royapuram R;iilway 
static m. 

'rho Military authorities were kind enough to furnish abstmets 
of applications for enlistment received from time to that*, and the 
following figures show the progi'ess of recruitment in this l^ivsidency 
according to these weekly reports : — 

Applications i-eceived from Indians up to 2(1 th May, 1917, 442 



do. 

do. 

•2iul Jum-. .. 

475 

IV.. 

do. 

ilo. 

f»th 

501 

IV.. 

do- 

do. 

IfV.h .. 

.VH 

iv.. 

do. 

do. 

23rrl „ 

f>90 
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Applu'ations 

receive 

d from Indian.*- 

up to 80th June, 1917, 

723 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

7th July, 

769 

D«i. 

do. 

do. 

I4th 

822 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

28th „ 

1,047 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1 1 th August „ 

1,157 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

I8th 

1,285 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

25th .. 

1,397 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1st Sept. 

1,749 

The tohil (if 

1 .749 

given in tin* 

Weekly Rej)nrt of th 

K’ 1st 


Sr'pteinluT, 1017, was nut, howev<‘r, tjintc acrmato. 'ria* actual 
number <if applications was wvy much larg(‘i-. AccMinlin^ to tho lottm* 
<if the 1). A. A. (t., <latr(l th(^ 0th Januarv, I OIK, the correct h^ures 
up to the 2Kth August were as follows - 

Total number of applications for eijr(»lment on or before 


the 2Kth August, 1017 ... ... ... 

Number medically examinci I ... ... ... 1,801 

Number accepted for enrolment ... ... 048 

Number rejected ... ... ... 448 

Number of those who failed to appear ... 614 

Number unaccounted for ... ... ... 807 


On tin* loth March, 1018 , Act \’lll i)f UMH, wa^ pas.sed by 
the (b)vernment of India amending Section 12 /»f the Indian 
Defence Force Act (»f 1017, enabling the Governor-deneral to r(‘-op(*n 
recruitment to the voluntarv branch of the Indian Defence F\>rce 
in any .specified local area. On the 12th April, 1018, tin* Army 
Depirtment published a Notification fixing the strength of tln^ 
voluntarv section of the Indian Dt*ti*jice F^)ice in the different 
Provijice.s. According to this Notification, while tin* .strength of the 
units in the other Provinces wa.s fixetl at only 1,000, the strength of 
the Mfidras unit was fixed at 1,200. This was undmibtedly the result 
of the more satisfactory I'csponse in Madras. 

On the 8rd June, 1918, the Army Deptirtnient informed Local 
Governments that the six units in India should be recruited to their 
full establishment a.s soon as p<»ssibh* and that, as soon as this was 
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done, the Govemment of India would bo prepared to consider the 
gi-adual augmentation of the establishment up to a maximum of 
12,000 (this suggests that the strength of each unit might b(i raised 
to 2,000). They said that this maximum represented the greatest 
number which could be armed, ecjuipped, and trained, and for which 
suitable einployment could b(* found on a general mobilization. When 
the preliminary training of each unit had been completed up to its full 
sanctioned establishment, arrangements would be made for periodical 
training, as far as possible, on the same system as that which obtained in 
th(» European portion of the Force. It was realized that this would 
present considerable difficulties in many cases, as the men’s homes were 
scattered over a wide area. Special arrangements would be made, 
hoNvever, to meet such difficulties. The letter went on to say thnt, 
as soon as the training of the Indian members of the Indian Defence 
Force was suffici(uitlyadvanced, selected men would be r(‘commended for 
promotion to the non-commissioned ranks. Qualified non-commissioned 
offieei*s showing special aptitude for command would then be selected 
for advancement to Jamadar and Subadar. This was as far as the 
military authoritu's were prepared to go then. They said that the 
proposals of the (.ioveriiment of India in regard to the grant of 
King’s commissions were under the consideration of His Majesty’s 
Government jmd, until a decision was received in the matter, the 
(piestion of granting higher rank than that of Subadar in the Indian 
jxirtion of the Jndian Defence Force must remain in abeyance. 

In a Press vnnnmniitjfu', dated the I i)th June, 1 918, the Government 
of Madras stated, the strength of the First Madras Infantry being 
1)50, the number of or<linarv vacancies available in the unit was 250, 
and that intending applicants for eiiroliiK'iit should apply to their 
lespective J)istrict Magistrates. 

According to the information at the disposal of the Government 
of India on the 4th October, 1917, the number of applications for 
(‘nrolmeiit from the different Provinces were : — 

Burma ... ... 2,550 

Madras ... ... 1,749 
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Bombay and the ( ’entral 

6(59 

(This excluded applications for 

Provinces. 


enrolment in the Bombay 
University Companies). 

Bengal 

51 K 

1 This excludes applications for 

Punjab 

418 

enrolment in the (Jalcutta 
University Companies). 

United Provinces 

21J 

(This excludes applications tor 
enrolment in the Allahabad 
University (company). 

Assam 

125 


Behar and Orissa 

99 


Baluchistan... 

1 

t>,844 



excluding the Uiiiversitv Coinpatiies nieulioned ahovt*. 

It is not known what the numbers of applications were for 
enrolment in the Univei'sity Comi>anies in other parts of India. As 
regards Madras, the correct figure being 2,812 and not 1,749, it will 
be seen that Burma and Madras may be practically bmcketed together 
as regards the number of applications and that they headed the list 
ill the whole of India. It seems unlikely that, <‘ven if the inimbi'i-s 
of applications enrolment in the University Companies in other 
parts of India were included, the po.sitioij of Madras and Burma would 
be at all affected. 1'hat the response made in Madras was satisfactory 
will appear from the following further facts : — 

On the 28th August, 11)18, the I). A, A.-G. informed the President 
that, as far as could be ascertained, the nuinbei’ of Univemity men who 
were enrolled in the Indian s(*ction of the Indian Defence Force, /. 
the First Madrss Infantry, was about 180, and that under recent orders 
of Army Headquarters the strength of a full compiny had been fixed 
at 802. He added that the establishment of the Firat Madras Infantry 
had been brought up to full strength and that the question of 
augmenting this branch of the Indian Defence Force was being 
considered by the Army Headquarters. 
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All uiidigiieil priiitevi ciiviilar vvhifh was being circulated at 
'rrichinopoly stated that the G. O. C. intended to move the Army 
Ht^^d^uartel’s to raise the .strength to 2,000. The President applied 
to the D. A. A.-G. for information as to whether the eireula]’ was 
authorized and, if so, whether the fact ct)iild be published in the 
papers and an appeal made for further recruitment. In reply to 
these enquiries the D. A. A.-G. stated on the 19th September, 1918, 
that 1,200 r(‘cnuts had been enndled, that the number of enrolments 
since recruitment re-opened wa.s 281, and that more might hav(* been 
enrolled during the previous week for which lU) report had yet been 
received. He added also that until sanction was received for the 
Fifth C«>mpany no definite appeal for further recruitment couhl b<» 
mad<* in a public manner as HUggeste<I by the President. 

The Armistice was concluded in November, 1918, and on the 
I8th Ihicember, 1918, the training of E. Company of the Fii*st Madras 

Infantry was suspend(‘d under ordei>{ from the Army Headquarters. 
«««««« 

Having finished the story of the recruitment of the Fii>;t Madras 
I nfantry, I shall now proceed to describe the arrangements made for tin* 
accommodation, convenience, and training of the recruits. The sanction 
of the Govemment of India to the formation of thi* P^irst Company 
of the Indian section of the Indian Defence Force was conveyed to the 
Military Department on the lOih August, 1917. The ( 'ompany was 
to be dt‘signated the Fii-st Madras Infantry. The Company was fii*st 
intended to be attached for administration, discipline, and training to 
the 80th Caniatic Infantry at Trichinopoly. The bairaeks for the 
accommodation of the recruits were wvU situated in the Cantonment 
and the allotment of buildings proposed for cooking, dining, reading, 
and recreation was generally suitable. 

A ( \unmittee for looking after the convenience of the recruits 
was formed, funds were collected by private subscriptions, suitable 
utensils for cooking purposes, furniture, liglits, and requisites for 
sports and indoor games and newspjipers for the reading room wer(‘ all 
|)rovKlod at the (H>st of the Recruitment Committee, The* President 
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arranged also for prizes for proficiency in musketry at the end of 
the throe months’ course foi- each of the Companies. Separate me.ssing 
arrangements for vegetarians and non- vegetarians in accoi-dance 
with caste scruples were also u\a<lo the Committee. Provision 
was made by the Committee for cricket, football, and hockey, and 
arrangements were also made by the Committee latei* on for instruction 
in boxing. The Committee also engaged a Hindustani tutor fin- 
teaching Hindustani to such of the recTuits as wished to ac<piire a 
knowledge of that language. 

The recruits took to their Military training with gnat keenness, 
and the progress made by them was cmisidered quite satisfactory by 
the Officer who inspected them from time to time. The fii’st 
batch was inspected on the 2oth October, 1017, by His Excellency 
the Governor and (}eneral Holloway. In thi^ sp(H‘ch addressed by His 
Excellency to the recruits h(‘ informed them that General Holloway 
had a.ssurcd him that he was very pleased with the tuin-out of the 
men, though it was only about three weeks since they had begun theii* 
training. On the 31st December, 1017, on the conclusion of the 
training of the First Company, Sir Arthur Phayre, the General Officer 
Commanding the 0th Division, wired to Colonel Burn, the Officer 
Commanding the 73rd Carnatic Infantry, to convey to all ranks of the 
Indian section of the Indian Defence Force his appreciation of th(‘ir 
good behaviour and keenness during their month’s tmining. In his 
letter of the 8th January, 1018, the General Officer Commanding, Sir 
Arthur Phayre, observed that the men had work('d well and that their 
conduct and progress had been very satisfactory. The musketry 
average for the First Company after the brief course of training they 
had undergone was 04 per cent. The winner of the first prize scoivd 
78 points out of 85. 

Before I conclude, it is my pleasant duty to acknowledge the 
valujible and cordial help 1 receive<l from the Local Government 
and the Military Authorities of the 0th Division, from the memboi*s 
of the Committee organiz(*d at Trichinopoly to look after the comforts 
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of the recruits, from th(' Officei’s Commanding the Indian Defence Force 
f ^nnpanies and the Regiment to which they were attached for training. 
1 should like in particular to express my obligation to the late 
Mr. H. F. W. Oillinan, Member of the Executive Council, Madras, 
to Major-General Sir Arthur Phayre, G. O. C., 9th Division, to 
(Captain (J. E. R. Shield, the I). A. A.-G., 9th Division, to Colonel Bum, 
the Officer Commanding the 78rd Carnatic Infantry, to Captain Grose, 
who was first jjut in Command to the Indian Defence Force Company, 
and Dewan Bahadur T. Desikachariar, Rev. Father F. Bertram and 
Mr. P. A. Gan(\sa Iyer among the members of the Local Committee. 
'Phe thanks of the Recruitment Committee are also due to th(‘ 
gentlemen who generously subscribed to the Fund which was started 
for providing conveniences to the Indian Defence Force. 
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THE SUPPLY OF MONEY. 


1'he total amount tsubscribod V>\ thr Madras Presidency to the twu 
War Loans floated by the Government of India was Rs. 5.74,08,000. 
The total amount of the contributions to the First War Lt)an was 
Rs. 2,88,00,000, w^hile the total amount of the contributions l,o thi* 


Second War Loan was slightly higher, being Rs. 2,00,87,000. Separat e 
statistics for the various Districts of the Ma<lras Presidency are not 
available with regard to the Fii*st War Loan, but the following table 
shows the contributions to tht* second War Loan, reeeivisl fn>m ejich 


District of the Madras Pr(*sidenev 


Rs. 


( hin jam 

Vizagapatam 

Godavari 

Kistna 

(iuntur 

Nellore 

Cuddapah 

Anantapur ... 

Bellary 

Kurnool 

Madras 

Chingleput 

( 'hittoor . . 

Arcot, North 

Am>t, South 

Tanjore 

Trichinopoly. . . 


I,57,(i00 

2.87.800 
0,1 0,800 

1.41.000 
(),24,000 

2.70.000 

8.71.000 
2,24,100 
4,18,400 
2,80,500 

I ,(i8,5cS,80() 
(),45,(i00 
10, 40, .500 

1 . 88.000 

1.78.800 
0,71,800 
8,07,8(X) 
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Rs. 

Madura ... ... ... 7 , 40,600 

Riiiinad ... .. ... 10 , 00.700 

Tinnnvelly ... ... ... S, 10, 800 

Coimbatore ... .. ... (>, 80,400 

Nilgiris ... ... ... 12 , 05,700 

Salem ... ... 2 , 08,800 

South Kanara ... ... 8 , 88,000 

Malabar ... ... ... 0 , 82,500 

Jn oiu* of his Annual Budget speeches in the Imperial (^)une,il, Sir 
William Meyer, the Finance Member, regretted that the contribution 
of the Madras Presidency (where he himself had seen most of his 
official service) wa.s not higher in the sciile of the Provinces in India, but 
the total figure is probably consistent with the matt3rial circumstanci's 
of the Madras Presidency, which is not (piite so prosperous as Bombay 
with its great Capitals of Industry, or Bengal with its flourishing 
Zemindars. Sir Stanley Reed, the Editor of the [fiflia/f Vrar Hook, 
how(»ver, draws attention to an Jispect of the contribution of Madms, 
which is worthy of special notice. Commenting on the results of the 
Second War Loan, he points to the interesting circumstances that 
while Madras stands fifth among Indian Provinces, with regard to the 
total amount realised, the tnnufjf*r of largest in tin» Presidency, 

while Bengal, which comes first with regard to the total sum realized, 
is only the fifth as regards tin* number of investors. The smaller sum 
thus n^ally n*presents the wider |)opular effia t. 

The Madras War Fund, the various activities of which are 
chronicled in adifi'erent part of this volume, received contributions to 
the extent of nearly seventy-five lakhs of ruptics from the people ot 
the Presidency, who also contributetl thirty-five and a half lakhs of 
rupees to the Indian Imperial Relief Fund. 

The Madras War Fund. 

References are ma<le iji vanoiis sections of this volume to the 
W'ar activities organized under the auspices of the Madras War F und 
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and it may be worthwhile giving here a few facts relating to the Fund. 
Inaugurated immediately after the outbi*eak of the War, so early as on 
the llth of August, 1914, with His Excellency the Right Honourable 
Lonl Pentland as President, it continued its work to the very conclusion 
of the Armistice and an idea of the magiiitudi^ of its work can be 
formed from the circumstance that it was able to collect and spend 
in highly useful channels, the sum of Rs. 74,()3,441-8-f). Successive 
Members of His Excellency's Staff, acted as Honoi-ary Secretary and 
Treasurer to the Fund : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. J. L. Allanson, c.i.E., D.s.o., 1 Oth Gurkha 
Rifles, from 14th August, 1914, to 3rd July, 1915. 

Captain W. S. E. Money, 22nd Cavalry, from 4th July, 1915, to 
9th December, 1915. 

Major H. F. Collingridge, 2/9th Gurkha Rifles, froiu 10th 
December, 1915, to 3rd November, 1910. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. G. Munn, 30th Sikhs, from 4th November, 

1916, to 20th September, 1917. 

Captain L. M. Petit, Gth Jat Light Infantry, from 2 1st SeptembtT, 

1917, to 4th October, 1917. 

Captain W. S. E. Money, 22nd Cavaliy, from 5th October, 1917, 
to 31st December, 1918. 

Mr. H. R. Bird, M.n.E., of the Governor’s Oflice, acted as Assistant 
Honorary Secretary throughout the period, and in recognition of his 
services, the subscribers to the Fund made a present ition to him, 
while the Governmentialso conferred on him the distinction of M. B. E. 
After the cessation of hostilities, the Fund supplied Red Cross comforts 
to the troops in Mesopotamia and to all the Military Station Hospitals 
in the Madras Presidency. 

With the unanimous consent of the subscriber to the Fund, five 
lakhs of rupees of the balance in hand was presented to the Imperial 
Indian R('lief Fund. On the 12th June, 1919, His Excellency Lord 
Willingdon, President, Madras War Fund, held a me(d.ing of the 
subscribers when it was resolved to hiiiid over the balance in hand to a 
“ Post War Fund Committee,” with Her Excellency Lady Willingdon 
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as President, and close the Madms War Piind. By the 30th June 
most of the liabilities of thi‘ Madras War Fund were discliarged and 
work for the Fund by various Ladies’ DepOt Centres throughout the 
Presidency ceased. All the Red Cross materials presented from the 
Fund to the Military Station Hospitals in the Presidency have been 
handed over to the General Officer Commanding, 9th Division, as a 
free gift from the Ma(iras War Fuml. 

Special Grants nv the Madras War Fund. 

The Madras War Fund made various special grants for purposes 
connected with the War, besides keeping up the activities mentioned 
already. The following account of them is taken from the* TniiiHactioufi 
itf Math'ait Wni' Fund : — 

1. To the G. O. C., British Ejist Africa, Rs. 15,101-8-0 for 

comforts to troops and to pitients at the Bas(‘ Hospitals, 
Mombassa. 

2. To the G.O.C., Force D, Mesopotamia, a laboratory etiuipment 

for the diagnosis of fevers and otht'r diseases for the use of 
the Ba.se Hospital, Basra, 1914. 

3. To the G.O. C., Force I), Mesopotamia, Rs. 30,000 for comforts 

to patients. 

4. To the^ Medical Superintendent, No. 5 lAdian General 

Hospital, Ramleh, Alexandria, Egypt, Rs. 5,293-12-8 for 
special ma.sseuse, etc. 

5. To the East Indies Naval Stiition Fund, Bombay, Rs. 3,000 

for men of the Royal Navy and Royal Indian Marine. 

H. To the St. John’s Ambulance A.ssociation, Simla, Rs. 9,000 for 
invaluable help rendered to the Madrjis War Fund. 

7. To the King George/s Fund for Sailors, R.s. 15,000. 

From H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught, Chairman of General 
Council, King George's Fund for Sailors : — 

“ It is a great plea.sure to me to have received your letter of the 
18th June, in which you have enclo.sed such a gen(?rous sum in ai<l of 
King George’s Fund for Sailors. 



THE SUPPLY OF MONEY. 


37 


No better method could, 1 am sure, have In'eu adopted than 
that of obtaining the co-operation of the Madras Chamber of Commerce 
and the members of that Body, and I would ask you convey my 
thanks to them for the liberal manner in which they have supported 
the Fund. 

“ I well km)W also the splentlid part that has been taken by the 
Presidency of Madras in helping the lighting forces of H. M. the 
King- Emperor — not the least of which is the maintaining by voluntary 
subscription of the Hospital Ship Mmlnts. 

“ In view of this, it is all the more gratifying to me to hear of 
the liberal donatitJii which the Madras War Fund has contributed to 
King (leorge’s Fund for Sailors. 

“ It is our desire to maintain an adeipiate annual support for tht‘ 
Marine Institutions and it is the hope of the General Council that the 
Fund for this purpose will continue to meet with a generous and 
world- wide response.” 

8. (iift io Y. M. C\ — On the 23rd March, 1[)17, the Madras 
War Fund offered a sum of Ks. 6,000 to establish a Y. M. C. A. Hut 
in Baghdad. The following report has lH‘en received from the 
Scerc'.tarv of the Y. M. C. A. in Mesopotamia ; — 

“The Madras Hut,” Y. M, C. A., is situated on n bend of the 
'Figris, some two miles below Baghdad. It is housed in a substantial 
brick building, surrounded by a beautiful garden. The location is most 
central and convenii'iit for the iii(*n of the neighbouring camps, so 
that the place as a recreation centre is a most popular one. 

“The. house is built after the usual Mesopotamian style with a 
flat roof, central courtyard and numerous small rooms, and lends 
itself particularly well f)r institutional work, [t luis beim ecpiipped 
with writing facilities, library, periodiciils, games, and billiard table. 
Two or three rooms are reserved as class rooms for lectures and 
study. A “ Quiet Room ” has been set aside as a place where men 
who desire it can find quiet for reading or meditation. It is provided 
with comfortable chairs and a carefully selected devotional library. 
It is used as a chapel b}' the Chaplains on Sunday. 
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“ Undoubtedly the most popidar spot about the ‘ Hut ’ is the 
canteen, which, for the summer months, has been moved out into the 
garden. A nurnbei* of Arab benches and tables have been placed 
about under the trees and vines, and here every night hundreds of 
men gather for ‘ tea, cake, and gossip.* A piano and gramophone 
are provided, and one or both of them arii in use constantly. The 
place is virtually the ‘ pub ’ of the neighbourhood. 

“ The billiard table which has been provided is in constant use 
It is available for the men daily till eight o’clock, after which, on 
three nights a week, it is reserved for officers. 

“In the Madras 'Hut,' as in all the Y. M. C A. centres for 
British troops in Mesopotamia, there has been a great impetus given 
recently to the educational work. The formation of concert pai-ties 
among the men has made it possible for the Secretary in charge to 
allow that side of the entertainment to take care of itself. He has 
thus been able to devote his energies towards organizing lectures 
and study classes. The value of these latter has shown itself 
repeatedly in providing the men with definite, healthy interests 
which help to maintain their momlo in the face of prevailing 
monotony and boredom. In addition to the larger popular lecture, 
provision has been made for language study classes, Bibhj classes, 
lecture groups, atid discussion groups. The subjects treated cover a 
very large field, history, Arabic, theology, mechanics, etc. 

“ A description of a typical evening’s programme will doubtless 
be of interest- to the donors in Madras, after whom the ‘Hut’ is 
named. About 5-30 in the evening, the fatigues and parades in the 
neighbouring camps being over for the day, the ‘ Y. M.’ be.gins to 
assert itself as the centre of gravity for the neighbourhood. The 
men begin drifting in in ever-incrcjising numbers. The billiard table 
is promptly booked up for the remainder of the evening; the writing 
rooms are invaded by men desirous of writing home; and the library 
and rt'ading rooms are similarly filled with men eager to get 
something to read. At six (/clock th(; Arabic teachiu’ arrives, a 
Chaldean ('hristian from Baghdad, and a large number of ambitious 
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linguists go off with him to one of the class rooms. A little later 
another class begins in another part of the building, the subject there 
being the * Evolution of the Steam Engine,’ led by an officer from a 
neighbouring armoured car unit. Still later a third class nun^ts 
under the trees in the garden to study and discuss ‘ Indian Problems 
in the light of Christianity.’ Meanwhile, in another p irt of the 
garden there is a great crowd of men gathered around the canteen. 
In spite of the efforts of those .serving tea, the “ tea cue” seems to be 
unending. Out under the trees a large number of those who have 
already been served are discussing the day’s telegrams just received 
in the “ Baghdad Times.” On a balcony overlooking the garden, 
one of the gunners is at the piano making the court and garden ring 
to tunes of “ ragtime.” At closing time “ Family Prayers ” are 
conducted in the courtyard for those who wish to attend And so 
the day ends. 

“ It was not mere exaggeration which led one of the “ Tommies ” 
to remark the other night, “ With a place like this to come to in the 
evenings, a ‘ bloke ’ could be ‘ cushby ’ for duration.” 

Rs. 

9. To the Commandant, Convalescent Depot, Poonamal lee, 

for Y. M. C A. Hut ... ... 500 

10. To -General Officer Commanding, 9th Division, for 

expenses in connectum with Overseas furlough men 
and convalescents, Wellington 2,000 

1 1. To G. O. C., Southern Briga<le, Wellington, towards the 

upkeep of the “ B ” class for ladies at Wellington 
and Keti ... ... ... 1 ,000 

12. To Bangalore Soldiera’ Aid Committee .. . 5,000 

13. The G. O. C., Southern Brigade, Wellington, towards 

the upkeep of the Furlough Recreation Camp ... 1,000 

14. To Honorary Treasurer, Y. M. C. A. Einergt‘ncy 

War Fund Committee ... ... ... 10,000 

15. To Brigadier-in-Charge, Salvation Army, for 

equipment, etc. ... ... ... 500 
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Rs. 

l(). To (f. (). C., 0th Division, fl)r Cannanore Cuiivalosccnt 

Camp ... ... ... ... 2,000 

17. To Miss Downey, Hecretiiiy, Y. M. C. A., for Nurses’ 

Club, Baghdad ... ... 5,000 

18 Christmas eheer for Troops in Mesopotamia, 1018, 

Plum puddings, two tons, and sweets 1 ton for British 
Troops, and sweets 2i tons for Indian Tnxips 0,000 

U). Dr. J. Milton, for Plum puddings, for Troops stationed 

at Wellington... ... 1,000 

Thk Maor.vs War Stamp. 

Among the numerous efforts put forward by the Madras Wai- 
Fund for the popularization of its activities was th(» designingofa 
War Stamp sold at the small cost of for a rupee, whose .saie 
realized Rs. 21,000. Obviously, the value of the institution of the 
War Stamp must not be judged by the amount of money n'alized by 
its sale, as its educative usefulne.ss was great indecMl, and it also .served 
the pur})ose of keeping the needs of the mc*n fighting at tin* front 
constantly before the minds of those using it. The following 
particulars furnished by the‘ Trtui^a-f iom If dr t'lnul will be 

found interesting f — 

During th<‘ lattm- half of the year lOK) it was tieeided to 
produce a Madras War Fuiul Stimp in aid of the Fund, and this 
Stamp has been ou sale at most of the j>rinci]>al Shops, Banks, and 
Hotels in Madras an<l throughout the Presidency. Thi* original 
contents or the design of the Stamp were first outlined and thrown 
into suitable form by Mr. W. vS. Hadaway, vSuperintendent of the 
Madras School of Arts. This outline was sent to the Hyderaba<l 
Mint where, with the kind help of Mr. R L. Giinlen. Superintendent 
of Stamps, the design was transformed by Baboon iwuii, one of the 
leading draughtsmen there, who is a Madras man, and, it is 
interesting to add, both <l(‘af and <luinb. 

The stamp (reproduce<l in the volume) shows the Hospital 
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.Shi|) "Miulnui” steaming along. The words “ Madnis War Fund" 
are insc;ribed along the top of the Stamp with the lifelmoy of the 
ship in eiich upper corner, a Red Cross in each lower comer and the 
inscription “Half Anna” on the scroll along the lower line of the 
Stami). 

The dies t«)r the stamp were struck hv the Hyderabad State 
Mint where it was printed five of cost by the generosity of His 
Exalted Highness the Nizam. 
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CHAPTER V. 


SPECTAT. (JIFTS FOK THE WAR 
Bv THK Madras Presidency. 

In JidditijRi to thr contributions ivccived for the ec^iiipnient and 
maintenance of the Hospital Ships and various other activities of the 
Madras War Fund, th(*r(‘ were numerous othcT gifts to the cause of the 
VV^ar. some of which deserve special laenticm. There were, for instance, 
various donations made by the Maharaja of Hnhhifi i — 

Special (Jift for War e*xpenditiire ... Rs. 50,000 

Second special (lift for War expenditure ... ,, 50,000 

For the purchase of two Motor Ambulances 15,000 

For War expendituiH* ... ... ,, 30,000 

The gifts w(U*e acknowledged by the Private Secretary to His Majesty 
Lord Stanifordham, who wroU* in tin* course* of one of his U‘tters : — 
f harr rrrrirrd aad laid hrforv ihe Kiu<f jfimr letter of the 20th 
•I'lflt/, toirfhvaf! a ! after front the Maharaja nf Bitbbih , /// tchirh he offers 
to His Majestjf the sant of /iV 60Ji)()() fotrards the War exftendttnre. The 
Khiff area fits trith ijratifeatiini this farther jtroof of the Maharaja\^ 
si/iafiathtf a ad (jeaerosH tf at ft fitae af aafioaaf stress and a a. nett/. la 
ntnita aairat i atf this reft/tf to the Maharaja , trill t/ita ft! ease assure hint of 
His Majest tfs afifireeial iaa af his Iftt/all// trhirh is indeed t radifittaaf frith 
hts fault ft/, and nf hts fiafriidir and /tab! tr^s/n nt ed U'ork t a (he xerrtee af 
his roatttrtf. 

The la.U‘ Raja of N'eiikatagiri offered Rs. *25,000 for expenditure 
which, with thi* approval of His Maje.sty the King-Emperor, was used 
for th(‘ Hospital Shi]) Madras. This was in adflition to Rs. 30,000 
oftered bv the Raja ami Rani, for the parcha.se of four Motor 
Arnbulancos for us)‘ in Me.so]>otamia and on the X«u th-West Frontier, 
and Rs. 15,000 offered earlier by the Raja for two Motoi* Ambulances. 
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Aeroplanes. 

Soon after the outbreak of the War, Mr. J. W. Madely, Special 
Engineer to the Corporation of Madras, made a present to the War 
Authorities of his Maurice Farman Biplane for usi* at the front, fully 
equipped for the purpose. Donations of Bs. 22,500 being the cost 
of an Aeroplane were received from the following : — 

The Maharaja of Jeypore, 

The Raja of Ramnad, 

The Editor and Reaefers of the “ Madras Mail. ” 

A gift of Rs. 80,000 from the Raja of Pithapuram and Rs. 29,220 
from the citizens of the Tinnevelly District, for the purchase^ of Motor 
Ambulances, are other gifts M'orthy of .special mention. 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE SUPPLY OF MUNITIONS, Etc. 

The Presidency has not enjoyed much of a reputation for 
manufactures, especially in comparison with Bombay and Calcutta, 
hut all her resources and manufacturing facilities were placed at the 
disposal of the Government and its contribution of the munitions of 
the War was by no means negligible. In no department was the help so 
marked as in that of hides and skins, the facilities for tanning leather 
in Southern India, making it more effective. It must be a mattei of 
pi ide for the Southern Presidency that the allied Armies were to a 
great extent shod with leather obtained from the Madras Tanneries, and 
the War Office purchased from Madnis hides of the total value of six and 
a half crores of rupees. Allied aeroplanes made great use of lubricants 
derived from Madras, while there were also large exports of castor seeds 
juid eocoanut oil. More than five thousand tons of cocoanut oil were 
shipped to the Food Controller in England in the course of the Official 
yeai- 1917-18, • Tea, coffee, and rubber were sent in large (juantities 
from vai’ious ports in the Madras Presidency, while the large demands 
made for timber and hay were also met in a satisfactory manner. 
Most of the Weaving Mills in the Presidency were working for the 
Indian Munition Board during the War. Special mention must, 
however, be made of the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills of the City, 
whose anmfhftf output for War purposes was, approximately, as indicated 
in the following stiiteiiient : — * • 

Khaki Drill ... 1,500,000 yauls. 

Khaki Pagri cloth ... 250,000 

Dusootie ... 90,000 

Can vas d uck ... ... 40,000 

* 8ee the imUi.stiial Hamlbuftk of the Imlian Muiiitiuti Board (1919), page 28. 
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Cotton Holland .. ... 30,000 yai’ds. 

Khaki tape ... 50,000 

Khaki webbing... ... 25,000 

Cord for identity discs . . 1,200 lb. 

It is impossible for the public to obtain details with regariF to tin* 
manufacture of ammunition and other military requisites at the Arsenal 
and the Conlite Factory on tlie Nilgiris, but it is bt‘lit*ved that the 
quantities manufactured were consid(‘rably Increased, and at li^ast the 
Asiatic theatres of War depended on them mainly for supplies. 
Numerous other articles re<piired for War purpost‘s were also exported 
in large quantities, soim; of them being metal fittings, wooden article's, 
such as pegs, buckles, combs, mess ti»is, etc. Coir screening for 
camouflage purp<3ses in France, coir matting, coir ropes, palmyra matting 
were also supplied from Malabar on a largt* scale, while' the Fisheries 
Department also exported refined fish oil. The supply of munitions 
was thusiappreciably helpful to the cause of tht' War. 

The Supply of Horses. 

It will be I’emembered that there was a particularly great demand 
for horses in the early stages of the War owing to the phenornena'l 
increase in cavalry charges in tin* various theatres. In addition to thi* 
efforts made by the Military Authorities in the counti^, tlu' Ma<lras 
War Fund undertook to provide* a small number of high-class chargers 
for Officers. Within three months after the outbreak of the War, the 
organizers of the War Fund were able to purchase and send 352 
horses, in two batches, one in October, in 1914, and another in 
November, 1916, at a total cost of Rs. 4,40,000. The horses wen' 
first class Polo ponies selected from various parts of India for the 
Madras War Fund. Mr. D. A. D. Aitchison, of the M.adras Civil 
Veterinary Department, siiiled on the 27th October, 1914, per S. S. 
Chujjra with 226 of them and Mr. H. M. Oibson, of Madras, sailed 
perS. S. Ozanta on the I7th November, 1914, in charge of 126hor*ses. 
The contribution was so valuable and opportune as to tdicit the 
following tributes of thank.s from such distinguished authorities' as 
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Lord Kitchont*!- and the Army ( 'Oiineil. 

Telegram, 5th December, 1914, fmm Lord KitelnauM* to His 
Excellency the Governor :~ 

5248. Please convey to Zainindars of Madi as and other subscribers 
to the Madras War Fund, Army’s hearty thanks for hors(*s which 
arrived on Chttpra in excellent condition. They will be used as 
Ofticei*s’ chargers adding to efficiency of New Armies which will shortly 
take th(‘ field. 

\V \]i Okfice, 

Ijtnnhni S. // . 

()l()4 :l()4l 4). lOlh Decemlx*!-, 1914. 

My Loud, 

1 am comman(h‘d by the Army (’ouncil, in continuation of a 
teh'gram No. 5248 from Lord Kitchem*r, t<> acknowledge wi ill grateful 
thanks the receipt of tin* hors<*s, the gifts of the loyal Zan^indars of 
Madras, which arrived in S. S. ('liiipnt. These horses have landed 
in exct*llt*iit condition, which bears witness to the* care in their di‘spatch 
and oil tin* voyage. I am to .say that the diMnand for horses, both to 
maintain the troops in the field, and to eipiip the forces now forming, 
is very gr(*at, and that no more w'clcome contribution could haNe been 
made to tin* lT)rc(‘s of the Empire. 

I am to re(|uest that you will conv(*y to the loyal Zainindars tin* 
very high appreciation of the Army Uoimcil, speaking on behalf 
of the Army, for the loyal sentiment and generous sympathy which 
have promottsl this w'i*lcome gift. 

I hav(* the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s olxMlieiit st*rvant 

R P>. CUBITT. 


His E.\(’Eli.en(’V the Govkuxoh of Madras. 
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LIST OF SOME WAR-WORKERS AND 
Contributions to War Funds.* 

The Hon^ble Sir (ialam Mahomed Ati Khan HahaduTy (j.C.LK, 
Prince of Arcot, descendant of the ancient Nawabs of the Carnatic 
and the premier Mahomedan Nobleman of South(»rn India, was born 
on 26th February, 1882. . His contribution to the Madrasi H ar Fund 
was Rs. 47,151, besides subscriptions to other funds. 

Maharaja Sir I enkaia^relaehaiaftat hi liangaraoiVy (m.C.J.F., C.H.K,, 
of Bohhiti, was born at Venkatagiri in 1862, and he succeeded 
his father by adoption in 1890. Besides having been member of the 
Madras Legislative Council, he was the fii^t Indian member of the 
Madras Executive Council, from March, 1910, to January, 1911, 
Always of a religious disposition, he has just retired from the 
concerns of estate administration in favour of his son. The 
contributions of the Maharaja and the members of his family to the 
various War Funds amount to Rs. 8,05,560. Attention is drawn to 
some of his special gifts to the War in another section of this 
volume. 

The fate liaja of Fttif/apnram was born in 1878 and educated at 
New'irigton Institute, Madras. His chief contributitm to the 
War Funds was Rs. 50,000 to the Madras War Fund. 

The liotdfde ^nrgeoM-ifent'raf (i. (f. diffardy C.S.J.y Surgeon-Chuieral 
of tht' Presidency of Madras, was the Chief Medical Officer of the 
Hospital Ship Madrait, an account of whose activities in transporting 
the sick and the wounded from the various theatres of War is 
recorded elsewhere in this volume. Born in 1867, the vSurgeon-Gemeral 

* F«»r obvious reasons this list is n<it comprehensive. The list is arranged 
alphabetically and no signiiicAiice must be attached to the order of names. The list 
dws not include the Ruling Chiefs of the Madras Preswleiiey, as they are dealt with 
in the course of another volume. 
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oiitered th(‘ Indian Medical Service in 1800, and is now in charge of 
the medical administration of the Madras Preaidt'ney. Surgeon-Ceneral 
(Tiffin'd describes elsewhere his reminiscences of the Hospital Ship 
Mali raft. 

Sir Hn nanl Httaff^r^ KL^ (\LE., Secretary to tin* Hank of Madras, 
was among those mainly responsible for the success of the War Loan 
in thi‘ Madras Presidiaicy. His busin(‘ss expericuict* and intluencM' 
with the Mercantile Community wer(‘ placed unreservedly up the 
disposal of the War Loan Committee. A Knighthood was conferred 
on him mainly for his War activities and general help in financial 
matters during the perio<l of the War. 

T/fa A//e Maharaja Sri Sir I ikra am /A m, Maharaja of 

•h ifpnrt'^ who has just l)(*en succeeded by his nou, was born (m the fith 
December, 1874. He contributed more than a lakh of rupees to the 
Maclras War Fund, besides subscribing liberally to other funds. 

Thf Ifan'h/r Rao Sahf^h M, (\ T, Mai hi a ('heiti is a member <d‘ the 
rich Xattu Kottai banking community in Southern India, and though 
young, has already been taking a prominent part in public activitie s. 
He is <»ne of the S(‘cretaries of th(‘ Reception Committee eh'cted by 
the citizens of Madras for the ensuing visit of His Royal Highness 
the Princ(‘ of Wales. His contributi(»ns t») tlu‘ War Fund in money 
and in kind amount to Rs. 42,000. • 

Tha Hi, Lord Pant la ad ^ tiJ.\S,l,y O'.r./. A'., nf Li/th, 

(foveriior of Madras from 1012-1910, (born I8(i0), was assiduous 
during the period of his Governorship in organizing various activities 
in the Madras Presulency, helpful to tin* successful prosecution of the 
War. As President of the Madra.y IPar Paad, he created an enviable 
record of War work for the Madras Presidency. It is no exaggeration 
to say that he was the source of inspiration and guidance to all tin* 
War activities of the Presiflency during the period. 

The Ihndhh^ Serond Lienienaai Sri Krishna Chandra dajapathi 
Narai/aa Deo^ Raja af Par! a Kitardi, in the (binjain District, Madras 
Presidency, represents an ancient ainl illustrious horise in Southern 
India. The Rajas of Parla Kimcdi are <lirectly descended from the 
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well-known Clanga Kings of* Orissa who, in quite rercnt times, ruled 
over a considerable extent of territory between Bengal on the North 
and the Oodavari on the South. The estate is 615 square mile^s in 
i‘xtent and yields a total annual revenue of over eight lakhs. Triu^ 
to the motto of his house, “ Strong and Faithful,” the Raja took a very 
keen interest in all Oovernment and ])ublic measures promulgated ft)r 
the successful prosecution of the lat(‘ (treat War. Hi* contributed a 
lakh and sixty thousand rupees to the linperial and Madras War 
Funds and subscribed a lakh and fifty-two thousand rupees to the two 
War Loans ; and by his whole-hearted and untiring efforts lu‘ s(‘eured 
several hundrt*ds of recruits from his estate for the combatant and 
non-combatant ranks while the War was in progress. 

Ihwan Ha/tiuhn' Parthnmnulhi //.A., M.H.bL, 

|)irect<»r of the R ink of Madras, was one of the Secret tries of the War 
I^oan (^)mmiitee in the Madras Presidency and ably seconded the 
(‘tforts of Sir Bernard Hunter. 

Hu* [hm^hh* Sr! Maltijjafltl Sin\t/a Rnny Rajn of PH hufnirdm ^ 
was born in I.SH5, and succeede-d to the estate in ISDO, the estate 
being under thf* mauagemmit of the Court of Wards during the 
period of his minority. Liberal and enlightened in his views, he has 
extended his generosity to numerous educational and philanthropic' 
objects. The contributions made by him and th(‘ imMubers of his 
family to the War Funds amounted to Rs. 5,26,(>89-'2-l), tin* amount 
paid for the upkeep of the Ho.spital Ship Afadru^ alone being a lakh 
of rupees. The Raja actively aided recruiting for the Army and was 
ri‘sponsible for the supply of 968 combatants. The Raja was awardt*d 
a C. B. E. for his War Services. 

Th(* Rnjn of RamuoA, At the commencement of the Wai- the 
Hon’ble the Raja was pleased to give a donation of Rs. 20,000 at first 
and Rs. 15,000 again to the War Fund, besides contributing a sum of 
Rs. 7,750 at the rate of Rs. 250 a month, for the maintimance of the 
Hospital Ship. He also gave a sum of Rs. 22,500 towards the 
ptiivhase of an Aeroplam* to serve in the War in his name. In 
;\fldilion to th(\se gifts, he bought War Loan Bonds on five occasions 
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to the aggregate value of Rs. 4,30,000. Above all, he served as an 
active member of the Recruiting Board and encouraged his tenants 
to join the Army by otfering them, by means of a proclamation, large 
concessions in the payment of their to the Estate. In 

appreciation of all his services the Government conferred on him the 
unique honour of the title of Second Lieutenant in the Army. As a 
scion of an illustrious family which once enjoyed sovereign rights 
in South India, he evinced his loyalty to the British Raj conspicuously 
at a time when the Empire was passing through a crisis. Tin* 
Hon’ble the Raja Rajeswara Sethupathi was born in lScS9 and 
succeeded to the estate in 1903. 

Sir P. S. Sif.umt/ 0 /iii ///rr, K.C.S.f.y formerly Member, Executivi* 
Council, Fort St. George, and Advocate-General, Madras, was born on 
February 7th, 1804. After the completion of his studies, he entered 
the legal profession in 1885, an<l soon made his mark in it, rising to 
the position of Advocate-General. Since his retirement from the 
high office of Member of the Executive Council of Fort St. George, 
which he held from 1912 to 1917, he has bcim devoting his energies 
to public questions. Sir P. S. Sivasawmi Iyer’s services to the War 
consisted specially^ in his activities as Presid(uit of the Committee 
■for the promotion of recruitment among Indians to the Indian 
Defence Force in the Madras Presidency. An article from his ptm, 
narrating the activities of the movement, appears elsewhei-e in this 
volume. 

The late Maharaja Sir Krishna Yachoiidralararii Bahadur y (i.C.LK, 
of Venkatagiri, whose recent death is being mourned by all those 
interested in the estate, was born in 1857, and succeeded to his 
estate in 1878. He contributed liberally to the various War 
Funds, paying a monthly donation of Rs. 1,000 for the upkeep of 
the Madras during the entire period of the war. Three lakhs of 
rupees represent his contribution to the Madras IKar Fund, excluding 
subscriptions paid to various minor funds. 

Ran Bahadur !\ Fiji a raff harachar if/a, M.A., M.B,K., the present 
Dewan of Cochin, is a distinguished member of the Madras Provincial 
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S(',rvico who haw occupied various positions of trust and rc‘sponsibiIity, 
since his appointment, fresh from the College, as a Deputy Collector. 
As Secretary of the three Industrial Exhibitions h(‘ld in the city of 
Madras for the benefit of war funds he did valuable work, while his 
services wi'.re , also made ungrudgingly available for the War Loan 
propaganda in the Presidency. As Secretary of the Indian Officers’ 
Association he was also responsible for the collection of tin*, large 
monthly donation of Rs. 4,500 for the ujikeep of the Hospital Ship 
Mfnh'as. ’fhe contribution of the Association amounted to Rs. 2,68, .‘530. 

An account of the Industrial Exhibitions appears elsewhere in 
this volume. 

Seuvices oe Estates under tke Court of Wards. 

’Phe following is a statement of the amounts invested by the 
(^ourt of Wards in the two War Loans on Ixdialf of tlu* estates under 
thc'ir administration owing to the minority or other circumstances of 


the Zamindars concerned : — 

Estates. Total. 

Rs. 

Kallikota, Atagada (Ayan) ... 22,500 

Pedda Merangi ... ... 5,025 

Madugula ... ... 1 0,400 

cniundi ... ... 14,400 

Kangiindi ... ... 50,000 

Thimmajiamma’s Estat(‘ ... 14,000 

Kadavur ( Devasthanam) .. 4,100 

Saptiir, ( Ayan) ... ... 10,000 

Mambarai ... ... 8,200 

Sivaganga, (Cliattram) . . . ... 4,000 

Urkkadu, (Ayan ) ... ... 56,600 

Urkkadu (Endowment)... ... 1,000 

Uttumalai, (Ayan) ... ... 44,000 

Kadambur ^ ... ... 4,200 

. Talairankottai, (Ayan) ... ... 10,000 
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'I’otal. 

Rs. 

Berikai ... ... 5,000 

Oiimvavur, (Dvaswani) (Zamorin's 

Estat(') ... ... 1,10,000 

Totol ... .•{,74.:}25 

(Tho details have heeii kindly furnished In the ( 'eininissioner of 
Land Revenue in charg*- of the administration of the (’ourt of Wards 
in the Madras Presidoncy . 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


THK PARK FAIR AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS. 
Held for the Benefit of the War. 

Unr,A6, 1916-17, and 1917-18. 

Only th<3sc*. who have had the privilege of witnef^sing the Park 
Fair and Industrial Exhibitions held in the city of Madras during 
the Christmas Seasons of the three yeai-s, I9l5-l(), 1916-17, and 
19 1 7- IS, can perhaps appreciate the gigantic nature of the 
mvlertakiiig and what it implied as great popular effort to help on the 
cause of the War. (^)mbining numerous means of entertainment and 
s^KJCtacadar display with the utilitarian j)m’P<>se of collecting money 
for the various activities t>f the War Fund, they were very well 
designed and, thanks to the energy and organization of the Secretary, 
Rao Bahadur T. Vijiaraghava Charya, M.A., M.B.E., the present 
Dowan of Cochin and formerly Revenue Officer to the Corporation 
of Madras, and his co-adjutoi’s, the execution of the work was worthy 
of its conception and the end in view. The Southern capital has 
undoubtedly been familiar with numerous ()ther Annual Faii-s held in 
that popular resort of pleasure, km)wn as the People’s Park, and also 
with various Industrial Exhibitions held from time to time, but this 
sei i“s of exhibitions have been among the most successful, while their 
di‘liniteness and value i)^ pui'pose lent additional interest ami 
inspiration. The following accounts of the threi^ exhibitions are 
taken from the official reports and will be found of interest. 


Madras Park Fair 1915-16. 

After the great Park Fair of 1886, the Madras Fair, which used U) 
attract large numbem of people to Madnis during the holiday season 
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i)t* Christinas, was discontinued and it was not until the South Indian 
Athletic Association came into existence as the tenant of the large 
area of land in the People’s Park, leased to it by the Corporation, 
that the Madras Fair was revived under its auspices. In August, 
1915, th(' South Indian Athletic Aasociation generously proposed that 
the Athletic Sports and People’s Park Fair during Christmas wi^ek 
in that year should be held for the benefit of the Madras War Fund. 
His Excellency the Governor, as President of the Madras War Fund, 
accepted this offer and suggested the desirability of utilizing the 
opportunity for holding an Exhibition of the Arts and Industries of 
the Madras Presidency and of Southern India in conjunction with the 
usual Madras People’s Park Fair. It seemed to His Excellency 
desirable, while thus benefiting the Madras War Fund, to take the 
opportunity of advertising and stimulating in this way the industrial 
development of Southern India. The suggestion n?ceived the 
enthusiastic support of the chief citizens and business men of 
Madras and also of the leading Zamindam and other prominent 
men throughout the Presidency. His Excellency the Governor of 
tile French Settlement in India supported tlie proposal; the 
Consul-General gave a handsome contribution to the project, and it was 
cordially welcomed by their Highnesses the Maharaja of Travancore 
and the Raja of Cochin, whose Durbars, by their fine exhibits, added 
greatly to the value and interest of the Exhibition. The Exhibition 
buildings were erected on a large piece of land on the north of the 
People’s Park Fair grounds. The. combined Exhibition and People’s 
Park Fair proved a great success. From all parts of the Presidency 
and Southern India, vi.sitoi-s came to Madras to see it and in response 
to the public demand the pericKl during which the Exhibition 
remained open was extended by a foi tnight beyond the closing date 
<if the People’s Park Fair. 

2. A General Committee, with His Excellency as President, and 
an Executive Committee, with Mr. S. I). Pears ^is Chairman, and Rao 
Bahadur T. Vijayaraghava Aoharya as Secretary, were formed; and 
an appeal made to the district authorities and War Fund Committees 
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and to Mission bodies for assistance towards a comprehensive display 
of village and mission industries, met with ready response. A 
handsome donation of 5,000 francs was also received from the 
Consul-General of Pondicherry as a token of goodwill and sympathy 
with the objects of the undertaking. The site of the Exhibition was 
laid out and the buildings were designed and constructed by the late 
Mr. Montagu Thomas on the vacant ground behind th(^ Moort* Pavilion. 

3. The Exhibition was opened on the 27th December by His 
Excellency the Governor and comprised the following .sections 
organized by different Departments under the Madras Government : — 

1. An Agricultural Section. 

2. A Forestry Section. 

3. A Fisheries Section. 

4. A Depxrtment of Industries Section. 

5. A section arranged by the Victoi’ia Technical Institute 

and the School of Arts. 

(j. A section representing Village and Mission Hand 
Industries. 

7. A Health and Hygiene St^ction under the superintendence 
of the Surgeon-General and the Sanitary Commis.sioner 
with the Government of Madras. This included a 
• model village in which housi‘s for various classes, 
cowsheds, wells an<l other buildings designed on 
sanitary principles, and sanitary appliances of all kinds, 
were exhibited. 

4. The Fair and the Exhibition attracted a large number of 
people from all parts of the Presidency and fetched a sum of 
Rs. 1, 17,35 l-J)-4. Out of which Rs. 47,587-1 2-() was expended leaving 
a substantial sum of Rs. (j9,7(>3-l2-lO for the Madras War Fund. 

Madras Park Fair of 1910-17. 

In the latter half of the year 1910 it became evident that the 
public expected the Matlras War Fund to take up once again the 
Fair and conduct it. The South Indian Athletic Association led the 
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wav by placing their grounds at our disposal, the only stipulation 
attached to their otFer being the very patriotic condition of not 
requiring any rent. The results of the show of the previous year and 
the keenness of the public demand seemed to place the success of the 
projX)sed undertaking beyond a doubt, and on the present occasion, 
the guarantee of the War Fund against financial failure, which was 
secured in the pn^vious year by the individual membei’s of the 
Cieneral Committee, each accepting liability to a limited amount was 
dispensed with. The organization of the Fair was, fis in 1915, 
entrusted to a small Executive Committee, at the head of which 
was Mr. S. D. Pears, the Chairman of the 1915 Committee. The 
Exhibition of Arts and Industries of that was not, of coui*se, 

repeated upon this occasion. 

2. Ten days of sports, mirth, and amusement were arranged by 
the Committee, running throughout the holidays commencing from 
December 28rd, 191(). The sports took place in a large enclosure, 
gallaries for sjx^ctators and a platform to accommodate the President 
of the day, the members of the Committee and distinguished visitors 
being put up underneath the shelter of a huge Shamiana of cocoanut 
leaf and bamboo erected just outside the enclosure. The most 
amusing and popula/sports were the bullock and pony races 

for which the animals had been in training for several Weeks ])rio!‘ 
to the opening of the Fair, Two special attractions wore provided 
this time, a Tournament for bands and a Military Torchlight Tattoo. 
In the former eight bands took part anfl prize.s of considerable value 
were provided by the generosity of the Indian Officers’ Association, 
Bands coming in to compete not onl}^ from the city but also from 
Trichinopoly, Vellore, Kolar, Pudukkottai, and Trivandrum. The 
Tatoo was organized by Subadar-Major David, Bandmaster of the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Rifles, 200 men of the 
88th Carnatic Infantry, specially trained for the purpose, acting as 
torch bearers, the Devons, the M. and S. M. Ry. Rifles and the 
Madras (luards helping in providing the bands, drums, and bugles. 
The show was a unique spectacle and combined with a massed band 
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was most effective, being watched on the concluding night (1st 
January, 1917,) with the liveliest interest by a record gathering of 
over thirty thousand spectators. 

3. In addition to the sports, a number of amusements were 
provided for visitors in booths situated all round the sports enclosure 
and the Moore Pavilion. For serious-minded people there was a 
display of educational books, maps, and appliances in the upper story 
of the Pavilion, Magic lantern lectures in the Vernacular on the 
Hospital Ship Madrai< and subjects connected with public health 
and sanitation, a very interesting Sanitary Exhibition organized by 
Rao Saheb Dr. U. Rama Rao, demonstrations in “ first-aid exhibits 
of Swadeshi candles and pencils made in Madras, and a collection of 
interesting products of the industry of Indian weavers and workers 
in metal-ware, gathered from several districts of the Presidency by 
Mr. Todhunter and his enthusiastic helpers of the National Indian 
Association. The fact that several of the exhibition stalls were 
patronized even more than the amusements, was a striking proof of 
the direction in which public interest had been turned by the 
previous year s Exhibition. 

4. Over one hundred and ten thousand people visited the 
Fair. The total amount realized was Rs. 40,742-6-3 out of which 
Rs. 15,127-1-8 was expended, leaving a balance of Rs. 25,615-5-0 for 
the Madras War Fund. As in J915, the collection of the gate money 
was entrusted to a band of about 150 Volunteers gathered from the 
members of the staff of the Corporation office and other public 
offices in the city. They had difficult and trying work to do 
in keeping the gates, issuing, checking and recovering tickets and 
collecting gate money, and they did it all efficiently and zealously, 
foregoing their only long holiday for the year cheerfully, and 
accepting no remuneration for their labour. 

The Madras Park Fair and Exhibition, 1917-18. 

Owing to War conditions and the restrictions on shipping, the 
question of substitutes of indigenous origin for imported foods and 
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household requisites eame into prominence towards the middle of 101 7. 
Both in Bombay and in Madras the idea was started of an exhibition 
of food products with a view to make Indian manufactures more widely 
known and to help Indian trades by showing when^ and how products 
of this country could be obtained. It soon d(‘vel(»ped. ho^yever, into a 
more ambitious project. The public of Madras, with the recollection 
of the last Madras Exhibition of 1915-16 still fresh in their minds, 
wanted a real industrial Exhibition arul the d(*sire found expression 
in the meeting of business men and other proiniiuuit persons convened 
by His Excellency the (fovernor of Madras at (io\t*rnment House in 
July, 1917. It was decided to hold an Exhibition of Indigenr)us Arts 
and Industries during th(* ensuing Christmas season in «*onjunction 
with the Annual Sports and Fair in the People’s Park. And in order 
fully to carry out its objects, th(‘ Exhibition was thrown open to 
all exhibits of Indian prodiu^tion, irr(‘sp(‘ctiv(‘ of the Province tlu‘\ 
came from. This Exhibition was thus open to all India, unlik(* that 
of 1915, which wjis confined to Madras. 

The Exhibition was organized by the Dei^artment of Industries 
of the Madras Government with the help of an Ex(‘cutive ConimittiH*, of 
which Mr. Innes was the (Chairman and Rao BahudurT. V^ijnyaraghava 
Acharya the Secretary. The buildings were di‘signed by Mr. Nicolls 
and constructed t>y Mr. Aranjo under the su|M*r\ ision 'of Mr. Lacey. 
They consisted of two spacious quadrangles with stalls for the various 
exhibits, (mtered from a continmais verandah running along the Hi(h*s 
of the quadrangles. The tui trance front was treated s<» as to look like 
a inedii'eval fort, and the gatt'way was approached hy a bridge •>ver a 
sh(‘et of w^ater. The lay-out was dtvsigned to obtain a long vista froin 
the entrance gat(vs, through an anduvay betwi—n the tw'o (piadrangleH, 
terminating on the cmitre lira* of a pnh'ha pavilion which was built 
for the previous Exhibition and which it was found convenient to bring 
into use again. 

In spite of the adverse conditions produce<l by the War and 
the restrictions on railway trans|M»rt, (‘xhibitors frr)m all over the 
c«)nntry sent exhibits and every Province in India, incliuling Burma, 
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was represented. So great indeed was the demand lor space that, 
though the buildings were expanded so as to provide double the 
floor-space given at the previous Exhibition, it was not possible to 
admit all applicants, and several had to Vh* reluctantly refused. The 
total number of stalls was 146. 

The opening ceremony was performed by His Excellency the 
Viceroy on the afternoon of the 21st DvH^emher, 1617, in the presence 
of a brilliant gathering, which includt‘d th(^ Secretary of State, His 
Excellency the Governor of Madras, and His Excellency the Governor, 
of the French Settlement in India. In de(;laring it op(*n, the Viceroy 
made a notable speech, which will c( institute a landmark in the 
history of the State’s Industrial policy in India. As was observed by 
His Excellency the Gow^nior on a latter occasion, if this Exhibition 
had served no other purpose than as tin* occasion for a declaration of 
policy in matters industrial contaiiusl in tht^ V’iceroy's speech the 
Exhibition would have justified itself. 

The Exhibition opened under such hapj)y auspices was kept open 
till loth January, 1618, and was well supported by the public both 
from Madras and up-country. In addition to the wealth of industrial 
material in the stalls, the gardens in the quadrangles, with bands 
[ilayiiig at frequent intervals, and the sports and fair in the adjoining 
grounds aft'orded a source of diversiim and amusejnent. Over a 
hundred and thirty-four thousand persons witm*ss(‘d tin* Exhibition 
and o\or seventy-three thousand the f’air. After meeting all charges, 
the not proceeds of the combined und(u*taking amounted to Rs. 65,000, 
and this was handed over to the Madras Wai* Fund. As a noteworthy 
feature of the accounts, it may be mentioned that the rents paid by 
stall-holders more than covere<l the cost, of the building; that the 
n etdpts from advertisements in the oflicial guide-book to the Exhibition 
covered the entire stationery and printing charges of the Exhibition 
and Fair, and that the electric lighting more than paid its way. 

The popular verdict was that the Exhibition was a distinct 
advance on its predecessor both from the scenic and the industrial 
point of view. The latter aspect was throughout kept in the 
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foreground and the Exhibition gave convincing proof that the 
resources of the country were much more varied than is commonly 
supposed and that under the stress of the War its people could adapt 
themselves so as to meet demands for piediicing articles till recently 
imported from abroad. 




madhas volumk. 
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THK MADRAS GARDENERS’ CORPS. 

“ Whoever could iimko two ears of com, or two hlmles of grass,’’ 
wrut(‘ Swift, “ to gi-ow iijK>n a sjx)t of ground when* only one grew 
before, would deserve better of mankind, and do iiion» essential service 
to his country than the whole race of politicians put together.” The 
satirical sting in the latter part of th<* sentence need not prevent an 
appreciation of the t^ssential truth of the pr<x*eding observation. The 
gmtitude for increased agricultural production should be particularly 
deep and abiding in circiiinstances like those which obtained in 
Mesopotamia in the early stages of the War, a country in which 
agricultiire had been neglected for centuries, reduced to further straits 
by the operations of contending Armies and a large Military Force 
having to subsist thousands of miles away from hom^^ depending on 
a distant land even for agricultural supplies. 

It was in such circumstances that the people of the Madras 
Presidency organized, through the Madras War Fund, the Madras 
Gardeners’ C^)rps for the purpose of growing viigetables for troops in 
Mesopf)tamia, and sent over units amounting to 250 men. including 
all the incidental staff, under the Command of Captain Kirwan, i.A.R.o., 
and Second Lieutenant Alan Fraser, i.a.h.(). ’Phe Corps was recruited 
from the Districts of Chingleput, North Arcot, and Malabar, the 
Collectors of the Districts co-operating energetically in the matter. 
There was a hearty send-off to the Coi^p-s in the Government House 
Grounds on the 27th March, 1917, by H. E. the Governor of Madras 
and the prominent subscribers to the War Fund. On the 28th March, 
1918, after the completion of the year’s contract of service, and after 
hard work in Mesopotamia, the Corps returned to Madras and receive<l 
a cordial welcome at the hands of the citizens. 

The following Limerick on the Madras Gardenei*s' Corps by 
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Captain N. Cahusac, of the* 10th Lancers,, is striking evidence of the 
usefulm^ss of the work <lone by the Members of the Corps : — 

" Fnaii Madras came the Brinjal Brigade 
'Po labour with hoe and with spade, 

And thus gave us the means 
'Po give the Turks ‘ beans/ 

Ot which we are full through their aid.’’ 

The work of the Madras Clardemu's’ Corps received due 
appreciation at th(‘ hands of th(‘ Military Authoriti(‘s. the following 
being only a few of tht* letters of thanks — 

Lieut.-General Sir W. R. Marshall, K.t'.H., (h*neral (Officer 
Commanding the Forces in Mesopotamia, wrote on the 2nd April, 
1918:- 

“The services of the MadrasCardeiiers’C’orps haA e been invaluable, 
and not only has the outturn betm most satisfactory but the example 
set by them lias effectively stimulated local produce. The Corps 
was w'ell organized and their discipline and behaviour under the able 
supervision of Captain L. E. Kirwan was excellent. 1 much regret 
their having left us.” 

Major-(ient‘ral Sir (leorge MacMunn, K.c.u., Inspector-General 
of Communicatituis, Mi^sopotamian Expeditionary Fonn*. wrote on the 
6th March, 1918: , 

“I must also refer to the work of the .Madras ( Janhaiers 

The supply of fresh vegetables which the Madras Gardeners have 
turned out have been of the greatf*st benefit to the troops of the 
vicinitv.” 


THE MADRAS GARDENERS’ (M)RPS 
Bv C.\f»TAIN L. E. Kikwax, I..V.K.()., 

('ummiunli n{f Officfr of i hr 

When, towards the year 1916. the idcMi of sending a Corps <if 
Gardenei's t<» Mevsopotaniia. to grow vegetables for the troops there, 
first suggested itself to His Exccdlency th<* Governor, Kut had not 
been retaken, and our troops, both British and Indian, were suffering 
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much from scurvy, owing to the fact that their daily ration included 
no green food. One can well understand, therefore, the readiness with 
which His Excellency’s offer to send out a Cor])s of Gardeners to 
Mesopotamia was accv ptnwl by the late Liout.-Genl. Sir Stanley Maude, 
at that tiiiui Army Commander in that country ; and altho\jgh Baghdad 
had been captured, and much of the produce of ils gardens had been 
available for th(‘. troops ere we appeared then*, there is no doubt that 
our arrival was heartily welcomed by high and low. 

After a few weeks spent in collecting and equipping tho ])ersonnel 
of tin; corps, we left Madras on the. 27th March, H)17; W(ue detained 
at Kirkce for about a fentuight and (eventually reachtul Basra some four 
weeks later. Th(ni, after a fortnight’s delay at Marghil, we got ordc'rs 
to proceed up river. 

Lieutenant Fraser left Hi-st with 100 men for Sh(*ik Smid, with 
whom he S(‘ttle(l down to vsork on a garden which had Ixs n started 
some iiKjnths previously under the auspices of th(^ Supply and Ti ansport 
Corps, and which had since been sutt’eriiig fiom want of labour. The 
fact that the output of this garden during the ensuing ben months 
amounted to over 700,000 lbs. of vegetables and m(dons testifies to the 
good work performed by the men of this contingent. 

I was ordered to embark n(‘xt day with thv, remainder of the corps, 
soim* 150 stivmg, for Baghdad, and after an extremely ( viuitful voyage' 
up river in the war-worn Turkish paddle boat Hufini, we arrived at. 
the advanced base just in time for a dust-storm, a phenomenon which 
must be seen to be appreciated. Considerations of spaci' forl)id riiy 
describing in any detail either our depaiture thence in country boats 
known as Mahailas, with dO men of the 105th Mahrattas to prott‘ct us 
from marauding Arabs, or our landing at sunset at our final d('stination 
SOUK' houi-s later amid a jungle of tamarisk and willow trees in what 
then appeared to us to be unexphavd country on the right bank of 
the Tigids. It will suffice t(» say that once arrivcal, we lost no time in 
sorting out ourstOves and our bt ‘longings, and marking out, in accordance 
with our instructi(»ns, a 50 acre block for our garden. Nor will I 
enlarge on the many difficultic's with the aborigines we had to overcome, 
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owing to our being Htraiigers in a strange land without the services 
even of an interpreter. Difficulties reganling rights of road and water, 
unexpired leases, partnerships, etc,, with regal'd to which the Arab 
cultivator proved to be quite as jmrticulaj as some landlonla and 
tenants I have met elsewhere in the w'orld. 

By respecting these points of view, how^ever, as far as we were 
able, by obtaining compensation for those wt dispossessed and by 
helping all classes as far as possible (especially wdth medicines and 
medical treatment, thanks to our energetic Sub-Assistant Surgeon), 
we soon wMm the confidence and goodwill of the Arab villagers. While, 
on our part, we found them excellent neighbom*s, our camp being 
one of the very few whose peace at night was never once disturbed by 
predatoiy “Buddhu.” In fact, our only serious nocturnal assailant 
was the mad wolf, who lightly bit a sleeping gaitlener on the head 
and then attacked a little dog I hiul acquired in my tent. Subsequently 
the dog died of hydrophobia and the man who wa.s bitten was despatched 
to Kasauli, whence he rejoined us, none the worse, at Kirkee* on our 
way back. 

By the middle of July — the hottest July 1 believe on record — we 
succeeded in getting about 40 acres under cultivation and sown with 
cucumbers, pumpkins, melons, etc., once established and regularly 
watered, plants, especially of the order cmiirbihu*e(P, grow very rapidlv 
in the forcing heat and rich alluvial soil of Mesopotamia and the yield 
of cucumbei*s and bottle gourds will amount under favourable conditions 
t43 from 5 to 6 tons an acre, while melons, vegetable marrows, pumpkins, 
tomatoes, ladies’ fingers, and brinjals are almost as prolific. A little 
flower garden of such simple plants as zinnias, cosmos, hollyhocks, 
convolvulus, mignonette, cassia, etc., gnjwii from rndian seed, which I 
started in July, near the, edge of the river, pr*>spered exceedingly, and, 
later on, delighted the eyes of our many gtiests, for by this time our 
fame had spread far and wide, and we had visitors almost daily, 
especially of convalescents from th<* various hospitals, and I heard a 
distinguished inedicid officer ?’emark one day that we had “ the fiest 
convalescent camp in all Mesopotamia!” 



THK MADRAS (JARi)KXKRS’ CORPS. 


67 


Altogeth(^r wt* gicuv in our garden lUiai* Baghdad about 185 tons 
of vegetables, and. owing to our late start it was especially precious, 
being marketed at a time when other vegetables were scarce. It was 
gratifying also to learn s!ibse(jueiitly that, in the opinion of the Oeneral 
Oflficer (ymmnauding the Forces in Mesopotamia, our example had 
effectivtjly stimulatisl h)cal pro<luei‘. 

The year’s agreinuent with the personnel of the corps expiring in 
March, 1918, and, so we wert* informed, “ an adecpiate supply of 
V(igetabli‘s having l)een (‘iisuivd under local arrangeimmts,” we received 
ordtTsin F(‘bruary last to return to India. Accordingly, on the 25th 
February, 1918, we finally struck our tents, and, judging by the way the 
Arabs streamed into our camp to bid ns good-bye, some even shedding 
tt‘ars, (while oth(*rs wia-e no rloiibt looking round to s(*e what they could 
ann(‘x), I eafi safely say that we left a good name behind us. My 
faithful shikari, Mahomed, even deserted his family and accompanied 
us to the advanct‘(l biist*, refusing to leave till W(* were actually on 
board the* paddle boat that bore us down stream to Marghil. In fact, 
he said Ik* was V(‘ry anxious to accompany us back to Madras. 

Besides growing veg(*tabh*s, wi* were also [)i*i\ ih‘g(*(l t(» be of servici* 
to many British Indian units, for C. H. Q. having ordered that soldi(‘rs’ 
gardens were to Ik* encouraged in <*\eiy way, then* arose a great 
demand for plants and se(*(ls, and for advici* as to how to grow vegetables. 
All of these wi* supplied to the l)est of <uir ability. We were given, 
it will be remembered, a large stuck of seed before we left Madras; and 
months after our departure it was gratifying to hear from the special 
officer in charge of agricidtural operatimis on the Kuphrates that th(* 
st'od and seedlings w(* had given him had not only provided the troops 
with green food from Hit to Kerbala, but had also established his 
reputation as an agriculturist so thoroughly that he was promoted from 
Second Lieutenant to Colonel ! 

On our way down river we called at Sheik 8aad, and took on 
board the detachment which had been stationed there ; and, as we 
pushed off, it did one’s heart good to hear the men cheering their late 
O. G., Mr. Fraser, who reuiaino<l behind to undertake further work 
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imrlfT the do{xirtnuMit of agriculture. 

Thence we travelled uneventfully, with stops at Marghil and 
Ivirkeo (where the men’s accounts were paid), to Madras, which wo 
reached on the 28th March, just a year and a day after we had set o\it 
all ranks received with the liveliest satisfaction His Excellency’s gracious 
welcome and congratulations on the good work they had accomplished 
and on their safe return to India. 
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RED CROSS WORK * 

The Ljulies’ Dt^pot of tho Miulras War Funrl was instituted 
in September, 11)14, for the supply of Red Cross articles and other 
comforts to troops overseas. Her E.xcelleney Lady Pentland became 
the Preshlent ami a representative (^Jn^lnittee of la<lies was formed. 
Early in 1915 Mrs. Elvves generously undertook the? task of Oeneral 
Work Secretary, an oHice which she held continuously throughout 
th(‘ war. The office was situated in a lower room in the Bampietiiig 
Hall, and here all articles from miifassil centres were received, 
sorte<l, repacked, and despatched to the Front. From 1st August, 
1917, the Ladies' Dep6t also acted as Red Cross Representative in the 
Madras Presidency of th(‘ Joint War C^unmittee: and thus became 
responsible for the supply of Red .('ro>s articles to all Military 
Hospitals and Convalescent Depots in the Presidency. 

Articles from the ljivdi\‘s’ Depot were sent to the foi*ces in 
Egypt, Palestine, Gallipoli, East Africa, Persia, anil Mesopotamia, as well 
as to the returned sick and wounded in l»ospitals in South India. 

Since the inception i»f the Ladies’ Depot, the British and Indian 
ladies ill Madras itself, ami in the different towns and districts of the 
Presidency, worked sUvidily t«» supply eomforts and clothing to 
the troops in the field and to the sick and wounded. Through their 
hel[), the Ladies’ Depdt was able to keep up the supply to our .soldiers 
of regular consignments of the articles desired by the Military 
Authorities and by the Joint War Committee, Simla, who frequently 
indented on the Red Cross Representative, Madras Provincial Centre, 
on behalf of the Red Cross Cominissioriei's, Mesopotamia and 
Alexandria. These objects were attained in different wa 3 ’^s ; some 
helpers sent gifts of money tow'ards the purchase of material or for 
particular gifts; some undertook to siippl}’ special requests, some bought 
*From the I'iniu^actionn of the. Madras FiOul. 
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mati rial through the I^\dies’ Depot and had it made up, while some 
gave their time and work to make up the needed articles from material 
supplied to them. Tlie Ijadic's* ])(‘pot also carried out part of the work 
by giving employment to the Friend -in -Need Society. 

A committee was also continuously at work in the Presidency Town 
meeting regularly during the cold weather at the Bampieting Hall, 
(government House, in ordtu* to direct the ])reparation and distribution 
of garments and the genc*ral woi-k of the D(‘pot in tlu‘ Presidency 
Town. Ml’S. F. F. Elwes and, during her temj)orary absen(H‘s fr(»m 
Madras, Mi’s. Melony, Mi’s. Wright, and Mrs. Firth acted as w»nk 
secretari(*s in order to super\ise this distribution of w<»rk. 

The Lillies’ Depot Fund ben<‘fit4Ml considerably from tlu* efforts of 
the (\>nanittee and members of thi‘ dejidt who organized uni<)ue two 
days’ fetes in the latter parts of the veal’s U)J5, IDKi, and U)17, which 
fetched sums of Rs. 28,»‘H 8- 1 2-0,48, 1 8 1 -7-Oand 87, 1 48- 18-0, respecf lively. 
In addition to this, the public of Ootacamund, in consultation with Her 
Excellency Lady Pentland, Prtssid^'ut of the Ladies’ DepOt, organized 
Fetes at Ootacamund in aid of this Fund in May, IDUi, 11)17, and 1918 
and credited sums of Rs. 12,500-0-0, 28,010-0-0, and 84,875-0-7 tt) the 
account of th(^ I^adies De|)6t of the Madra.s War Fund. 

Besides the above main source's of income, many of the ladies and 
gentlemen, both Britishand Indian, in the Madras Presidericycimtributeil 
substantially to the fund by organizing War Fetes, Entertainments, 
Benefit [)erforniances. Sales of Work, etc., in the different districts with 
the hearty co-operation of the public. 

'fo enable this work to be carried out throughout .the (‘iitire 
Presidency, no less than 84 centres were formed, each of whi(*h had its 
own hwal committee. 

Th( ‘se mufassil centres sent a constant and continuous supply of 
clothing and other comforts to the headquarters of tin* Laflies’ Depot 
in Madras who forwarded them to the front through the Honorary 
Superintendent, R(*d (Jross Depot, Bombay, and the Military Forwarding 
OtWcei-s, Bombay and Basra. 

'riirough the generosity of the Agents of the M. and S. M. Railways, 
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G. I. P. Railway, and S. I. Railway, gifts wore carried free of all charge 
over their systems to Bombay. 

The following are only a low of the appreciations of the gifts 
st*nt by the Ladies of Southern India, through the Ladies’ Depot of the 
Madras War Fund : — 

From the late Hon’ble Surgeon-General Sir Pardey Lukis, 
Chairman, Executive Committee, The St. John’s Ambulance 
Association: — 

31-sf •hniiian/j 1910. 

“I have received your letter No. 121 ot January 25th and Ibeg 
that you will kindly express to H(‘r Excellency I..ady Pentland the 
grateful acknowledgment of the Indian Council of the very generous 
help received from Madras towardsthe recent large indent despatched 
to Mesopotamia. It is solely due to the prompt manner in which such 
contributions have been arriving that we have been able to meet 
these heavy and urgent calls so satisfactorily. The Indian Council 
acknowledges with pleasure the splendid way in which Madras has stO(xl 
by the Association in these trying days and it relies with confidence on 
similar help in the future. ” 

2. From Lieutenant-General Sir Percy I^ake, K.c.M.G.,K.c.n., Indian 
Expeditionary Force ‘ D.’: — 

« 7f/f Fehnmr i/^ 1910, 

“ In reply to your letter of the 19th January, will you please convey 
to the Madras War Fund (^Ladies’ Dep6t) the very grateful appreciation 
of myself and force ‘D’ for their kindness in sending the nin(‘ boxes of 
comforts mentioned in your letter. ” 

“ 1 would again ask you kindly to do me the favour to communicate 
to all cimc(‘med how much obliged we all are here for the large* number 
of gifts which have been sent and which have most materially contributed 
to the comfort of large numbers of men of this fbi*ce.” 

3. Li'tter of thanks received by the I.«adies’ Depot foi- a Box of 
comforts sent to Egypt : -- 

^3rd Fehnuu'if^ 1910, 

The box arrived and was without exception the nicest and most 
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Miisiblo box 1 ha VO soon sinc<‘ the war began. H very thing in it was 
of iiM' and not indy that but sensible, and the elothi‘s wore wearable, 
whioh is n(»t always thi‘ case. I wish yon Oi)nhl hav(‘ seen the mens 
a[)|n*ociatii»n. I (!<» foi*l so gratidnl.” 

4. From tin* Odicor (\aninaii<ling. N«k *2S Stationary Hiispital. 
I. F. F. I)*: 

AuhU'ii^ Hih 1910, 

“ I writ<‘ to o\|Hoss onr thanks to the hn I ii*s of Madras for a largo 
<|nantity <*f gifts rooeivoil for this H(»s])ital. 'riiriMigh Maj<*r Bradfi(‘ld, 
wi* ha\c‘ rc‘ 0 (*iv(‘d surgical dressings, bandages, soaps, and towels, 
ilish covers, playing cards, cigarettes ami ti>bacci>, books, sohliers kit 
bags of chocolati‘sand svM^its.alsoa side saildle fi)r thi‘ mhv of the nursing 

sistel*s. 

I hi>pe yi>u realizi* how much thesi‘ gifts assist us in making i>ur 
]»atients comfortable, 'riie i‘.\tra comforts adbrdi’d by them makes all 
the dirtbreiice to patients and alsi» greatly improves the apptuirance and 
coiidbrt of the wards, 

'rhe ditticnlty of getting anything fi)r |)atients locally makes us 
appreciate these gifts and I am sure Viui will he ph‘ast»d Ui kni»v\' how 
useful they are ti» ns. 

All gifts have been reciUvtHl by Miss Murphy, «air matri>n, whi» 
ili^tribntes thtun ti» patiiaits ami wards.” 

o. From thi' Ofticer ( \aiiiiiariding, 1 (ith Devims:— 

Unjnilnh, noth Amjm^t, 19W. 

“ V'iui have, piv>babl 3 % but a faint idea how very much your kindness 
in semling gifts to the battalhui umler my cornmaml is appreciated by 
all ranks. The ladies of India ami Knglaml have vied with each other 
in the sending of gifts to us and many a half-naked soldier has to thank 
them for the shirt he \v(\*ii’s to-day and Wiislu‘s to-moiT<ov. 

In spite of many didicidties, men in the inirm*<liate vicinity of the 
firing lim*s are fed v<*ry well indeed, but tliiTe always has been a real 
la<*k of clothing, esp<*cially shirts, boots, etc. Thi‘ wanrj weatluT j)ennits 
an ail y attire for all ranks, so that <#ur.shoi*tcomings in the* way of clothing 
an* not really missed just now, but the c'old weather is coming.” 
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CHAPTKR XI. 

HOSPTTAI. SHIPS. 

The iiniqur' distinftion of hoing th(‘ first to supply fully (‘rjuippoH 
Hospital Ships for the theatrics of War au<l undertaking^ th(‘ expcuisi'N 
maintaining them for a considi*rahle p<‘rio(l, belongs to the Sr)iithern 
Presidency. Much of tin* War activit}’ ot th(‘ Madras Presidi'ucy is 
intimatidy wound up with this work, whose special value in providing 
for the lelief and transport of the woundcal cannot be underestimated. 
Tt went a long wa\' in relieving the congestion, espi‘cially at the 
beginning of the War, felt by the aiith(n*ities responsiblefortht' transport 
of th«‘ sick and wounded and the Hospital Ships did (*ffective ser\ic<' 
in Mesopotamia an<l the Arabian Sea, [)lying constantly from the 
theatres ot War to the f treat War Hospil.als in India, bringing 
constantly thi*ir ship loads of wounded and sick (►fiiceis and men f<»r 
treatment. 

The starting of the War Pund under tin* auspices of H. H Tjojd 
Peiitland, Ji+rnlediately aft<‘r the outbreak of the War, was almost 
sniml^ffTT?M)us with the eipiipmenl and gilt of the Hospital Shi]) 
which hap])ily carritsl, with its \ery name, an idea of the 
willingni'ss and (effort of tln^ Southern Presidency lu'lp on tin* 
cause of the War. "^rhe organizi*rs i»f the Fund acijuirtMl from th«‘ 
British India Steam .\a\igation Company. thr<Migh the kind office s 
of Lord Inchcape, th<‘ S. S. '* 'Panda, ’ and lost no tine* in transforming 
her for the purposes ot a Hospital Shi}). She arri\ed in Madias on 
the 1 2tli ()ctob<*r. LdI4, and from the circnm stances t/iat s/n* a as able 
to /eave the Mndnis Htiri)onr on the 17th \o\«‘m/)ei', it will hr 

}>ossible to realize the expeilition with which she was fitted up for her 
new round of duti<‘s, having been promoted from the jirosaic task of 
carrying Coalites in Kisterri waters to that of minisUaing to thc^ sick 
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1111(1 the wounded, connected with one of the Oreiitest Wurs in thi* 
History of human civilization. The work was accomplish cm! under 
the expert advice of Commander Huddlestone, R. 1. M., Sir Francis 
Spring, formerly Chairman of the Madras Port, and Surgeon-deneral 
(i. O. Giffard, C.s.l., i.m.s., who was also the Chief Medical Officer 
of the ship in the earlier stages. .The provision of beds with 
which the ship started was soon found inade(piate and it had to be 
increased to 500 in May 1915 and to (iOO in the y(*ar lOlO. Besides 
the Senior Medical Officer in charge, who was a Member of the Indian 
Medical Service, there were three other Memlxus of the fndian Mtslical 
Servicis three Military Assistant Surgc^ons, fivt‘ (.'ivil Assistant 
Surgiions, one Matron Superintendent, six Niii*ses, and an X-Ray 
A.ssistant and Photograj)her. There was als<» th(‘ other miscellan(‘ous 
staff usual in a Hospital Ship. 

Some idea of th(j financial resjx^nsibility implied by th(‘ scheme 
may be gathered from the circumstances that monthly subscriptions 
of about (Jo.OOO rupees were paid for th(‘ upkeep of the ship and thr 
total expenditure on it amounted to the large sum of Rs. , 

(‘xeluding the non-recurring expenditure of Rs. S,l4,45‘l-()-H incurred 
on the ship, 'fhe following is the list of the largest monthly 


subsiu-iptions to the Fund: — 

* m Prr nmiilh . 

.. Rs. 

* M('ssi-s. Mackinnon Mackenzie C.'o., Ltd. ... I0,0(i0 

Members of the Indian (-ivil S^u'vice, .Madras ... 4,500 

The Indian Officers’ Association ... ... ... 4,500 

Th(* Raja of V^i/ianagaram ... ... ... 5,500 

The Raja of Pithapuram ... ... ... 5,()0f) 

Citiz(*ns of S(mth Arcot, District (Juddalore ... ... 5.000 

H. H. the Maharaja of Travancore, (J.r.s.i., o.c.i.E. ... 2,000 

European, Anglo-Indian, and Indian em))loye(‘s of the Kolai' 

Gold Field Mining ( ’oy., and Allied l)(‘partments ... 1,700 

The Zarnindai’s of Parlakimedi ... ... ... 1,250 


Tlieaniouiit wan niisc'cl to Rk. a inonth rluriiig tlic later stages. 
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Per HhHillf, 
Rs. 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1 ,000 
750 
500 
.500 
500 

n voyage troin Madras 


Thu lliija of Vaukatagiri 
Maharaja of J uyporu, K .c. l . E. 

Travancoro Statu Officials 
Messrs. Best & Co., Ltd. 

H. H. the Raja of Cochin 
H. H. th(? Governor of Madras 
U. the Raja of Puddukkottai, (i.cM.K. 

Zainiiidar of Telaprolu ... 

The Hospital Ship Madras made her niaidei 
to Mombassa on the I7th November, 1014, and up to 81st May, 101 S, 
the datt* on which the vc‘s.si‘l was handed over to the Army Departnuuit, 
she made thre(‘ double voyages to Mombassa, 27 to Basra, 11 to Suez, 
2 to Alexandria, 18 to Shat-el-Arab. She carried uj) to that date: — 
505 British Officers, 

5,177 British Rank and File, 

818 Indian Officers, 

10,082 Indian Rank and File, 

407 German and Turkish Prisoners. 

Hug e as this undmtaking may appear in the diri'ction of popular 
help to U^War, it did not represent the full exUuit of the service of 
thiv -^iffuthern Presidency in the provision of Hospital Ships. The 
fighting in the interior in Mesopotamia necessitated the use of river 
steamers as Hospital Ships to sjxil up and down the rivei’s. With the 
approval of the C<unmaiider-in-Chief in India, the Madras War Fund 
provided two of them, the Corohnnidef and the Sik/tim. The fiiriiier had 
to go out of service in the very early stages, but the latte)*, commanded 
by Col. E. W. C. Bradfield, o.n.E., i.m.s., was destined to make 24fi 
voyages from Basra right up to the firing line and caa'ried during the 
[)eriod of her independent existence : — 

927 British Officers, 

11,()41 British Rank and File, 

97 Indian Officoi's, 
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Indian Rank and File, 

254 Turkish Prisoners of War. 

From the (Ith to the* lOth May, 11)18. sh(‘ was stationed near 
Sainarah and was the only Hospital Ship that could be got so far up 
the river at the tinu'. 

The following is the d(‘scription of the Hospital Ship Stk/nut : — 

Th<‘ vessel is of the usual Hat bottom type of riv(‘r steamer drivim 
by stem wh(‘els, th(‘ engines for driving the same being situated right 
aft and thr boiler for supplying the steam b(;ing placed right forward. 
The \'(‘s.s(*l has two decks and all the machinery is situate<l on the lower 
deck and the top (l(‘ck is a clear open deck suitable for accommodation 
of sick and wounded. The various galleys, store rooms, etc., are 
accordingly airanged on the lower deck and it was found that these 
compartments took up ])ractieally the* whole c>f the space available. 
An enumeration of the ditterent compartments may be of interest. 
They are : 

Hindu pantry, Sikh pantry, Mahomedaii pantry, Dhobis’ wash 
place and ironing room, Soda- watiu' plant room, British Officers’ galley, 
British Trooj s’ galley, Hindu galhy, Sick galley, Mahomedaii galley, 
( 'rew's galley, Butcher’s shop, Bakery, and cabins for Engineer, Gunner, 
2 Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 2 British Hospital orderlies, vserang and 
diixer. 

On this deck i\Ms also instalh‘fl a steain driven dyiiii 
and fans and st(*am stenlis(»rs f(»r both mess utensils and clothes and a 
soda-water plant. An ice plant has also been fitted on the vessel. When 
the above compartments and machinery hail all been arranged it was 
still found possible to fit 8 beds for sick on this deck; it was recognized 
that the situation was not so pleasant or comfortable as those on 
the top deck, but they were installed for use in an emergency when 
any and every kind of*available accommodation might be most useful. 

On the top deck the accommodation provided is as follows: — 

Cabin for Principal Medical Officer, cabin for Captain and 1st 
Officer, cabin for two Nursing Sistei's, Officers’ dining saloon. Operating 
room, dispensary, pantry. 
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These compaitineiits are situated amidships or forward, while right 
aft a bath-room and W. L\ for oftieers, and wash places, and latrine for 
British and Indian Troops aie provided. 

The rest of the deck is entindy fitted with a (h)uble row of cots, 
the total number of beds on this deck being 9(). 

The compartments situaterl in the hull beh»w the lower deck are 
fitU'd for th(* accommodation of the hospital p(Tsonnel, ciHnv,and for 
stores of all kinds and tanks for drinking water. 

All nece.s.sary supply tanks are fitted on th(* top deck with pumps 
for pumping out the daily supply, sinks are fitted in the dispensaiN 
and in the Soda-water room, electric light is iu'^talled throughout 
the vessel, including two electrically lit Red Cros.ses, and electric fans 
are placed in suitable positions, and the vessel g(*nerally is fitted with 
all faciliti(‘S for carrying out her duties in a satisfactory manner. 

On th(* 2nd May, 1918, the (government of India decided upon 
taking over the nt-s and SIk/iiw under its control and communicated 
its intention in the following letter ; — ' 

F"rom the Secretary to the Marine Department, Simla. 

The decision of the (lovernment of India that the Hospital 
Ships Mad ran and Slkhim should be taken over by (lovernment was 
communicated in letter No. 5772, dated 2nd May, 1918, from the 
Secretan ro the Oovernment of India, Marine Department, Simla, from 
which the following extract is taken : — 

“ I am now to intimate that the Government of India consider 
that the control, direction, and financing of these two Hospital Ships 
are functions which ought to be undertaken by Government and not 
by private charity, and that the money now devoted to their running 
could be better applied to more legitimate Red (?ross work. The 
Government of India have, therefore, decided to take under their soh^ 
control, with effect from the 1st June, 1918, the vi^ssels referred to, 
the Madras War Fund being relieved of all expenditure connected with 
thmn from that date. 

“I am also to ask that you will kindly convey to the ('ommittee 
of the Madras War Fund the Government of India’s appreciation of 
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the efficient manner in which the duties falling to these two ves.sels 
have at all times been perlormed, and the great assistance which the 
vessels have lendered in the evacuation of the sick and wounded from 
the theatres of op(;rati()ns in which they have been employed.” 

The following are only a few among the numerous messages of 
appreciation received in recognition of the work of the Madras 
Pr(‘sidency in the provision of Hospital Ships for War work : — 

I. H. E. Th(‘ Viceroy wrote on the llth May 1918: 

“Now that it has bc^en decided that the Hospital Ships Mai! ran 
and Sik/iiw should be taken over by Government, I should like to 
express my appreciation, both of the example of public spirit set by 
the Madras Presidency in equipping and maintaining these ships, and 
of the most valuable services which the ships have rendered. I appreciate 
also the spirit in which you have agreed to the ships being taken over 
by Government. The spontaneous offer of private help always has a 
special value, and it would be difficult to estimate the amount of good 
which was done fn the early years of the War by organizations which, 
rt‘eognizing the needs which Government at the time did not supply, took 
steps to meet those needs by private enterprise. The two Hospital 
Ships provided and maintained by your Presidency were a notable 
instance of this. Certain services, however, have now come to be 
recognized as falling within the sphere of the direct respoTwiJnlity ol‘ 
Government, and outsftle the sphere of private aid, and the general 
principle now observtHl is that provision fi>r the discharge of such 
services ought to be made by Government alone. 

“There remains, and always must remain, a large sphere for 
unofficial help, and, in connection with Red Cross work in particular, 
a clear line of distinction has been drawn between the services which are, 
and ought to be, rendered by Government, and those which, while they 
mean much to the sick and wounded in respect of their comfort and 
happiness, are held properly to fall within the sphere of privati* 
enterprise, /. <^, of the Red Cro.ss organization. Hitherto our attention 
in India has been concentrated on supplying the wants of the sick and 
wounded troops in India, Mesopotamia, and Rist Africa. These wants 
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continue unabated, and a great and continual i*ftbrt is needed to meet 
them. But, as the War goes on, needs grow, and we have at present 
under consideration a scheme not only for undertaking, without help 
from homt‘, to supply the needs of the theatres mentioned above, but 
for further extending the operations of our Red Cross organization. I 
trust that the Madras Presidency, by contributing to the Central 
Fund of the Red Cross in India as liberally as they have contributed 
to the support of the Madras and the Sikhiw, will help us to attain 
the objects which we have in view.'' 

2. The Hon’ble Sir Arthur Lawley, (i.c.s.i., o.c.i.E., K.c.M.o., 
t*x-Governo]* of Madras and Red (./ross Commissioner, Mesopotamia, 
wrote: — 

“ Of all the work accomplished by voluntary effort for the sick and 
Wijunded in this Great War, none has been more (‘ffective or mon* 
valuable than that which has becm done by the Hospital Ship Madiw. 
Immediatel yonthe outbreak of the War she was acquirtsl by the citizens 
of the Madras Presidency, transformed, ecjuipped, and manned, with 
such celerity that so early as November, 11)14, she was able to set out, 
pt'rfected, so far as human agency may attain perfection, in design, 
construction, and — most important of all — control and direction for 
the convey ol five hundred sick and wounded men. Having rendered 
services of incalculable value to the troops in East Africa, she was 
towards the autumn of 1915, diverted for service in the Persian Gulf. 
She was the first Hospital Ship to cross the bar and make her way 
to Basra, and for many months she was the only Hospital Ship in 
Tigris waters. For over two years and a half she was moved on a 
constant and unfailing course of mercy, and it is by thousands that the 
number may now be computed of those who have been helped back to 
health and hope by as devoted and uirselfish a body of men and women 
as ever set out to heal the sick. During the last wivk in January, 1917, 
I found myself on board the Madran^ steaming up tluj Pei'sian Gulf. 
As a non-combatant and Red Cross Commissioner, I could without 
impropriety travel in a Hospital Ship, and it was perhaps not altogether 
inappi-opriate that 1 should be a passenger in a vessel bearing the name 
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of tlu* Pivsideiicv with which my family and \ have been intimately 
associated in days gone by.” 

S. From Lient.-Oenenil Sir W. R. Marshall, K.C.B., General 
Orticer ( ^)nlman<^ing the P\)rces in Mesopotiimia, dated 2nd April, 
1018 :-- 

'‘ I wish to take this opportunity of telling you how immensely 
tht‘ hospital stern-wheeler Sikhint is appreciated by those who have 
voyciged in her and how grateful the sick arifl wounded are to Yoin* 
Excellency and to the supporters of the Madras War Fund for their 
splendid liberality in placing such a comfortable and capaci«)us river 
steamer at their disptisal. Everyone 1 have spoken to has expressed 
himself intensely satisfied with the medical arrangements on board and 
tht‘ care taken of him whilst a pissenger. 

Similar leports hava* reached me regarding the Hospital Ship 
which has indeed been a givat bo»)n to th(* sick and wounded, 
who have been transferred to India.” 

REMINISCENCES OF THE HOSPITAL SHIP “MADRAS”* 
By Sitrgeon-General G. C. Giefard, r.s.r., i.m.s. 

Mi^dical Officer from 12th Novem6eryl914y to ISth Angaat, Wlo.J 

Although four years have passed since the B. I. Ship Tau<to 
came into the Madias Harbour to be turned into the Hosjiital Shij) 
MditroH, the impression left on my mind of the weeks which passed 
b(*tween her arrival as a B. 1. Boat with 500 tons of coal in her hold 
and the time when she left Madras as the clean, white, yellow 
funnelled, red streaked Hospital Ship, is an impression of a time' 
which 1 then considered to be that of the hardest work of my life, 
but I have had to modify that impression since those days, because 
th<‘ formation of a 1,750 bed Hospital in connection with the 
Waziristan Fiehl Force in 1017 proved to be harder work still. The 
r(*al difference, which made the work harder on the frontier was, 
that although the Ma<lras climate in Gcttiber is hardly one that can 

^Reprinted by kind pei niis.sion of Surgeon-! Jeijeral (iirtHrd fnjtii tlie “ 'Pransiictioiis 
of the Madras War Fiiiul.” 
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induce great physical activity, yet the climate of Rawalpindi in June 
is still less bracing. Another difference was that, whilst in Madras 
every firm and every company and indeed every individual gave me 
most willing help, in Pindi [ had to do my work almost unaid(‘d, 
because Pindi in the hot weather is empty of all the lu^ads of 
departments, Generals, and persons with authority. However, the work 
of transition from a B. I. ship to a Hospital ship was a labour of lov(‘ 
for every Madrassi and all went through merrily enough. Our great 
difficulty in Madras was that no one had ever seen a Hospital ship, 
and therefore no on(» was able to advise. On further consideiation 
this was found to lui no real disadvantage, because in Madras we have* 
first class Civil Hospitals, whilst the Army Regulations of the old 
days did not contemplate the fitting out of any Hospital Ship to be 
e(|ual in her e(|uipment or in her staff’ to a fii‘st class Civil Hospital. 
After having s(‘en many Hosj)itai shi]>s since those* days, it is (juitc‘ 
plain that the* ideas of tin; Army have completely changed on this 
important (juestion. The modc'rn Hospital ship is in (‘very way as 
comphHe as a land Hospital, and, in fact, many of them are luxurious 
and mon* effi(M(‘ntly eejuipped than most British Civil Hospitals. 
The Madras War Fund was lucky to have lH‘en able to pick out a 
type of ship which was omincMitly suitable* for conve*i*sion into a 
Hospital. The Tmula had been built for Chiru;st* cooly traffic, /. c., 
for carrying human beings and not built merely for cairying (;argo. 
This was shown by the fiict that between the decks the^n* was a 
height of J) feet. The ship was also broader than usual and we*ll 
ventilate*d. She was supplied with an extra number of water tanks 
and with no less than eight kitchens on deck. She proved to be an 
excellent boat in a heavy sea. Com])a]*ed with some of the large' 
jmswsenger ships converted, at a later date, intee Hospital Ships, there 
was comparatively little demolition to be done to make the wards. 
T worked with the willing and hearty help which was given to the 
ente*rprise by Sir Francis Spring, (^»mmandel^s Huddlcstoiio and 
Balfour, the M. and S. M. Railway Company and all the other firms in 
Madras. It is curious looking back to those* days te» ve*n\e*mber that 
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the hurry of pivpanition was partly. due* to tok*graiiis from the 
( jov('riniu*nt of India asking us to be ready by a certain date, but 
was also dm* to tlui fact that amongst us all there was a fear that if 
wedid not hurry up we might be too latt* for the end of the War. Looking 
back over four years of VV^ir this fear s(‘ems ridiculous. Nevertheless 
it did exist. Looking back also it is curious to not(‘ that although 
India had sent off two divisions to Mesopotamia and rather more than 
a. division to Last Africa, it had not be(‘n considered necessary by 
(iov(‘rnnu‘nt to provide a single Hospital Ship for these expeditions. 
It wa,s inter(‘sting to couu* into th(* Bombay harbour four years later to 
find lying there six, seven, or mon* Hospital Ships and to know that 
nearlv 20 of them weri' at work supplying hospital accommodation 
for the two above-named expeditions, and to wond(‘r how it was that 
th(‘ Army started with non(\ Thi* Hospital Ship Mitdms was 
e(|uipp(Ml and staffed as said abov(‘ in (*xactly thi* saim* way as a large* 
Madras ('ivil Hospital. 1 was warned against taking nurs(‘s by 
persons who ought to know. It mak(‘s om* smih* to think that such 
advice could be given. In 1014, a large (Uvil Hospital without nuises 
would have been an unthinkable institution. The nurses proved th(‘ir 
value immediately. It was suppose‘d in those days that it would not 
be ])os.sible and certainly \\ould not be right that Europ(*an nurses 
should look after Indian sepoys. Our first voyage showed the complete* 
fallacy of the*se*. eilel-fashioiiiHl ideas. The nurses immediately became 
immensely pe)pular with the sepeiys and, eluring the time; I was in 
command of the Hospital, not a single instance e)ccurred of any 
unpleasantne*ss, anel I am assureel that ne)ne has ever occurred on the 
He)spita] Ship The fiict that the* large Military Hospitals 

of Pe)ona, Karachi, anel all other parts eiflnelia (including my large; 
Heispital at Rawalpineli) have at the present day staffs of nurses, proves 
that the Madnhs was the pieineer of Eureipean nui*sing for sepoys and 
in fact we showeel the way to the rt,*st e)f India. Considerable difficulty 
was found as to the ejuestion of cooks for the caste men who were; 
likely to be patients in the HifspitnI. We did not know the composition 
of the Indian Ref(iments which had already g-one to Mesopotamia or 








HOSPITAL SHIPS. 


83 


to Klast Africa. Still loss <Jkl wc know the composition of those* which 
would form the r(3inforcemcnts it was thought necessary to provide* 
for all classes. The Madrua sailed with two Brahmin cooks, two 
(lurkha cooks, two Mahomedan cooks, and two Indian Christian cooks. 
A few voyages, however, showeel us that this complexity of caste-cooking 
on boardship, not only was uimecessary, but was ince)nvenient. All 
that is necessary on any Hospital Ship carrying Indian troo})s, arc' 
Hindu caste cooks and, if possible, some Mahomedan cooks, but if 
Mahomedans are not obtainable, Hindu caste cooks only. Gurkha, 
cooks proved in the end to be the best, these little men were always 
cheery and bright, never sea-sick, never afraid of a job of work. The 
two Gurkhas whom wi* took with us remained in the ship for a 
very long time and became universal favourites. Restrictions di^ to 
r(ii<le Jiot only in ccioks, but in every other way, breakdown in 
time on boardship. It is not possible for a large number of different 
pei’sons of different castes to keep up caste customs, to avoid each other, 
to eat apart, and to do all the various things which are lequired by 
caste on land, when they are boxc'd up inside a ship. It was not 
only the sepoys who were satisfied with one class of cook but also thi* 
Assistant vSurgeon and the students. We had at the beginning set apart 
a separate dining room for Asvsistant Surgeons and a sc'parate dining 
room for Indian castt* students, but this arrangement did not last 
for more than a month. Whether for good or for evil caste prejudict* 
disappeai-ed in this way at sea. The Hospital Ship Madras was 
designed and equipped for the treatment of “ sepoys only,” but on 
our first voyage from Bast Africa wc brought back a considerable 
number of British soldiers. With that voyage there broke down once 
and for all the idea that Kuropean soldiers should not be or could not 
be treated in the sjime Hospital as sepoys. The recognition of this 
fallacy about nurses and sepoys soon spread to other Hospital Ships 
and to the Field Ambulances. I umlerstood that Combined Field 
Ambulance's (as they an* now calh*d) are the rule rather than the 
exception in Mesopotamiu. During the time that I was in command 
of the Hospital, no friction, no difficulties, no single instance of 
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nn pheasant iioss occunvd bctwem the European soldiers an<l IiuJiaii 
soldiers. I myself would wish that this idc^a should be taken still 
further and I, myself, would wish to see, in Military stations, not only 
the European Soldiers’ Hospital and the Indian Soldiers’ Hospital 
amalgamated, but also the Civil Hospitals. Because a man has become, 
a soldier he does not cease to be a man and I see no reason why a 
sick soldier should be treated in a different institution from a sick 
layman, or why, if a sick layman can be treat(‘d succ(*ssfully and 
without difficulty in the same General Hospital as women patients, a 
sick soldier, whether Indian or European, should not also be S(» treated. 
The impression I have formed very strongly during these years of War 
is, “ that the only satisfactory way, in India, of settling the Hospital 
ju’o^em is that of establishing in each Military centre tnir really 
efficient Hospital service for British soldiers, sepoys, and the public 
to have on<? thoroughly ecpiipped, well-staffed large Hospital for 
everybody.” The present attempt to set up good, thoroughly-equipped, 
British Station Hospitals, good, thorough ly-e(j nipped and complete 
Civil Hospitals in the same station is wastidul and wrong— it is a 
waste of money and a diffusion of effort, both of which could be saved 
by having a single institution in each station. Coming back again 
to the start of the Hospital Shi}), there still remains the impression 
of the day of anxiety ^^vhieh was passed when the stores were to be 
shipped. The stores had been arranged in a V(uy orderly fashion in 
a large godown near Spriughaven. The ship by this time, thanks to 
(^)mmander Huddlestone and to the Madras Railway workmen, had 
turnefl from an ordiniry B. I., intM ab(*autiful white ship with yellow 
funnel and a red band round the whoK* length of the hull, with a 
lai’iTc Red (h’oss, and she was readv to receive stores: in other words, 
was ready to receive the movabh; parts of the Hospital. Wo w(u*e 
taking on board food and comforts for patients for six months. The 
furniture e<j[uipment was already in place but the medical and surgical 
equipment, the food supply, and the medicines were all still outside 
the, ship in the godown. The (piestion was how to get these into the 
ship quickly and without loss ; nearly all the articles were well worth 
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stealing. By organization of working parties and by doing it all at once 
we managed to get everything into the hold during the working houi*s 
of o)ie day. It was on this day, that I became satisfied that we had 
every prospect of being a “ happy ship ” and every prospect of being 
efficient. All worked together on that day in a most splendid way, 
Captain and Ship’s officers with my officers, Assistant Surgeons, 
students, ward boys, nurses, everybody. The result was, to my great 
surprise, that when it came to distribute the equipment from the 
No. 4 hold and count it up, we found that only two bottles of brandy 
and a few tins of milk had disappeared ; the whole of the rest of tht* 
valuable equipment was actually in the ship accoiniing to the lists. 
The first days after we put to sea were days of rest. Captain Bradfield 
was so exhausted that he went to bed for two days. I myself spent 
the whole of the first twenty-four hours in bed and the remainder of 
the hospital people, I fancy, behaved in much the same way. The 
third wo took the hatches off the hold in which the hospital 
equij)ment had bet*n stored and 1 shall nevei* forget the impression 
formed upon mi‘ as I looked down and saw th(‘ hospital cargo looking 
like a Whiteley’s shop after an earthquake. Everything was on 
board. Everything had been put down carefully but it was a grand 
mix up. When we came to unpack everything we found that there 
were no breakages but at fii*st sight it looked as if we should never 
be able to get anything like order in tluit hold. The hold was 
^crammed full of all the miscellaneous articles which can be imagined 
as lixisting in a 500-l)ed hospital. The whole of the hospital 
personnel, from the Commanding Officer downwards, worked (dresse<l 
ill a vest and a pair of khaki shorts) like bees for three whole days in 
doldrums at the task of ari-anging everything in its place in the 
ditlerent parts the hospital. It was amusing to watch the officers, 
Assistant Surgeons, students, and ward boys all black with sweat 
working like coolies carrying everything up out of the hold and 
distributing the* equipment to the nurses (not in shorts) who were 
arninging the various wards. It was then 1 ri^cognized for the 
second time that there would be no difficulty about getting work out 
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of the stuff, that work can become an anuusenient and that enthusiasm 
prevailed over the whole enterprise. I'hese notes must not be allowed 
to develop into a history of the ship and her activities, ami must be 
restricte<l to im})ressions. The next impression that I can remember 
is that East Africa in teinperatun* and in appearance approxi mattes 
very closely to the West Coast ot the Madras Presidency, and that 
the voyag(i to get ther(\ although it only lasted for 12 days, seemed 
to me interminable. From the time we left Colombo to the time we 
arrived at Mombassa, we were traversing an empty part of the world 
where no traffic exists but only empty waste spaces of unending 
water with a climatt' very similar to Madras on one of the worst and 
most foggy September days. No bi*eeze, even at night, still oily seas, 
heavily clouded skies, rain which did not cool the air, and as wo 
n^turned to India, a tremendous cyclone. 

'rho work on a Hospital Ship is by its naturi» an alternation of 
very hard work and no work. The Officer Commanding the Hospital, 
if he takes a ward on the trip in which patients are carried, has rather 
more work than aiy^one else on board, but if he does not take a wai*d 
he has a comparatively easy time whenever the ship is at sea, as the 
amount of office work, returns, etc., at sea, is comparatively small. 
My chief duty was to shin-round as much as ])ossible at all times of 
the day and night to see that everyone was at work and that 
everything was in its proper place, to advise and to help the whole 
staff Much to my surprise I found that work in port was very 
considerable. Long hours of office work inside the ship in Alexandra 
Dock and alongside of the noisy and dusty quay in the hot weather 
in Bombay is hard work. Several of us were unfortunate in that we 
managed to put in three hot weathei's within one* year. 'J'he hot 
weather of 1914, north of the line, the hot weather of the early 
months of 1915 in tht* doldrums and on tlni south side of the 
Equator, plus the hot weather of 1915 in the Persian Culf. It must 
not be suppo.sed, however, that work on the Madras Hospital Ship 
was entiri*ly comjsjsod of rush and work on one trip with complete 
ease and iv laxation on the return trip. 1'he Madras Hospital Ship 
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differed from all other Hospital Ships equipped lor the War, in that she 
was an alRliated College of the Madras University, so that during the 
first six months, and whilst the Medit^al College students remained on 
hoard, practical classes took placi* whcui the ship was full of patients 
and a series of theoretical h^ctures every day were given by the staff of 
the ship, who, for the time being, were considered to l)e Professors in an 
affiliated College. We were much gratificul that whcMi these students 
appeared for exatnination they passed t‘-xtremely well. Two of the 
final year students actually passing in the fii-st class for the M.P)., a 
phenomenon which I think ha<l n(‘ver previt)usly occurr(*d in the 
University. When W(^ arrived in Bombay for the first time from 
Kast Africa, with our cargo of wounded from the battle of Tang-a, wt‘ 
received a most hearty welcome from Their Kxet‘llencies theCovernor 
and Lady Willingdon. One might have supposed that possibly tin* 
effort of a sist(‘r and in some ways rival Presidtuicy, might have bemi 
courteously but coldly received by Bombay. Bxactly the opposite, 
however, was the nature of our rtjception. During the whole of the 
time that the ship worked in Bombay we received th(‘ greatest 
kindness and hospitality from Lird and Lady Willingdon. Their 
Excellencies visited the ship on several occasions and on one occasion, 
when the Bengali Ambulance Corps was proceeding to Mesopotamia, 
they not only ins])ected the ship just before she started but His 
Excellency made a careful inspection of the Bengali Ambulance 
Corps which were drawn up on the dock road l)y the side of the ship. 
It must not bo supposed that on a Hospital Ship it is all work and no 
play, because on the empty voyage we found time for a good deal of 
play. Deck Cricket was a favourite game anti also a new deck game 
[)layed with a squash racki^t ball and tennis racket to which we never 
gave a naiiie. We playefi this game in an enclosed space* on the 
upper deck and developed rules of our own in order to get a maximum 
of exercise. Wi* hit the ball wheni'ver it was possible to do so, 
reganlless of the number of times it might have bounciMl or the 
number of times it had already been hit. The result was an 
excellent g^aine with all the speed of si^uasb rackets, all the tricks of 
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“ stickey ” and soino additionat attractions. It was, moreover, 
interesting to watch each time we arrived at Bisra the growth of the 
Expeditionary Force, 'rhe, growth of the Ex})editionary Force was 
accompanied by what seemed to ns to be an alariiiing increase in the 
nninber of officers wh<» won* red tabs and on one particularly sultry 
afternoon, six Generals came otf to the ship one after the other. When 
all wen^ present on tl>e ship, at the same moment, the Commanding 
Officer considered it time t > cill his in »tor launch and clear off as 
(juickly as possible. Major Br.idfield had brought hick from East 
Africi on * of th * very clever Eist Afric in parrots, pale gre}^ parrot 
with a scarlet tail. This parrot when it came on board was very 
talkative, very noisy, especially in the i^arly morning as soon as the 
sun rose. It knew no language that anybody on board understood 
and it made noises and imitatitms of almost everything that can walk 
or rty in British East Africa. After the incident of the six OeiuTals 
we set to work to teach it this single sentence “ What ! more 
Generals, Gawd, elp us.’' The parrot soon learnt this and for many 
.subsequtmt months whenever an unnecessary number ot red tab 
officers came on board, it could be heard shouting the above 
refniin. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE VICTORY MEMORIAL, MADRAS. 

Thk Siiuthoni PiVHWency h^8 decided upon connneniorating the 
great victory in a befitting manner. Th(‘ city w to have a 
magnificent Victory Memorial Hall in a central situation, in the 
corner of the Government House Grounds fronting Mount Road and 
Wallajah Road. 

On this site it is propo.sed to erect a Memorial Hall which would 
be veste<i in Trustees and be available for th(} use of all societies and 
bodies working for the public weal in the Madras Presidency. 

The building would comprise : — 

(1) an imposing entrance hall on the walls of which wouhl be 

tablets bearing the names of men of this Presidency wlm 
have fallen in the War; 

(2) a public hall, capable of .seating at least 1,000 people for 

public meetings ; 

(8) rooms available for exhibitions for educative and economic 
purposes, and 

(4) a set of committee rooms available for use by any public bo<iy 
or association that was working for the public welfare. 

In the open space fronting thti hall it is proposed to erect a 
monument specially dedicated to all those men of this Presidency 
including the members of that famous old Madras Regiment, tht 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, who laid down their lives for the Empire. 

The cost of the Memorial Hall and Monument is estimated 
approximately at 10 lakhs of rupees. It is proposed to advertise for 
designs and to awai*d premiums to the best designs received. 
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On the 26th November, 1919, H. E. Lord Chelmsford, in the 
<!Oiirse of his Viceregal visit to Madras with Lady Chelmsford, laid 
the foundation stone of the Victory Hall, amidst a distinguished 
juidience of ladies and gentlemen, including Their Excellencies Lord 
and I^ady Willingdon. 

Their Excellencies having taken their seats, Mr. Mirza Abdul 
Hosein Khan Bahadur, the SheriflF of Madras, came forward and 
made the following speech 

Your Excellencies, Ltidiea and Gentlemen, — On behalf of the 
Madras Peace Celebration Committee, and the inhabitants of Madras, 
the premier Presidency Town of India, I have to request Your 
Excellency Lord Chelmsford to kindly lay the foundation stone of 
the Hall of Victory” which it is proposetl to erect in this historic 
town ; and, in doing so, I will say a few words regarding the origin 
and conception of the proposed building. 

When the War broke <)ut in 1914, the inhabitants of Madras lost 
no time in bestirring themselves, under the able guidance of H. E. 
Lord Pentland, t(» do all that lay in their power to help in the 
successful prosecution of the War. I will not go into the details of all 
that Madras did, as these are already known to Your Excellency as 
well as to everyone else in Madras. But this much I will say, that 
whether it was in subscribing to the various War Funds, or whether 
it was in supplying men and material, our efforts were second to none 
of those in the Empiri*. The provision and equipment of the Hospital 
Ship MiutruH alone, which rendered such splendid service during 
the War, will, 1 venture to think, always stand out as one of the 
conspicuous features of the work of Ma<lras. If wo have not done as 
much fxs Bombay or Calcutta, that is simply owing to the fact that 
we are not blest with the wealth and commercial prosperity of those 
places. That is no fault of oui-s. 

When the War cimc t(» an end by the crushing defeat which was 
inflicted by the Allies on an implacable and relentless enemy, who 
had well nigh devastated the whole of the civilized world, wc 
naturally wished to crown our jjast efforts by founding a Memorial 
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worthy of the occixsion. An influential and representative Committee' 
was appointed ; several schemes were considered and at last it was 
decided to have a building at once useful and ornamental. The next 
question and a difficult one was that of a site. Here again the 
Government of Madras came to our help and solved our difficulty by 
offering us a corner of the compound of the Governnumt House, thi* 
spot on which wo arc now assembled. It is the fim'st site we could 
wish to have and is not without significance. B«)th H. E. Lord 
Pentlaiid and H. E. Lord Willingdon have all along taken the 
keenest interest in our activities in connection with tin; War and this 
Memorial ; and here in this corner of the Governor’s compound our 
Memorial will always be under the shadow and protection of the 
Governor. Could our Memorial have a better guardian ang(‘I than 
the Governor of Madras ? 

« « « « « « 

Our Memorial, therefore, besides serving useful purposes will 
ctunmemorate a number of objects. It will commemorato the greatest 
victory gained over a cruel enemy ; it will commemorate the triumph 
of right and justice over wrong : It will commemorate tht‘ devotion 
and loyalty of the people of Madras to the British Crown, and it will 
commemorate the destruction of that caiftari/ln of rascals in Germany 
who menaced the peace of the world for half a centuiy. 

The causes that le<l to the d(\struction of an aggressi\e nation arc 
W(;ll depicted — strange to say —by a celebrated German poet who 
lived about a hundred years ago. Although this poi^t, when writing, 
was probably alluding to Napoleon Bonaparte who ha<l just been 
waging an aggressive war against Prussia, it seems to me to be an irony 
of fat(' that the words of this German poet should, aftej* a htindn'd 
yc'ai-s, be fulfilled in regard to the German tyrant. The pot‘t 1 refer 
to is Goethe, and his lines as rendered into English are th(*s(' : — 
“Destruction and blood have ne’er blessed a nation. 

The curse of the down-trodden vau*[uished, appalling, 

Will rest on the victor exalted in station ; 

His forehead adorned with the green laurel wreath 
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Blit the strong arm of vengeance is not swift in falling. 

To smite and destroy the misguided mortal, 

It waits long and watches and stands at his portal, 

And appears to his eyes as he wrestles with Death.” 

Yes, gentlemen, the curse of down-trodden Serbia, the curse of 
vanquished Belgium, the curse of devasted France, the curse of the 
passengers of the Lffsiffttua, the curse of Miss Cavel and Captain 
Fryatt, and the curse of thousands of inoffensive women and iniuxient 
children, was not swift in falling, but when it did fall, it fell with 
such irresistible force that it levelled the misguided mortal to the 
dust. 


H. E. THE VlCEROV. 

H. E. The Viceroy, before performing the ceremony, said : — 

I regard it as a great privilege to be asked to lay the Foundation 
Stone of what I believe is the first of the many Victory Memorials in this 
country. At the same time I realize how far it is beyond my power 
adequately to express what is in our hearts and minds as we think 
back over the days from the 4th August, 1914, to the 11th November, 
1918. We entered upon the War with little idea or conception 
of what lay ahead ; indeed, until the first terrible casualty lists 
appeared, people in England scarcely grasped the fact that we were 
at War, and this was, I think, typical of the Empire as a whole. 
Indeed, it seemed a recurring feature throughout the War. Success 
and victory never bound us together with a will to conquer, but were 
rather apt to produce an over-confidence and a readiness to put down 
our ai'ins. Throughout we required the stimulus of reverse to bring 
out the best jn us. It was in the dark days that our Empire shone 
out. The retreat from Mons, the glorious failure of Gallipoli, the 
heroic tragedy of Kut, those dark days of the spring of 1918, these 
were the moments in which our spirit justified itself most fully. 
These were the days in which I felt that India was most siuely at 
one with the rest of the Empire. And if I am right in my reading 
of our spirit — for it is the spirit which is the one thing essential — 
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does it not bring out in clearer and bolder relief the contrast between 
our spirit and that of our foes ? 

No one who has glanced even supei-ficially at the German literature 
on the subject, both antecedent and subsequent to the War, can 
fail to be struck by that note — the will to conquer — which pervades it 
throughout. Germany must be “ Over All, ” for her it must be 
“ World Empire or nothing. That note finds no place in its positive 
form in our literature or the speeches of our statesmen. We had no 
frigid and calculated policy of domination over our neighbours. We 
asked only to live and let live. If evidence were necessary we have 
only to look at our Military preparations prior to the War. Our 
navy, indeed, was there, the sure shield of Empire : but a navy by 
-itself cannot win a War. And ours was never an instrument of 
oppression. 

But if that spirit — the will to conquer — was absent in its positive 
form, in its negative form, — the will not to be conquered — was present 
to a degree never surpassed in the annals of our Empire, and it shone 
out most radiantly when it was required to illumine our darkest days. 

And so we celebrate our victory, not with any prickings of 
conscience as to our motives or the justice of our cause, but confident 
that we entered into the fight, not because we wished it, but because 
we had to ; that we won the fight not because the note of our Empire's 
spirit was “ the will to conquer " but “ the will not to be conquered. ” 
If I may put it so, we refused to allow ourselves to be ** counted 
out. ” 

And now we are to commemorate our victory. We can do it by 
remembrance. We can do it by thankfulness. We can do it by 
remembrance of our glorioun dead, who died that we might have life 
and haVe it more abundantly. We can do it by thankfulness, through 
our willing tribute to their memory. 

I like well the form which your Memorial is to take — a building 
to be the home of all those associations which aim at improving the 
health and well-being of the community. 

I said our dead had died that we might have life more abundantly. 
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How better could we commemorate them than by doing something 
which will make for the health and fuller life of those who are still 
to come. 


Laying the Stone. 

After His Excellency had made his speech, he was conducted to 
the site of the Foundation Stone. The Superintending Engineer 
Mr. Brown, stood on the north side of the stone and the Executive 
Engineer, Mr. O’Reilly, on the south side. At the back of the stone 
sttMxl Mr. Bartram, Sub-Hivisional Officer, and Mr. Ranganatham 
and Mr. Venkataraina Iyer, of the Madras Warehouse, the contractor 
associated in the operation. A sealed bottle containing copies of the 
English and Vernacular daily papei*s published in Madras, as well as 
a sovereign, a gold mohiir, and all the current coins in circulation, both 
silver and nickel, was then handed to the Viceroy, and it was placed 
underneath the stone. Mortar was then spread between the chocks and 
the Viceroy was handed a silv(?r trowel by Mr. Brown, Mr. Bartram, 
and Mr. Ranganatham spread the mortar from the back and H. E. The 
V^iceroy spread mortar from a pan which was presented to him for 
the purpose by the Executive Engineer. As soon as the mortar was 
spread evenly the stone was raised and the chocks removed. 

The stone was then lowered slowly to within J of an inch of its 
bed. It was then steadfed by the Superintending Engineer and the 
Executive Engineer and was finally lowered on its bed. The 
Superintending Engineer then presented H. E. The Viceroy with an 
ivory mallet and His Excellency tapped the top of the stone near 
the four corners. The Superintending Engineer then handed His 
Excellency the spirit level which was placed on the top front of the 
stone. After the level had been observed, the Viceroy turned round 
towards the audience and said : — “ I declare this stone to be well and 
truly laid.” 

After the ceremony the Viceroy returned to his seat on the 
dais, whereupon the Hon’blc Mr. C. G. Todhunter called for three 
hearty cheers for Lord Chelmsford, and others for Lady Chelmsford 
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and the Sberilf of Madras called for cheers fur Lord and lisdy 
Willingdon, which were heartily responded to. The Viceregal and 
Qnbematorial parties then left. The Governor’s Band was in 
attendance and played a fine selection of music. 
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N<»te. — All names are arran^efl al])hal)et.ic.TlIy ami witliont 
rc‘f‘en'jiee |,e the order of precedent^e. 

A. 

Page. 

Abul Cdiani, M. S. M., Havildar, l/88th Carnatic Infantry (> 
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INDIA’S SERVICES IN THE WAR. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE SHARE OF THE PUNJAB. 

For India’s sons had st'aled tlieir oath, 

According to their laws ; 

Sealed it with blood across the sea, 

From Flanders to Gallipoli, 

On Tigris’ banks, on Egypt’s sands, 

’Mid Afric’s swamps and hinterlands, 

And died in England’s cause. 

This is one of the eighteen stanzas taken from a poem entitled 
“ Hamam Singh,” contributed by General Sir Jame.s Willcocks to 
Blackwood’s Magazine of December, 1914. 

Full justice has not been done t> the services of the Indian Corps 
in France, and especially in the earlier period of the War. An uncalled 
for reticence was observed by Army Headquarters, in spite of the 
opinion to the contrary held by Lord Kitchener, then War Minister in 
England, whose interest never flagged in the army he had commanded 
for seven years in India. Many a gallant deed performed by Indian 
soldiers was left unnoticed and has now passed into oblivion, which, if 
published then, would have helped to stimulate recruiting in India. 
Lord Hardinge* then Viceroy of India, urged the supreme importance 
of supplying something more than long lists of casualties. Sir James 
Willcocks, with his vast knowledge of the fighting races of India, held 
the same view. He keenly felt that India was not being treated fairly 
and, therefore, in his book he writes : “ So erroneous are many of the 

opinions and so ill-natured have been some of the criticisms of the part 
taken by the Indian Corps in Flanders, that it has been impracticable 
to avoid writing strongly, when I considered it necessary, and hence I 
have not hesitated to do so.” He has thereby placed India under a great 
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obligation to liim. The pi-ople otthis ctmiitry went oheertuiiv^ to fight 
fora caus(» in which England was interested, 'rhey gave their lives at 
the call of duty and in an abounding sense of loyalty to the Sovereign 
who was ruling i>ver them. Tt was a chivalrous tiisk he had undertaken, 
to champion the cause of oppre8.sed humanity, and th(" English nation 
has tht^rebv v )n impei-ishable renown tor its self-sacM’ifice and by its 
heroic deeds. Sir James Willcoeks rightly points out as regards to the 
latter: “Of tho.se History will assuredly furnish a brilliant account. 
It is not always so of Indian troops; their ani few and far 

between; the (Jiief actors in th(; play, still living, will probably be 
counted l>y tens n(»t thousands, 'fhe rank and file will furnish no writers 
to thrill the gemmations to come: they will just pass with the 
groat ma8S(‘s of India, content that th<\v have done their duty and ])een 
faithful to tlieir salt.” But the generous Commander of the Indian 
Expeditionary Force in his interesting book, “ M^ith the Indians in 
Franc(^” and Colonel Merewm*ther and Sir Fredrick Smith, the joint 
authors of “The Indian Corps in France,” have, to a large extcmit, 
made up the default. Tiny all bear first-haml testimony to the 
achievements <»f.the Indian Army in Europe, to whom it must bt‘ a 
source of extreme gratification to find Sir James Willcoeks put on record 
the fact that : “ It was their good fortune to arrive just at the moment 

when they were most net'ded ; just when our troops were using their 
very last reserves and lighting against t(n*rible odds, in fact just when 
two extra divisions could still help them to stem the tide, and even if 
they had never done another day's fighting their advent wiuild more 
than justifit‘d their having been sent, for they helped in some degn*e 
to save the Army in the hour of its greatest trial.” 

Lord Curzon, in his introduction to “ The Indian Corps in France,” 
has confirm(*d this testimony with th«‘ following significant remark:— 

“ That the Indian Expeditituiary Force arrived in the nick td time, that 
it helped to save the ciause both of the Allies and of civilization after 
the sanguinary tumult of the opening weeks of War, has been openly 
acknowledged by the highest in the land, from the Sovereign downwwds. 
I recall I hat it was emphatically stated to me by Lonl French himself. 
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Th«‘ imtun* and value of that .serxiee eaii be forgotten.” Higher 
tribiite than this could not be conceived. And its value is all the more 
enhanced in that the War in which the Indian troops were called on to 
fight had for them an indiiH‘ct interest. It was being waged between 
Christian nati«ins in tar distant la mis. Their owui nativi^ country was, 
at the time, in no way threatened. Tliey w^ere handicapped in a variety 
of ways. I^he inchunency of the weather told heavily against them. 
The parts of the globe to which they wm*c despatched were strange to 
them so tar as language, maiimu’s, customs, and mo<ie of living wvri' 
(‘oncerned. 'fhe old methods of fighting were obsolete and they had to 
contend against the latost and most destructive scientific developments 
ot warfare*. And to crown all, then* was the; d(‘pression produced by 
the tact that at the outset the first batch of troops that were sent out 
from India were very badly cut up by bloody ami continuous hand to 
hand fighting. Hut the spirit of the martial races of India was never 
daunted. Tiny cheerfully obeyed the call of the English nation to 
rally rouml the British Standard to fight for tin* integrity of the Empire 
of w^hich they formed a unit. The historian of the p(*riod will find it 
ditticult to decide which to admire most, the hyally and enthusiasm 
whi(*h characterised tin* response l.o the call to Jirins or the deeds of 
gallantry that wen* pertbrmed in the field of batth^ and the devotion 
of the Indian soldiers t o their English officers. Thi*y landed in France 
at a critical period of the War when the resistant powei- of the British 
army, cruelly outnumbered and exhausted by constant fighting against 
superior numbers and a more numerous artill(*ry and a greater 
ecpiipment of machine guns, xvas diminished. That they saved the 
situation is frankly admitted. In the preface to the Fiidian Corps in 
France it is stated : “ They stemmed that first German onslaught 

through the late autumn of 1 91 4, wdiich ended in the bitter fighting at 
Givenchy. They played a glorious part in the battle of Neiive Chapelle. 
The second battle of Ypres, the struggle for the Auber Ridge and th(3 
despemto assaults on Loos, all claimed a roll of blood from this devoted 
cor|)s. They were asked to do muchy-aiid they tried to do everything 
they were asked.” 



4 


CHAPTER 1. 


Who were the «oldiei*s t(j whose credit these achieveiiKints can be 
placed? The Indian Expeditionary Force is a vague expression. India 
is a large country and its standing army is drawn fi*om a variety of 
races and creeds and colours. Hi>on after the declaration of War 
there was general activity in varu>us military centres pointing to a 
mobilization of troops for war but such was the secrecy which was 
preserved, no doubt for good military reasons, that though Muthin two 
or three weeks troops wer<; (‘mbai’ked from Karachi for an unknown 
destination, the composition of these troops was unknown. It was, 
however, generally understood that the Punjab had reserved for it the 
place of honour in sending forth a strong contingent compexsed of its 
martial nices, men who for generations had been wamoi’s by profession 
and who were born with the instinct for fighting. On the 19th 
September, 1914, Sir Michael O’Dwyer, Lieut.-Oovernor of the Punjab, 
in a speech delivered in the Punjab Legislative Council, stated that . 
** We also know that the splendid Expeditionary Force which India 
has put at the disposjil of the King-Emperor contains a very large 
proportion of Punjabis, and that in it are represtuited the flower of the 
martial races of the Punjab,(fhakkars, Awans, Janguhas,Pathans,Tiwans 
from the Northern Punjab, the sturdy Sikhs of the Central Districts, 
Dogras from the lower hills, Jats, Ranghars and other Rajputs from 
the south of the Province. These are the races which have carried the 
banners of the King-Emperu- and spread the fame of the Punjabi soldier 
throughout the East from Pekin to (^airo and to Central Africa. They 
have now gone to win fi-esh laurels for themselves and their country, 
fighting side by side with the* manhood of th(* United Kingdom 
and of the Colonies and Dominions on the battlefields of Europe.’' 

The first batch of troops sent from India was composed of 
two divisions, the Lahore Division, commanded by Lieut.-General 
Watkis, c.n., and the Meerut Division, commanded ,bv Lieut.-General 
C. A.'Anderson, ir\R., who subsequently succfM^di.rclNiv Jtrhies -Willed^ 
in the com'nTatid of the* Esqieditionaiy Forcr*. -• The-Iiahdn* Dlvisibh 
included thv Feiozt'p^uV* brigade, the dultuiidor Brigifde,'t?he Sifhihd 
Brigade, Divisional Troops and Artillery Units, The Meefuf'Divisidh 
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was composed of the Dehra Dun Brigade, the Qarhwal Brigade, Bareilly 
Brigade, ^visional Tnx)pH,and Artillery Uniis. Dealing as we are with 
the Punjab, it follows that it is the fortunes of the Lahore Division to 
which our attention should be chiefly directed, but as a matter of fact 
soldiers drawn from the Punjab, though constituting a minority, were 
also attached to the Meerut Division. In the Dehra Dun Brigade was 
to be found the 6th Jat Light Infantry. In the Bareilly Brigade were 
included the 41st Dogi-as and the 58th Vaughans Rifles, whilst in the 
Divisional Trwps were the 107th Pioneers. In the Lahore Divisitm, 
in theFerozepore Brigade, were the o7th Wilde s Rifles (Frontier Forc(^) 
and in the Jullunder Brigade the 15th Ludhiana Sikhs, the 47th Sikhs 
and the 59th Scind Rifles and the 1st Battalion, King George s Own 
Gurkha Rifles, who in peace time are cantoned in the district of Kangm, 
where many have made their homes on retirement. In the Divisional 
Troops we find the 34thSikh Pioneers, while the20thand2lstCompanies 
of Sappers and Minera contained a goodly contingent of Punj?ibis. 

On the 4th June, 1915, the 89th Punjabis and on the 5th Juno, the 
69th Punjabis arrived to take the plac<? of the 9th Bhopal is and the 
125th Rifles, the two latter Battalions leaving for Egypt. The 89th 
were posted to the Ferozeporo Briga<le and the 69th to the Bareilly 
Brigade. Apart from these, the various Indian States supplied more 
or less large contingents. Twenty-seven of the larger States in India 
maintain Imperial Service Troops, and the services of every Corps were 
immediately placed at the disposal of the Government of India, on the 
outbreak of the War. The Viceroy accepted from 1 2 States contingents 
of Cavalry, Infantry, Sappers, and Transport, besides a Camel Corps 
from Bikaner, most of which were embarked for foreign service. 
Various Durbars combined together to provide a Hospital Ship to be 
called the hoyalt^^ for the use of the Expeditionary Force. 

The Lahore Division embarked at Karachi on the 24th August and 
jwrived at' Marseill<^ on the 25th September, with part of the Indian 
Cavalry Corpsr It remained there fill the 30th- September, wh(Wi it 
entmiried -for OrleauS, arriving there on the Hrd October. It re.sumed 
its journey on the' 18th and arrived af Ai'ques and Bfcndereques oh the 
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20th, whi^n the* men had their fii’st experience f)f billets and the campaign 
coidd be said to have begun. 'Fhe Meerut Division sailed from Karachi 
on the 21st September and arrived at Marseilles on the 11th October, 
and entrained for Orleans <m tlie 19th, where it was concentrated on 
the 2drd. The journey of both the Divisions was signalized by the most 
extraordinary (hnnonstrations of welcome and hospitality on the part of 
the French people. At Marseilhss occurred the fii*st contretemps, 
amusing, though at th(‘ same tinuj, awkward. Tht? first to disembark 
were the Sikhs who found themselves the object of an attack by a bevy 
of pretty French girls who put their hands round the necks of tht*. 
chivalrous soldiers who had come to their help and kissed them. The 
Sikhs, according to the <‘ustom of tin* country, considered they hail bt»en 
polluted, and at the fii-sl halt refused to advance any further till they 
ha<l purified themselves. Fn<»rmous crowds gathered at the stations 
whiuv tln^ trains stopped, fruit, flowers, coffee and biscuits were lavished 
on the men, and each station was a surging mass of humanity, waving 
flags and cheering ‘des Hindus” as the people called the Indian Troops. 
These were almost overwhelmed by the kindness of the people, for 
whom they had gone to fight. The Meerut Division arriv^^d at the front 
on the 29th October and was followed a few days later by the 
Secunderabad tUvalry Brigade and the J(Klhpore Lancers. 'Fhe Indian 
Army Corps was now c^pnplete in France, with the exception of the 
Sirhind Brigade which was left in Egypt temporarily. On the 7th 
December it joiru'd the Lahore Division to which it was attached. 

'Fhe Punjab during the first 2h years of the War furnished 110,000 
fighting men t(» the Indian Army. During the single year from April 
1st, 1917, to March ^Hst, 1918, it raised over 114,000 men to fight the 
battles of the Empire. This is no mtiiin achievement compareil t<j what 
was done by the rest of India. At the outbreak of the War then^ wen* 
some 80,000 British officers and men in India and some 230,000 Indian 
ranks, combatant and non-combatant. During the War, the Government 
of India recruited, on a voliintavy basis, over 800,000 combatants and 
raoi'e than 400,000 non-combatants, giving a grand total of about 
1*3 million men. Prior to the War the normal recruitment of combatants 



THE SHARE OF THE PUNJAB. 7 

for the Indian Army was about 15,000 men a year. In the year ending 
May, 1917, tlianks to the efforts mainly of the Punjab Administration, 
this figure had risen to 121,000, and in the year ending May, 1918, to 
over 300,000. But owing to the collapse of Russia towards the end of 
1917 a new situation had to be faced. By the Brest-Litovsk Treat}' 
Germany was exploiting the Bolshevik Government towards carrying 
the War into the East. This led to the Prime Minister on April 2nd, 
191 8, addressing a telegram to the Viceroy of India in whichhere<pieste(l 
the Government of India to redouble thtur efioits and afldoii : “ I liave 

no doubt that India will add to the laurels which it has already won 
and will quit itself even on a greater scah^ than at present, to be the 
bulwark which will save Asia from the tide of oppression and disorder 
which it is the object of the enemy to achiev(\” In compliance with 
this request, a War Conference was held at Delhi of thi* Princes and 
people of India, representatives of all classes of the latter being invited 
thereto. As a result of the Conference, India undertook to contribute 
half a million coinliatant recruits during the twelve Tuonths (commencing 
on 1st June, 1918, So tar were the increased (efforts successful that on 
November Llth, 1918, the date when the Annistice was declared, over 
200,000 recruits had been obtained and in the remaining s(wen months 
the other 300,000 would, there is reason to believe, have been made up. 

The quota fixed for the Punjab was 200,000 and at a meeting of 
the Punjab Recruiting Board, held at Governimmt House, Lahore, on 
November 22nd, we find Sir Michael O’Dwyer stating : “It is a matter 
of pride that we have up to date furnished what was demanded of us 
and a great deal more, and if the War had gone I am sure we should 
have raised the 200,000 men that we had promised. The War has come 
to an end sooner than we expected.” 

At the time the Armistice was declared the British Districts of 
the Punjab had recruited during the War 331,942 which, with 57,887 
that were enlisted by the Native States, made a total of 389,829. For 
these figures I am indebted to Mr. M. Leigh, I.C.S., who is engaged 
at the present moment in writing a history of the War operations 
relating to the Punjab. 
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Amongst tho various regiments which formed the Indian 
Expeditionary Force the martial races of the Punjab* weixj freely 
represented, and it will not be devoid of interest to notice briefly the 
various types of the men who, by their gallantry and devotion to their 
duty up to the point of death, upheld in foreign lauds the honour of 
the Indian Army. The Sikhs stand foremost amongst the ranks of the 
fighting men. They are to be found exclusively in the Punjab, except 
large bodies of them who have left their homes to seek their fortunes 
abroad or in other parts of India, as for instance two out of three 
motor drivers in Calcutta will be fmind to be Sikhs. They do not 
constitute a nice or even a particular caste, but they form a 
community drawn from various castes of the Hindus, b^mnd 
together by the ties of religion. They are the followers of 
Guru Nanak, and their chief characteristics are that they eschew 
tobacco and do not cut their hair, which is rolled up in a 
knot over their heads and they exhibit a great reverence for the 
Granth, by which name are known their sciuptures. They are soldiers 
by profession, but they are adepts at money-making. They have 
distinguished themselves in the past by their martial qualities and for 
their reckless daring, in which, perhaps, they have few to equal them. 
Ajmrt from the distinctive Sikh Regiments, like the 15th Ludhiana 
Sikhs, the 47th Sikhs^-and the 34th Sikh Pioneers, the community 
was largely represented also in the 27th, 33rd, and 89th Punjabis, 
and the 57th, 58th, and 59th Rifles, in which the Sikh companies 
varied from one to four. The 107th Pumeei*s, who were attached to 
the Meerut Division, had also a large sprinkling of Sikhs. In this War 
the Sikhs sent out nearly 100,000 men and added another brilliant 
chapter to their splendid military recoid. 

At a Durbar held at Kangia on tht^ 25th October, 1916, Sir 
Michael O^Dwyer stated that : “ The fine fighting race known as 

Dogras (hill people) are primarily associate<l with Kangra, which 
furnishes over 7,000 of the 13,000 Dogras in the Indian Army. You 
may, therefore, claim a great share in the exploits of the three famous 
Dogra regiments in the present War, Wherever they have iaced the 
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enemy, whether in France, Egypt, Africa, or Mesopotamia, the Dogms 
by their steady discipline and splendid valour have proved themselves 
descendants of the men who in the pist held the Kangra Fort against 
Afghan, Turk, Moghul, Sikh, and Gurkha.” The only Dogra regiment 
in the Indian Expe<litionary Force sent to France was the 41st, which 
was attached to the Bareilly Brigaflc, though the class Wfis represented 
by companies in other battalions. High caste Hindus, they are to be 
found chiefly in the district lying between the rivers Chenab and 
Sutlej on the slopes of the Western Himalayas. Their classification 
is rather geograt)hical than racial. The Ruling Chief of Kashmir is of 
this caste, of which there are 1 2 squadrons and 26 companies in the 
Indian Army. In appearance they are somewhat like the Sikhs, 
though of lighter build, and they have a fairer complexion than most 
Indians. . They furnish an excellent material from which the best class 
of soldiers can be drawn and are distinguished for their strength of 
character and their bravery. Lance-Naik Lala, of the 4l8t Dogras, 
secured one of the 1 1 Victoria Ciusses given to Indians. We shall see 
further on how some of the Dogra villages furnished recruits to an extent 
which practically depleted them of all male adults. 

The Jats are a fine warlike race to be found mostly in the Delhi and 
Rohtak districts, but we come across families more or less large in 
number settled in Rajputana, Agra, and Oudh. The present ruling 
family of Bharatpur State are Jats who trace their pedigree up to the 
1 1 th century. It was these people who held out so bmvely at Bharatpur 
and repelled three attacks against their stronghold by Lord Lake s 
army in 1805, The Jats furnished 21 squadrons of cavalry and 60 
companies of infantry to the Indian Anny. They claim to be of the 
same stock or closely allied to the Rajputs. In one charapteristic, 
however, they greatly differ from the latter. The Rajput usually disdains 
every employment or profession except that of bearing arms; the Jat 
is generally a land owner engaged chiefly in agriculture, a kind of 
manual labour especially despised by the haughty Rajput, By religion 
the Jats are Hindus. In appearance they are tall, large limbed and 
handsome, and they are usually distinguished for their capacity for 
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enduring the greatest fatigue and lu-ivation. Their services are much 
appreciated in the Indian Cavalry. In the Indian Expeditionary 
Force the 6th Jat Light Infantry was attached to the Dehra Dim 
Brigade of the Meerut Division and later on was transferred to the 
Bareilly Brigade. It especially distinguished itself in the battles of 
Givenchy and Fiustubcrt, suttering severe casualties. In another 
arena of the War, w(i find Risaldar Badhu Singh of the I4th Jat 
Lancers, winning the V^ictoria Cross by his conspicuous gallantry. 
Perhaps in no part of the Punjab was such enthusiasm displayed in 
recruiting as in the Jat villages of the R(>htak District, where women 
cheerfully replaced the men in the fields and the school boys gave up 
their studies to join the army. 

The Pathans were represented in the Indian Expeditionary Force 
by the 40th Pathans, which formed part of the Jiillunder Brigade, 
but there were other units scattered amongst the 27th and 3tSrd 
Punjabis and the 57th, 58th, and 59th Rifles. The Pathans are 
Mahomedans and their usual abode is on the North-Western P^rontier 
of India. They furnish excellent fighting material, being hardy and 
warlike, and the past ridel’s of Inilia for many hundreds of years have 
drawn largely upon them. They claim a foreign descent, and indeed 
their appearance would support the view that they are of Semitic 
origin, for they have a Jewish type of feature, and some of them g(» 
so far as to call themselves Beni Israel. Colonel Merewether describes 
the Pathan as “a tall, handsome man, as a rule* built on an athletic 
mould. His (*asy but swaggering gait speaks of an active life among 
the mountains, where he cmgages in constant feud, fmjucntly 
hereditary, which makes him what he is, an ideal raider or skirmisher, 
full of dash but often wanting in cohesion and power of steady 
resistance, unless led by British officers.” The 40th Pathans took 
part in the 2nd battle of Ypres and were especially commended by 
General Smith Dorien, Commanding the 2nd Army. While pixssing 
close to the moat round Ypres, a big shell suddenly dropped right in 
the Yusufeai company, wounding a Jamadar and causing 22 casualties 
among the men. This was the firat experience of the Pathans of shell 
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fire, and it would havo boon excusable had tho incident caused some 
confusion, but there was none. The ranks closed up and the regiment 
marched on without a pause. The Jamadar j)luckily kept going, and 
was present at the attack, only reporting his wound the next day. We 
have it on the authority of Sir Michael O’Dwyer that one man in nine 
of the Pathan population of tho North-Western Frontier had joined 
the colours. 

The description of the various races and classes composing the 
Pun jab portion of the Indian Expeditionary Force will be incompleti‘ 
without at least a passing reference to the 120th Duke of Connaught’s 
Own Beluchis, which were attached to the Ferozepore Brigade, and to 
the several Frontier Rifle Regiments. The name given to them is a 
misnomer, for the real Beluchis are no longer enlisted. The 
1 29th was composed of two companies of Punjab Mussalmans, three of 
Mahsuds, and three of other Pathans. They were the second Indian 
battalion to (inter the trenches, having been preceded by the 57th 
Frontier Rifles. They took part in the first battle of Ypres, in the 
action of Fistubert, in the battle of Givenchy and the second battle of 
Ypres, in all of which they earned the commendation of the (hmeral 
Officer Commanding the Expeditionary Force. It was a man of this 
regiment. Sepoy Khudadad, who won the first V. C. in the Indian 
Army. 

It would be 'doing .scant justice to th(i Punjabis to withhold the 
tribute paid to their high sense of loyalty and patriotism by Sir 
Michael O’Dwyer, who was then Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. 
He says : — “ Th(‘ i*nthusijism with which the troops called out 
responded to the call of duty is, I believe, only equalled by the 
disjippointment of those who were left behind. I am told that in 
Amritsar, Ferozepore, and other centres, when the reservists of certain 
regiments were summoned to rejoin the coloui's, the reservists of all 
regiments came rushing in. Those who.sc regiments were not ordered 
on s(‘rvice in many cases refu.sed to return to their houses, saying that 
they would not be able to show their faces in their villages when the 
Wai* was going on, and some of them even insistc^d on joining their 
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regiments at their own expense in the hope that they might bo 
allowed to take part in the campaign.” And with reference to the 
gallant deeds of the 14th Sikhs at Gallipoli, when that regiment was 
almost annihilated, he stated at a Dnrbar in Ludhiana : “ They died a 
glorious death, but their memory survives as a splendid illustration of 
Sikh tenacity and Sikh heroism. It is an admitted fact that the Sikh 
spirit instead of being daunted by that ten-ible sacrifice of Gallipoli 
was roused thereby to a higher pitch of martial ardour. I remember 
well that when the news was made public, numbera of many Sikh 
friends came to .see me, not with sorrow, but with a feeling of pride 
at the heroic sacrifice, and it is a matter of history that from that day 
the Sikh eagerness for -recruiting received its strongest impulse.” 



CHAPTER II. 


HEROIC DEEDS AND THEIR REWARDS. 

It is desirable to point out certain limitations with which this 
chapter has been written. The narrative here given has no 
pretensions to be exhaustive. Deeds equally as gallant as any 
recorded here have been omitted either for want of space or from the 
absence of any prominent record in respect to them. There were 
several theatres of War. A fairly full publicity has been given to the 
achievements of Indian troops in France and Belgium, but what was 
done by them in Egypt, Palestine, etc., or Mesopotamia has received 
but meagre notice, and even that is not easily procurable. As this 
book is mainly concerned with Indians in the Indian Army, mention 
of heroic deeds on the part of British officers has been excluded 
merely to avoid an invidious distinction being made by noticing only 
a few of these officers. So large was the number of them who 
distinguished themselves and were suitably rewarded, if they 
survived, for a great many of them gave up their lives in the 
battlefield, that within the circumscribed limits of this chapter no 
adequate notice of them here is possible. Then again, as this part of 
the book deals exclusively with the Punjab, anything concerning troops 
drawn from the rest of India is beyond its scope and has been purposely 
left out. The part played by the Punjab was so great that, taking 
the distinction of the Victoria Cross as a test, out of 11 Indian heroes 
who,w<»n this honour, five hailed from the Punjab. The winners of the 
Victoria Cross have been individually mentioned and a short account 
is given of the heroic deeds for which this honour was conferred on 
them. Some of these who won other distinctions have been dealt 
with in connection with the districts to which they belonged. It is 
unfortunate that want of space precludes the mention of a large 
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nmiiber who distinguishod theiusolvos for courage and devotion to 
duty and to their British officei-s. 

Sepoy Khudadad, 129th Beiatchis. 

'rhe 129th Beluchis took part in the first battle of Ypres, and 
both men and offieei>; fought with the utmost gallantry, and the 
former atforded most signal instances of devotion and affection for the 
British officeiu It was in this battle that the first Victoria Cross 
was won by an Indian, Sepoy Khudadad, whose home was at Chakwal 
in the Jhelum District. On the 81st October, 1914, at Hollebake, 
Belgium, the British officer in charge of the detachment having 
being wounded, and the other gun put out of action by a shell, 
SejH)y Khudadad, though himself wounded, remained working his 
gun until all the other five men i)f the gun detachment hail been 
killed. He then managed to crawl away and escaped with his life. 

Su RADAR Mir Dost, 55th Coke's Rifles. 

It Wiis while attached as Jamadar to the 57th Rifles that he won 
this <li8tinction. In the second battle of Ypres he displayed most 
conspicuous bravery an<l great ability on 2nd April, 1915, for which 
he was awarded the V. C. He led his platoon with great gallantry 
during the attack and afterwards collected various parties of the 
Regiment (when no British officei’s were left) and kept them under 
his command until the retirement was ordered, though all of them 
had been more or less gassed and were just beginning to recover. 
During his retirement Jamadar Mir Dost collected a number of men 
from various trenches and brought them in. He subsequently, on the 
same day, displayed remarkable courage in helping to carry eight 
British and Indian officers into safety while exposed to very heavy 
fire. 

Lance-Naik Lala, 41st Dooras. 

He was a resident of Mau/.a Parok, in Hamerpur Tehsil of the 
Kangra District, and it was at the battle of Um-n-al Hannah in 
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Mesopotamia on January 21st, lUlG, he won the most prized oi 
military hoiioiii's. Finding a British officer, Captain Nicholson of 
the 37th Dogras, lying close to the enemy, he dragged him into a 
temporary shelter, which he himself had made and*in'^which he had 
already bandaged four wounde<l men. After bandaging the officer s 
wounds he heard calls from the Adjutant of his own regiment. 
Lieutenant Lindon, wh(» was lying in the open severely wminded. 
The enemy were not more than one hundred yards distant, and it 
seemed certain death to go out in that direction, but the Larice-Naik 
insisted on going out to his Adjutant, and offered to crawl back with 
him on his back at once. When this was not permitted, he stripped 
off his own clothing to keep the wounded officer warmer and stayed 
with him till just before dark, when he returned to the shelter. 
After dark he carried the fii*st wounded officer back to the main 
trenches and, then retuniing with a stretchei*, carried back his 
Adjutant. He set a magnificent example of courage and devotion 
to his officers. 

Naik Shah Ahmad Khan, 89th Punjabis. 

The Rawalpindi District had the honour of producing this 
gallant soldier. He received the distinction for the most conspicuous 
bravery. He was in charge of a machine gun section in an exposed 
po.sition in front of and covering a gap in our own new line, within 
150 yards of the enemy s entrenched position. He beat off thre(^ 
counter-attacks and worked his gun singlehanded, after all his men, 
except two belt-fillei*s had become casualties. For three hoiii-s he 
held the gap under very heavy fire while it was being made secure. 
When his gun was knocked out by hostile fire his two belt-fillei's 
held the ground with rifles till ordered to withdraw. With three 
men sent to assist him he brought back his gun, ammunition, and one 
severely wounded man unable to walk Finally he himself returned 
and removed all remaining arms and equipment, except two shovels. 
But for his great gallantry and determination our line must have 
been penetrated by the enemy. The 89th Punjabis served in six 
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different theatres of the Great War and it was in Mesopotamia Shah 
Ahmed won his V. C. 

LANCrf'DAFADAR GOVIND SlNGH, 28TH CaVALHY. 

The Victoria Cross was conferred on him for most conspicuous 
bravery and devotion to duty. He thrice volunteered to carry 
me.ssages between the regiment and Brigade headquarters, a distance of 
one and a half miles open ground, which was under the observation and 
heavy fire of the enemy. He succeeded each time in delivering his 
message although on each occasion his horee was shot and he was 
compelled to finish the journey on foot. 

Risaldau Badlu Singh, 14th Jat Lancers. 

On the morning of the 23rd September, 1918, he charged with six 
of his men and captured a position held by 200 Turks with machine 
guns. His gallant act saved his squadron from heavy casualties; and 
the enemy surrendered to him before he fell mortally wounded. He 
belonged to the Rohtak District in the Punjab and his deed has 
brought imperishable honour to his race and family. 

Rawalpindi. 

Sir Michael O’Dwyer at a Durbar held at Rawalpindi on the 
30th October, 1917, cor^atulated this district for its patriotism in 
the matter of recruiting and for its gallantry in the field. From the 
War History of Rfiwalpindi it would appear that up to the time the 
War was over its soldiers had won no less than 212 distinctions. 
One Victoria Cross, 4 Military Crosses, 1 Order of British India Ist 
Class, 9 of the 2nd Class, 1 Bar to the I. D. C. M., 157 D. C. Ms. and 
9 Foreign Decorations. 

The winner of the V. C. was Naik Shah Ahmad Khan, whose 
achievement has already been noticed. 

Subadar-Major Farman Ali, of the 92nd Punjabis, Risaldar 
Mansabdar Khan, of the 43th Lancei’s, Subadar Ghulam Khan, Camel 
Corps, were the recipients of the M. C. Subadar-Major Farman Ali ' 
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won this distinction for conspicuous gallantry and ability at Savnaiyal 
in April, 1916. When all the British officers had been killed or 
seriously wounded he kept the men of his companies together under 
heavy rifle and machine gun fire, and when it was clear that the 
enemy's counter-attack would overwhelm his party, he maintained a 
rapid fire and withdrew his men, being himself the last to retire. He 
was wounded three times in Mesopotamia and beside the M. C. has 
*also had conferred on him the Order of British India, the I. D. M., 
and the I 0. M. 


Attock. 

The district is called Attock, but its headquarters are at 
Campbellpur, a recently formed Cantonment. It is the home of 
some brave warriom who distinguished themselves during the 
European War. 

In Mesopotamia it was necessary on one occasion to fetch a boat 
from across the Karim River under heavy fire from the enemy. 
Volunteers were called for, and the Honorary Captain, Ajab Khan, 
I.O.M., a Chacchi Pathan of the Attock District, undertook the 
perilous task with 19 Punjabis of his regiment. The swift current 
bore this brave party down stream, forcing them to land under the 
walls of a fort which was subsequently found to be strongly held by 
the enemy. The intrepid Punjabis attempted to launch one boat, 
but it was damaged and sank. An attempt with a second boat was 
more successful, and, under fire, this was brought safely across the 
river. 

To the credit of Subadar Hukumdad may be placed a brave act. 
He with 8 Punjabi Mahomedans of a frontier regiment, gallantly 
defended a picquet at Barwand on the night of the 19-20th June, 
1917. From 200 to 300 Mahsuds made three determined efforts to 
rush the picquet, and were only stopped within five yards of the 
position. The picquet successfully maintained its ground till dawn, 
although it lost one-third of its strength. 

Sepoy Khan Zaman of Inzra in Pindigheb Tahsil won the Order 
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of Merit at Sheikh Sa ad for the splendid courage with which he 
brought up ammunition, water, and supplies for his regiment across a 
fire-swept zone. 

Subadar Dost Mahomed won a .similar distinction in France when 
he took command of bombing parties and carried out reconnaissance 
work by day and night under fire. 

Sepoy Feroze Khan also gained this honour in Mesopotamia by 
the gallantry and devotion with which he carried out of action a mortally 
wounded British Officer. 


Jhelum. 

This district sent over 80,000 recruits to the Army, representing 
one man in ten of the total male population and one man in every 
three of military age. In the chapter on recruiting we shall find some 
remarkable instances of the enthusiasm of the people in this respect. 

A complete list of the distinctions won by the soldiers of this 
district is not available, but in one of his Durbar speeches Sir Michael 
O'Dwyer mentioned Subadar Jolh Khan Jangua, Mahomed Azam 
Khan, of Dhardawala, Karam Dad, of Walali, and Mahomed Khan, of 
Pinddadan Khan, Jamadar Sirdar Khan, of Pinddadan Khan, and 
Havildar Chanan Shah as having all won the Order of Merit by their 
devotion to duty, con^kpicuous gallantry, and personal skill and courage. 

But Jhelum can boast that it has produced something for which 
very few districts in India can take credit and that is a V. C. in the 
person of Sepoy Khudadad, whose exploits have already been 
recounted. 


Rohtak. 

There is hardly a district in the Punjab or in India which can 
boast of the achievements in the battlefield which stand to the credit 
of Rohtak. While others were waiting to be reminded of their duty, 
the young men of this district were passing through the fiery ordeal 
at Ypres, Festubert, and other historic battles on the Western Front, 
or helping to smash the Turks in Mesopotamia: and their brethren at 
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home were flocking to join the colours and fill tlie gaps. It, therefore, 
need create no surprise that Rohtak carried ott* no less than 116 
distinctions or over 7 percent, of the total of 1,738 awarded to the 
gallant youths of the Punjab. 

Who can read without a thrill of the heroism of Risaldar Badlu 
Singh, of the 14th Jat Lancers, whose splendid bravery won him 
that most coveted of all soldiers* honours — the Victoria Cross. 

Subadar Incha Ram, of the 6th Jats, received the Military Cross 
for his bravery in continuing to command his men when badly wounded 
during a raid which constituted a brilliant episode of trench warfare 
in France. 

Subadar Lakhi Ram also received a similar distinction, while to 
(Honorary) Captain Gujan Singh, who was Subadar-Major of the 
gallant 6th Jats in France, the Order of British India was awarded. 

The Hindus gained 84 distinctions and Mussalmans 32. To the 
credit of this district may be traced 24 Orders of Merit, 60 Distinguished 
Service Medals, 14 Meritorious Service Medals, and 10 Foreign 
decorations. 


Amritsar. 

The men of this district have gained 105 distinctions in all, of 
which the Sikhs have taken 94, the remaining 11 having fallen to 
Mussalmans. The list includes 4 Military Crosses (out of 21 in the 
whole Punjab) won by Subadar Bir Singh of the 90th Punjabis and 
of Dhariwal in Taran-Taran; Subadar Thakur Singh, of the 47th Sikhs ; 
Jamadar Sohan Singh, of the 24th Punjabis, for conspicuous gallantry 
under heavy fire, and Risaldar Bar Singh of the 16th Cavalry — all 
Jats. The Sikhs have also won 70 B.Is., 17 I. O. Ms., 46 1). S. Ms., 
24 M. S. Ms., and seven foreign decorations. 

Naik Jhanda Singh, a Jat of Chamba in Taran-Taran, was 
awarded the Order of Merit for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty in action under heavy fire, with a total disregard of danger, when 
assisting to bring in a wounded British officer, while the same Order 
and the Cross of St. George were conferred on Lance Dafadar Khazau. 
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Singh of Udainaugal in Amritsar, for conspicuous gallantry and 
resource of action. He voluntarily swam across a river and successfully 
boarded and captured an enemy boat containing Turks and Arabs. 

Eangra. 

The distinctions won b^ this district on the battlefield embrace 
every reward open to Indian soldiers, and totals no less than 103. 

Havildar Lala, of the 4 1st Dogras and Mauza Parob in Manurour, 
early in the War covered himself, his race, and family with imperishable 
glory by winning the Victoria Cross under circumstances attended 
with the greatest risk to his life. 

Subadar-Major Parbah Chand, of village Rangor in Hanurpur, 
attaphed to the 59th Rifles, gained the Military Cross; and the 101 
other honours include 6 Orders of British India, 19 Orders of Merit, 
54 Distinguished Service Medals, and 7 foreign decorations. Among 
the last named was the St. George in Russia (this is the equivalent of 
the V. C.) which was conferred on Havildar Qunga, of the 37th Dogras, 
for a heroic exploit early in the War in November, 1914. 


Ludhiana. 

In military distinctions Ludhiana yields the palm to no district 
in the province, for the Sikh Regiments are closely connected with it 
and they fought iif > the great battlefields of Flanders, Gallipoli, and 
Mesopotamia. Few of the gallant men of the 14th Sikhs and the 
16th Sikhs who went to France now survive, the 14th being practically 
annihilated at Gallipoli. Four Military Crosses stand to their credit. 

In the action of Festubert in France there was severe fighting 
consisting of a series of attacks and counter-attacks. Captain Baldwin, 
of the 67th Rifles, found a ditch which enfiladed the enemy's approach 
and to which he held on with great determination, but was killed later 
on and was mentioned in despatches for his bravery. The command 
of the Company was then taken by Havildar Indar Singh, who held 
the position against heavy assaults until relieved next morning, for 
which he was promoted to Jamadar and received the Military Cross. 
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Subadar Sant Singh, of the 34th Pioneers, rallied his half Company 
and held them in position when the enemy broke in. He behaved 
with great courage in a subsequent attack, in which he was wounded, 
and received the Military Cross. 

Naik Bir Singh, of the 15th Sikhs, held on to the traverse nearest 
to the enemy and kept up a rapid fire until he was shot through the 
face. He was awarded the Indian Distinguished Service Medal, and 
subsequently rose to be Subadar and had the Military Cross conferred 
on him. 

Subadar Ala Singh was the fourth officer to receive this Order, 
and all these came from Jagraon. These four Orders with 10 Orders of 
British India, 21 of Merit, lOS Distinguished Service Medals, 19 
Meritorious Service Medals, and 17 foreign decorations make up the 
remarkable total of 179 honours out of a total 1,738 for the Province. 

Subadar Natha Singh, of the 34th Sikh Pioneers, received double 
honours. At the action of Festubert he was near the machine gun 
round which bombs fell fast killing a number, of men. He took charge 
and held his position against the enemy for which he received the I.O.M. 
Later on he got into the enemy’s trench with 26 men and displayed 
such courage that he was awarded the Order of British India, 2nd 
class. 


- Ferozepobe. 

This district came late into the field. It can claim 70 War honours 
in all, comprising 1 Order of British India, 18 Orders of Merits, 32 
Distinguished Service Medals, 12 Meritorious Service Medals, and 7 
foreign decorations. Most of these honours went to Jat Sikhs. 

Jamadar Suba Singh, of Sadasinghwala in Moga, was awarded the 
Order of Merit for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When 
in^ command of a patirol of 9 men he was surprised and engaged 400 
of the enemy under German officers. Although severely wounded he 
continued to lead his men and fought with great determination and 
courage. 

Naik Jaiwand Singh, of Dina in Moga, gained the same distinction 
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for great gallantry when in command of a cable-laying party ; in his 
efforts to remove a wounded man he was himself hit. 

Lance-Naik Sohan Singh, of Lohgad in Zir, also gained the Order of 
Merit for conspicuous gallantry and ability in action; when his Jamadar 
and Havildar had been wounded he assumed command of the men and 
led them to the final assault with great coolness and determination. 


Ambala. 

This district had but slight military traditions before the War, 
which accounts for the paucity of its recruits and of the distinctions 
won by its soldiers in the battlefield. The honours to its credit are, 
2 Orders of British India, 7 Orders of Merit, 14 Distinguished Service 
Medals, 8 Meritorious Service Medals, and 2 foreign decorations. The 
bulk of the honours were won by the Sikhs. 

Jamadar Gurmukh Singh, a Sain Sikh, of Gadrami Badi in Rupar, 
won the 1st Class Order of Merit and the 2nd Class of the Russian 
Order of St. George for his splendid courage on the night of the 1st 
March, 1916, when he advanced under the greatest difficulties, 
continually crawling forward and digging himself in. 

Havildar Dalip Singh, Jat Sikh of Nigalia in Kharar, won the 
2nd Class Order of Merit by his conspicuous gallantry in action on 
the l7th November, W14, when, with a party of Sappers under the 
command of a British officer, he was always to the fore and led his 
men with great determination into the enemy’s trenches. 

Subadar- Major Jagindhar Singh, Saini Sikh of Kheri Dalabatpur 
in Rupar, gained the 2nd Class Order of Merit at the battle of Loos in 
Belgium for striking leadership and conspicuous bravery in action 
after most of his company and all but one British Officer in his 
regiment had been killed or wounded. This officer was also awarded 
the 2nd Class of the Order of British India for distinguished conduct 
in the field. 


Hoshiyarpur. 

This district contains two martial races, the Jat Sikhs and the 
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Hindu Rajputs. The former contributed more than 50 per cent, of 
the recruits, the latter over 25 per cent. The list of distinctions gained 
on the battle fields totals 112 and comprises a Military Cross won by 
Jamadar Tara Singh, of the 28th Punjabis, and of Kulran in Dasuya, 
4 Ordera of British India, 20 Orders of Merit, 58 Distinguished 
Service Medals, and 9 foreign decorations. The War records of the 
Sikh and the Dogra Regiments, the 15th, 35th, and 51st Sikh 
regiments, the 37th, 38th, and 41st Dogras, and the 29th, 69th, and 
89th Punjabis show many instances of the gallantry displayed by 
the men of Hoshiyarpur in East Africa, the Dardanelles, France, and 
Mesopotamia, of which a few instances may be cited. 

Among those who were awarded the Indian Order of Merit was 
Subadar Labh Singh, of Jagniwala, for conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to duty in Mesopotamia. When the attacking troops on the 
front of his position were wavering, he left his trench under heavy fire, 
and fearlessly exposing himself, led them back to the captured enemy 
trench, and consolidated the position. 

Naik Sunder Singh, of village Kathe, won the same distinction 
for conspicuous bravery at Ga.rmah Safhat, Mesopotamia, on July 5th, 
1915, in making repeated attempts to bring some maxim guns out of 
action under heavy fire at a distance of only 50 yards from the enemy, 
after all the guns had been put out ofaction. Hewaskilled in the attempt. 

Kot-Dafadar Lai Singh, of Chitarah, displayed conspicuous 
gallantry at Kut-el-Amara When in command of the troop in front 
of the Turkish position on the right bank of the Tigris, under heavy 
enfilade fire, he covered the retirement of the remainder of his men and 
successfully withdrew his troop. 

SejKjy Bawa Singh, of Moranwali, for conspicuous galjantry in 
Mesopotamia in 1917. After his company had occupied a captured 
trench ammunition ran short and more was urgently required to 
repel a counter-attack. Sepoy Bawa Singh voluntarily left the 
trench and collected ammunition from the dead and wounded who 
were lying in the open. This was carried out under heavy shell and 
machine gun fire. 
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Sowar Dalip Singh, of Thakkarwali, distinguished himself for 
conspicuous gallantry in action. He was one of the patrol of one 
British officer and six Indian soldiers sent forwanl to reconnoitre the 
enemy wire. The patrol came under heavy machine gun fire at close, 
range, and two of the men fell wounded in full view of the enemy. 
Realising the situation and acting on his own initiative Dalip Singh 
carried both of the wounded men back under heavy machine gun lire 
and placed them under cover. 

Amongst those on whom the Distinguish Service Medal was 
conferred for conspicuous bravery may be mentioned Sepoy Dalip 
Singh of Pakuwal. He with great coolness collected ammunition 
from the wounded near him and continued firing at the enemy. 
When his ammunition gave out he dug a temporary shelter for an 
officer lying ne^r by, dangerously exposing himself while doing so. 

Lance-Naik Qhajj Singh, of Marule, displayed conspicuous 
gallantry at Khajah Jiyah, Mesopotamia, on May 15th, 1915, in 
courageously swimming the Karkheh river, a rapid stream 150 yards 
wide, in face of a heavy fire from the enemy on the opposite bank. 

Liince Naik Arjun Singh exhibited great gallantry when taking 
part in a raid by night on the enemy’s position across a river in 
Mesopotamia in 1917. He was severely wounded when attempting 
to wade ashore andjOapture an enemy’s machine gun. 

Dafadar Sant Singh, of Bhadsah, received the distinction for 
gallantry in France. He was in charge of a telephone in action under 
heavy shell and trench mortar fire. The trench was blown in on top 
of him and the telephone. He then moved the telephone further 
down the trench. The trench was again blown in, the telephone was 
buried and he himself severely wounded. He endeavoured to keep 
communication to the last. 


J ULLUNDEIl. 

Before the War the men of this district were inclined more towards 
commerce and trade than to military service, but for all that they 
jicquitted themselves with credit in the field. The total number of 
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distinctions won by them was 74, including two Military Oosses gained 
by Risaldar Jai Singh, of Bahram and of the 6th Cavalry, and 
Subadar- Major Thakur Singh, of Haripur and of the 84th Sikh Pioneei*s, 
6 Orders of British India, 17 Ordei-s of Merit, 20 Distinguished Service 
Medals, 19 Meritorious Service Medals, and 4 foreign decomtions. 

Subadar Mahomed Ali,of Jandu SinghSingha, for his distinguished 
services received the Indian Order of Merit, 2nd Class, and was mentioned 
in despatches. He was wounded four times and has retired on a pension. 

Commissions as temporary Honorary Second-Lieutenants wort* 
conferred on Sardar Jashit Singh Ahluwalia, and Saidar Bahadur 
Sardar Rajendm Singh of Pakhoke. Both belonged to families of 
high martial traditions and pi’oud loyalty. 

Amongst those who received a posthumous honour, C'aptain 
Tndrajit Singh, I.M.S., deserves to be mentioned. He was the son of 
Raja Sir Harnam Singh of Jullunder, and was attached to the 57th 
Rifles. At the action of Festubert the dressing station was established 
about 1 ,500 yards behind the fire trench. Evidently a spy was concealed 
somewhere near, for it was exposed to heavy shell fire and the place 
was speedily in a blaze, exploding quantities of ammunition. Amongst 
the killed were Major Atal, I.M.S., attached to the 129th Beluchis, 
and Captiiin Indrajit Singh. Both had distinguished themselves by 
their gallantry in attending wounded under fire. The latter’s body 
was not found, but in a Gazette published after his death he was 
awarded the Military Cross. 


Gujrat. 

Speaking at a Durbar held at Jhelum on the 1st November, 
1917, Sir Michael O’Dwyer congratulated Gujrat on the success of 
its efforts to obtain a high place in the roll of honour. ‘'The people 
of Gujrat,” he said, have long been known for the adventurous spirit 
that prompts them to seek service abroad or on the high seas. East 
or West of Suez, in the London docks, or on the quays of Hong Kong 
you will find the hardy lascar who hails from Gujrat. It is then no 
matter of surprise that the attractioirs of Military service appeal to 
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such an enterprising race.” The War History of this district sont to m 
by the Deputy Commissioner gives the number of nuiles betwi^en 18 and 
35 years at 1,22,000, and the total number of men that had joined 
the Army at 2,78,3;35 or a ratio of 1 to 4*46 of the males of Military 
age. There were 345 families who gave three sons and SI famili(\s 
who gave 4 to 5 sons each. About 700 men gave their lives in action. 
The honours and distinctions earned by th(^ soldiei-s of Gujrat are 
enumerated as follows : — 


Orders of British India 


2 

Orders of Merit 


... 18 

Distinguished Service Medals 


... 26 

Meritorioirs Service Medals 


... 7 

Foreign and other distinctions 


... 13 


Total 

... 66 


Ouudaspt.tr. 

The men of this District bore thoiDselv(*.s gallantly in the field, 
winning 56 distinctions, which include a Military Cross gained by 
Jamadar Janak Singh, Dogra Rajput of the 37th Dogras, and of Gurgal 
in Shakargar, 4 Orders of British India, 6 Indian Orders of Merit, 
^27 Distinguished Service Medals, and 6 foreign decorations. Of these 
honours 32 fell to ^Sikhs, 20 to Hindus, and 4 to Mussalmans. 
Bugle-Major Surari Singh, of Muridki, was avvaided the Indian Order 
of Merit for conspicuous gallantry during the action at Saihan. 
Mesopotamia, on the I3th Nov^ember, J0J4, in going forward in the 
face of heavy fire and setting fire to a building held by the enemy. 
To the following Indian Distinguished Service Medals were granted - 
To Lance Naik Bachitar, of Paltani, for gallantry in action in 
Mesopotamia, in 1917. When his Lewis gun was put out of action by a 
shell he joined a bombing party and bombed the enemy’s communication 
trench. When the supply of bombs was running short he went back 
on .several occasions und<*r intense fin* and brought up mon* bombs 
to the bombing party. To Naik BhagatvSingh of(iuniya fra- gJillantry 
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in Mesopotamia in 1917. He was in an observation post in the front 
line and volunteered to go forward in the daylight to discover if the 
enemy^s line was still held. He found it deserted and pushed forward 
to the second line and found that evacuated. The information 
gained was of the greatest Military value. To Havildar Dal Singh 
of Marnan for gallantry in Mesop)tamiain 1916. When all British 
and Indian Officers had been killed or wounded he rallied the 
remnants of his double company and nuiintiined the light until 
finally ordered to withdraw under cover of darkness. • To Sepoy Atma 
Singh of Baholiwali for gallantry in Mesopotamia in 1916. He 
volunteered to take an important message under heavy fire although 
ho had just seen a man wounded in attempting to do .so. He himself 
was badly wounded in getting the message through. These were all 
men distinguished for th(*ir bravery, but i)i Sepoy Kirpa Ram, a 
Dogra of Dinnval of the 88th Punjabis, we have devotion added to 
conspicuoiis courage. When his splendid regiment led the attack on 
Moulin de Pietre during the battle of Loos in France in September, 
1915, Kirpa Ram was attached to Lieutenant Oillaiid, who fought his 
guns with gallantry throughout the action and was wounded at this 
juncture. He brought him water under heavy fire and when their 
comra<les received orders to fall back he said that he would not leavi^ 
his young saht*b dead or alive, but would remain with him to the 
last. Together they had charged the enemy's trench ; together they 
remained whiai that trench was vacated ; together the enemy seized 
them and made them prisonei’s. Kirpa Ram was awarded the Order 
of Merit. 

So far it has been found convenient to give instances of 
conspicuous gallantry with reference to men who could be located to 
certain districts, and in doing this the War speeches of Sir Michael 
O’Dwyer have been of considerable help. But deeds of heroism 
equally great are recorded in respect to men as regards whom it has 
been difficult to ascertain to what district they belonged. Whilst it 
would be manifestly unfair to ignore them altogether, it is at the 
same time iihpossible to notice them all. A few choice examples 
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must therefore suffice. They are grouped under the regiments to 
which they were attached, though some of them originally belonged 
to Regiments not sent out on active service. They are all taken from 
the European theatre of the War. 

57th (Wilde's) Rifle. 

It was ill the second battle of Ypres, when Subadar Mir Dost, of 
the 55th Rifles, but attached to the 57th, won his V. C., that another 
Subadar, Ai’sla Khan, specially distinguished himself. He was a 
Malikdon Khel Afridi and a man of considerable importance in his 
tribe. During the Mohmand expedition of 1908 he was granted the 
2nd Class of the Indian Order of Merit for gallantry in the field. 
In the European War the 2nd Class of the Oixler of the British India 
was conferred on him for his services at Messenes, and at the second 
battle of Ypres he won the Military Cross for conspieuou.s 
gallantry. A body of 70 Germans made a determined attack on a 
trench, but the Subadar collected all his men and charged the enemy, 
who fled without waiting for the assault. At least 30 Huns were 
killed or wounded during the attack. Yet another Subadar, Imam 
Ali, also obtained the Order of British India 2nd Class. 

Amongst other honours nine men won the Indian Oder ot 
Merit, 2nd Class, fifteen the Indian Distinguished Service Medals, one 
(Subadar Mir Dost) the Russian Cross of the Order of St. George, 
3rd Class, one the same Order of the 4th Class and one the Russian 
Medal of St. George of the 3rd Class, and another the Medal of the 
same Order, 4th Class. 

In the first battle of Ypres the 57th placed some brave deed 
t^) its credit ; we have seen what was done by Subadar Arsla Khan. 

Havildar Ganga was holding a trench with No. 3 Company. 
When the Germans burst upon him, sanguinary hand to hand 
fighting took place in which most of the 57th were put out of action, 
The Havildar fought it out and killed five Gennans before his 
bayonet broke. With a sword which he picked up, he continued 
fighting, until receiving six wounds, he collapsed. He was awarded 
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the 2n<l (lass I. O. M. On another trench being attacked, the men 
lay (town in the open about 20 yards behind, and kept np a rapid 
i\ro jis long as the ammunition lasted, Jamadar Kajuir Singh als<) 
fought it out until all but one wounded man had been put 
out 4)f action, and then, rather than surrender, he shot himself with 
hivS last cartridge. 

In the battle of Givemdiy one platoon of No. 1 Company, under 
.himadar Mangal Singh (52nd Sikhs attaclusd) was ordered to take the 
(lerman sap on the right, which they accomplished with a rush. They 
eontinui'cl to hold this saj) against every effort of the enemy hu’ IShours, 
and, in spite of heavy losses, killeil a numluM- of Germans an<l captured 
a wounded officer. For his gallantry the Jamadar roci*iv4‘d the Indian 
Distinguished Servic(‘ Medal. We met him again at the second battle 
of Ypres, where he was amongst those rendered unconscious by gas. 
On recovtu ing consciousness, in spite of intense sutfering, he went out 
time after time and helped to bring in the wounded under fire. For his 
bmverv and devotion he received the 2nd Class Order of Merit. 

I 29th BELrcHis. 

Each regiment added a host of gallant achievements to its roll of 
honour, but the 1 29th has to its credit an episode which is unique, in 
that it is as curious and memorable as it is romantic. On the 2l8t Jum* 
Naik Ayiib Khan was ordered to go out with a [Xitn)! between the lines. 
When the [)atroI returned Naik Ayub W4vs missing. It was feared that 
he had either been killed or taken prisoner. On the third night Ayub 
suddenly turned up with his rifle and ammunition and related a most 
remarkable story of the long drawn a<lventures he had gone througli. 
It appears that on nearing the German wire he made up his mind to 
visit the enemy in the trench, to pick up whatever information he could 
obtain. He concealed his rifle and ammunition and coolly walked up 
to the wire, calling out “ Mussjilrnan.” An officer walked up and took 
him in, believing that he was a dcscu'ter. He was taken alongthe trench 
behind the lines ahd eventually found himself at the headquarters of the 
15th Division, 8th Corps, at Marquillies. He was closely questioned 
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hy the General and Staff and without disclosing anything important 
ho bluffed them into the belief of a number of incidents which were 
the outcome of his lively imagination, especially as regards a general 
disaffection amongst the Mussalmans towards their English rulers by 
reason of recent events relating to Turkey. He offered to bring back 
at least 20 men, for whom he was promised 20 marks per head. Well fed 
and looked after, he kept his eyes open and took in all the surroundings. 
He noted the numbers of shoulder straps, the various kinds of uniforms, 
etc., which were subsequently confirmed bj^ the statements of prisoners 
and deserters. He was able to describe the paths through the Bois-dii- 
Biez, to give an idea of the strength and the units by which the line 
was held and report that there was no installation of asphyxiating gas. 
His parting with his German hosts must have been both inttue.sting 
and amusing. 

Just a few more instances of gallantry and devotion to duty for 
their English officers may be quoted. At the first battle of Ypres the 
129th Baluchis came under heavy shell, machine gun, and rifle fire. 
Early in the advance. Captain Hampe Vincent, while gallantry leading 
his men, fell mortally wounded, the first officer in the Indian Corps to 
lose his life in the War in Europe. Lance-Naik Nek Ammalatoni went 
out alone and attended to him in the open under heavy fire. As he 
was un able to bring hjixn in singlehandod h(? returned to his company 
and with the aid of Sepoy Siid iy Khan he succeeded in carrying the 
officer bxek. The Indian Order of Merit was conferred on both these 
brave men. In the previous pages we have seen how Sepoy Khudadad 
won th * first Victoria Cross in the Indian Army. But in that signal 
act of bravery five other men were as.sociatcd, and they rather than 
retire died fighting at their post. Their names deserve to be 
recordivd. They were Havildar Ghulam Mahomed and Sepoys Lai 
Sher, S lid Ahmad. Kasib, and Lafar Khan. They received posthumous 
honours. The Havildar being awarded the Indian Order of Merit, 
and the Sepoys the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. In the 
battle of Givenchy, when the 129th displayed the greatest gallantry 
and sustained heavy losses. Lieutenant Browing, who commanded the 
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right sap, was wounded. Jaiiiadar Mir Badshah took overcharge and 
it was reported that had it not Ikmui for his splendid behaviour the 
whole party would have been loit. Sepoy Sahib .bin also showed 
great courage. On one occasion at a critical inoineiit he charged three 
Germans singlehanded and drove them back. The Indian Order of 
Merit was conferred on b(jth these brave soldiers. In the second 
battle of Ypres, at a vital moment, when the troops were labouring 
under the tortures of gas, Major Holebrook was wounded and lying in 
the open, Sepoy Ghulam Husain, attached from the J 24th Beluchis, 
dashed out and carri<‘(l him under fire to a saflu- p<jsition. He then 
collected a number of men and s(‘t them to work at a trench to form a 
sallying point. Ho was awarded the [ndian Distinguished Service 
Medal. 


6th Jat Light Infantry. 

According to the list of honours given in “With the Indians in 
France/’ by Sir James Willcocks, this regiment had to its credit two 
M. C.’s awarded to Jamadar Incha Ram and Likhi Ram, of whom 
mention has been m ide in the preceding pages. These were the two 
men who received the Order of British [ndia, and Havildar Jai Lai, 
who was associated with [ncha Ram, was awarded the Indian 
Order of Merit for his gallantry in close fighting. The Indian 
Distinguished Sm-vico Medal was conferred on 14 persons. Amongst 
these was Havildar Badlu, who i luring ihr trench warfare led the 
attack in the right sap, until lu* was seriously wounded, and Sepoy 
Rosal continually exp >sefl himself to fin* while* holding off the enemy. 
At the action of Festubert Jamadar Laklu Ram, Havildar Harpal, 
Lance-Naik Mam, and Sejioy Bhagmal receivod the same award for 
rushing on and carrying the company forward. 

loTH Ludhian.v Sikhs. 

Jamadar Bir Singh obtained tin* Military (h'oss as recited 
before, and to 5 men thr^ Indian Orchu* of Merit was awarded at llu^ 
second battle of Vpn's. Sepoy Bakshi Singh twice volunteered to 
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take messages over a space of some 1,500 yards, which was literally 
swept by fire. On both occasions he was successful aticl returned 
with tht‘ replies. He again distinguished himself by going out 
several times to repair the telephone wires which had been cut by 
shells. One of the most heroic episodes in the War is connected 
with the regiment. Lieutenant J. G. Smyth was ordered to take 
bombs and a bombing party to Captain Hyde-Cates over a distanc<‘ 
of 250 wirds of open ground exposed to the enemy’s fire. He ti>ok 
with him 10 volunteei*8, of whom four were of this regiment, four from 
the 10th Punjabis, and two from the 45th Sikhs. The party earritMi two 
boxe.s of b )mbs containing 48 each. The enemy’s fire was so sevei-e 
that they had to crawl, and took refuge in a small stream where the 
water reached chest high. Continuing their journey they ha<l tt» 
crawl over dead bodies, and by the time Lieutenant Smyth arrived 
within .‘10 yards of the destination he had only three men left. U[) 
to this p{>int the boxes had been pulled along by means of Pagris 
attached to them. Order was now given for the boxes to b(‘ oj>ened 
and for each man to carry two bombs in his hands. VV^hile opening 
a box another man was shot through the head and kilh‘d. There 
was nothing for it but to leave the bombs to be brought in after 
dark. Lieutenant Smyth and Lance-Naik Mangal Singh and one 
Sepoy managed by crawling through the mud and water to reach 
Captain Hyde-Cates’ trench. ’ The Victoria Cross was conferred on 
Lieutenant Smytht the Indian Order of Merit on Mangal Singli, 
while the remaining men received the Indian Distinguished S*‘rvi(.H* 
Medal. The other three belonging to this regiment were Sepoys Ijn! 
Singh, Sucha Singh, and Sainpuran Singh, while Seram Singh, 
Siiiuler Singh, Oanda Singh, and Sarnam Singh had been attached 
Irom the 19th Punjabis and Fateh Singh and Ugagan Singh from 
the 45th Sikh.s. 


.‘14th Sikh Pioneers. 

In this regiment the Indian rank and file cmTied oft for their 
services in France I Military Cross, 1 Order of British India, H 
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Indian Order of Merits of 2nd Class, 8 Indian Distinguished Service 
Medals, 1 Russian Medal of St. George, 3rd Class, and 1 of the 4th 
Class. Most of the distinctions were won at the action of Festiibert, 
though the 34th subsequently distinguished itself again at the battle 
of Givenchy and at the 2nd battle of Ypres. 

Subadar Natha Singh was near the machine gun, round which 
bombs fell fast, killing a number of men. He at once took charge and 
held his position against the enemy, who had broken in, until he was 
eventually forced to retire. This officer had previously distinguished 
himself on several occasions, and now received the Indian Order of 
Merit, 2nd Class. Havaldar Nikka Singh, when all the men of the 
machine gun team had been killed or wounded, carried the gun by 
himself under a withering fire back to the support trenches, for which 
act of bravery he also received the 2ud Class Indian Order of Merit. 

Captain Mackain was in command of the Company next to 
Subadar Natha Singh. Although already wounded in the head, he 
rushed through a storm of bombs to a traverse, over which he shot 
several of the enemy with his revolver, but was then killed by a bullet 
through the heurd, a splendid end to a very brave young officer, whose 
many good qualities had endeared him to all ranks in the regiment. 

Sepoys Ishar Singh, Sachittar Singh, and Kanhaya Singh at once 
caiTied him through the bursting bombs to a shelter. Of these three 
devoted soldiers, Ishar Singh was selected to receive the Indian 
Distinguished Service Medal. Lieut.-Col G. H. Killy then rallied a 
party of his men and headed a most gallant charge which, however, was 
foredoomed to failure, and the intrepid leader fell mortally wounded. 
Captain Mackain, whose splendid example was reflected in the spirit of 
the men under his command, was mentioned in despatches. Lance-Naik 
Tota Singh stuck to Captain Mackain to the very last and was 
killed by his side, after giving every proof of his fidelity and valour, 
for which he was posthumously awarded the Indian Order of Merit. 
Sepoy Katha Singh, Captain Mackains orderly^ was severely injured 
by the same bomb which inflicted the firat wound on his officer but he 
refused to leave until ordered back to the aid post. He received the 
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Indian Distinguished Service Medal. Havaldar (/hanba Singh, 
Havaldar Narayan Singh, and Sepf)y Teja Singh (the latter already 
wounded) held on to their position. When the enemy entered the 
trench they blocked up the traverse and fired through loopholes in it 
until, after Narayan Singh had been wounded, they wen' ordered 
to retire. Narayan Singh was again, an<l this time mortally, wounded 
while being carried to the aid post ; his bravery was recognized by the' 
awanl of the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. Subadar Sant 
Singh rallied his half company and held them in position when the 
enemy br(»ke in. He behaved with great courage; in our subseepu'nt 
counter-attack in which he was wi>unded. He reci'ived the Military 
Cross. Naik Bir Singh held on to the traveme nearest to the enemy, 
and kept up a rapid fire until h4* was shot through the face : he was 
awarded the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. During this attack, 
the building in which the rt'giinental aid post was ('stablished, came 
under heavy shell fire, the house being repeatedly struck. Sub- Assistant 
Surgeon Harnam Singh and Havildar Pala Singh, who was the 
hospital Havildar, removed all the woumled, the stretcher-b(‘ar(*!*s 
being away near the firing line, aiul carried them into siih'ty along the 
road which was being shelled. These two men were awarfled the 
Indian Oixler of Merit, 2nd Class, Later on Subadar Natha Singh 
again distinguishe(j himself by getting into the enemy ’s trench on th(' 
left with only twenty-six men. The Commanding ()ffici*r reported 
that his conduct during tin; whole of these* operati^ms was an 
exceptional examph' of the highest courage and co<)lm»ss. For this he 
rcceivefi a further distinction in the shape of the Ord(*r of British 
India, 2iid Class. 


4()th Path a n s. 

This regiment rimdered a go<».l account of itself at the second batth* 
of Ypres, and sustained heavy (jHsiial ties. On crossing the fn*st ri(lg<' 
it came under a terrihje firt*. Men fell in heaps, and the effect of this 
timiadi) of bullets was compared by an officer who went through it t<» 
that of a scythe being drawn acros.s the legs of the troops as they 
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advaaced. The machine gnus were left behind as those carrying them 
were mown down. Sepoy Muktiam, undeterred by the fate of his 
comrades, volunteered to bring up one of tlie guns and succeeded in 
crossing the 250 yards ofopen ground swept by enfilading machine gun 
fire, and with the help of Sepoy Haider Ali brought back one of the 
guns. He was awarded the Russian Medal of St. George, 4th Class, while 
his companion received the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 

During the latter part of the attack, Jamadar Lehna Singh 
dispLiyeil greit eoolness and courage in bringing his support u]j 
through th(' front line and held a position with wonderful tenacity 
under h(‘ivy fire at close range. He received the 2nd Class Indian 
Order of Mei it. Sub idar Jehandid Khan also did splendid service in 
rc'orgauizing and leading the men of a support which had lost very 
heavily from shell fire. He also received the same distinction, though 
ht‘ was unfortunately killed. Two other recipients of honours were 
Havildai* Abbas Khan, who w<ui the Indian Order of Merit, 2nd Class, 
and ( A)linir-Havildar Shiraz the Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 
The Fathans recorded a casualt^y list-of 32D of all ranks. 

41st Dogras. 

These for the first seven months were engaged mostly in trench 
warfare, though taking a part in the 1st battle of Ypres, in the action 
of Festubert and in the battle of Givenchy. But it was at the battle 
of Festubert they distinguished themselves under the leadei'ship of 
their British Offi'^ers, and earned for themselves a lasting reputation. 
Their casualties were 401 out of 045 engaged. Subadar Jai Singh 
(37th Dogras attached) who found himself the only living officer, 
Britisli or Indian, of the remnants of two companies who had led an 
attack, took over the command, and for the gallantry displayed by him 
received the Russian Cross of the Order of St. George, 3rd Class. 
The other decorations granted were the (3rder of British Imlia to 
Suba<lar .Mehr Singh and Subadar Sundar Singh, the Order of Indian 
Merit to Havildar Gujar Singh (33th Dogras attached) aiul tin* Indian 
Distinguished Si*rvice Medal to f) non-eommissiom‘d otfii*.ers and men. 
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47th Sikhs. 

These were raised in 1901, and had no battle honours on their 
colours, but at one stretch they raised a magnificent record in the 
European War, by the part they took in the attack on Neuve Chapelle, 
in the battle of Givenchy, in the battle of Neuve Chapelle, and in the 
second battle of Ypres. In the last engagement they were specially 
commended by General Sir Horace Smith Dorien, Commanding the 
2nd Army. When going into action there were 11 British and 10 
Indian Officers and 432 other ranks. On a musUu* being taken after 
the fight it was found they had lost 9 British and K Indian officers and 
831 other ranks, or 78pei cent. They placed to their credit no less 
than 27 distinctions. Subadar Thakur Singh obtained the Military 
Cross and Subad ir Saudagar Singh the Order of British India, 2nd 
Class, with title of Bahadur, while to 11 officers ami men was awarded 
the Indian Order of Merit, 2nd Class, and to 18 the Indian Distinguished 
Service Medal. Havildar Lachman Singh and Jamadar Mota Singh 
won the Russian Cross of the Order of St. George, 3rd and 4th Class, 
respectively. At the battle of Neuve Chapelle Subadar Harnam 
Singh was killed while leading his half company. His bravery was 
most conspicuous throughout the campaign, and had won for him the 
Order of Merit at Festubert in December, 1914, in which action his 
only son was killed. The Subadar, after his death, was granted the 
Order of British India, 2nd Class. During the advance a wounded 
man was seen to be lying out in a most exposed position. For their 
efforts to rescue him during a heavy machine gun fire from both Hanks 
Havildar Gajjan Singh and Sepoy Rur Singh received the 2nd Class 
Indian Order of Merit. 


58th (Vaughan's) Rifles. 

The 38 distinctions won by Indian soldiers in this regiment bear 
eloquent testimony to the brilliant part played by it in active service 
in France. These consisted of Military Cross, 2; Order of British 
India, 2nd Class, with title of Bahadur, 2 ; Indian Order of Merit, 1st 
Class, 1; Indian Order of Merit, 2nd Class, 12; Indian Distinguished 
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Service Medal, 18; Russian Cross of the Order of St. George, 4th 
Class, 1; Russian Medal of St. George, 3rd and 4th Class, 1 each. . In 
the action at Festubert Lieutenant Reilly had been killed in a gallant 
and successful attempt to cany bombs and ammunition up to the firing 
line. Havildar Hawinda immediately took out a party under very 
heavy fire and brought his body in,* having already rescued a mortally 
wounded Havildar. He received the Indian Distinguished Service 
Medal and later in the War, having frequently shown marked courage, 
he was awarded the Military Cross. Captain Baldwin having been 
killed, the command of the company devolved on Havildar Indar Singh, 
who held the position against heavy assaults until relieved next 
morning, for which he was promoted to Jamadar and later received the 
Militarj" Cross. Previous to this, while occupying the trenches, Havildar 
Karain Singh gained the 2nd Class Indian Order of Merit by his 
fine display of endurance and pluck in continuing to command his men, 
although dangerously wounded. Amongst the other engagements in 
which this regiment took an active part were the battle of Givenchy 
when it was specially commended, the battle of Festubert and the 
battle of Loos, in each of which its casualties were heavy. 

89th Punjabis. 

This regiment was raised in 1798 as the third battalion of Madras 
Native Infantry and in 1903 received its present title. It served in 
six different theatres of War, and one Sheikh Shahamand Khan won 
the Victoria Cross in Mesopotamia. It was on the 4th June, 1915, 
that the 89th arrived in France to take the place of the 9th Bhopals 
and was posted to the Ferozepore Brigade. It took part in no 
engagements, but for all that was able to place to its credit the Indian 
Order of Merit, 2nd Class, 4; and the Indian Distinguished Service 
Medal, 5. 


107th Pioneers. 

This regiment took part in trench warfare, in the action of 
Festubert, and in the battle of Givenchy, Neuve Chapelle and Festubert, 
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It was ablo to place to the credit the Oixie.* of British India, 2; the 
Indian Order of Merit, 2nd Class, 2; the Indian Distinguished Service 
Medal, 7 ; and the Russian Cross of the Order of St. George, 4th Class; 
1. It was at the action of Festuhert that Subadar- Ma jor Labh Singh, 
Suba(iar Hashniat Dad Khan, and Havildar Bhagat Singh were 
awarded the Indian Distinguished Service Medals 

There is ample material in hand to give further instances of 
conspicuous bravery and hair-breadth escapes, but want of space will 
not permit it. An important matter, however, yet remains to be 
dealt wdth, and that is the number of casualties sustained by the 
Punjab. Full details relating to th(‘ whole of India have been 
published, but in this volume we are concerned mainly with tin* 
Punjab. Fortunately, thanks to the courtesy of Mr. Leigh, the 
requisite information is available, and what follows consists of extracts 
from the MS. placed at our disposal by him. The numbei* of fatal 
casualties for the whole of India in respect to the 1,401,000 men that 
were engaged in fighting in the various theatres of War was 37,237, 
or nearly 2*6 per cent, of the total. Of these the Punjab lost 12,494 
or nearly one-third of the men killed. But the Gurkhas are included 
in the total figures for India and their casualties were particularly 
heavy. In proportion to its male population, the Punjab lost (1 
times as heavily as the rest of India, including the Gurkhas. The 
loss of the British districts^ w^is 11,208 and that of the Native vStates 
1,286. The little State of Chamba suffered most heavily in 
proportion to the number engaged. Of the British Distri.-ts, Kangra 
fared the worst. Hoshiyarpur, Mianwodi, Rawalpindi, Ludhiana, 
Jhind State, Jidlunder, Amritsar, Ambala, and Ijahore all lost more 
tlian 3% of their army men. In actual numbei*s, and in proportion 
to the popidation, Rawalpindi lost by far the most heavily and 
Jhelum comes second in both respects. 

Of the minor casualties details are not forthcoming, but if it be 
presumed that the Punjab suffered at least in the .same proportion as 
the total for the whole Indian Army, this would make the Punjab’s 
share to be, missing, 1,083; wounded, 20,536; prisoner’s, 2,562; 
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presumed prisoners, 5(jl ; total 24,742. The t<ital casualty list 
therefore amounts to something over 37,500, of which a third were 
fatal. This takes no account of the British officers. So heavy were 
the ctisiuiities that Sir James Willcocks gives a curious account of 
the composition of some of the Punjab regiments which had been in 
the thick of the fight. The 57th Rifles, about the end of May, 1916, 
was made up from six difterent units — total strength, 445, the 120th 
Baluchis, of seven different units — total strength 203 rifles. He 
recommended that the 57th and 59th Rifles should be combined, the 
total strength of the latter then being 271 rifles with seven officers 
all told. The loth Sikhs, with a total strength of 250, was suggested 
for combination with the 47th Sikhs ; the two battalions would then 
have numbered 701. In the 0th Jats only 100 of the original 
battalion remained. By September, Col. Merewether writes, the 
47th Sikhs had no British or Indian officers, and it is impossible 
within the short compass of this Chapter to give any details of the 
actual fighting done by the Indian Expeditionary Corps, but further 
on a few extracts will be (pioted which. will indicate the estimation of 
those in authority of the services rendered by it. But before doing 
this, in all fairness, it is necessary to point out some of the serious 
drawbacks and disadvantages under which the Indian Army had to 
labour. Though forming a separate unit under the command of Sir 
James Willcocks, as a matter of fact, soon after its arrival, it was 
split up and scattered in difterent directions, much to his annoyance 
and sometimes in spite of his protests. In the book written by him 
he gives an extract from his diary, dated the 29th October 1914: — 

“ Where is my Lahore Division ? 

Sirhind Brigade. Detained in Egypt. 

Ferozepore Brigade. Somewhere in the north, split up into 
three or four lots. 

Jullundher Brigade. Manchesters gone south to 5th Division 
(this disposes of the only British unit). 

47th Sikhs. Half fighting with some British Division, half 
somewhere else. 
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59th and 15th Sikhs. In trenches. Two companies of Sappers 
and Miners fighting as Infantry with a British Division. 

Division Headquarters. Somewhere ? 

Thank heaven the Meerut Division will get a better chance.” 

The casualties in the Indian Expeditioiuiry Force, especially 
amongst the British officers, were very heavy, considering they were 
engaged in most of the engagements in France and Belgium and had 
to take, it is said, more than their share of holding the trenches, under 
the inexorable demands of necessity. To take as an instance two 
battalions. The 59th Rifles landed in France in 1914 witK a 
strength of 18 British, 18 Indian officers, and 810 other ranks. By the 
commencement of November, 1915, no British, only 4 Indian officers 
and 75 men were serving with the battalion who had not been 
absent through wounds and sickness for over ten days. The 47th Sikhs 
had no British or Indian officers and only 28 men left. The first 
appearance of the Corps on the front line was on the 22nd October, 1914. 

Within five weeks the casualties in the Indian units alone 
amounted to 133 British and 95 Indian officers and 4,735 other ranks. 
‘‘ It soon happened,” writes Colonel Merewether, in the Indian Corps 
in France, “ that many battalions lost every officer who in far away 
India had instructed them in the Military art, and who, in the eyes 
of the Indian troops, were all that remained to remind them, with 
familiar authority, of their honour and their duty. Every ingenuity was 
exhausted by the authorities to supply new officers and men. But it 
was not possible fco keep pace with the losses. Men of the Military 
Police Corps and of the local troops of Indian States were included in 
the new drafts, and for one reason or other were found useless It is 
related of a draft of men which arrived at Marseilles in December, 
1914, some were declared unfit on medical grounds, other by reason of 
age, weakness and miserable physique, and others again for lack of 
training, being recruits under 6 months* service, who had not fired 
a musketry coui'se. In the course of the inspection, one aged man 
was asked if he felt keen and fit. He replied that when he left 
Bombay, by the mercy of God, he had one upper tooth left. Putting 
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his fingers in his mouth, ho removed the one tooth and presented it 
for examination. That Sir John French should havi* protested against 
such reinforcements being sent is nothing to be wondered at. To 
supply the deficit of officers in Indian Regiments the Indian Army 
Reserve of Officei*s was started, who, in spite of personal gallantry, 
lacked experience and trainingand frequently knowledge of thelanguagi- 
spoken in the regiment. According to the highest authorities the 
system failed completely, due to the material that was provided being 
taken fi*om all ranks of society and from every possible profe.ssion 
and trade and some times of no occupation in life. The best men 
were drafted into the regular Army and as to a great many who wen* 
demobilized after the War, some resumed their original employment 
and of the others the least said the better.'’ 

As to the rank and file this is what General Willeocks says : — 
“ Whilst the British Forces were daily improving in man-power, we 
were going down-hill; whilst the type of British recruit was daily getting 
better and the best manhood of these islands w'as gradually being 
drafted into their ranks, ours were deteriorating. Whilst in England 
the whole country was watching and encouraging her men to join up, 
India was kept in the dark regarding the doings of her soldiers and 
we had to take whatever was sent us. The whole conditions wen* 
different. When the Indian E.xpedit ionary Force left France it 
was ti’ansfonned beyond recognition. The officer's who went with it 
were either killed or invalided, and the same was the case with tin* 
bulk of tin* rank and file. ” Colonel Merewether writes: “About 
I wenty-tour thousand men formed the two divisions which landetl at 
Marseilh^. In less than a year more than thirty thousand drafts 
w(*re sent from India to replace casualties. In other wonls, in about 
eight months six thousand more troops were despatched, fi)r tin* 
single purpose of replacing the killed, the wounded, and the sick than 
the foix^e contained when it landed. And the Corps, the original 
[)ersonnel of which had been so comple.tely wiped out, was afterwai'tis 
.sent to Mesopotamia, where it added, if possible, to its glory, and 
made further and bitter sacrifices in health and life. ” 
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Sir JrtiiuNs Willcofks brings to light luiothcr serious hardship 
to which tho Indian (^>rps was subjectod. The British and French 
units were being relieved from time to time as necessity arose. Tt 
was easy to do this as reinforcements were close at hand. But the 
reinforcements (tf the Indian Army had to come from a distance of 
(),000 miles. Meanwhih^ he pointed out, one Brigade would have 
forty-five days and all the others thirty-five days actually in, or in 
support of, the trenches, with only scraps of such rest as could be 
arranged. He, therefore, asked that a complete rest of a few days be 
given when tln^ nunforctunents arrivc^d. Not only was this reasonable 
reqiK'st refused by (leneral Headquarters, but the Indian Corps had 
to hold on its line for twenty-four days longer, becoming less daily in 
number and becoming cvontually too weak for its task. And to make 
matters worse, when the reinforcements did arrive, Sir Janu's 
Willcocks was ordered to further extend his front to includ(‘ Givenchy 
and up to La Bassee-Bethune Road. Coinnuuit on this is superfluous. 

In the circumstances narrates! above, a etu’tain amount of 
(lt‘terioration and loss of month* was imwitabli*, but that, in spite of 
this, the Indian troops iHUKltTcd a good uecount of themselves, 
especially in the early stages of the War, is i‘vident by the tributes 
paid to them by thos.* in authority. After the battle of Neuv(* 
Chapidle Field Marshal Sir John French, (^unmanding the British 
Army in Franci*, sertt a win» to Sir James Willcocks : “ Please 
congratulate your Indian troo])s on thtur gcdlant conduct and express 
my gi-atitiide to them.” And again after tln' battle of Givenchy : “ Th(' 
Indian troops have fought with the greatest steadfastness and gallantr} 
whenever they have been called upon.” And his farewell orders, 
when the Indian Corps was leaving Franc^^, bears testimony to the 
fact that “ they had shown most praiseworthy courage under novel and 
trying conditions, both of climate and of fighting, and have not only 
upheld, but a<lrled to the good name of the Army they represent.” 
And in his l).).>k “ 1914, ” Lord French writes: “Much has been 
said and writtcui about the work of the Indian troops in France, and 
various opinions have been expresse<l. For my part I (?aii only say 
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that, as long as they were under iny comuiAiid, they maintained ami 
probably surpassed even the magnificent traditions of the Indian 
Army.” In a telegram to Sir John French, Lord Rohto ts, than whom 
there can be no better judge, expressed his high appreciation of the 
“ magnificent gallantry displayed by all ranks, British and Indian.” 
And it was amongst the troops he loved so well that he spent his 
last hours on the field of battle, and whiuj he had pas.sed away a 
guard of Indian soldiers watched over the hoiist* where i*ested his 
body.” And lastly the King-Emperor, whcm he visited the Indian 
Army Corps in France, encouraged them with thes»‘ inspiring words: 
" More than a year ago I summoned you from India to fight for the 
safety of mv Empire, ddie confidence which 1 then expressed in yoiii’ 
sense of duty, your courage and your chivalry you have since then 
nobly justified.” 
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RECRUITING. 

Statistu\s ai*(‘ UHually dry and uiiinto]H‘Hting, hut as rogards t lu- 
etforts made by India in the supply <d' man-power it is impossible to 
withhold a tribute of admiration at the wmidi*rful results that were 
obtained under a system of reeniitmeiit, the voluntary naturt* of wliich 
was but slightly departed from by Gi»\<*rnment. I'^his departure by 
no means implied compulsion and was et»nfine<l to spi*eehes at 
public meeting's and jicmonal and peaceful }>ersuasion. In no case 
was compulsion of any nature resorted to by Government. 'I'he 
desirability of conscription was discussed, but it was iievi i* put into 
operation. Sir Michael OTIwyer in his address at the University 
Hall, I-iahore, on the 4th May, 1918, stated: “Tht‘ contingency of 
failure of the voluntary system in certain areas is tinu'e, and it would 
be cowardice not to face it. 1 believe that, in the Punjab at any 
rate, there is now a strong feeling in favour of sonie form of eon.scriptitm 
to raise the ueces.sary (quotas both within the pi'o\ ince and as between 
the various provinces, the taking for instance of om* tit man in ten 
or fifteen or twenty by lot with the option of some pecuniary forfeit 
to be paid to the State. The decision, of coui*se, rests in other hands.’’ 
This decision was never arrived at, and in princi])le the voluntary 
system was never departed from. 

During the first half of the War the old method of recruitment 
was maintained, wherein men of a certain class, such as Sikhs, Jats, 
Dogras, and Punjabi Mussalinans were enrolled by recruiting oflicei-s 
stationed at Cantonment stations, each dealing with that particular 
class with which he was concerned. 'Phis had the ilrawback of excluding 
otherclassesandcastes, not usually reckoned amongst the martial races 
or whose exclusion wasconsidored desirable for some s^Hicial reason. Thus 
no room could be found fi)r the Saiyads and Quemishis and for men of 
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the artizaii c*laHst*s aad for certain rcMpectable agricultural tribes. 
Apart from this, the fighting races are located in particular districts, 
with th^‘ result that these were ])ri‘ttv well ta])ped, while even the 
fringe of others had mUi been touched. In the r(‘cruiting Darbars hehl 
bv Sir Michael O’ Dwyer excuses were sometimes put forward by fairly 
popuhais districts, where, recruitment had been a practical failure, that 
thev had no martial record, and that ser\ict» in the army had not been 
resortcMl to by th(‘ peo])le for a living. It was also felt that the demand 
for tnn)ps was so largcdy bt*ing in<*n‘ased as th<* War went on that it 
was unfair to the military authorities to throw the whole burden of 
meeting tin* supply on them. With the opening of the yi‘ar 1017 the 
“class” system of n'cruitment was, ther< ‘fore, replaced by something of 
the nature of “‘territorial.’’ Kach division in the Punjab was allotted 
a divisional Recruiting ()ftiet*r, whilst to each suitable distri(‘t an 
Assistant Recruiting Officer was attache<l, who was in most cases tabui 
from the ranks of the Oivil Officials. In the middh* of the year a 
further development took jdace in that the control of recruiting 
was definitely hand(‘d over to the C^ivil authorities. A Proviiu‘ial 
Recruiting Board was a[)poinU‘d, which had for its Presid(*nt tin* 
Lieuteiuint-(h)V(‘rnor, and for its r.r-nflino memb(*rs a Financial 
Commissioner, the Additional Secretary t<^ tht* (}<>v(*rnm(‘nt, and all 
(^immissioriers of Divisions and Divisional R(‘cruiting ()fti<‘(‘]s and 
the following Indians : 

The Hon’ble Sardar Bahadur Oaj jan Singh of Ludhiana. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Malik Mahomed Amin Khan of 
Shamsabad. 

The Hon’bh* Rai Bahadur Chowflhi N LaJ Khan of Rohtak. 

The Hon’bh* Khan Bahadur Sayy(*d M(ihdi Khan ofdejra. 

(^olonel Malik Sir Umar Hayat Khan, Tiwana, k.(M.k., of Kaiza. 

Sardar Raghubir Singh, Sindhauwala, (>1' Raja Sansa. 

To this Boai’d was entrusted the task of making i-ecruitm(*nt 
allotments over the whole Province ami distributing the number of 
men required from (!aeh division and each distiict. The districts had 
their OAvn Kccruitirig Board, w^hich adopt(‘d the village quota system 
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of supplying remiits. wero foruiod in iinportanl ( (‘litivs, 

and in consultation with them the district autlmritii's spread the 
general demand (U'er the various Tehsils, tribes, and villag(‘s, which 
were left to adopt the methods they considered e(pii table to give*, the 
recpiircMl number of nna-uits from their population. 

To encourage the efforts <d Recruiting Officers and other agiaicies, 
inducements w^ere ottered on a large scale in the shape of titles, /7///A/Av, 
rewards of gifts of land, of svvonls of honour, of guns, watches, and other 
articles, and -w/z/o/v to those who had reud(u*ed meritorious service in 
the enlistment of recruits. Remissions of land r(‘V(*nue wen* granted 
to villages \vh(‘re tin* working adult population had been reduced by 
the hearty response math* by th(‘m to the dt‘mand foi* men foi* military 
stuvici*. But, in spite of all this, tin*, returns sent in by certain districts 
were \ery <lisappointing. Thus in Multan the total numbt*r of recruits 
<liiring tlu* last six months of 1917 were only W, and even these were 
stated by the (Commissioner to be men of a low status who had been 
])aid or (joerced by private parties into joining the colours, and a good 
many of them deserted at the first opportunity the} could g(*t. A 
similar comment was made as reganls Muz/affargarh, which, during 
the same peri<Kl, gave ‘^87 men, while .Jhaug gave no more than d()(i 
recruits. 'Inhere were some tribes who could by no means be induced 
to enlist, such as the Bachadas, Baishnois and Uaiir Ibahinans, of wdiom 
Mr. Casson, the (Coinmissionm' of the .Vmballa Division, said tht'V 
resorted to the not unnatural expedient of subscribing large sums to 
be given to young men to induce them to enlist, th(* price of a recruit 
ranging from lls. 500 to Rs. 1,000. In very many instances the efforts 
of Recruiting Officers were thwarted by an organized and forcible 
resistance, which led tt) the prosecution of a large nund)i*r of rioters, 
and in oiu* case in the Shahpur District a Tehsiidar was set upon 
and clubbed to death and then ])ut into his own carriage which was 
set fire to. 

On the whole the introductimi of the new system gave acoiisiderable 
impetus to recruitnumt, in si» far, that during the last six months of 
the year 1917, the Broviuciul total, according to the Central Recruiting 
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Board, wjis 61,7ld as rompared with a total of 29,738 for the first six 
months of the year, ft is estimated that on January 1st, 1918, thero 
wore 251,230 Punjabis with the Army (apart from Iniperial Service 
Troo])s): of these 230,231 came frt>m British districts and 21,005 from 
Native States. But the first six months of the year 1918 were the 
darkest in the liistory <»f the War, when Russia having collapsed and 
having made peace with the Huns it had entered the minds of the 
ruthl(‘ss Cerman to und(Mtak(‘ an invasion of India. A reference to this 
has bt*en made above, and as a r(‘sult of the apj)eal made by the Prime 
Minister of England to th(‘ Viceroy of India more strenuous efforts at 
recruiting wen* made, so that the totals for the fivt- months ending 
31st Mfiy amouiite<f to 02,483, wdiieh from that date up to November, 
when the Armistice w^as declared, mounted up to 88,413. The result 
on the wdiole was most gratifying to the Punjab, for on th<‘ 31st 
Novembt'r, 1918, it had in the Indian Army, including Imperial 
S(‘rvic(‘ 'Proops, a total of 413,007 men. 

The following table* taken from the MS. kindly supplie<l by 
Mr. I.K‘igh is of interest as showing how the Punjab compares with the* 
(Jnitfid Kingdom on the one ha ml and the rest of India on the other. 
The Rawalpindi Division mobilized one man in 13 and the Rawalpindi 
District one man in 8 ; 


Connfn/. 

Tohll IHil/r 

:\W. 

Rf^prt^wnfiufjf 


fKlfHlhltioi). 

iiinhilizeil. 

oih* tiiiin out nf 

United Kingdom 

... 22,700.000 

(1,154,000 

3i 

Punjab Districts 

... 10, 992, 000 

(515,000 

2() 

Native States 

.. 2,323,000 

(55,000 

339 

'Potal . 

.. 1 3, 3 Jo, 000 

480,000 

28 

The Rest of India 

.. 147,000,000 

921,000 

159 


Under the new system that was introduced it frequently happened 
that not only the number of in(‘n that were a^sked for were given by the 
villages blit many more. A|)ai t from this, various deviires were adopted 
attract recruits, w-hich wjw all the more necessary amongst those 
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bribes which had formerly no connection with the Army. In the 
Hissar District, for instance, Mr. Osborne, the Deputy Commissioner, 
was constantly thinking of some new expedient to make service more 
atti*active. His successor, Mr. Latifi, made use of popular singers to 
great advantage. Recruiting songs became popular in ihe countryside, 
young men attended recruiting meetings in hundreds, secure in 
the knowledge that they were perfectly free to act as they pleased. 
These young men might themselves be heard singing the songs which 
they had picked up at recruiting meetings. Music at all times had a 
strong influence on the people, and under its influence many a wavering 
youth made up his mind to enlist. But a triumph worth recording 
was the enrolment of men drawn from classes and tribes that, 
heretofore, were reckoned as having no martial instinct and as being 
outside the pale of those from whom st>ldiei*s were usually drawn. A 
battalion of Punjabi Christians, most of whom were monbers of the 
depressed cla.S8es, was raised from the Christians of Gurdaspur, Sialkot, 
Gujranwala, and Lyallpore, and, as a matter of fact, a largi* body of 
Christians was scattered iaSikh regiments having enlisted fi.s M.iichabi 
Sikhs. Before the War the Aheris of the Hissar District were known 
only as disturbers of peace and security. An opening was given to them 
for an honourable career in the Army. They seized the opportunity to 
redeem their name, and enlisted a contingent of 558 men or one in ten 
of their total male population. The Bauds, another tribe previously 
held in low estimation, following the footsteps of their brethren in 
Ferozepore, have recruited one in every twelve. During the course of 
the War 2,086 men volunteered for service in the army; half of them 
08 combatants. 

From the point of view of reclamation the European War was by 
no means an unmixed evil. Convicts who would ordinarily have 
served their sentences in the Jails, and oji their release would 
probably have relapsed into crime, were able not only to receive a 
remission of their punishment but to render good service to their 
country, besides having an innocent career opened out to them. To 
meet a shortage of lamur in Mesopotamia, the Jails were indented 
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upon. A sweeper corps of 391 convicts was dispatched in June, and 
in October a labour corps of 1,179 and a porter cor])s of 872. Th<5se 
men were all kept up to their full strength during the. War, the total 
number of ])risoners that were thus utilized mounting up to no less 
than 5,510. The l^uijab also supplied 200 convicts to fill up the unit 
of another province. We shall see further on how the Jails w(*re able 
to supplement thi‘ supply of labour at home. 

From tlu‘ criminals to the police is an easy transition. The 
demand of ti'oo])s for foreign service was so gi'eat that it produced a 
considerabl(‘ shortage in the uuinbtT of men required for internal 
defence. To makt' up the deficiency th(^ expedient Wfis resorted to 
of indenting on the police. A special training was given to them at 
Phillaur. Three battalions were raised in 1914, and rendered a good 
account of themselves during the devolutionary op(u*ations calltal the 
the jungli riots, and the Mari rising. About the middle of 
1918 it was under contemplation to raise two police battalions, one 
for general military service and the other for garrison duty in India and 
on the Fnmtier. Tin; call for volunteers was respomled to by 3,101 
members of the force who were enrolled in the 1st and 2nd battalions of 
the 132nd (Punjabi Police) Regiment. The 1st battalion was actually 
under orders for foreign service when the Armistice was sign(‘d. It 
had tor its officers Messrs. Iremonger and Mercer and 12 Sub-Inspectors, 
who received commissions. Apart from these, 30 police offi(HM-s took 
military commissions and 11 nori-gazetted officers were employed as 
warrant officers in the Supply and Transport Corps. 

Necessity is the mother of invention. Under the stress of 
necessity various expedients were resorted to for the purpose of 
obtaining recruits. It was impos.sible to ignore the fact that, whilst 
the village people, taken as a whole, were displaying considerable 
activity in supplying the needs of the Army, the towns exhibited an 
almost total indifference in respect to it. To stimulate a proper 
spirit amongst them it was decided to proceed from the highei- 
classes. Volunteers were called for from the University students in 
imitation of the example set by the Universities of Oxford and 
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Carnbridgft. The result was disappointing, for, while the men at the 
English Universities knew it was a question of life and death for 
their eountuy, th(* same seiitiimmt did not appeal to the Indian 
students. Only about a hundred enrolled, and formed the Signal 
Company, whieh rtmdere/l good service in various arenas of the War. 
Nor was the Indian Defenci^ Force mort* successful. Service in it 
was confined to protecting the internal security of the country. 
About 100 member^ of the Chief Court bar came forward to offer 
theii- s<rvic(\s, and the total number of persons that were enrolled 
was ()8K, of whom 140 were called up for training. On the other 
hand, so far as the Europeans and Anglo-Indians wen*, concerned, 
service for them was made compulsory in 1917, and they manned the 
otli Punjab Light Horse, the »Srd Punjab Rifles, the 4thSimla Rifles, and 
the 1st and 2n(l battalions of the 24th North-Western Railway Rifles. 
Soim^ of thes<* were called up for general service and concentrated 
at Poona for some weeks just before the Armistice was declared. It 
is a curious fact that the Indian Schools did much better than the 
University. The total number of staff and pupils was 410,840, and out 
of these 7,594 enlisted, while 2,785 other recruits were also obtained by 
their eftorts. The Education Department surrendered five gazetted 
and twenty-seven non-gaze tted officers for military or other work. 

It was to the Punjah the Government looked, and looked with 
(M)nfideiice, for the supply of the bulk of the fighting men. This 
confidence was not misplaced. The annals of recruitment are replete 
with incidents indicative of tlie enthusiasm and devotion of the 
martial races for the rulers of the land and of the unselfish and patriotic 
spirit of the mothers who cheerfully encouraged their sons to keep up 
the family reputation for heroic deeds. There was ample justification 
of the gracious words of Ht;! Majesty the Queen-Empress in which she 
said; “I have heard of letters from Indian women to husbands, sons 
and brothers with the forces abroad, exhorting them to be brave in 
battle, stout-hearted in advei'sit}^ faithful to their country and throne 
to the point of death. The history of India is full of the heroism and 
courage of its women in the past. The War has shown that their 



CHAPTER III 


6t 

spirit is unabated.” Very early in the War the women came forward, 
as did their sistei^ in England, to work in the fields, thus releasing 
the men for active service. Musammat Karian, widow of Bhura, Jat 
of Makrauli Kalan, in Rohtak Tehsil, enlisted her only son in the 26th 
Jats, and in the presence of the commanding officer delivered a speech 
to the regiment exhorting the men to display the Khsatriya spirit in 
the battlefield. Musammat Hako, of village Rupo Chaki in Sialkot, 
enlisted two sons in the army, and when one was wounded made good 
the deficit by enrolling her remaining son. In Jhelum, Musammats 
Mughlani of Raipur, Sharkan of Murid, Miran of Sathal, and Padshahi 
of Sulhal, each enlisted her three sons. Musammat Rakki of Tatral 
enlisted four, and Musammat Bharai of Jabaipore five. Musammat 
Bhag Bheri, a weaver woman of Dalmal, gave both her sons and lost 
them both on the Front. In Shahpur two A wan widows (Musammats 
Bharai and Jawai) of the Mirzal family of Kabakki enlisted four and two 
sons, respectively. Each of these showed a patriotic and heroic spirit, 
but their achievements are thrown in the shade by a Brahman widow, 
Lai Devi of Nark in Rawalpindi, who had no less than six sons 
enrolled, of whom one was wounded and another, Jamadar Hira Nand, 
after serving with distinction in Egypt, France, and Gallipoli, was 
killed at Aden, On the 29th October, 1917, the Lieutenant-Governor 
distributed at Camj)bellpur mnads and khi/laU to a Mahomedaii 
widow who had given all three sons to the army and lost two of 
them, and to a Hindu widow who had sent her four sons to fight. 

A few examples cited at random will indicate the patriotism with 
which the men of the Punjab were actuated. The Thakur of Lahoul 
in the Eangra district raised 120 men among the sparse population of 
those snowy wastes for service under himself in the swamps of 
Mesopotamia. Sardar Bahadur Raghbir Singh of Ludhiana was not 
only a zealous member of the Recruiting Committee but set a fine 
example by withdrawing his son from the Chiefs' College to enlist 
him as a mcar in the Cavalry, where in a short time he won rapid 
promotion to the post of Jamadar. Subadar- Major Mana Khan of 
Dbanial in the Rawalpindi District has to his credit 80 military 
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commissions in bis family, a record which it would be hard to beat 
anywhere, Khan Sahib Malik Akbar Khan of Pindigheb came 
forward to lead personally one of the new companies that was raised 
in that Tehsil. The Tiwana family of Shahpur especially distinguished 
themselves. Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan, Tiwana, served with 
distinction in France and gained by his services one of the first nine 
King's Commissions recently granted to Indian gentlemen. Nawab 
Khuda Baksh Khan and Nawab Captain Mubarriz Khan nobly 
maintained the high traditions of the famous Tiwana clan. Malik 
Mahomed Munit Khan, Tiwana, of Lyallpur, enlisted as a sepoy in 
the Punjab University Signalling section. For his gallantry in the 
field he was soon promoted to be Jamadar and later on received 
a temporary King's Commission. Mr. Leigh also mentions the Mahl 
and Waddhai families of Shahpur as being specially notable both for 
the numbers of men that enlisted as also for those who secured 
commissions, and the same may be said of the Sarganni Belochis of 
Jarnail. Special mention will be made of the ruling princes, but 
amongst the minor chiefs who distinguished themselves in utilizing 
their position and prestige to obtain recruits were the Rajas of 
Lambragaon, Guler, and KuUehr in District Kangra ; the Sardars of 
Maloudh, Pakhoke, Ladhrau, and Bagarian in Ludhiana; Jhubal, 
Rajasansi, and Amritsar in Amritsar and of Shahzadpur, Buria, and 
Mustafabad, and the Nawab of Kunjpura in Karnal. 

Those in a humbler position have furnished equally fine examples 
of responding to the call of patriotism. From the Guzrat District 
Arur Singh, Lahana, of Bakrala, enlisted all of his six sons in the army. 
Bisakha Singh Lahana, of Killa Sura Singh, enlisted all his four sons. 
In the Jhelum District Fawaya Gufar, of Chakwal Tehsil, enlisted 
all his four sons, and Fatta, of Bharpur, the same number. Shah Nawaz 
of Watli gave his three sons ; one of them, though he received three 
bullet wounds and niany bayoaet wounds, has recovered and is still in 
the Regiment. Sharaf Khan, Lambardar of Munara, got six sons 
enlisted out of seven, one grandson, and three nephews ; the seventh 
son twice tried to get himself enrolled. Khudadad Khan, Lambardar 
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of Chak Anira, threo out of four sons, a grandson, three nophi*ws, 
and a cousin. Khyal Singh, Rajput of Chawar, in the Hoshiyarpiir 
District, has given all four sons to the service of the King-Emperor. 
The family of Subadar Gopftla, Riijput of Nangul (»uzai‘, has 12 out of 
14 males in the army; Banki, Rajput, Lambardar of Saloh, 12 out of 
30 ; Bishamber, Rajput of Badsali, 13 out of 28 : Bakhtawar Singh, 
Rajput pensioner of Nangal Jarialan, 5 out of (i ; Praga, another 
Rajput, Lambardar of Harnbowal, (> out of 8; and Suchet Singh, 
a retired Rajput Subadar of Sapori, 4 out of 7. 

The Dogra villages of Hoshiyarpiir district sp(?cially signaliztsl 
themselviis by their achievements in the field of recruitment. Badsali 
gave 109 men out of 119 of military age; Chalola 24 out ot 27, 
Diilehar 90 out of 110; and Chawar 12 out of 10. These gave 
practically every available man. The Jat Sikh villages, Moranwali, 
Khanpur, Dial, Chahewal, Amballa, and Tanouli gave nearly I in 
every 2 of their military men of age. So have the Mahatams of 
Bhani, the Sainis of Paldi, and the Mahornedan Jats of Pan^ori 
Khurd. In respect to the Kharian Tehsil in the Jhelum District the 
Deputy Commissioner reported that, “ The spirit amongst the 
Chibs, Awans, Gujars, and Jats is excellent; it is not possible to 
single out individual men for praise as it has become normal for a 
boy reaching maturity, if not before, to go off and enlist. A number 
of the villages in this contain only old men, boys, and invalids.” 

At Charra in the Jhajjar Tehsil of the Rohtak District four Jat 
brothers, Risal Singh, Sohan Singh, Appe Ram, and Lakhi Ram, at 
the outbreak of the War, at once came forward to enlist on condition 
that they should servt^ only for the term of the war and be sent 
overseas with the first draft and should get no promotion. Risal 
Singh was wounded in Mesopotamia, the other throe brothers were 
still in service at the time the Armistice was declared. They came 
from the famous village which has enrolleil 290 of its men in the 
army and were themselves four of a batch of 26 Jawam who all 
offered to serve in the army without pay for the period of the War. 
fn the Qurdaspur District, Bachna, a Lambardar of Bittowad, enlisted 
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four of his sons and each of those gave the whole of his ])ay during 
service to the Imperial Relief Fund. As many as 43 pi*rsons in the 
Ralala Tehsil alone gave three sons each and 40 Lunbardars in the 
district gave either 2 oi- 3 sons each. 

The writer not being able to secure tin* War History ol* all tlu‘ 
districts is obliged to fall back upon thi» summary givi‘U by Mr. 
Leigh of the villages which distinguished themselves in the field of 
recruitment. Much credit is due to him for the patienc(' and 
labour with which he hj>s collected these* inttiresting facts and 
figures. 

The Pathan village of Narra in Altock had H43 men in thi* 
Army, including 45 commissioned offio(‘rs : 65 were kilh‘d in action 
and 30 died of wounds or disease*, 3 men won military distinctions 
and one was given a tith*. Th(* village of Pos Bhangikhel in 
Mianwali had the fine total of 5U) men in the Army. The village of 
Dulmial in Jhelum District, with a male population of 1,200, sent no 
less than 480 men to the Army : 41 of thes(* were (‘ommissioned 
officers, and 4 of them won military distinctions. Salhal and Kaliam 
in Jhelum Tehsil, according to their District War Report, ()3 and ()0 
men out of male populations of 181 and 105, respectively. Bisharat 
gave 123 men out of 287, and Pasa Mahra, 8aba Mahra, and Shahpur 
had more than 35^ of their population serving in the Army. In 
Shahpur District, Hadali sent 437 men to the Army, of whom 30 
were commissioned officei*s and three won military distinctions. This 
village produced over 100 recruits in a single day, and that at a 
time when the news from France was most depressing, and the 
munier of a Tahsildar within the district had emphasized the 
dangers of impetuous zeal. 'Fhe neighbouring village of Mitha 
Tiwana sent 359 men, including 28 ct)mmissioned officers, and 
suffered 16 fiital casualties. We have alnwly referred to the village 
of (!!hhara in the Rohtak District, which sent 290 men, including the 
28 who volunteered for service without pa}" or promotion, and to the 
36 villages of the Nathana sub-tahsil of Ferozepur. As a few 
instances of villages which gave practically every able-bodied man 
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and boy, may be mentioned Uton, Khandsa, Bisar Akbarpur, and 
Khotala Sami in Gurgaon District : Brahman Majra, Mehmansinghwala, 
Fsewal, Bhattian, Ghalib Ram Singh, Dhotar, Narangwal, Akalgarh, 
Majara and Asi KhurJ of Ludhiana ; Chalola and Dulehr in 
Hoshiarpur, the Labana villages of Gohot Pokhar, Chaf Sharif, and 
Jhanda Labana in Giirdaspur; Salhal, Khotian, Jhalli Moghlan, 
Lohri Kalaran, Bisharat, Tara-Mohra, and Shahpur in Jhelum ; and 
Ohhajaiui and Katnra in Rawalpindi. 

In this last district, it is clear that v^hole tracts must have been 
eomplotcly denuded of eligible men, so much so that the local War 
History <loes not mention individual villages. The Baluch villages 
of Dcib, in Mianwali, and Jamali in the Shahpur Thai, are interesting 
as having attained to a very high standard of enlistment in a very 
backward area. As showing the genuine conversion of villages 
which sai<l: go not” but afterwards repented and went, the 

following quotation from the Hissar War History is illuminating : — 
“ The Desqali Jats abandoned their former attitude and made 
handsome amends for their temporary folly. Most of the recalcitrant 
villages gave their full share of lusty manhood. The quotas of Talu 
and Dhanana, the most obstinate of all, marched one morning in a 
body into the Deputy Commissioner’s camp chanting the deeds of 
their clansmen^ who had added to the renown of their race and 
country, in the marshes of Iraq, and on the fire-swept plains of 
injured France.” 

Another instance of regenemtion due to the War may be found 
in Padhrar, a village which stands in the Salt Range at the meeting 
place of the Jhelum, Attock, and Shahpur Districts. Before the War, 
this village by its utter lawlessness inspired terror in all three 
districts. Dacoity and murder in the neighbouring villages were 
its regular hobby. Luckily, just before the War, a combination of 
vigorous officials had subdued the leading ruffians, but decent folk 
still went in fear of their lives. During the War, the village 
remained absolutely law-abiding : 291 men served in the Army ; 5 of 
them won military distinctions; 12 of them laid down their lives. 
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Padhrar has fairly eanied a Memorial Tablet and a rimission of 
land revonuo, and there is good reason to hope that its discrodi table 
past has been forgotten. 

It is satisfactory to be able to record that the <Tovernment has 
suitably recognized the services rendered by the* villages which 
(listinguished themselves in the matter of recruiting. This recognition 
has taken a variety of forms. Some of them, which renden^d the 
most notable service, have had marble tablets and flag-staSs put up 
to commemorate the memory of the dead who fell fighting bravely in 
battle and the loyalty and patriotism of the living. To others 
remissions of land revenue have been granted, and whole Tehsils 
have had the period of their land revenue settlement extended for 
ten years. Within the circumscribed limits of 'this chapter it is 
impossible to give any details’ in respect to these remissions, but some 
idea may be formed of these by taking Rawalpindi District as an 
illustration. By looking at its War History we find that a remission 
of land revenue Avas granted to 164 villages, the total amount 
aggregating Rs, 24,000. Apart from this life mnajis \\(‘re granted to 
wounded soldiers with small holdings and to vvar widows or war 
orphans or parents who induced their sons to enter tln» army. The 
number of these was 181 and the total amount ol' the umafi was 
Rs. 2,000. The number of those who received personal rewards was 
as follows : — 


1. 

2. 
•> 

4. 


{). 

7. 

S. 


0 . 

10 . 



Ao. 

Aniomit. 

Members of Orders and Indian title 

8 18 


Jagirs 

8 

Rs. 1,750 

Darbaris 

7 


Land Grants 

85 

148 rectangles 

Recruiting badges ... 

80 


Swords and R<.>bes of Honour . . . 

10 


Viceregal War Loan sanad 

4 


Cornmaadcr-in-Chief s sanad 

8 


Punjab Government sanad 

24 


Gold watches, guns, and ivvolvei-s 

84 
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No. Amomit. 

n. 

( ■ash rewaniH 

59 Rs. 3,131 

12 . 

Silver wat oh os 

08 

la 

Lnuffix 

58 

14. 

President’s (War Loan) sanad ... 

31 

15. 

Comniiasioner’s .sanad 

120 

U). 

Kurei Xashin Tickets 

25 

17. 

Deputy C(»ninii.ssioner’H sanad ... 

(><) 



CHAPTER IV. 


MONEY AND GIFTS. 

The' Punjab is, comparatively speaking, a poor country. 
Agriculture is the staple industry of the Province, affording tht* 
m.'iin moans of subsistence to 56% of the pi>pulation. It is essentially 
a country of peasixnt proprietoi's, who are called zamindars, a term which 
has there a significance different to that which obtains in other parts 
of India, where it is applied to large landholders owning villages 
inhabited by tenants, the number of whom varies according to the area 
attached to each village. A large section of the population gets its 
livelihood by service, whether it be in the army or in menial capacities, 
and the roniuneration received by it is barely sufficient to cover the 
daily wants. It is commerce and industry which contribute to the 
wealth of the people, and from these, owing to its geographical position, 
the Punjab is debaiTed to a large extent. It, therefore, deserves great 
credit for having occupied a prominent place, as compared with other 
parts of British India, in respect to the generous nianner in which it 
l espondod to the call made for men and money and materials during the 
trying period of the War, when the most momentous issues were at 
stake. As regards man-power, we have seen it stood an easy first, and 
from the point of view of gifts of money and materials it occupifnl the 
thin! place, though lacking the wealth of some other provinces. 

India rendered substantial help to England in a variety of ways. 
In the first place by the^ prompt despatch aero.ss the seas of over a 
million trcops and by supplying it with the munitions of War, thereby 
niising its military expenditure from £20 millions in 1912-13 to £30 
millions in 1917-18. In September, 1918, India further took over, as 
from April lat, 1918, the normal cost of an extra 200,000 men, thus 
increasing its standing army from 160,000 to 360,000. Then again it 
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agreed, as from 1st April, 1919, to take over the cost ot another 100,000 
men, but fortunately the cessation of the War rendered this step 
unnecessary. Apart from this, the people of India voluntarily offered 
and gave to England a contribution of £100 millions towards the 
expenses of the War. This amount was paid, not from the revenues of 
the country, but was mainly the proceeds of a couple of loans that were 
floated by the Government. In respect to this we shall see the Punjab 
gave a most hearty response. Then there were gifts of money and 
materials of various kinds and, as regards this also, the princes and the 
people of the Punjab have a record of which they have reason to be 
proud. Large sums were subscribed in the shape of War Charities of 
a variety of kinds and considerable activity was displayed in the supply 
of munitions of War. 


War Loans. 

The War Loans were two in number, raised in the years 1917 and 
191.8, respectively. For the first loan the sum of £85 millions was 
realized from the whole of India, and for the second loan, £38 millions, 
making a total of £73 millions. The balance of 27 millions required to 
make up the 100 millions sterling presented to England was taken from 
the general revenue of the country. In respect to each of the two loans, 
the Punjab occupied the third place amongst the provinces of India, 
and was on the second occasion very nearly being beaten by the United 
Provinces, when it was saved from this predicament by the dramatic 
contribution of 11 lakhs received from Seth Sukh Lai Barnani and his 
wife, the residents ofSirsa in the Hissar District. It is of interest to 
note that the three biggest subscribers came from the rural area of 
Hissar, where, apart from Seth Sukh LaVs contribution, the Ram 
Narain Jai Lai family of Bhawani subscribed Rs. 6,06,000 and 
Rai Sahib Tara Chand and his wife Rs. 5,60,000. AU the three 
contributors had the title of Rai Bahadur conferred on them, and 
their wives received a mniul from His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Govemor-Oeneml for their services in connection with this loan. The 
second b>an had a very auspicious start. When it was announced, and 
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before its terms could be published, Lala Prabh Dayal, a mill-owner of 
Multan, offered three lakhs for investment in any form of the new loan. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, addressing the Legislative 
Council on the 26th April, 1918, stated ; “ The Province's response to 
last year's War Loan astonished even those of us who thought we 
knew the strength of Punjab patriotism. Our total contribution was 
nearly six crores. In the general section we have been surpassed by 
only Bombay and Bengal including Calcutta; in the Post office section 
we were second only to Bombay. When the New War Loan is issued 
we cannot expect to repeat such a magnificent achievement.” But 
he appealed to the Capitalists as a class to wipe off the reproach that 
in the previous loan they had failed to give adequate support In 
response to this appeal Hissar alone raised sixty lakhs, and the 
commercial classes of Lahore, K^iw^alpindi, L}^allpur, and Simla by 
their generous subscriptions completely altered the peculiar feature 
of the first loan in that it had been raised mainly by the help of the 
agricultui’al classes. The amount raised in the second loan fell just a 
little short of that raised on the first loan. 


Thanks to the courtesy of Mr. Leigh, I am able to give the 
following details 



Bidrict, 

id War Loan. 

%nd War Loan. 

Total. 



Bb. 

Rs. - 

Rs. 

1. 

Lahore 

95,44,695 

58,72,650 

1,54,17,345 

2. 

Hissar 

25,30,216 

57,59,800 

82,90,016 

3. 

Lyallpur 

33,28,948 

31,49,800 

64,78,748 

4. 

Simla 

30,87,754 

30,36,000 

61,23,754 

5. 

Ferozepur 

28,45,750 

31,25,900 

59,71,150 

«5. 

Gjirdaspur 

*4,10,4.50 

20,04,900 

24,16,360 

7. 

Amritsiir 

16,86,978 

26,40,000 

43,28,978 

8. 

Rawalpindi 

21,66,613 

17,53,900 

39,20,613 

a 

Jullundur 

26,50,200 

12,76,600 

38,26,700 

10. 

Multan 

11,57,724 

18,32,300 

29,09,024 

U. 

Ludhiana 

23,71,613 

5,37,400 

29,90,013 


*21,00,000 credited to the U. P. 
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hlMviH, 

i't/ //'//;■ Iahih. 

War Total. 



Rs. 

. Bs. 

Bo. 

12 . 

Aiiiballa 

14.,.S!).JW1 

11,07,100 

25,96,441 

18 . 

Kurnal 

1.3, 8», 166 

10,66,100 

. 24,4.5,266 

14. 

Bohtak 

15.44.96.5 

8,67,900 

24,12,866 

15. 

Gujranwala 

11,16,866 

10,19,600 

21,.36,455 

Hi. 

Shahpnr 

10,85.125 

6,56,600 

17,41,620 

17. 

Sialkot 

8.71,400 

8,61,100 

17,32,500 

IS. 

(jiiirgaon 

6,64.602 

7,68,900 

14,.33,.502 

H). 

J lian^if 

6.80,927 

7,09,000 

13,85,379 

20. 

Hoshvarpur 

9,73,004 

3,91,800 

13,64,864 

21. 

Montgomery 

2,61,252 

9,67,900 

12,29,152 

22. 

Attock 

7,13,538 

4,55,600 

11,68,538 

28, 

Jh(?lum 

5,79,142 

5,24,700 

11,01,842 

24. 

(liijrat 

4,16,416 

5,99,900 

10,16,316 

25. 

Muzaffargarh 

3,47,918 

3,00,850 

6,48,768 

20. 

Mian wall 

2,96,780 

2,26,200 

6,22,980 

27. 

Kangra 

4,70,175 

1,44,40Q 

6,14,675 

2S. 

J)t*ra Ghazi Khan 

2,14,8.36 

3,97,900 

6,12,236 

(Jrkxi) Total .. 

4.48.00,446 

4,21,40,900 

8.69,41,346 




Native States. 



Stafr/t. 

l*/ IFnr himii. 

2aft War Loatt, 

Forritfn Laaa. Coareniim, 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Patiala 

... 25,(M),000 

1(),()0,0()0 

. . . 

• • . 

Bahawaipnr 

... .50,53,444 

21,90,044 

. . . 

.30,00.000 

Jiml 

... 8, .50, 000 

. . . 

. . . 

.3,00,000 

Xabha 

. ■ . 

Figures not tivaiJable. 


Kapurthala 

... .5,06,100 

3,45,000 

5,50,000 

• . . 

Maiidi 

... 2.79,7.50 

79,100 

90,000 

• ft • 

Suket 

94,463 

25,000 

• > • 


Mftler K»>tlH 

... 3,35,750 

. . * 



Kalsia 

... 1,16^00 

031.801 

» » » 

• ft ft 
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Patandi 

Loharii 

Sirmur 

Faridkut 

Chamba 

Dujana 

Total 


U fTar^,. ffar Loa,. Foreign lean, (onrereion. 


Rs. 
1,56,640 
20,000 
19,830 
17,89,060 
3,79,200 
17,687 


Rs. 
41,755 

15.000 

25.000 


1,000 


Rs. 

25,000 


Rs. 


96.90,844 28,60,600 6.65, .500 33,00,000 


The Aekopla.ve Fu.m 

I his was a fund mised e.xclusively in the Punjab, fur which 
sfxMaal , imminence is being given to it. The credit ior 
nntiaUng it is dne to the laf Mr. F. E. Wilkins, Editor of the firi/ 
M.htnr, The original Jdea was to provide a Heet of 

. . ,25,000. But the ro.spon.se e.xceede.l the demand, for during the 
4 uionths the P und was open to subscription the .sum of Rs. 14.52,9W) 
had been aillected, which was ilistributed as follows Rs 


Ainballa Division 
-lulluudnr Division 
rxihore Divi.sion 
Rawalpindi Division 
Multan Division 
Kashmir (Raja Hari Singh)... 

Poonch Durbar 
Profits on E.vchanire 

o • • • 

For these figures, and those ivlatin;^ 
indebted te Mr I^igh I.C.S. The almv; 
to provide lor ol aeroplanes, as the actual cost of each w,«, much 
ess than had boon expected. P>,ch one of these bore the name, of 
the district. State, oi- other tmet from which the bulk of the cost was 
rawed, the rivew of the Punjab being also utilized fi.r this imi-posc. 


1.27,781 
1.40,318 
2,10,810 
2,77,8.50 
I. .34 ,595 
... 1,. 50, 000 

2,000 
9,360 

> other Funds, we are 
amount jiroved sufficient 
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The labour connected with the raising of this Fund was shared by 
the Honorary Secretaries, Mr. T. P. Ellis, I.S.C., Mr. A. B. Roadway, 
Barrister-at-Lciw, the Hoii’ble Zulfikar Ali Khan, c.sj., and Rai 
Bahadur Ijala Amar Nath. 


Imperial Indian Relief Fund. 

This Fund was started by Lord Hardinge soon after the 
coniniencement of the War. Sir Michael O'Dwyer, addressing the 
Punjab Legislative Council on the 19th H(3ptember, 1914, made a 
special appeal to the people of the Punjab to give a hearty response to 
the demand for money to relieve distress amongst the families of those 
who had gone to the front and to assist the widows and orphans of those 
who died on service, the test applied being the absence on active 
service and straitened circumstances among the families. Another 
ob ject was the relief of local distress among the poorer classes of the 
people caused directly by the War and throtigh no fault of their own. 
As a result of this apjieal the following amounts were subscribed : - - 




Rs. 

By Districts 


... 11,52,992 

By Departments 

... 

... 1,38,149 

By States 

... 

... 6,6r,012 


Total 

.. 19,68,153 


At the close of the War another call was made for the same 
purpose, and brought in a sum whichi added to that received under 
the first appeal, made a total for the Punjab of close upon 29 lakhs 
of rupees. The most notable subscription from Native States was 
three and a quarter lakhs from Patiala, while the districts of Lahore, 
Ferozepore, and Lyallpur each gave more than a lakh, and Ludhiana 

a little under. 

Recruiting Fund. 

Under this head is not included the money spent in the purchase 
of recruits, for it was an open secret that a good deal of cash passed 
hands in certain districts to make up the quota of men that the 
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various villages had been asked to try and raise, 'i'hese employed 
the expedient of bribing men of low castes to tfike their places, and 
went to thc^ length of laying the substitutes Rs. 500 per head. Nor 
in the figures given is credit nllowed to those who spent money in 
keeping private agencies for reeniiting and did not hesitate to 
employ pecuniary inducements. For instance, in the Rawalpindi 
War History we find Sardar Bahadur Boota Singh sf^ent the sum of 
Rs. 00,310 in kis thre^ agencies. R. B. (>haudhri Giirmukh Singh 
and Sardar Bahadur Ghaudhri Sunder Singh had also separati* 
agenoi(‘s, as had also public spirited men in other districts, disbursing 
out id' their own po<*,kets the ♦*xpi‘ns(‘s that were incurnd in their 
iipkei‘p. In certain districts, and notably in Attock, bankers and 
ma/iajaus made concessit ms to the nicwuits vvho had borrowed money 
from the]ii. No efforts were made to estimate these amounts and 
they, therefon*, have not Ix^en taken into account. For all that, by open 
subsiM'iption, a sum of nearly six lakhs was subscribed by the public, 
[t was made up as follows : — Rs. 


British Districts 

... 

. 1,82,95G 

Departments 


200 

Native States 

... 

. 3,67,270 


Total . . 

.. 5,50,426 


The money so raised was \itilized, writes Mr. Leigh, “ for the 
otter of prizes for the most successful reciaiiters or for the 
iMitertainment of recruits and men in local depdts or for the expenses 
of recruits in special units, such as the University Section or the 
comi)oundei's. Also, in the case of the Native States, are included 
bonuses given to recruits in various forms, which, gerrerally, 
amounted to substantial sums.'* 

The Comforts Fund. 

This also brought in nearly six lakhs of rupees and was 
distributed as follows : — Rs. 

British Districts ... ... 3,89,933 
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Rh. 

Native States ... ... 1 ,50, 132 

Official Departments ... ... 21,108 


Total ... 5,61,173 

This amount ia to be (listiiigiiished from that raised frr 
ivcruiting on the one hand anti for Hospital Funds on the other, 
though it is somewhat akin to the latter. It \«*is utilized for 
providing comforts to the sick and to the newly recruited. In it are 
also included the subscriptions to the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, which did excellent servict* by mini.^ering to the wants 
of the soldiers (Christians and non-Christians) in th(' various 
theatres of the War, as also in the numerous cantonments in India. 
This organization has now an esUiblishod footing as it is continuing 
its useful work in the time of peace, though its services wore first 
brought into requisition in the stirring times of War. Under the 
supervision of its General Secretary, Mr. K. J. Paul, it is gradually 
expanding its work and has a very promising future before it. 

But the chief significance of the Comforts Fund lies in the 
fact that it enlisted not only the sympathies but the practical 
co-operation of women of all classes and communities in the Punjab 
in ministering to4ihe multitudinous wants of th(‘ soldiers that were 
fighting for their country in various parts of the world. A Central 
Committee was started under Liidy O'Dwyer, who was admirablj' 
backed up at headquarters by Lady Dennys, Mrs. Tydenian, and othei*s. 
In every district working parties were formed and competed with 
each other in thefr labour of lovt*. Articles of clothing were 
supplied, an<l large quantities of tea, tobacc(», spices, sweets, playing 
cards, and other games wt re made up in packets and despatched to 
the various theatres of the War. The supply of Kealthy literature 
was a mattei* to which special attention was devoted. Perhaps for 
the first time in India, its women were brought to take an interest 
of a practical kind in the affairs of those who were outside their own 
household. In the> various working parties that were established, we 
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find thuiu co-operatiiig heartily with their English sisters. 
Prominenoe is given again in the Reil Cross Reports to the work 
(louo by thcftn and the help rendered by them in a wnnmon cause. A 
number ofgirls* schools displayed considerabh) enthusiasm in knitting 
socks and other articles out of wool, provided by gtmerous friends, 
and in one or two instances by the Districjt Board. The Delhi 
Reformatory Schooj made over 500 wire plate covers and 12,000 
iirCiclcs of cl(>thing out of materials supplied by the Red Cross 
Society. Foi* the comfort <»f the soldie.i*s, who were constantly being 
moved about, canteens were established at the main. Railway Stations 
at the instance of the Coiamander-in-Chief and were called the 
“ Monro Soldiers’ Canteens.” Go(k 1 meals and refreshments of sorts 
were provided at a reasonable cost, for the expenses of the 
establishment were redacu<l to a minimum by the ladies in the 
station not only taking up the management, but doing a good deal 
of the work usually performed by paid service. 


Hospital Ambulance and Red Cross Fund. 

A special chapter is devoted to Red Cross Work, but tht‘ 
question of its funds is kept apart and is dealt with here as a matter of 
convenience. To supplement the enonnous expenditure of Government 
under the above heading, private subscriptions were called for, and the 
response in the Punjab was so generous as to exceed the sum of 
lakhs, which was distributed as follows : — ' Rs. 

Amballa Division ... ... 3,65,840 

eTullunder „ ... ... 4,00,407 

I^ahorc „ ... ... 3,52,189 

Rawalpindi „ ... ... 4,72,527 

Multan „ ... ... 2,07.926 

Native States ... ... 11 ,28,447 

Official Departments ... ... 1,15,810 


Total ... „ ;}0,52,155 

Out of this Rs. 17,00,000 wei’e collected. uiostly in, the shape of 
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very small donations, on ** Our Day’* at the imd of 1917. In a 
previous page we have seen that, in proportitui to its (^opulatioti, 
the casualties in the Punjab wore six times as heavy as the rest of 
India, including the Ourkhas. It nect'ssarily followed that the 
existing military hospitals in the Province were unable to cope with 
the large number of wounded w’^ho returned to this country from the 
several theatres of War. Various expedients were resorted to with 
the object of meeting the emergency that had arisen. Apart from 
the War hospitals that were kept up by Government, G 14 beds were 
placed at the disposal of the military authorities by the Civil hospitals 
of Lahore, Jullunder, Kcxrnal, Amritsar, and Lyallpur. The extra 
expenditure that was incurred was borne either by local bodies or by 
subscriptions that were locally raised, while the medical staff 
voluntarily gave their services free of any charge. Every comfort 
and, indeed, many luxuries were provided for these patients, and 
in the portion of the hospital occupied by thtun a variety of 
improvements were introduced with the object of relieving their 
sufferings. Altogether 8,077 war patients benefited by this form of 
charity. Some districts and States which had no hospitals that 
could suitably accommodate the wounded endowed beds in Dehra 
Dun or in France ;^Rohtak, Simla, and Sirmur paid for 30 beds and 
Jabbal for six. 

The supply of ambidaiice vehicles and vessels wtis another form 
in which the money raised under this heading was disbursed. The 
Ho.spital Ship was maintained by the Ruling Chiefs of the 

whole of India, but, apart from this, the Punjab Chiefs and the people 
became independent donoi*s to the cause of suffering humanity, as is 
evident from the following list of gifts: — 

Maharaja of Patiala ... A flotila of hospital boats. 

Maharaja of Nabha ... A hospital ship. 

Maharaja of Kapurthala . . Twt> motor launches. 

Baja of Jabbal . . . Do. 

District of Feroz('pore . . . Do. , 

District of Gujmnwala .... Do. 
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Three motor ambulances were given by the Maharaja of Jind 
and two each by the Maharaja Nabha, the Nawab ot Maler Kotla, 
the Sirdar of Kalsia, the Kajas of* Suket. Bashahr, and Bilaspur, Sardar 
Raghbir Singh of Amritsar, Nawab Mahomed Mubarik Khan, the Nan 
Family of Shahpur and by the people of Fenjzepiir, Attock, Gurdaspur, 
Gujranwala, and Lyallptir. A motor-lorry was given by Muzaft'argarh, 
and Faridkot subscribed Rs. 36,000 for motor ambulances. 

In the purchase of medical stores and other appliances the Fund 
in ijuestion was also largely utilized, although free gifts were also made 
of (ti’ugs and articles possessing a sanitary or liygienic value. T^arge 
quantities ot swabs and pads were sent by the working parties. 'Phe 
Jail Department produced over two million quinine tabloids and 
84,000 lb. of castor oil The Delhi Reformatory School made ov(‘r a 
thousand suits of hospital clothing. The Civil hospitals supplied large 
quantities of vaccine and other medical requisites, while the Sanitary 
Commissioner of the Punjab supplied over 8 million doses of vaccine 
lymph. A subsidiary Lymph depot was established in Mesopotamia 
with a staff of 7 men and equipment. A large number of ttmts wiuv 
also purchased for ambulance work apart from thos(* given by the Native 
States which were as follows: — 

Faridkot, 30; Patiala, 9; Bahawalpur, 7; Maler Kotla and Sirmur, 
6 (3ach ; and Loharu, 2. In connection with ‘‘ Our Day ” a miscellaneous 
assortment of gifts was received, consisting of jewcdlery, embroidery, 
gramophones, cycles of sorts, pianos, horses, and cattle of various kinds. 
A series of “Lucky Bags” at important centn^s not only brought in a 
handsome return but largely contributed to the entertainment of the 
people. 


Other Funds. 

Mr. Leigh has grouped under this head the sums subscribed to 
the Prince of Wales’ Fund, the Silver Wedding Fund, Lord Kitcheners 
Memorial Fund, the Blue Cross Fund (for the protection of animals) 
and various relief funds, besid<3s donations towards the general expenses 
of the War. Amongst the notable donations were Rs. 15,000 each from 
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Navvab Sajjad AH Khan and K. B. Umar Daraz Khan of Karnal, 
Rh. 25,800 from the Raja of Jabbal, Rijf. 20,000 from Baja Badan Singh 
i)f Malandh, Ludhiana, Rs. 89,600 from Nawab Mahomed Mubariz 
Khan of Shahpur (being the cast of upkeep of his own half-squadron 
of the 9th Hudson’s Horse for one year) and Rs. 3,500 from the Malik of 
Kalabagh, Mianwali, for the purchase of remounts. This, with the 
smaller donations, makes a total from the people of the Punjab of 
Rs. 3,41,434. To this amount has to be added the expenditure of the 
Native States in the Punjab which was as follows: — 


Patiala 


Rs. 

... 74,21,522 

Bahawalpur 


2,92,888 

Jind 


15,02,867 

Nabha 


5,68,875 

Kapurthala 


9,52,500 

Mandi 


40,000 

Sirmur 


2,00,600 

Maler Kotla 


... 17,47,067 

Faridkot 


1,97,269 

Chamba 


2,65,000 

Suket 


1,16,710 

Kalsia 4^ 


50,760 

Patandi 


2,22,000 

Ijoharu 


350 


Total 

... 1,33,18,432 


Iftothisamount be added the sum realized by donations fram the 
people of British India the total amount under the heading of “ Other 
Funds” will come up to Rs. 1,36,59,866. It luis to bo noted that the 
amount credited to the Native State.s includes the expenditure 
incurred by them on the mobilization and maintenance of Imperial 
Service 'Proops; the donations given by them to the general expenses 
of the War, the persomil outlay of such of the Princes as visited the 
War ai'eas in an official capacity, as also the money value of the 
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pros4‘nts made by them to the Indian or British Oovt^rmneiits, are 
not included in the aboveinen tinned funds. For instance Jind gavt* 
Rs. 8,88,000 towaids the General Expenses of the War; Kapurthala, 
Bs, 8,00,000; Sirinur Rs. 2,00,000; MandiRs. 40,000; Patandi RvS. 50,000; 
and Bahawalpur, Rs. 25,000. Nabha gave Rs. 2,25,000 for the defence 
of London against air raids. Maler Kotia spent f>ver 0 lakhs on 
land and other rewards for so)dici*s, Fsiridkot Rs. 00,000 on the, new 
(\»inpanv of Sappers and Miners, and Chamba mi the Glmmba 
( Vnn]>any at Sialkot. The Native States also made a pr(\sent of 2,1 1 1 
(lainels, 806 horses, and 522 mules, agregating in value about Rs. 8 
lakhs, and each State has been credited with the amount represtuiting 
its donation. In the chapter on materials, further details will be found 
of lh(‘ gifts made by the Princes and the jieoph^ of the Punjab, tin* 
value of which has here been taken into accMUint. 

To sum up the whole the Punjab gav(‘ in cash and in kind to tin* 
various Funds and Charities or otherwise spent for the purposes of the 
War, more than two crores of rupees. This amount was distributed as 
follows: — 

Rs. 


Ambala Division 
Jiillunder Disti ict 
Lahore 
Rawalpindi 
Multan 

Official Departments 

Patiala 

Bahawalpur 

Jind 

Nabha 

Kapurthala. 

Mandi 
Sirmur 
Maler Kotia 
Faridkot 


9,17,640 
... 9,88,477 

.. 10,02,900 

.. 10,80,344 

... 8,68,191 

4,380 
... 82,31,845 
... 5,81,344 

... 17.77,894 

... 9,93,991 

... 11,07,718 

58,016 
... 2.67,991 

... 18,69,805 

... 5,69,332 
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Rs. 

Charaba 

... 2.68,641 

Suket 

1,90,670 

Kalsia 

... 1,38,202 

Patandi 

50,247 

Loharu 

7,450 

Duzana 

8,000 


Total ... 2,13,01,078 
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MATERIALS. 

No tlesuription of the services rendered by the Punjab to the War 
would b(3 complete without some reference to the materials it was abh^ 
to supply, sometimes at a moment’s notici% and frequently at the 
sacrifice of the urgent needs of the country. In the previous pages 
an attempt has been made to depict the results achieved by pi-ivate 
beneficence ; in the circum. scribed limits of this chapter will be 
noticed the work d(jue in the various departments of Government in 
meeting the demand for materials and munitions for carrying on the 
War. 'Fhis again we shall see was largely supplemented by private 
enterprise. Numerous gifts were made to the Government which foi* 
War purposes wore « if groat value, inasmuch as the demand for them 
was mo.st urgent. 

So great wjis the demand for materials for use in thii various 
theatres of War, and especially in those outside the principal 
centre, that in December, 1916, an inquiry was initiated by the 
(Jommander-in-Ohief in India, as to whether more could not be done 
to develop the resources of India for War purposes and for regulation 
of the supply, so that over-lapping may be avoided. On February 1st, 
1917. His Majesty’s Government expressed their desire that further 
rtfoi ts should be ina<le to develop Indian resources for the supply of 
the forces in India, Mesopotamia, and Egypt. Thus it was that on 
February Kith, 1917, tin* Indian Munitions Board was sanctioned, 
which began its work as a .separate Department on the 1st April. 
It consisted of a Pre.sident, assisted by four Membei’s. The 
headquartei’s office was divided into well-defined branches, eacli under 
the ailministmtion of a Controller. There were 20 such branches. 
The provincial organization included ten Controllers, one of whom was 
allotted to the Punjab, whose duty it was to see that all local 
industries were fully utilized for War work and to collect and supply 
to the Board and its specialized Controllers all information required in 
connection with the Board’s operation. In a book entitled “ Industrial 
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Handbook, 1910,” a short but interesting account is given of the 
operations of the Indian Munitions Board. Apart from the immediate 
supply of munitions and materials for War purposes, there can be no 
question that an impetus has been given to the development of the 
resources of the country which would have been much greater but for 
the existence of the following drawbacks: (rt) the difficulty of 
obtaining machinery and materials which cannot be made in India; (<^) 
the shortage of coal .and coking plant, as well Jis of railway wagons 
and cofisting vessels; (c) the difficulty of procuring from abroad 
chemical and technical experts; (d) the shortage of skilled labour. 

Under the heading of “ Industrial Development during the War 
in the Punjab,” Mr. C. A. H. Townsend, Controller of Munitions, 
Punjab, gives us some interesting information. He considei’s this 
province, in spite of the fact that its population is in the main 
agricultural, has undoubtedly developed sonuj of its industries very 
considerably during the last yearn of the War. Dealing with textiles, 
he, as a matter of coume, gives the first place to the; New Egerton 
Woollen Mills of Dharival in the Gurdaspur District, which was 
entirely given up to Army Work and turned out very large quantities 
of woollen goods of all descriptions. The Mills are a few hundred yards 
away from the railwcty tract and the writer, being on his way to 
Gurdaspur, was refused at night by a tremendous din, and on looking 
out he witnessed a sight which perhaps could not have been seen 
anywhere else in India. Several buildings togethcT with a large area of 
the surrounding land were brilliantly illuminated with electric lights, 
and machinery was in full swing in each of thorn for the majiufacture 
of the woollen articles for which Dharival ha-s made itself famous. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab at a Durbar held at Amritsar 
on the ] 7th February, 1919, congratulated Gurdaspur on its special 
contribution to the Empire’s resources At the beginning of the War 
the New Egerton Woollen Mills Company patriotically placed the 
whole of its resources in the little town at Dharival at the disposal of 
the Government. The Manager, Mr. Armstrong, whose services have 
been recognized by the well-earned honour of an O. B. E., aided by 
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the district staff, by the Inspector-General of Prisons, Col. Ward, who 
established in the camp a branch of the Lahore Bootstall Institute, and 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Criminal Tribes, Pandit Hari Krishen 
Kaul, who located a Criminal Tribes Settlement of over 1,000 men by 
the Mills, worked unceasingly to provide woollen clothing for the 
Armies in Mesopotamia and Ejist Africa. The difficulties to be 
surmounted were fonnidable, but the Mills supplied for the period of 
the War clothing for 200,000 men at an estimated saving to 
(h)vernment of many lakhs of rupees. The Company subscribed at 
Cawnpore and Gurdaspur over Rs. 00 lakhs to the War Loans and 
Rs. 58,000 to the various War Funds. 

Apart from the Egerton Mills, blankets were made in great numbers 
for military requirements at many places in the Punjab, and notably in 
Panipat in the Karnal District. Ludhiana turned out by the thousands 
many articles of military equipment such as water bottles, haversacks, 
and shoulder badges. The manufacture of tents received a 
considerable impetus, especially at Ferozepur. Pnttoo cloth and Lois 
(light blankets) were made in larger quantities than before, and 
weavers adapted their cotton looms so that woollen articles could be 
worked on them. The carpenters and blacksmiths are reported as 
having, under the supervision of the Deputy Controller of Munitions, 
shown a vast improvement in their work and to have turned out articles 
they would never have undertaken before the War. Iron bedsteads, 
complete with springs, were not only a novelty in the Punjab, 
but in the whole of India. It is estimated that for some mouths 
before the Armistice was declared the value of the work, principally 
in wood and metal, Cfirried out for military requirements was about 
three lakhs of rupees a month. A great impetus was given to the 
manufacture of steel trunks at Sialkot and other cities in the Punjab 
and especially to tjhat of cutlery at Wazirabad, which before the War 
confined itself to the manufacture of pocket knives. During the War 
it made by hand labour between thirty and forty thousand clasp 
knives for army use, which were officially described as of excellent 
workmanship and remarkably cheap.” During the absence of Austi ian 
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(‘ornjKitition, llir Aiiibalii (ilass Works diil a sploiKiid biisinoss during 
the War, es|M‘(*iaIly in ehinmeys, which found ;i ready sale in the Punjab 
and North-Western Frontier markets. AnotluM* Factory has been set 
up in Lahore, and, now that foreign experts will be available, it is 
4uite possilde an effort will be made to javsluee articles of a finer 
(juality. 

The North-Western Railway has published a ‘‘Statistical Note on 
the assistance given in iiaai and materials during th<* (Ireat War.” Its 
perusal shows how little the public kn(»w of the* many-sided activities 
i»f the ofii(;ials of this Railway and the extent to which thry responded 
to the call made on them for the supply of materials of various kinds, 
'fhey surrendei‘ed their own staff and materials and they manufactured 
new inalorials. 'fhe total number of staff actually surrendered by 
the North-Western Raihvav was (59 ofiic<u's, 4.449 subordinates and 
artizans, and l,(j()G menials. The number of ofticius released was 
equivalent to 40 to oi)'^ of thi‘ sanctioned cadn^ of the line, 10 Royal 
Engineer Offic<u’S having been i-ecalle<l and 2(1 other Officers receiving 
Cojinnissions in the British Army and Indian Army Reservt‘ of ()ftic(*rs. 
Of the Upper Subordinate Grade 21 also ro(jeived Commissions. The 
release of such a large number of superior officers naturally t-lirew a 
heavy burden on thc‘ remaining staff*. To maintain men overseas 
recruiting centres and recruiting agenci(‘s had to la* set up on this 
Railway, and a larger number of men wen* passcal through the Telegraph 
School and the Traffic Schools for tin* various grades of men wanted 
both for ovei’se.as and to take the place of those who had bevn s(‘nt 
overseas. 

The materials siirrenden'd w^erc as follows: 

(«) Kngin(*eri7tg Depnri mmi . — 

( 1) The Sutlej Valley Railway, 280 mih‘s, including sidings and 
the* Hyderaba<l-Badin Railway, ()4-| miles. ( )ther materials 
included 70,000 old sleepers for building purposes, 205 sets 
of |)oints and crossings, 9 steam pumps and boilei’s, (j miles 
(»f piping, and t*ngine shed, turntable, signalling oquipnii*nt 
and alxiiii 8,000 square feet of goo<ls slie<ldiiig . 
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(2) Firoad-gauge — 129 miles of track complete with sleepers and 
fastenings ami 82^1 sets of points and 
crossings. 

(.‘1) 2 -6" gauge —128 miles of track complete with sleeptu-s, 

besides (>6 miles sleo})ers, 248 s(jts of points 
and crossings and numerous spare fastenings. 

{4>) 1 >ridge- work -9.710 tons of ()ld girdering was dealt with at 
a cost of Rs. 23 lakhs, aggregating in length 
10,600 feet. Difficult foundation work was 
also carried on for some' of the important 
bridges by the Bridge Staff. The value 
of the work done and niat4*rials suppli(‘d 
amounts to Rs. 22,20,882. 

(o) .Miscellaneous — Seven miles of old mils for structural 
puiposes, pumps c(‘ntrifugal, piping anfl 
bends, petrol engines ami portable engines. 
{b) Ijocomofirt* Ih^iadment, — 

Df'seripfiint, Quaiiliiif. Vatuv. 

Rs. 

1. 2'-6" gauge Locomotive sent to Meso- 9 2,06,000 

potamia. 

2, Twi> steamei’s Kalaljtujh (since returiu*d) 2 

ami Hooker Senior sent to Mesopotamia. 

8. Machinery supplied to Bombay and 2 88,500 

.M(^sopotamia. 

4. Moulding sand supplied to Mesopotamia tons 100 1,587 

5. Stirling boilers dismantled from Electrical 2 06,849 

Power House, Moghalpura, and sent t4> 

Mesopotamia. 

6. Machinery sent to East Africa fnjin ... 11,028 

Sukkur. 

Grand Total ... 8,48,464 

'rile Nushki Extension Railway was supplied with 51 engines 
(lent t4‘inporarily), spai'e parts were made for Locomotives, oast iron 
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pipes, timber, machinery, relief train with crane and tanks and water 
columns, aggregating in value to the sum of Rs. 48,018. 

Cnrniujt* mul iruf/off — 

Stock converted or constructed for use in India for War purposcs:- 


Engine tenders converted into water tanks ... ... 12 

Rail carriers ... ... ... ... 11 

Water tanks fitted on old underframes .. ... 64 

New water tank (out of 15) ... ... ... 7 

Water tanks purchased from other Railways... ... 9 


Total ... 103 

A large quantity of rolling stock was released, consisting of 
narrow gauge trucks and open wagons, hand cranes, refrigerator vans 
constructed on underframes received from other railways, a broad 
gauge ambulance train composed of 11 bogie vehicles converted from 
5'-6" to 4'-6" gauge, S unrob Searchlights, general service trucks and 
brake vans. Apart from this, some stock belonging to other railways 
was converted for despatch to Mesopotamia. A large quantity of 
stock was als« lent to the Nushki Extension Railway consisting of 
carriages of various classes, fruit van, freight van, powder van, brake 
vans, covered goods wagons, high-sided wagons, R. and trucks 
bogie, low-sided wagons and water tanks-^aggregating in number 
to 219. 

Stock was also arranged for purposes of War in this country. 

Broad gauge ambulance trains for wounded soldiers — 120 bogies 
and 7 ordinary. 

Special bogie troop carriages, broad gauge for soldiers, 18 bogies 
gauge ambulance trains, consisting of bogie carriages, 
19 bogies. 

Improvised armoured bogie wagons for Kalabagh-Bannu Rjxilway, 
2 bogies. 

(//) Stores Department . — 

The total value of stores despatched overseas in connection with 
the War amounted to Rs. 15,67,850. 
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(6^) Miacellaneotis Work onUide ordinan/ ntiiwut/ Otfuincas , — 

All Railway Workshops wore busily employed in the uuiimtiicture 
of articles required in connection with the War. 

/ (tiffe of work done, 
Rs. 

Engineering Department ... ... 51,00,000 

Loco. Department ... ... 9,98,225 

Carriage and Wagon Department ... 80,00,000 

The weight of the R. I. M. coal carried to Karachi from August, 
1914, to March, 1919, was 1,288,000 tons. 

The amount of grain carried into Karachi for .shipment to ports 
outside Europe was 1,514,000 tons. 

The amount of Military stores carried into Karachi for shipment 
to ports outside Europe was 1,514,000 tons. 

( /’) Publicity Work by Railways , — 

When the Publicity Committee was appointed a representative of 
the Railway was nominated to that Committee and measures were taken 
to extend the dissemination of correct War news. A thousand copies 
of the vernacular llaq weekly were subscribed f(>r and distributed to 
the employees, principally to men employed in the Workshops. The 
illiterate were formed into groups of 50 during the intervals between 
work and a literate man read to them news relating to the various 
fronts. Three third class free passes weni given to employees of the 
Publicity Committee carrying parcels of llaq, weighing one maund, and 
one of these was allowed to travel from Lahore to Delhi and anothiT 
to Peshawar, and the third to Multan via Montgomery, returning via 
Sargodah. They were permitted to sell the paper in the train and to 
hang boards with plivcards of the Haq on each side of the compartment 
in which they travelled. The journal was also allowed to be sold by 
the agents of the Publicity Committee where then* was no bookstall 
of Wheeler and Company. Posters <and Vernacular appeals and simple 
instructions to investors in connection with the Second Indian War 
Loan were posted in conspicuous places at Ib\ilway offices, workshops 
and third and intermediate class carriages. Pamphlets in English were 
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circulated to all offices of the North-Western Rail way. On the occasion 
of the announcenient of a victory, the buzzes and whistles of all the 
engines in the Workshoj) shod and station yard were kept going for an 
hour. All the iniportantstationsthroughouttheNorth-WestornRailway 
system, as well as all Railway offices in Lahoi’tj, wei*e handsomely 
decorated and illuminated, 'rriiimphal arches were provided at the 
Lahor(‘ station and the Railway (yVntral Offices. The Ijahore station 
and the triumphal arch(‘s at the Central offices were illuminated with 
♦•lectricitv. 


IRIUUATIOX Br.vxch, P. W. 1>. 

This department released 87 gazetted and 776 non -gazetted officers 
for military or other War work. The remaining staff had, therefore 
an t*xtra burden thrown on iluuu, but for all that they were able to 
e.xtend the irrigated area by over a million acres during the War, thereby 
ensuring a valuable addition to the food supply. Mi*. Leigh records 
the fact that this depai tment, in conjunction with the A jmer Railway 
Workshopsand some Delhi Factories, e(piipped at a cost of nearly 6 lakhs 
of rupees a Sliell Factory at Amritsar, w'here* 4*5 Howitziu* Shells and 
Shell-gauges were made. Here too were manufactured lance-heads, 
shoes, dog-spikes, spanneis and transport wagon parts to the value of 
over 2 lakhs of t;ppees, and repairs to the plant and machimuy suj>plied 
by the department for Mesopotamia were executed at a cost of 1 lakhs. 
In order to facilitate the transport of timber a special siding was laid 
down at Mangla by the In igation Branch of the P. W. T). 

Roads and BriLDixi^s Bkanh h, P. W. i>. 

From this department were relea.stKl for service in the Army 20 
Gazetted officeiN, (5 of them Royal Engineers) 4 UpjXjr SiibordinateM 
and 20 clerks and tem{X)i arv (‘inphn'ees. In 1 91 7 the regular staff was 
depleted of 70°/^ of the European officjeix It is to the cix'dit of those 
remaining that besi<li‘s efficiently discharging the ordinary duties of 
the department they undertook c(‘rtain military ikmmIs lu'cessitated by 
the bridging of the Haro and the (ffieiiab rivei-s, the erection of luilitaiy 
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offices and barracks an<l the upkeep of ronds, i spoeiall} round about 
Rawalpindi, which had to bear the stnvun of iucivased and heavy 
mechanical transport. On them was also thrown the bask of preixiring 
for and executing a variety of works, the necessity of which arose 
under War conditions. Thus an extra story was addt^l to tin; Army 
Headquarters, Simla, and to the Infantiy Lines at Ludhiana and 
Montgomery, The trestle bridge on the Haro river was built in 
three months at a cost of Rs. 1,14,000, and the construction of the 
two I’oad-bridges at Wazirabad aggregat(‘<l 2,840 feet in length. 

Forest Department. 

Out of nine eligible officers of the Imperial Forest Service, 8 i(‘ceived 
Military Commissions. This Department supplied nearly 8,000 tons of 
sawn timber, 3,000 ha/fiK, over 50,000 railway sle(‘pers, 20,000 t<uis 
of fire wood, 50,000 bamboos, 1,400 lance staves, 57,000 tons of tur[)entiiu‘ 
and 2,000 tons of rosin. The greater part of the timber supplied was 
in the form of sawn beams, planks, and .scantlings. To obtain thest' 
considerable difficulty was encountered tnsing to the paucity of sawing 
facilities, as suitable machinery could not hr procured from abroa<l. A 
firm owning a mill at Jhelum placed its smTices at the disj)osal of 
the Munition Board and more than double<l its outturn. 

Jail Department. 

Four nuMlical officei’s in charge of jails were surnuidered for military 
duty and thn^e m>n-gazett«^d officers joined the Indian Army Reserve 
of officers, while six subonli nates wen* deputed to the JMilitary Accounts 
Department. In a previous page a refei’ence has been made to the 
extent to which convict labour was utilized to form a sw«»eper, a porter, 
and a labour corps to suppleiucuib a shortage of men in Mesopotamia. 
The industrial activities of this department expander! considerably 
during the War. All the ordinary industries, save those which were 
indispensable to the efficient working of the jails, were ch)scd down, and 
the labour thus made available, nearly all of which is unskilled, was 
devoted to the manufacture of articles necessary for the War. Of these 
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blankets and tents and drugs were the most iinpei'tant. To the credit 
of this department it has t<i be recorded that it was able to turn out 
1 ,820 uniforms, 10,000 articles of stable equi})ment, 209 maunds of rope, 
and 270,000 labels. Th<‘ surplus men were drafted to the Egerton 
Woollen Mills at Dharival and to the Khcwra Salt Mines, and they 
also supplemented the shortage of labour in Ai’scnals, Grass- farms, and 
Military Works. 


Privatk Gifts of M.vtkhials. 

It is impossible to giv(‘ anything like a c«)rr<‘ct catalogue «>f these, 
for the record in respect to them is incomplete. Mr. Leigh classifies 
them as follows : — 

(a) IFeapons . — 2 machine guns from Jind and 50 swords from 
Shah))ura. 

(4) 'IWmport . — 1 paddle steamer from Bahawal])ur, I Motor car 
from Chamba, 13 motoi* cais and I motorcycle 
from Patiala, and 10 tongas from Rawalpindi. 

((0 Machiner}p — 1 Blackstonc' Engine from Bahawalpur, 5 lathes 
from Sirmui*, and 5 lathes from Ludhiana. 

(rf) — 6 Kitchen tents from Jind. 

(e) Food ffraiifs. — 2,000 maunds of wheat from Karnal, 200 
maunds apiece from Lahore and Multan and 20 
maunds of grain from Ambala. 

(/') Foddf'r. — (K) tons from Hissar, 1,000 maumis from 
Rawalj)iudi, 500 maunds from Ijudhiana, and a 
large but unspecified quantity from Lvallpur. 

{//) lliur Matiinal . — 100 maunds of saltpetre apiece from 
Qujranwala and Hhahpura and 50 maunds 
from Hissai". More than 18,000 matinds of 
accacia bark (for tanning) from Patiala, 
Jind, Bahawalpur, Maler Kotla, Faridkot, and 
Kapurthala. 

(//) Huiofularfi , — 19 pairs from ditt'ereut sources. 

(/) Kf^roftine Tihh, — 4,104 empty tins from Ambala. 
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(J) Animals , — From the Native States, 2,044* camels, 793 horses, 
and 520 mules. From British Districts, 69 
camels, 13 horses, and 2 mules. 

The aggregate value of these materials c'xcetnled 10 lakhs of 
i*upees. Apart from this a large number of animals was obtained by 
purchase. Lyallpur had to find 5,000 camels for its 4 Guarantee 
(Wps. Hissar provided 5,000 camels and ovei- 2,000 bullocks for. 
transport and Ferozepur 1 ,500 camels. 

Sai'dar 0111x11111 Singh of Karnal in September, H)I8, mad(‘ over 
fj) Government for the remainder of the War his Jaghir of Rs. 1,770 
pi*r annum. Similar gifts amounting to Rs. 700 per annum were 
made from Amritsar, and from the same District the firm of M. Maula 
Baksh and Haji Qadir Baksh deposited Rs. 50,000 without interest, 
in the Treasury. A good many holders of War Loan Bonds, 
especially amongst the Mahomedans, refused to take any iutcu'ost on 
the amount subscribed by them. In Lyallpur the Colonists in 1918 
made an interesting and patriotic proposal to hand ovei' to 
Government the produce of 1. Killa one twenty-fifth part) of 

each square of land. As it was inii> 0 RHible to ari*ang(‘ loi* the 
collection and disposal of the produce, the scheme was replaced by 
one whereby each village subscribed a certain sum to the War Loan, 
and umlertook to dev<jte the interest to some communal purpose. 
The R iwalpindi War History records that it was Sirdar Jai Singh of 
Rawalpindi who gave 10 tongas with all accessories at Rs. 4,500, for 
usr in France, and also 1,000 inaunds of hay, while Sirdar Buta 
Singh gave contributions in kind to the value of^Rs. 3,500 in the 
shap(^ of furniture for the Red Cross DepOt, Monro Soldiers’ Canteens, 
etc. From the Simla War History we find the Jubbal State 
contributing a motor launch costing Rs. 8,000 for Red Cross seiwice 
in Mesopotamia, and that it founded 5 beds costing Rs, 2,000 each in 
Lady Chelmsford’s Special Red Cross X-Ray and Electric 
Therapeutic Hospital at Dehra Dun. The Bushahr State also 
contributed a Motor Ambulance. The Ourdaspiir District presented 
an Ambulance Motor Car at a cost of Rs. 10,634. It was used in 
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Mesopotamia. Amongst other gifts rhay be mentioned, n billiard 
table from the Chief of Patandi, a motor car from .Sardar Eachman 
Singh of Buria, a Durbar tent for the Y. M. C. A. from Bahawalpur 
State* 1,896 durries and 2,500 towels from Faridkot, 6 gramophones 
from Mandi, 2.000 raaunds of potatoes from Chaiuba, 25,000 lb. ot 
tea from Sirmur and 500 from Bhagat. Bushahr State gave 100 
pairs of socks monthly. 



PUNJAB VOUIMK. 




I’llN.IAK VOLUMK. 



Put B^SE pLATC. Sc rivLt, 


[P. H4) 




PUNJAB VOIiUMK. 



[p. «+l 










JTXJAB \'<)LL mk 



F02E THRC^D. 



I'UXJAH VOLUMK. 





VOT.UMK. 



- H M s N G Bo 




I'rxJAi; vuLrMK. 



TuRwmG eoppup b,\wds 




C H A I * r E k I . 


RKl) CROSS WORK. 

Is a previous (tha|)ter doaliiig with “ Monoy and Ciifts.” full (i(»tai].s 
have been given of the niotiey that was raiscHl in eonnoction with Rod 
Cross Work in India, and of the iiinuerous gifts that Howod in from 
various directions. In this Oliaptiu* it is proposed to furnish a short 
account as to how this money and these gifts were utilized and the 
agency through which this philanthrophic work was carricjd into 
effect. 

The Joint War Comniitt(*e of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
and the British Red Cross Society, Indian Branch, was foi’inally 
constituted on 2nd August, n)l(i, and has hcjen responsible for the 
provision of almost the wholes of the supplies of comforts for the sick 
and wounded ever since. Of this Committee, the Viceroy, I^cly 
Chelmsford, and the Commander-in-Chief were the President, Lady 
President, and ViccePresidont, res)>ectively, and its affairs were 
managed by an Executive Comniitti'e of which the fbm’ble SirC 'laudo 
Hill was the Chairman and the Members were officials and non-officials 
selected from different i)t\rts of India. The Punjab was reiaesented 
by Lieut.-Col. P. S. M. Burlton, th(‘ Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Chawdhry 
LjiII Chaiid and hy thc^ (Teii<‘ral Sc*cretarv, Majm* J. C. Coldstream. In 
the beginning of 1018 a scheme of reorganization of Rf‘d Cross work 
throughout India and Burma was ado[»tod as tin* i-esidt of which each 
Province became practically autonomous as regards its own Red 
Cross work. The wants of Military Hospitals situated within the 
boundaries of a Prpvince became its own sp(‘cial care, and were met 
by a Provincial Committee which administoied Provincial Euncis and 
organized Work Parties and other supplies. 
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R»et'orc* proceeding to deal with the work of the Provinoifil Red 
Cross Cornunttee, it is d(‘sirable to notice briefly how the wants 
and coinforls of the Indian soIdiei*s weiv met ])revious to the 
organization of the Joint War Committee in U)l(), that is, during tlu‘ 
hrst two y(‘ars of the War. An Indian Soldiers’ Knud was inaugurated 
in England on the 1st October, 1914, when a Committee was formed 
under tlu* CJiairmanshi]) of Sir John ‘ Hew<‘tt, the nKunbers being 
ladies and genth'meii, both English and Indian, who had some 
previous e<mneeti(»n witli Fndia, eitlua* in an official or private 
capacity, 'fhe Fund ow(‘d its inception to tlu' Order of St. rfohn of 
Jerusalem, whose Sovereign Head and Patron is His Majesty the 
King-Emperoi’, and u]) to tin* (‘nd of .‘lOth September, 1918. it had 
received by way of donation.^ the sum of £2loJ)0(). J'he objects of 
th<‘ Indian Soldiers' Fund were i hrecJold : 

(1) To maintain tfu* Lad\ Hardingi* Hospital at Hrackenhurst 
Park. The hospital was established by Mrs. Morant and named after 
Lady Hardingv. It acconnuodat(‘d o20 patients and was staffed by Urn 
retired officers of the* Indian Medical Serxic.e, nucha* Liiait.-CVJond 
Perry, (M.K.,an(l nineteen nurses specially chosen for thiar knowledge of 
the language's and re<juiremeiits of Indian patients. Tht‘ numbei* of 
liatients treat(‘<l from the 20th January, 1915, to 2nd March. 1916, was 
2,629. 

(2) 'ft* supply comibrts of all kinds to all hospitals in Great 
Britain and France iif which fndian wounded were treated. Besides 
the Lacly Hardinge Hos])ital, the wants of eight other hospitals were 
attended l,o in England, twenty in Franc(‘, one in Alexandria, and also 
nine hosjiital ships. On the departure' of the Corps from Franco the 
Fund eoniinned to supply comforts to the units that rc'mained and 
extemled its operations to other theatres of War, /■/c'., in Egypt and 
Palestine. Some' idea of the nature of the articles supplied can be 
formed from the following figures which are given by Col. Merewether 
in “The Indian Corps in France”:- 

78,000 Handkerchiefs .. 85,000 

Balaclava caps ... 12,000 Sweets ... 12,600 lbs. 
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Cigiu-ettes ... 22.0()(>,000 Env . . . 850, (K)() 

OramophontNS ... 40 P^n'f^scojx's ... 2,000 

Roligians btwks ... 7,000 Footballs ... 130 

(3) Tf> suppli^inent l.he clothing and conitbits supplied hy 
Oovemiiient U» Indian trot>ps on service, 'rhis inchuh^d the conveyance 
of sick and wounded Indians with the greatest possibh*' coudort and 
despatch, for which purpo.se 'Pheir Majesties pres(‘nte<l a motor 
ambulance and Mr. Arthur du Cross, M. P., the Hon. Gideon Murray 
and othei^ a motor ambulance convoy of fifty vehicles. The Indian 
pri 80 iiei*s of war were not neglected, and to each one a Red Cross 
kit-bag was sent containing a useful assortment of clothing and other 
comforts. Brahman and other prisoners, whose caste restrictions 
prevented their eating bread prepared by Europeans, matei*ial was 
furnished to enable them to bake their own supply. 

From all quarters testimony is borne to the good work done by 
the Red Cross Association and the Indian Soldiers’ Fund. General 
Sir James Willcocks, who was in command of the Indian Expeditionary 
Cotps, writes : — “The Reef Cross Association, with all its million 
activities, was blessed by none more than by the men who came from 
the far-off mountains and plains of India. It is not too much to say 
that, iui far as the soldiers of India were concerned, for nothing that 
was done for them were they more grateful than the work of the 
Indian Soldiers’ Fund.” The author of “ The Indian Corps in France ” 
testify from personal knowledge that “ it was impossible to visit the 
trenches, billots, or hospitals without meeting at every turn evidence 
of the solicitude with which the comfort and well-being of the Indian 
Roldiem were considered in every detail.” From the very inauguration 
of the Fund, Lord Roberts took the liveliest interest in its welfare 
and its Headquartei-s, which were at I, Carlton House Terrace, 
kindly lent by Lord Curzon of KeddleHt(ui, was one of the Ia.st places 
visited by him before his final journey to France. 

Thanks to the courtesy of Captain Winthorp, A.-l).-C. to His 
Excellency the Governor of the Punjab, who kindly plac(‘d at our 
disposal three reports of the Punjab Provincial Centre of the Joint 
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W^ir C<nniiiitt(‘(.*, we are iniabled to give wluit at best is an imperteet 
aee.oimt of the many-sided a(;tivi ties in Conm^etion with Red Cross 
work, 'rhe first Report deals with the period Oetober 1st, 1917, to 
Deeembta* 1918. Previous to this the Report of the Joint War 
(Nuiiinittee was ineluded in that of the St. John’s Ambulance 
Association, 1'^iinjab. 'fhis dealt with the re-organization of Red 
( -ross work in accordance with instructions I’eceived from the Joint 
War Committe<^ Jndian Bi-anch. Under these directions Red Cross 
l)epdts IN ere established at Lahore and Rawalpindi, and all surplus stock 
was sent to the Red Cross Depot at Bombay. Hospitals weni allotted 
to <'aeh of tlu‘ Punjab Depots and these hospitals indented on them. 
Working partit‘s vver(‘ ojganized at all the principal cities, and where 
there was in one station a working party and a military hospital, the 
latter was supplied localh^ as far as possible^, and in case of deficiency 
it was iiiadt* up by grants of mon(*y from the Joint War Committee, 
Punjab (.\*utre, 'rhi‘ Provincial (.k)mmittee was managed by Lady 
O’Dwytu* and oth(‘r ladies of the Lahon* Work Party, aided by the 
hiXecutive ( ^mimittee of the. St. John’s Ambulance Association, Punjab 
Provincial C(*ntre, and its functions during the period undi*r report 
w(*r(* as follows ; — 

(1) i'nllertiom of rihnffouH in kirn! <unl ntonef/ for Rnd CroxA' 
trork. — Th(» total amount collected for hospital, Ambulance and Red 
Cross Fuufls wrt^, as has been (fetailed in the pi*evious chapt(T, over 
Rupees thirty lakhs, of which seventeen lakhs werci received in 
connection with the Our Day Fund and a little over two lakhs by 
means of the Lucky Bag. 

(2) DiHfyfhnlion of Rnd (Voaa ar/irfnft io Aoftpila/ft, and of 
ron/for I A to pat i nut A in hoApifnfA and Afippft/ of the Red CroHS Depfd^ 
Bonihap.^lt is impossible to give details of the articles supplied as 
they arc^ far too numerous and comprise almost every thing that 
could bo imagiiu^d which was conducive to the restoration to health 
and to the comfort of invalids, in the shape of medicine, food, cloths, 
tobacco, stationery, furniture, and articles classed under the head of 
recreation. But sonu‘ idea may b(' formed of the enormous range of 
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the Rod Cross uetivities by tho list of the hospitals that were 
supplied : — 

Bhitish Hospitals. 


Ambala 

... Station Hospital. 

Amritsar 

Do. 

Campbcllpur ... 

Do. 

Attock 

Do. 

Dalhousie 

Do. 

Dagshai 

Do. 

Do. 

... British Convalescent Section. 

Do. 

. . . British MalariaConvalescentDepot. 

FerozejMir 

... Station Hospital. 

Julliiuder 

Do. 

Jiitogh 

Do. 

Kasauli 

Do. 

Lahore Cantonment 

Do. 

Multan 

Do. 

Sialkot 

Do. 

Sabathu 

Do. 

Solon 

Do. 


Indian Hospitals. 

Ambala 

... War Hospital. 

Do. 

... Indian Convalescent St*ction. 

Do. 

, . . Combined Infantry especially 


Equipped Hospital. 

Do. 

... Oth Hudson Hoi-se Hospital. 

Do. 

. . . Dith Lancei-s, New Hardinge LiiU‘s. 

Do. 

... 23rd Punjabis Troops Hospital. 

Do. 

... No. 1 Section Hospital. 

Do. 

... Uinbeyala lanes Hospital. 

Do. 

Panipat Lines Hosjrital. 

Do. 

... Hari Smith Lines Hospital. 
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Ambala 

2/65t.h Cook’s Riflos Hofipital. 

Do. 

. . . General Hospital. 

Amritsar 

... F. C. D. Hospital. 

Do. 

... 2nd Mule Corps Dcpdt Hospital. 

Do. 

. . . War Hospital. 

Bakloh 

Do. 

Campbellpur . . . 

Do. 

Dharainsala 

... 2/12th Pioneers Hospital. 

Do. 

. . . War Hospital. 

Do. 

... 1/lst and 2/l8t Gurkha Hu.spital, 

Dura Ghazi Khan 

... A. D. M. S. 

Ferozepur 

... l/80th Punjabis Hospital. 

Do. 

... War Hospital. 

Karnal 

... Indian Stationary Hospital. 

Jullunder 

. . . War Hospital. 

Jhelum 

... S. M. 0., I. M. S. 

Do. 

... Especially Equipped Dep6t War 

Hospital. 

Karnal 

... Civil Surgeon. 

Kotgarh * 

... Indian Troops Hospital. 

Lahore Cantonment 

. . . War Hospital. 

Do. 

... Chitral Lines Hospital, now 
2/1 13th Infantry Haspital. 

Ih*. 

. . . 2/35th Sikhs Hospital. 

Do. 

... Chaiiiseah Lines, now 2/30th 
Punjabis. 

Do. 

... Imperial Services Sapiiei's- Miners. 

Do. 

. . . Kut Lines Hospital 

Do. 

... Luck Lines Hospital. 

Do. 

... Extra Follower's’ Hospital. 

Do. 

... 17th Cavalry. 

Mnltan ... . 

... War Hospital. 

Do. 

... Indian Military Hospital. 


Kotgarh ii in Himh HiHh. 
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Montgomery 

Do. 

Patiala 

Simla 


... 1/I24th Baluchis Hospital. 

... 1 29th Baluchistan Infantry 

Hospital. 

. . . Indian "droops Ho.spital. 

... 1 1 7 th Mahrattas, now 1 /H 1st. 


Pioneers. 

(9) hftne of mateviaf fo he made up hy fttdiriihtaiH aad Work Partien 
into Red Cross articles and distribution of such Rod Cross articles 
aoi^inling to demand. 

Snhmlizinff War Dremtent' CloHHeH and Lund Wurk PariL^n, — It was 
hi)[)ed that every Local Red Cross Centre would be self-supporting, but 
wluMv hnancial aid was needed to keep giMxl work going on, the Joint 
War (vomuiittee granted subsidies to the amount of Rs. 1 1,97.5- l.^-O 
to I)r4^ssei*s’ Classes and Work Parties. 

/ miing the mck tn the hospitals, — Lady O’Dwyer aiTanged that 
ladies should make visits to military hospitals. Visitors took with 
thoMx gifts for the sick, and noted any demand that was made on tho^ 
s[)ot for Red Cross articles and comforts. 

Sewtng cut shirts for the Army Cloth mg Depot. — In September, 
1918, the Army Clothing Dep6t found difficulty in supplying a 
sufficiency of shirts for the Army. Each Red Cro.s8 Provincial Centre 
offered its services, and the Ladies' Work Parties of the Punjab were 
asked to have 11,200 flannel and 40,000 Khaki .shirts sewn. Most of 
the work was done from Goverament House, Lahore, but Lady O’Dwyer 
acknowledges the very valuable assistance from the Red Cross Centre, 
Rawalpindi, Mrs. Powney Thompson and the Multan Work Party, 
.Ml’S. Clarke and the Ferozepur Work Party, Mrs. Barton and the 
Jhelum Work Party, and Mrs. Renouf, Bahawalpur. The Punjab Red 
Ciuss Work Parties completed all that was asked of them by the Army 
C-Iothing Department. 

Relief of siekne^ in eonneetion with the Injlnenza epidemic, 1918 . — 
At the end of October, 1918, in spite of the constant calls upon the 
rcjHources of the Committee, owing to hospitals being crowded with 
Influenza patients, Lady O’Dwyer moved the Joint War Committee to 
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iuid(3rt{ike relief work through voluntary workers and through the 
district authorities of tlu' Punjab. 

The me^isure of redief thus aflPorded is indicated by grants 
amounting to Rs. 59,200 and purchases to the value of some Rs. 18,450 
made for the relief of influenza. The Committee felt it was in order 
that money should be spent on any object that resulted directly from 
thfe influenza epidemic. Thus a large item in expenditure on relief 
has been warm clothing. 

From a statement which is attached to this Report it would appear 
that systemetic house-to-houa(‘ visiting was taken in hand by about 
40 ladies in Lahore during the periorl the epidemic was at its worst. 
They gave meflieine, clothing, and milk to those who were in need, and 
the very ill were visited daily, often twice a day. The ladies, both 
European and Indian, w(‘re warmly welcomed by the people, a!id as a 
result of their personal experience they W(»re able to mak(3 some valuable' 
suggestions relating to the health and the sanitation of the city. 

In this connection the following workei's were commended: — 

Mrs. Cal(‘b, Mias WoUord, and the staff f)f Queen Mary’s College, 
Mrs. Inglis, Dr. Phailbus, Mias Gabriel, Miss Bhan, Mrs. Nelson, Miss 
Pim, Mrs. Sirajuddin, Miss Stratford, Miss Bose, and the staff of the 
Victoria High School, Mr. and Mi-s. Nicholson, Mrs. West, Mrs. Leeks, 
Mrs. Bettcrdge, the Revd. S. F. Harper, Revd. and Mi*s. Wilson, 
Deaconesses Kathoiiin^ and Soj)hy Smith, Dr. Utarid, Father Marcian, 
Father Theodulc, K. L, Rallia Ram. 

The second Report is in reality a Special Report, on lines similar 
to the first, for the three months January, February, and March, 1919, 
but there is one syiecial feature of this Report which calls for particular 
notice, and that is the revival by La<ly O’Dwyer of the Lady Hardinge 
Hospital League. This League hfid been started by Lady Hardinge 
in 1913, so as to arouse interest in th(j needs of Women’s Hospitals 
and sympathy with those sick and suffering in them, but owing to the 
War and the demands it made on the generosity of the people, active 
work in connection with it had practically ceased. These hospitals 
were, therefore, left without help, except in Bengal, where under the 
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Presidentship of Lady Ronaldshay the branch established there was 
still doing some work. Liviy ODwyer issued an appeal in the sunimer 
of 1918, to revive this League in the Punjab. According t(^ the Report, 
it met a noble response, for whereas the League had to its credit at the 
Bank of Bengal, Simla, the sum of Rs. 1,522 on the 1st July, 1918, by 
the end of March, 1919, the credit stood at Rs. 7,755. This was after 
a large number of useful articles of comfort had been despatched to 
various hospitals. There was a special branch tor Rawalpindi and 
Murree under Mrs. Lock, the Honorary Secretary. Apart from gifts in 
kind and the articles turned out by working }iavtii*s, the amount raised 
by private subscriptions came up to over Rs. 12,000, not a small sum 
considering the various deman<ls the pei)ple had to meet in conruM^tion 
with the War. The third Report ileals with the period April Jst, 1919, 
to December 31st, 1919, under the Presidentship of Lady Maclagan, 
who warmly supported and actively supervis(*d the various offshoots of 
Red Cross and Ambulance work. Owing to certain changes introduced 
the work fell more heavily on the C<mtral Committee. 

To carry on the Red Cross Work the Punjab was divided into a 
number of Centres, the chief ones being at Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, 
and Jheluin, In the spring of 1918 the organization of the Red Cross 
was tested in the Marri Expedition. The Lahore and Rawalpindi 
Depots, co-operating with an emergency dej)ot, created for the occasion 
by Mrs. Pownoy Thompson at Multan, were, able to deal promptly with 
all demands. The Agent of the North-Western Railway very kindly 
allotted a special wagon to enable Red Cross articles to reach the 
expeditionary force quickly. 

It was but natural that the excellent work done by the Red 
Cross in the Punjab should receive some recognition at the hands of 
Government. The 0. B. E. was conferred on Lady O’Dwyer, and the 
M.B.E. on Lady Dennys, Mrs. Barton, Mrs. Tydeman,and Mrs. Black. 
War work badges and certificates were conferred on the following 
workers; — 

Lahore Cenire. — Lieutenant-Colonel Robin, Mr. Grey, Mrs. Bayley, 
Mrs. Jacob, Mfs. Melville, Mrs. Craik, Mrs. Heap, Mrs. Lament, 
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Mrs. Ward, Mil® Galas, Mi-s. Muir Maasw, Mrs. Dyson, Mre. Michell, 
Miss Hendley, Miss Fagan, Mrs. Bolster, Mias Thornton, Mrs. Farmer, 
Ml’S. Gracey, Mrs. Parker, Mrs, Dennys, Mrs. Black, Mrs. StephenSon, 
Mrs. Glascock, Mrs. Beazley, Mis® Parker, Mrs, Hemmy, Mrs, .ElUs; 
Mrs. TolHnton, Mrs. Cross Barmtt, Lady Fane, Mrs. Boyd, Miss D«inaldi 
and Mrs. Ritchey. 

Ferosepnr Centre. — Mrs. Gillespie, Mi's, Beck, Mrs. Cooper, 
Mrs. Cattell. 

Sialkot Centre . — Mrs. Johnstone. 

Rawa/pindi Centre.— Flashman, Mrs. Wilders, Mrs. Buist, 
.Mrs. Powell, Mrs. Zobel, Mrs. Armstrong, Mrs. Frizelle, Mrs. Christian. 
Mrs. Fanshawe. Mrs. Hinde, Mrs. Dean, Mm. Murray, Mre. Goldney, 
Mrs. Skirup. 

Guji'animla Centre. — Mrs. Hamilton. 

GnrdaepHT Centre.— yLvsi. Estcourt, Mrs. Rallia Ram. 

Bakawalpnr Centre. — Mrs. Renouf, Mias Dacosta. 

Ambata Centre. — Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Fairlie. 

Ddhnueie Centre.— A. S. Marriot, Mrs. R. L. Robertson, 
Mrs. .Maxwell, Mrs. Hartwell. 

The services of the following ladies were brought to the notice of 
the Government of India for valuable services rendered in connection 
with the War up to August 4th, 1917:*— 

Mrs. Abdul ^iadir, Mrs. Barton, Mrs. Bolster, Mrs, Beck, 
Mrs. Black, Mrs. Buist, Mrs. Casson, Mrs. Cross Barratt, Mre. Craik, 
Mrs. Do Rhe-Philipe, Mrs. Elliot, Mrs. Estcourt, Lady Fane, 
Mrs Frizelle, Mrs. Gracey, Mrs. Hamilton, the Rani of Kalsia, 
Mrs. Lament, Mrs, Miller, Mrs, J. Mitchell, Mrs. Mohammad Shafi, 
Lady O’Dwyer, Miss O’Dwyer, Mrs. Powney Thpm^, Mrs. Rallia 
Ram, Mrs. Renouf, Mrs; Shah Din, Mrs. Stephenson, Mrs. Tollinten, 
Mrs. Tydeman, Mrs. Thapur. : , ' 

Lady O’Dwyer also acknowledged the valuable a^istance rendered 
by the following War Workers in the Punjab * 
Lioutenant-Oolonel Buck, Mr. M. S. R Butler. Pandit Balmokand, ; 
S. D, O.; Rangra, ^ai Takhat Sii^li, FetompurJ Ifiia ' 
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MM Clarke. Connolly, Mrs. Cockbum, 

Mw. i)ui^ Mrs, IMgnas, MM Dallas, Mrs. Qibbs, Mrs. Heapi 
Mrs. Hardings, Mra Henriqnes, Miss Kerr, Mrs. Kenixaway, Miss Lacey' 
MwaLewin, Maawell, Mrs. Meakins. Mrs, Mercer. Mra. Macpherson, 
Mrs. M^lsonr, Mrs. Oertal. Mrs. LeRossignol, Miss Anderson, 
M». Strickland, Mrs. Townsend, Mias Whitaker, Mrs. Rattan Lai Kaisth, 
Nagrota, Kai%ia, Mrs, Dina Nath, Kaistha, Kangra, Miss Helm' 
Miss Woodside. Miss Sadiq, Mrs. Abdullah, Mrs. James. Mrs. Karam 
Chand Bhasin, Miss Rose, Miss Morrison, and Mrs. Inglis. 

Whilst giving every credit to private enterprise, it will be 
manife.stly unfair to ignore the valuable services rendered by the 
Medial Department of the Punjab in the alleviation of suffering of 
the sick and wounded during the War. To start with, it surrendered 
for military duty or other War work no less than 32 officers of 
the Indian Medical Service, 28 Military Assistant Surgeons, 199 
Civil Assistant Surgeons, 182 Compounders, 3 Nursing Sisters, and 19 
Staff and Probationary Nurses. 1,267 Dressera were also specially 
trained and 882 of them were actually accepted for active service. In 
addition to training these men to their ordinary duties, the 
depleted .staffs had to train men to take the place of those drafted to 
military duty and to e-varaine recruits. This was done with such 
thorough good-will that frequently long journeys were undertaken 
over bad roads to save the recruits a tramp to headquai-ters. And 
the efficiency of their work is testified to by the fact that 1 mfm in 4 
was rejected. 

Lady Maclagan took over the charge of the Joint War Committee, 
Punjab Provincial Branch, from L^y Q’Dwyer in May, 1919. From 
that, timeiOnwards the chief woi* was keeping the Punjab Hospitals 
and War Mospitals supplied with equipment and comforts to enable 
th«to,to;pdpe with the large increase in the number of patients due 
to the Afg^n War ^Frontier troubles. The Committee continued 
= w^king^ on the ^me as heretofore, with the exception that a 
^ centres ceased to exist either, on the 

Ps^ties hr on the ahoUtion of Loc^.War 
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HiKspitals and u consequent decjroase in , the demand for articles. 
Jhelntn, Multiiti, and Rawalpindi continued as large local centres, the 
Punjab contn^s at Lahore and Simla taking up a great deal of the 
work which had previously been done by local centres. A certain 
amount of work was done by the Punjab centre on behalf of the 
Central Committee at Simla in the way of supplying articles which 
they at the moment wore unable to supply. In 1920 the Red 
Cross operations were brought to a close, but a building is under 
construction at Lahore which when completed will receive and carry 
on work under tho new scheme which is at present under discussion, 
viz,, the Indian Red Cross Society. 

Lady Maclagan in her Report specially commended the following 
ladies for the valuable assistance rendered by them in various directions 
ill connection with the Red Cross Work : — 

Mrs. Fagan, Miss Fagan, Mi's. Henriques, Mrs. Richey, Mrs. Cocks, 
Mrs. Prescott, Mrs. Montgomery, Mrs. Hugo, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Elliott, 
Mrs. Ives, Mrs. Nicolas, Mi’s. Inglis, Mrs. Townsend, Mrs. Wilson, 
Mrs. Morrison (Lyallpur), Mrs. Hartwell (Bakloh). 

Two District Branches — Multan under Mrs. Powney Thomson 
and Jhelum under Mrs. Barton — were specially commended for the 
“untiring etforts and splendid work'* done by them, while a suitable 
acknowledgment^jwas made of the valuable assistance with money 
and gifts rendered by the following ladies and gentlemen: — 

Khan Saheb Abdullah Khan, Hoti Mardan ; Mohammad 
Husain, Pay Officer, Office of the Superintendent, Police, Lahore; 
Mr. O. W. V. De Rhe-Philipe, Lahore ; Ismails of Ijahore ; the War 
Association; District Hoshiarpur; Lala Sanji- Mai, Lahore; Sant Singh, 
tojicher, Khalsa High School, Lahore; Dew;an Tek Ghand, O. B. E., 
Ktirnal ; Rana Upeiidra Chand, Hoshiarpur; Khurshaid Air Khan, 
Hoshiarpur; Bedi Manniohan Singh, Hoshiarpur; Dr. Dina Nath, 
Kayastba, Kangra and Lyallpur; Lala Dewan Chand, ^^ttock; 
Miss E. J. Martin, Fatlmnkot; Rai Saheb Barkat Ram, Khosk, 
Ferozepur;‘the Faridkot Durbar; Begum Zulfiqar Ali Khan; and the 
Superintendent, Mandi State. 
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6 ^mophones fifom Jfondh 2jfW maands of potafeKsa from Chamba, 
25,000 lb. of ten from SirmttP and 500 lb. from Bhagst. The 
Baafodm State gave 100 pairs of socks monthly. 
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^ PUBUCITY WOEK. 

It was in June, 1&18, the Punjab Government announoed the 
ostablishment of the Provincial Publicity Committee, and the work 
carried on by it up to the end of the period ending February, 1919, 
forms the subject of a report, which has been published by the 
Government, giving in detail the work that was done by this Committee 
and the necessity which had brought it into existence. This is 
summarized as follows : — 

1. To disseminate accurate inlonnation regarding the progress 

of the War. 

2. To make known the objects and methods of the enemy. 

8. To advertise the need for increased supplies ol men, money, 
• and munitions of War. 

4. To contradict mischievous rumotirs and baseless reports. 

5. 'fo impress tho absolute need for economy in all directions. 

6 To receive offers of service and direct those who offered to 
the quarters where their services might be most profitably 
utilized. 

7. To secure the co-operation of all classes of tho community 
in the prosecution of the War 

From Prance to India is a far cry. Even the educated classes 
of this country had but a hazy notion as to the reasons why England 
was forced to join the European War. The ipasses put it down to 
the one reason that was intelligible to them, and that was the desire 
for conquest or for revenge. The English were looked upou as a 
human and chivalrous nation, they were mhiU, And so were the 
Germans, and these were also credited with similar characteristics, 
for they knew nothing of tho bnitalitieiS committed by them and the 
ravages wrought by them over the countries they traversed. Of the 
fhet that the German Emperor had before the War, when he was at 
peaee with England, boseted of hfs designs on India, they had no 
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knowledge. It was hard for them to believe that His Ex-Majesty 
ha<l stated : “ We shall not only occupy India, we shall conquer it. 
And the vast revenues which the British allow to be taken by Indian 
Princes will, after our conquest, flow in a golden stream to the 
Fatherland, The attitude of England towards Turkey was a puzzle. 
The English for over a century had been the best friends of the 
Ottotnan Empire, and o\\ several critical occasions had prevented its 
dismemberment and Constantinople from being annexed by Russia. 
And now they were not only utilising Indian Mussalmans to fight their 
i‘o-veligioniHts in Eunipe, but, it was rumoured, had desc'crated and 
occupied the holy places of Islam and were deterinine<l to destroy 
the KhiUfat of the Srdtan of Turkey. Rumour was indeetl busy 
with more circumstantial details of the War. Sir Michael 0*l)wyer, 
in one of his speeches, stated : When I was at Lahore i was assured 
that the troopship containing the 28th Punjabis had been sunk and 
a number of lives lost. The 28th Punjabis hail been recently stationed 
in Lahore and had been moved to Ceylon. The Adjutant was at 
Lahor<?, He telegraphed to Ceylon and found that the Regiment not 
only had not moved, but that there was no intention of moving them.*’ 
In another speech he had to contradict the “ foolish rumours ” 
that the invasion by Germany of India was imminent, and that serious 
trouble had already arisen in Baluchistan. He had to assure the 
people of the Punjab that the petty rising of the Mari tribe had been 
promptly suppressed and that the Chief and his followers had 
surrendered unct^nditioually. Surely we find here suJBcient reasons for 
bringing into oxistence a Publicity Board which, while disseminating 
true information, would contradict false reports and at the same time 
\vt)uld give a stimulus to meeting the urgent demand for man-power 
and money and materials for carrying on the War, 

The Piovinoial Publicity Committee consisted of forty-four 
members, officials and non-officials, Europeans and Indians. Amongst 
these were two ladies, Mrs. Caleb and Mrs. Stratfonl. The Bar wea 
fairly well repro.-iented, as also the Educational Department and the 
Press, Europi*an and Indian, The HonHble Mr. P» J. Pagan, the 
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l^nanoia) Camniis^ioner, was the PresideQt, Mr. A. J. W. Kitchin, 
a Senior Deputy Commissioner, the Secretary, and Khan Bahadur 
Sheikh Abdul Asia, the Joint Secretary. The last two were placed 
in general and direct charge with Headquarters at Lahore and the 
following ftve Siib-Cominittees were formed : — 

1. Press and Literature. 

2. Bdncation. 

3. Lectures and Advertisements. 

4 Kntertivintnents and Exhibitions. 

5. Pi'o{>aganda among Women. 

There was, besides this, an Executive Committee consisting of 13 
members, Europeans and Indians, officials and nun-officials, with 
Mr. Fagan as the President. Meetings of the various Committees were 
held from time to time, the Press Sub-Committee meeting regularly 
once a week. The activities of these Committees were manifold and 
it will be convenient to describe them separately. 


Publications. 

One of the most effective items in the programme of publicity 
propaganda in the Punjab was newspapers and publication work, 
accomplished by means of; — 

1. A weekly War Journal, the Haq, published in three languages, 

vh., English, Urdu, and Qurmukhi. 

2. District Journals and other District publications and 

supplements to the Haq. 

8. Books, pamphlets, and leaflets. 

4 Posters, placards, and maps. 

H. Articles .supplied to other newspapers. 

Engihi Haq . — This was started in July, 191 8, as a supplement 
to five leading papers, and developed into an independent organ in 
September. It has been all along edited separately and has somewhat 
diflfbred in contents Aom the Urdu Haq. Its weekly cireulation as a 
sniqilement was about twelve thousand, and as an independent papei 
it varied between one and thrfie thousand copies per week. The total 
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number of copies, including the supplements, aggregating more than 
.‘1,10,000 copies. The paper was sold at one anna per copy and more 
than coviuvd its expiuises. It ceased publication at the end of Mai\;h, 
1010. 

77/e Unnutil'/ti lliitj . — Tt eaineoutin August, 1018, and soon attained 
a circulation of 0,000 copies per week. Being ediie<l sepirately its 
(Contents diffen^d fi*om the Knglishand Urdu 77////, though some important 
articles were c<»iniuon to all. It was sold at one pic(* per copy till 
December, 1018, and aftt‘r that for two pic(‘. Sizes sixteen pages j>er 
c(»pv. The total number of copies published was more than i. 1 8,000. 

7V/C ('nh( 7A///. — ‘Phis needs a more didailed ludice. It was brought 
out in July, 1018, with 10,000 as the first issue, and in two months arnl 
a half the publication rose to 70,000. when the Local Government 
a umxitiium fur its ])iiblication. A special lakh number was brought 
out ill September. A high standard of ctticiencv was maintained in the 
production of its lit<n*atuve, which included War and other poems, 
articles on the progress of thi‘ War, the need for men, money, and 
munitions an<l on enemy methods and aims, articles u\\ agriculture, 
Iratle and industries, besides stories.dramas and anecdotes on War topics. 
Amongst its special features were a ladies page, material of interest to 
students and illustrations ranging from War maps to pictures and 
cartoons. Jt was not distribute<l free as in other provinces, but .sold 
at one pice per copy tfll tile close of the year 11118, and then for two 
pice per copy. From the account given in the Report and from the 
Press notices attached thereto, there can be noquestion of the popularity 
of the Urdu Ifaq. Newspaiiers of all shades of opinion fh'oly repixiduced 
from it, sometimes wi thout acknowledgment. It had a large circulation 
not only in the Punjab, inclmling the Native States, but in the North 
West Frontier and even in far away places in South India, such as 
Bombay, Aurangabad, and Hyderabad, which b(*tween them took .500 
copies per week. 1'ho total number of copies published during the 
period of report amounted to 1,880,000. It is estimated that of the 
three editions of 77//// nearly two million copies wore hisued, with a total 
of thirty-three million pages. 
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Newspaper Articles , — AbontOOOarticlescach written to suit readers 
of the journal concerned were contributed to the various newspapers, 
which often published them in their editorial columns, as no stipulation 
was made regarding an acknowledgment of their source. For the benefit 
of the Vernacular Press translations and adaptations were made of 
the articles and leaflets supplied by the Central Publicity Board of 
important speeches of the Viceroy and tlie Lieutenants Governor of the 
Punjab. More than 80 press commuitiqifes w(*re issued dealing with 
the proceedings of the Transpoi t and Communication ( 'ommittee, the 
cuiTciicy question, reasons for the certainty of the victory ol‘ the Allies, 
frontier news, the alleged burning of the (Juru Grant Sahib, the price 
of wheat, high prices and the action of Governnumt in dealing with 
them, the influenza epidemic, the Turkish prisoners of war, educational 
facilities for Indian soldiers’ children, employment in Mesopotamia and 
other topics connected Avitli the War. There can be no question that 
these articles exerted a powerful influence on the Pr(‘ss taken as a 
whole. 

District PttUicaiioMS. — Separate Distiict If (tr Journals were issued 
from ten Districts, Gujranwala, Amritsar, Jullunder, Rawalpindi. 
Kangva, Montgomery, (}urdaspur, Sialkot, Lyallpnr, and Fertizepur. 
These also published their own insets, and, for placc‘s where it w^as not 
possible to make local printing arrangements, the Pro\ incial C/ommitt(*e 
allowed those to be publishe(l occasionally in tin' /A/y. Various othc'r 
publications in the form of books, pamphlets, and leaflets \vere brought 
out by the District Committees. 

postern, P/acarJs, anJ Jd rcrtinchtcafn. - Sixty of these W(U-(» ivssuoil, 
the total number aggregating about 1 1»5,0()0. Thf\y dealt with : — 

1. Six posters on the* War Loan (27,000 copies). 

2. Eight posters on recruiting (83,000 copies). 

3. Three posteis on the currency question (20,000 copies). 

4. Hix poster on Ilaq. 

6 Six War Map posters. 

6. Six Victory pastel’s. 

7. Fifteen Victory placards. 
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8. Three tnifiKSel Igneous ^pladarck. 

0. Seven ftiiscellanenns 

{a) The vietory poster isstted on the signing of the Armistice was 
very attractive and evoked a large public demand, many people making 
special efforts to 9e<mre a ct>py for display in fmnt of their houses and 
shops. 

(^) In addition to the above 107,000 post-catds wei’e printed 
with War Loan and recruiting exhortations on the address side and wild 
through the Postal Departuient in the Usual way, and 320,000 special 
caids were printed and distributed among school boys throughout the 
Province as mementoes of Victory Day. 

(<?) Plocatds and poster^ were put up in railway carriages and 
.stations, while Government buihlings and other public places were 
titiliied for a similar purjMise. 

(//) Notices were published in other papers when necessary. 

(<>) Publicity literature was sold in railway carriages and stations, 
at Messrs. Wheeler & Co.'s bcMik-stalls, at the oidinary city booksellei's 
and at special stalls. It consisted besides the Haq of such books as 
“ Comrades in Arms," in English and in UrtUi, “ Germany s Eastern 
Dream," ** Lecturers' Handbook," ** Hilv\*r Bullets," and the /rar, the 
monthly journal of the Centra! Board. Amongst the pamphlets 
distributed were Qe^nany's Rule in East Africa," (Urdu), “Hindustani 
iSipahi," ^iTrdu), Summary of Reibnns Report (English and Urdu), 
War Speeches of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab and other 
leaflets on War Loan, Recruiting, Indian Defence Force Rules, the 
message of Her Majesty the Queen bo the women of India and of 
His Majesty the King- Emperor to the people of India. 


Education. 

On the Sub-Committee for education there were ten members, 
and the object of their activities was to reach the girls and boys in 
colleges and schools. This was done in a variety of ways 

(a) A series of model lessons on the Wat was contributed to the 
Phol, a weekly magasitKe for chihifen in Urdu. Two 
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(hoitsiiiKl copies of* this paper \vi‘iv (listriljute<l to nearly 
all Primary and Upper Priiuary Schools in the Province. 
With the sanction of the Education Department the first 12 
h‘H.sons in Knglisli and Urdu were printed in book form for 
use in the schools, and a second part was under pn‘paration. 
(^) It was arranged through the Director of Public Instruction 
to set apart one period wt*ekly in each school for Waj* 
instruction, the Uaq and the lessons in the Phoitl 
forming the basis of such teaching. The book Conii ades 
in Arms” was introduced in th(‘ schools as a text book. 

(/•) The prize competitions in the //z/y, which took the form of 
War maps, puzzles or ruldles, poems and essays, orsubjer ts 
connected with the War i‘xeited much intiuest in boy and 
girl students, and in some instances as many as a thousand 
replies wore receive<l. Many of them won prizes. 

^d) During the summer vacation of 1918, the college students 
did a considerable amount of j^ropaganda work in their 
native towns and villages. The best organized w'as under 
Professor Hemmy, which under the name t)f the 
(roveunmeut College War New^s Association did an 
immense amount of useful work by delivering lectures 
an<l distributing literature provided by the Publicity 
Committee. 

I.<ectures were arrange^l in colleges and in schools of boys 
and girls. 

— Magic lantern lectures, 14 in number, were prepared 
and dcilivered to the public. They were in the form (d briefab.stracts, 
containing short accounts of the events and topics illustiated, in the 
slides. There were 54 sets of these, and each set packed in a box 
was sent W'ith a printed lecture to the di.stricts by turn. They dealt 
with the following subjects : — 

1 . The War and Palestine. 

2. Punjabi Heroes in the War. 

3* Oerman East Africa. 
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4. Ambulance and Red Orosn Work, 

5. The Campaign in Meaopotamia. 

6. Heroes of the War. 

7. Women and the War. 

8. The British a!»d the Allies. 

9. Egypt under the now Regime. 

10. Students and the War. 

1 1. (lorman East Africa under the new Regime. 

12. Helpers of Victory. 

18. The King-Emperors Activities in the War. 

KuteriainnientH and Krlttbifions , — This had a separate 
Sub-Committee, but the work was mostly done through the District 
Committee, and with the aid of Missionary bodies, Anjumans, Sabhas, 
and the Young Men's Christian Association. Special gatherings 
were organized, at which lectures were delivered, poems recited, and 
songs and bhajans sung, and this was especially the case on the 
occasion of the fourth anniversary of the War Fairs and other 
suitable occasions were also utilized for this purpose. Five MmhairnA 
or poetical contests (two in Punjabi, two in Uixlu, one in both 
languages) were arranged in Lahore, and were attended by large 
gatherings and created great enthusiasm. Even Europeans were 
drawn to them, ajjid one of these was favoured by the presence of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The fifth and last contest was held on the 
15th December, 1918, in honour of the Allied Victory. Several 
districts followed Lahore in holding these War Mmhaint^. Apart 
from these, dramatic porforinaiices wore given at Multan and Lahore 
and a special War drama was prepared in collaboration with a number 
of leading poets and dramatists. The signing of the Armistice was 
an occasion which was duly celebrated all over the province. Melm 
and taUm were organized in all the towns and villages, sweets were 
given to children, charity distributed, prayers offered, fireworks 
displayed, and houses and streets illuminated and decorated with 
Hags and bunting. On the 27th November, 1918, Mdm were held 
in every district. >The Provincial Committee issued special^ victoi7 
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posters and placards and not only placai'ded Lahore on the night 
of the 12th November, 1918, to announce the collapse of Germany 
but they organized a victory procession which formed an interesting 
feature of the popular rejoicing in Lahore. 

Propaganda among If omen , — This was carried on under a 
Sub-Committee which was composed of Mrs. Caleb, Miss Stmtford, 
and Miss Bose. Under their supervision the Iloq and PAool were 
utilized for educational purposes by all the institutions for girls. 
These were encouraged to take a part in prize competitions in the 
Haq. Purdah ladies were invited to the schools on the occasion of 
the delivery of magic lantern and other lectures. A lady lecturer 
made a tour from school to school during the summer vacation. 
School teachers were encouraged to give assistance in reading and 
writing letters for illiterate women in the villages in the absence Of 
their relatives who had gone to the front. 


District Work. 

Something or other in the way of propaganda work was done by 
every district in the Punjab, but in the Report of the Provincial 
Publicity Committee special credit is given to the activities of 
Multan, Shahpura, Karaal, Jullunder. Hoshiarpur, Jheluin, Jhang, 
Kangra, Ludhiana, and Lyallpur. All the districts engaged more or 
less vigorously in the circulation of the Haq, in getting up War 
lectures: some of them organized their own Mmluiiran and brought 
out independent War journals. Multan took 4,500 copies per issue 
of the Haq, which was the largest indent in the province, and 
engaged readers to read it in temples and at fairs. Jhang made 
special and effective arrangements for the distribution of t]tie Haq 
and its supply to Dharamsalas and Mosques. Kangra, besides taking 
3,060 copies of the Haq, issued Hindi and Urdu leaflets. It stuck 
up special boards for posters and placards, and made elaborate 
preparations for the Victory celebmtions. Jullunder went in for 
3,000 copies of the Haq in English and 500 in Qurmukhi and engaged 
52 general lecturers. It held a Mmhaira with 30 poets, the Baizada 
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Bhagat Bam giving them two gold medalw aw pri;5es. On Victory 
Day a fail- was held, at which musical performances formed a special 
feature. Lyallpur had a varied programme. It arranged for 
Mushaircm and magic lantern shows on Hoi*se and Cattle Fair days. 
Its general and educational lectures included a competition on 
War lessons, encouragement ofSocratic questionings byZamindai-s at 
informal discussions with administrative educational officers. All 
these districts had independent journals, while Ferozepur had three 
local journals, the Jangi Peahwa, Sikh and th(j Mmlim Gazette. 

Hoshiarpur besides subscribing for 3,000 copies of the Haq also 
distributed special pamphlets connected with general matters, as all 
classes were inflicted with an apathy which seemed peculiar to the 
district. Tin- legal profession could with difficulty be persuaded to 
purchase 15 copies (»f the Montagu-Chelmsford Reform Scheme. 
Propaganda work had, as a matter of fact, to be taken in hand by the 
judicial officers. In spite of numerous discouragements and drawbacks, 
a good deal of useful work was done all over the Province not 
only in enlight<miug the people on matters connected with the War 
but in imparting to th(Mn a fair amount of knowledge of the affairs 
of everyday life. Recruiting and War Loans and Charity Funds of 
sorts greatly benefited by the activities of the District Public Boaixls, 
which further hooped to stimulate a spirit of loyalty to Government 
and patriotism to the la nd of their birth. 

Native States. 

The Native States, big and small, heartily co-operated with the 
»)fficialw in the Punjab in Publicity Work, just as they did in other 
matters. Each of them invested in a number of copies of the Haq for 
fr(‘e distribution to the public. Kashmir organized one local Committee 
in Srinagar and another in Jammu and branch Committees in the 
important districts. In Kapurthala a State Committee was formed 
with five Sub-Committees and the local journal, the Akhar, frequently 
reproduced matter from the Haq and tried to combat absurd War 
rumours. Faridkot organized a series of lectures and regularly sent 
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oat a body of (preachers aad musicians) into the oountiy and 

especially encouraged the composition and recitation of loyal poems. 
Poonch opened out a Reading Room in the Mandi Hall, where English 
and Vernacular papers were available to the general public. A series 
of lectures were arranged and prize essays were invited on War subjects 
and suitable posters were issued. Jind, Kalsia, Bhagat, and Bushahr 
each in their own way engaged in Publicity Work. 

Miscellaneous. 

'fhe Provincial Publicity Committee dealt with about 100 
applications for employment in India and overseas during the War. 
With the approval of the Local Government, a medal was struck, called 
the “ Uaq Badge of Honour*' and was awarded to students and others 
who had taken an interest in the Htiq and other activities of the 
Committee. The actual exponditiu’o on propaganda work up to the 
end of March, 1919, amounted in round numbers to Rs. 2,18,000, and 
the actual income to about Rs. 34,000, leaving a- net expenditure of 
Hs. 1,84,000. So great was the value attached to Publicity Work done 
during the War, that it has been decided to keep up this department 
during peace times. Mr. E, Candler holds the office of Publicity Officer 
and has been helpful to the writer in kindly securing information 
wanted by him. 
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Note on the War Services of the Central Provinces. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

No review of the War efforts made by these IVovincesis possible 
without some account of the difficulties under which these efforts were 
made. The population of these Provinces presents an extraordinary 
variety of castes and tribes, having no Military traditions or connections 
of their own. For this reason, there existed an enormous amount of 
inertia and prejudice against War efforts in general and recruitment 
in particular. But despite these difficulties, the Province rendered 
invaluable services to the Empire at large. It will be convenient to 
consider these services under the general headings of men and money. 

Effort in Man Power. 

During the first two years of the War the Government of India 
employed the normal system of “ class ” recruitment. This method 
of recruitment did not yield encoumging results and was given up in 
favour of the “ territorial ” system of recruitment. Colonel Crosthwaite 
was in charge of recruiting operations from the inception of this system 
and worked with the greatest zeal. He was cordially supported in 
the actual work of recruitment by the Assistant and District Assistant 
Recruiting Officers, by district officials and Local Committees of 
private gentlemen, without whose whole-hearted co-operation, success 
could never have been achieved, in a task which at first seemed 
hopeless. The Feudatory States took an active part in obtaining 
recruits and sent 838 recruits, 73 of whom were combatants, l^his 
Province, excluding the Feudatory States, sent 15,071 medically 
passed recruits (/.<?., 64% of the eligible men). 
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(VO 'l'host‘ figujv« will appear reniarkable when the diffienlties 
which hful to b(" overcoiin' are recognized. The idea of service in the 
Army was iinfamilijir to the people of the Provineis as there was very 
little recruiting for th(5 Anny in the Province bi^fore the War. The 
Province* does not include any of the classi's from which combatants 
were drawn, except a few Mahrattas and Mahome<lans in Berar and 
the Nagpur country. The difficulty was enhanced by the coijiplete 
absen(!e of Regimental connections. Consequently rcH'.ruiting was an 
entirely new feature, and most of the recruits werc^ for T^ibour Corps 
and similar bodies. All tilings taken tog(‘ther, it can be claimed for 
the Province* that the recruiting campaign was a success. Of all the* 
non-officials who rendered loyal and patriotic service in this cause, tin* 
name of the late Rai Bahadur B. 1). Shukul, Honorary Secretary of 
the Provincial Recruiting Board, deserves special mention. 


Part played hy Government Servants. 

{i) In response to the increased demand for British Officers, 
Government released 400 Government servants from various Civil 
Departments for Military duty, of whom fif) British Oflficei*s received 
Commissions in the 1. A. R. O. The following list of officers who 
won distinction on the field will bear testimony to the splendid work 
these officers did. 

List. 


1 . 

2. 

:i 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 


AVz/We. 

Mr. S. T. D. Wallace 
Colonel J. P. Blakeway, R. E. 
Bt. Lt.-Colonel H. del Pollaixl 


77/ e kind nf dldincfion, 

... V. C. 

... C M. G. 


Lowsley, R.E., C.LE., 

Bt. Lt.-Colonel R. A. Lloyd, I.M.S. 

Captain J. D. Napier Clavering 
Mr. L. J. Peek ... 

Captain H. H. Taylor ... • ... 

Captain A, R. Pollard 
Bosifles sev(*ral were mentioned in despatcl 


1), S. O. and M. B. 
D. S. 0. 

M. C. 

M. C. 

M. C, 

M. B. E. 


E. 
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The Oovermnent staff had been seriously depleted by the 
pn)cess of recruitment and groat difficulty was consequently felt in 
candying on the administration of the Province. Those who remained 
behind had to do double work often to the detriment of their health. 
But they cheerfully responded to the heavy demands on their energies 
and the manner in which they carried on the work of administration 
calls for admiration. 


Women's War Work. 

It was not alone the men who did their share towards India’s 
War efforts. Indian women, like their brothers, did whatever they 
could to aid in the prosecution of the War. It is hardly necessary to say 
that the Indian women were, from the early months of the War, buoyed 
up and sustained in their efforts by the heroic and inspiring example 
of the English and the Anglo-Indian women in India, whose energies 
were largely occupied in supplying comforts for the troops in various 
parts of India and Mesopotamia. It is not possible to give a detailed 
account of the tremendous amount of useful work done by women in 
Ihdia in the space of this short note. The most remarkable feature 
of the voluntary work undertaken by women here, was the generosity 
with which they worked on the Canteen establishments, Militarj" 
Hospitals and Convalescent Homes in the Province. The extra 
comfort provided at these places and the kindness shown were greatly 
appreciated by the men, and on the whole it may be sfiid that women 
in the Central Provinces performed valuable service in the War, 
despite lack of those opportunities which are peculiar to bigger 
Provinces or Presidencies, The note would remain incomplete without 
a reference to the personal interest which Lady Robertson took in 
the various activities and the encouragement she gave to workera all 
over the Province. Following are a few of the host of women 
workers in the Province, who rendered conspicuous service in the War 
efforts : — 

1. Mrs. O. Standen, o.Vi.E. 

2. Iviidy J. Dadabhoy, (i.u.e. 
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3. Mrs. I. MacFadyon, 

4. Mrs. H. Rnsluinji Faridoonji 

5. Mrs. Booker, M.H.E. 

(). Miss S. Chaudhari. 

7. Mrs. Chatterton. 

8. Mrs. Gittinzs, M.B.E. 

9. Mrs. M. Imric, M.h.e. 

10. ' Mrs. Zal. 

11. Mrs. Dick. 

12. Mrs. Willis. 

13. Miss N. Standon. 

14. Mrs. Gardiner. 

15. Mrs. ILniiirigway. 


Effort in Money. 

It is not only in man-power that this Province made a great 
effort during the War. In view of its comparative poverty, the 
province made a considerable contribution in money. 

(^/) frtfr Loam , — ^It is sufficient to say that India found 
herself able to make a free gift of 100 millions towards 
alleviating, in some measure, the heavy burden borne 
by the Imperial Government. The Government of India, 
therefore, undertook to raise as much as possible of their 
100 millions contribution by offering a loan in India. 
This was designed to attract not only persons already 
familiar with Government securities, but also those who 
are in the habit of hoarding precious metals. The 
response given by the people of this Province exceeded 
the most sanguine expectations. The total War Loan 
subscriptions amounted to about Rs. 3^ crores. 

(4) War ChariUes . — Mention must be made of generous 
contributions by public bodies and by individuals. The 
funds under which Red Cross work was carried on were 
mainly raiscMl from this source. Total amount of War 
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charitic\s, including .subscrij)tions to tlic Imperial Relied* 
Fund, amounted to Rh. 55, ‘147, a record e>f which the 
Province has no retuson to be ashamed. The success 
was mainly (iue to the personal interest taken by Lady 
Robertson, wlio had started a special Fund. Besides 
these aubscriptions, donations in kind wer(‘ also recidved. 
A magnificent amount of Rs. (>,50,000 was raised for the 
“Our-])ay” Fund, and Rs. (>4.()1() for (du* Silver \V(Hlding 
Fund as a result of an ap]H‘al by Lady ('helmsford. All 
this money wj\s spent on supplies of couifoi ts for the 
sick and the wounded, in the Province and elsewhere. 

Part i»LAYKn nv thk Feudatory (JniEKs. 

In money contributions as well as gilts of all kinds, thes(* Chiefs 
])layed a worthy part. Their wholehearted assistance began with 
the outbreak of the War and continued up to the moment of its 
close. They supplied 8 motor ambulance's and 2 launches and their 
subscriptions towards various Funds amounted to Rs. 5,59,457. The 
ladies of these States played a very impt)rtant part in collecting 
subscriptions by opening separate subscription lists. Of all thcj 
Chiefs, the late Maharaja Bahiulur Raghunath Saran Singh Deo of 
Sirguja and his son, the present Maharaja Ramanuj Saran Deo, 
deserve sp(*cial mention for the powerful a.ssistance they gave, 
throughout. 

Statement showing contributions in men, matcn-ial, and money 
made by the Central Provinces [A'udatory States towards the War. 

yy . IVa If nr Lottifs Lafjdttrers^ Molar 

jSnNta of iS/nIr, 

tifiljffcriplioit, and Botnh, and Andmlaarrn, 

FoftoicerK, 


Raster 


Rs. 

l,55,5()2 


Rs. 

a, 44, 500 


10 


f2 Ambiilances. 
Ijiiuiich. 
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Combalanlx, 

nf Slate, 

War 

Salmyription, 

War Loauft 

and Bonds. 

Labourers 

and 

Followers. 

Motor 

.1 mbulanees. 


Rs. 

Rs. 



Kankcr 

18,()25 

34,525 

9 

1 Ambulance. 

Sirguja 

1,83,113 

2,65,540 

254 j 

1 Ambulance. 
.1 Launch. 

Udaipur 

26,438 

1,69,100 

126 

1 Ambulance. 

Jashpur 

36,558 

15,177 

329 

1 Ambulance. 

Kaigarh 

27,260 

1,35,566 

32 

1 Ambulance. 

Sarangarh . . . 

14,578 

1,33,119 

13 


Makrai 

1,000 

10,000 

. . . 


Sakti 

7,497 

84,214 

4 


Kawardha 

12,931 

37,859 

7 


Khairagarh . . . 

17,395 

86,633 

36 

1 Ambidance. 

Korea 

7,873 

45,463 

10 


Nandgaon ... 

39,683 

5,95,977 

162 


Chhuikhadan. 

9,404 

52,000 

4 


Changhhakar. 

540 

... 

1 


Total. ... 

*• 5,59,457 

19,69,673 

997 

8 Ambulances 


and 

2 Launches. 
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CHAPTER 1 I. 


Kh:t^RlT|TrN(} FOR THE ARMY IN THE (CENTRAL 
PROVINCES AND RERAR. 

Durixg tli(‘ first two y^^ars of the War, the CJovi*rrnnent of Iiulia 
employed th<^ normal system of “ class ” recruitment. Piider 
that system military oftici‘rs, detailed from reoimeutal duty, 
nicruit particular fighting classes within certain specified an‘as. 
Non-combatant recruitment was in the bands of the various branches 
of Army Hi*ad(|uartcrs and of tin* Railway Board. 'Phere had been 
lit lie attempt to raise men from the non-military provinces - amongst 
which ma\ bt* included tin* Central Provinces and Berar. 

In ( )<‘t liber, I OK), the (fovernmt‘nt of India decided that the entire 
control of all recruiting should be \(*sted in the Adjutant-! hmeral, 
and in March, 1017, it was decided to transform the “class'’ 
svsiHin intoonii of “territorial ” rt*cruitment. Ibuha* the “ b'lritorial” 
arrangmiKMit a Divisional Recruiting Officer is (■hai‘g(‘d with all 
recruiting in a province or part of a province, and is giv(*n an 
adinpiate number o( Assistant Recruiting Otficers for groups of civil 
districts. Cndc*!’ the Assistant Recruiting Otficers an* District 
Assistants, mu* or more being allottisl to each district. Divisional 
and Assistant. Recruiting Otficers are a|)point(*d by His Excellency the 
(^unman(l(*r-in-Chi(*f, and District Assistants by the Ijocral (lovernment 
or Administration. 'Pho object of this organization is the combination 
of th(‘ forci's of t he <*i\il and military anthoriti(*s in one co-onlinated 
r(*c?'uiting agency. 

In March, 1017, this new syst(*m was applied to the Bombay 
Presidency and, for a time Berar was included in the area allotted to 
flu* Divisional Recruiting Officer, Poona. But though, in May <d' the 
same yeir, the Ad jntant-( Jeneral had ])ropos(‘d to inaugurate* the 
“territoiial” system) of n*('nntme*nt in thi* ( V*ntral PreiviiieM\'s and tei 
inebide all the‘ l(‘)’riteivv administe‘re*el by the* Hon’ble* the* (liief 
(^)mmissioner in e)ne “ Ke*,cniiting Divisiem,” the* a])pointme‘nt e)fthe 
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(Toverninpiit of I.n<lia/s C\‘ntrnl R**criiitin^ Board, in June, and fche 
formation of t ho Central Provinces War Hi>ard, in July, were events 
antecedent to the provision of a local r<‘cniitin^ staff, appointed by Hi.s 
Excellency the Coinmander-in-f^hief. 

1'he districts of Berar are not altogether without military 
traditions an<l connections of their own : and even before March, 19J7, 
im‘n from Berjir wei-c to be founri in the ranks of those regiments 
whie-h r(‘cruit Mahrattas and Mahoinedans from the Deccan. But the 
idea of service in the Army was unfamiliar to the people of the 
Oei»tral Provinces. And when, in August of 1917, the first liemand 
for men came from the Cent.ral Recruiting Board there were, in the 
Indian Army, only dOO men belonging to the Central Provinces and 
Berar. Not half this iiumher vven^ combatants. 

The Central Recruiting Board’s demand of August, 1917, was for 
1,140 men at oare for the 2nd Ijabotir Corps and the 4th Porter Corps, 
to be followed by a monthly quota of 1,070 recruits, including 320 
combatants. At this rate, 20,040 recruits would be wanted in a year, 
a number which yields an ineiclence of 81'^ on the male population of 
the Province* betw(*e,n the ages of 18 and 35, men below or above 
those ages not being eligibh* for service in any branch of the Army. 
The War has been won, and it may be interesting to record that the 
quotas assigned to Madras, Bengal, Burma, and Behar and Orissa 
yielded similar incidences of 97, 27, 35 and 7 1 , respectively. It seemed 
clear that the capacity tht* Conlral Provinces and Berar had not 
been undert'sti mated by the Central Recruiting Board ; but, for obvious 
rea.sons, uo definit<' i*eply could be made to that Board's enquiry as to 
whether the quota fix(*d for the Province was too heavy or not. The 
only assurance that could be given was that every effort would be 
made to find the men. “ It is recognized,” wrote the Central Board, 
“that the total number required is a formidable one. The question 
is one of ways and means.” 

Thn rfoverninont of India had made known their desire that the 
organization of recruiting for the Army should be dealt with on broad 
and comprehensive lines; and the Central Provinces War Board lost 
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rio .tinip in getting ti» work. Recruiting Cinninittce.s, oonipKsed of 
officials anti non-officials, wore formed tor civil divisions, for districts, 
and for groups of village'*: posters and [)amphlots were issuetl by 
thousands ; a fortnightly “ Recruiting News ” was started in order to 
influence public opinion : and steps wtjre taken to trace out and bring 
bat'.k from overseas men belonging to the Province who had already 
enlisted in the Army, for it was hopetl that sueh men, if willing, 
would make,* gootl rt'cruiters. It is a significant fact tliat only six men 
could be* found who were willing to return. 

During July, August, September, and Ociobm*, lfH7, recruils 
obtained in this Pit)vinee, luul to be despatched to the recruiting 
officei's of oth<*r Provinces for enrolment, for during tho,se months the 
Provinetj had no divisional rc“cruiting .st;atf. 'Powards th(‘ (Jose of 
October, DM 7, the f on eminent of India (Communicated their sanction 
to the formation of the Central Provinces and Berar into a distinct 
'‘divisional n^crui ting area.’* Th(» Adjutant-Oeneral ami the Hoii’ble 
the ( -hief (^)mmissiorier had, meanwhile, arranged for the appointment 
ofa Divisional Recruiting Officer, who was to act as a link betwtieii 
them and to Im* responsibh; for the direction of civil as well as military 
recruiting activities within the Province. The appointments of the 
Divi.sioiial Kt'cruiting Officer and of two Assistant Recruiting Officers 
were gaz(»tted on ()etol>er 2.*h-(i. By the end of the same mouth tlie 
2nd Tjahour f\»rps and 4th Por((‘r Corps had come from Rawalpindi 
and FVzahad lo Juhluilpore and Kampte(\ respectively, a move ih.- 
necessity for which will he midersioiul wJicn it is (explained that the 
Central Recruiting Boaid had made this Province solely responsible 
for the supply of men r(‘<|uired to keep these two formations in the 
field. 

To plac^e recruits to the best advaiitagt^ to themselves and to the 
Statfi requires a certain amount i»f (;xperit;nce and a kiiowdedge of 
Army r(jq ui remen ts. The Divisituial R(*eruiting Officer had been 
through a course of training at Poona, but his staff were not so 
ku'tunate. Time was a giv'ar object, and it was expediiuit to pa.ss all 
recruits through the clearing depOt and htiad recruiting office which 
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ihc Provincial War Board had provided at Jubbulporc. Moivovi^r, 
the first recruits from the quiet villages of the Central Provinces 
embarked, it must always be remembered, upon what was, to them, a 
wonderful, if not a terrible adventure. A number of stout hearts, it 
is true, exprt^ssed eagerness to be sent to a bayonet Paltan. But the 
great majority of pioneer recruits elected for the 2nd Labour Corps, 
for vservice in that Corps was the most highly paid, and there was the 
dep6t in Jubbulpore before their eyes. 

By th(‘ end of .lanuary, 1918, the recruiting campaign had made 
considerable pi’ogiess. The recruiting stall was complete, and the 
depot of the 2nd Labour Coi*ps was lull to overfiowing. But, at 
Kamptee, the 4th Porter Corps, with its lower rate of pay, had 
attracted only a few recruits of an inferior type. It was then 
decided to make Jubbulpore the Headquarters of a Central Labour 
Res(irv(* to consist of 2,000 men ; an<l, at the reqm^st of Army 
Headquarters, the construction of the necessary barracks and oflices 
>Nas undertaken by the Central Jh'ovinces War Board. The Military 
Works Department had, by this time, enlarged and improved tin* 
barracks of the 4th Porter (^)rps at Kamptee ; and, in February, 
(loverument decided to put men in Labour and Porter Corps upon 
the same footing with regard to pay, gratuity, and pension. It had 
now becouK' clear that the recruiting organization of the Province 
could be relied on for a sufficient number of men, and it was possible 
to agree to a proposal, made by the Superintendent of Technical 
Recruitment, that a Rciilway Training Camp should be formed and 
woi’ked in (‘oniK^ction with the Central Labour Restu've. From 
Maich onwai*<ls tin* recniitm<mt of labourers ami porters procec^ded 
regularly and smoothly. 1'he Jubbiilpoie depot ])rovided 
reiuforeeimaits fur tht* 2nd Labour Corps (Mesopotamia); about half 
the men required to complete the 100th Corps (Persia), and 
subsequent reinforcements ; and the whole ot tlu‘ 108r(l Corps 
(Persia', e.xcluding officers. The Kamptee depot supplied drafts for 
thi‘ 4th and Nth Porter Corps (Mesopotamia), and also the men 
wanted foi* a special Arsenal Corps tor service in India. In addition, 
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about 700 uuui, selected tVoni tho two depOts, were accepted at the 
Railway 'I'rainino Camp from which, after instruction, some have 
)j!*ocecd(‘d and othiTs will proceed overseas tor work on new railways 
in Pah‘stim*, M<*sopotainia. and East Atrica. It must be recorded 
that, whi'ther in India or ovei*seas, the men of the territorial units 
allotted to this Pi’oviiice have earned the good opinion of all those 
wh<» have seen them at work. 

Willi regaril to combatant recruitment, the problem in Berar 
was how to improve upon methods based upon the employment of 
* regiineiilal reeruiling parties,” the members of which were seldom 
ac(juainted with the localities to which they were sent to find 
recruits. A few such parties had occasionally visited districts in the 
Central Piovinces : and results had not b(‘on happy. 

In the Central Provinces, moreover, the problem was made 
dirticull liy the e.ompleto absence of regimental connections. There 
were no soldiers, with the truth in them, to return to the villages, 
'fherc* W(‘re no soldiers at all. l^he establishment of recruiting 
committees wa-^ a great advantage ; for the written word could roach 
the iiKunbeis and they could pass on the spoken word. Instead of the 
“ reciuiting party,” the “ military recruiter” was employed. In other 
words, it was taken for granted that a first-hand knowledge of service 
in the Army would be the best possible recruiting advertisement ; 
and, with District i\.ssistant Recruiting Officei*s to look after local 
committ(*es, and local committee members to look aft(M* local 
‘Dnilitaiy reeiniters,” a system was adopted by ini'ans of which 
practically every i-etTuit was returned to his village. The very first 
recruits, obtained by the personal effort of a few Government Officers, 
went to the 2nd Labour Corps. After a short term of service, they 
were sent back to their villages; and they brought in n^cruits. The 
system, which has, since its inception, been stimuli ly pursued in this 
Province, was souK^tiines broken by demands upon the depots which 
observed (‘Very man ayailable. But, on llie whole, it worked well 
both in Berar and in the Canitral Pro\inc(‘s: and, iiy degrees, a 
growing connection was established with the Royal Artillery De}x^t at 
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Jubbulpore, and with certain regiments thrown open, for the first 
time, to recruits from the Central Provinces and Berar. 

It may be asked whether the curve of recruiting in this Province 
was on the upward or the downward grade when the War ended. 
The order to stop recruiting was issued on the 20th November, 1918, 
and by tl\at date the Province had sent otF 15,909 men for service in 
the Army. 5,491 of whom w^ere combatants. These latter were 
distributed amongst 89 different units, and men from amongst them 
went to M(\sopoiamia, Persia, Palestine, Egypt, Salonika, France, and 
Italy. 2,500 went to the Royal Artillery as Horse Drivers, 382 to the 
1 11 th Mahars, 327 to the I03rd Mahrattas, 167 to the 116th Mahrattas, 
167 to the 2/98th Infantry, 166 to the Mechanical Transport School at 
Meerut, 158 to the 2/94th Infaiitry, 142 to the 2/lst Brahmins, and 
so on, with various contributions such as 48 to the 20th Deccan 
Horse. About 4,000 imm went to the Labour Corps, and a like 
number to the Porter Corps ; while amongst other non-combatant 
units the Syce Corps at Sehore, and the Army Bearer Corps proved 
the most attractive. 32 educated men went to the School for 
Reginnuital Chuks at Kamptee. The non-combatant recruits from 
this Province wore spread over 41 different depots and units. During 
the fimt twenty days of November, 1918, 1,200 recruits were enrolled, 
and the recruiting curves, combatant and non-combatant, were 
climbing when recruitinjf ceased. 

At Mr. Marten’s census of 1911, no less than 150 different names 
of languages ami dialects wore recorded; and, when it is remembered 
that one out of every sixteen persons resident in the Province is an 
immigrant, it will be understood how apt was the late Mr. RusselFs 
description of the Province as ‘*a microcosm of the rest of India.'* In 
accordance with the wishes of the Central Recruiting Board, all 
recruits obtained in but born outside the Province were, so long as 
recruiting lusted, *\\cluded from the published monthly returns. But 
the great majorii y of such recruits are, as a matter of fact, residents of 
the Central Provinces and Berar. And the figures given in the 
preceding |Kiragraph are an accurate representation of local effort. 
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•A statement of recruiting r<;sitltH by districts is submitted with 
this report. The Feudatory States produced 8^8 recruits, 78 of which 
number were combatants, Bomr sent in 2,365 combatants, the 
Jubbulpore Division 1,508, the Nerbudda Division 996, the Nagpur 
Division 283, and the Chhattisgarh Division 266. Taking the 
combatant and non-combatant totals together the oi'tler is: — 

1. Benxr ... ... ... 4,665 

2. Jubbulpore ... ... ... 4,323 

3. Nerbudda ... ... 3,059 

4. Nagpur ... ... 1,749 

5. Chhatisgarh ... ... ... 1,275 

An extraordinary variety of castes and tribes appear in the 
recruiting registers. Mahomedans 25,000, Biahmins 1,050, Gonds 
1,012, Rajputs 800, Christians 503, Mahrattiis 409, take the lead; and 
after them arc Mahars, Ahirs, Chamars, Tclis, Pankas, Korkus, Oraons, 
and so forth, down to Korwas, — the people who will shoot arrows 
into a river which has drowned their relatives. 

Many people have asked whethiu* recruiting results in this 
Province compare favourably with the results obtained elsewhere in 
India. Comparisons are odious and, it may be pleaded, difficult to 
make. However, in the case of the Bombay Presidency where 
“recruiting parties belonging to the Mahratta Regiments have long 
been familiar, it is on record that the total uuniberof recruits secured 
in 1917 was 22,304. Now there are 4,693,200 men bt*tween the ages 
of 18 and 35 in the Bombay Presidency, and 2,477,000 such men in the 
Central Provinces and Berar. It will be seen, therefore, that in 
1917, the Bombay Presidency recruited 48^ of the men eligible, 
w hile the Central Provinces in what can, at most, be taken as the 
equivalent of a full year’s work, recruited 64%. All things considered, 
it may be claimed by the people of this Province that their recruiting 
campaign has been a success. This success has been brought about by 
nkany willing workers. Very active and sympathetic support has 
been given by Army Headquarter, by the Administration, by 
Commissioners of Divisions, and by the Members of the Provincial 
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imposi*(l u|)‘»ii a «icj)lett»fl staff of District Officers ; hut, without the 
;>[eiu‘nnis assis|/uiec of District Officers nothing coulH have l>eefi 
aeeo!a|)lish(‘<l. Private -(‘utlnineii have st'CiirerJ nsaaiits, an<l s<> have 
Rt'eriiitin^ Corninilt-ees. es])e(!ially ii» Berar. The organization w^hieh 
obtains reeniits is ciunplex : and unless all the pirts an' in order tin' 
ineehanisin wdll not \v<»rk. Recruiting' is a «tuestion of eo-operation, 
ol £(ood-wdll, and of balance; and this asp'cL of the matter has been 
well undersb^od by Assistant and District Assistant Recruiting Officers 
who, one and all, w'ork<‘d with notable z<‘a.l and energy. 

Lastly, all who have tri<‘d w'ill agree that recruiting is no easy 
matter. Many a man has sjx'iit time and money in an attempt to 
get recruits, and has deserved succe.ss without being able to command 
it. More than ‘17,000 men reached the recruiting tlepots but only 
lo.OOO could pass the pr<*scribe<l medical examination. It is impj)ssiblo 
to mention in this n^iort all those wdio have taken a worthy part 
in the recruiting c'ainpaign : and, in this (ionnection, a se])arate 
communication wdll be imvie to the Administi'ation. 


RBCRurrrxo results ik tub ckntral provinces 
ANT) BKRAR. 


NrMHEH KNLISTKI) I P TO 20TH NoVEMUER, 1918. 


No. 

<n' Sftih\ 

NjiiUifjHhutf X. 

hiiOmt r('t'.s. 


Total. 

1. 

Amraoti 

1,181 

708 

829 

2.108 

2. 

•fnbbnlpore 

754 

748 

420 

1,922 

8. 

Saiigor 

515 

58() 

270 

1 ,87 1 

4. 

Akola 

012 

809 

1 15 

1 .09(i 

5. 

Xiniar 

415 

850 

208 

1,028 

0. 

Koshangabad ... 

:15() 

859 

200 

909 

7. 

Biildana 

4:i(i 

88:J 

158 

922 

8. 

Nagpiii’ 

210 

487 

f)8 

705 

9. 

Raipur 

108 

8()7 

70 

540 

10. 

VTeotmal 

180 

285 

58 

479 

11. 

Chhindwaia ... 

112 

209 

28 - 

409 
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Xo. 

DUtriH or 

Cimhatant*. 

Ldititnrfr*. 

Fofhwfn. 

Tola!. 

12. 

Bilaspur 

78 

287 

33 

398 

13. 

Damoh 

98 

208 

85 

391 

14. 

Chanda 

8 

379 

. . . 

387 

16. 

VVardha 

16 

338 

2 

356 

16. 

Betnl 

66 

273 

22 

351 

17. 

Drug 

85 

224 

28 

337 

18. 

Seoni 

83 

202 

85 

320 

in. 

Mandia 

58 

210 

51 

319 

20. 

Narsinghpur ... 

63 

200 

89 

302 

21. 

Balaghat 

22 

88 

12 

122 

22. 

Bhandara 

27 

90 

2 

119 


Total ... 

5,418 

7,310 

2,343 

15,071 

1. 

Jaahpur 

2 

327 

. . . 

329 

2. 

Sirguja 

13 

240 

1 

254 

3. 

Udaipur 

18 

44 

2 

64 

4. 

Rajnandgaon ... 

17 

41 

6 

64 

5. 

Khairagarh 

6 

21 

9 

36 

6. 

Raigarh 

2 

29 

1 

32 

7. 

Sarangarh 

1 

11 

1 

13 

8. 

Korea 

6 

3 

1 

10 

9. 

Bastar 


8 

2 

10 

10. 

Kanker 

1 

6 

2 

9 

11. 

KawaixJha 

2 

3 

2 

7 

12. 

Sakti 

1 

3 


4 

13. 

Chhuikhadan ... 

2 

. . . 

2 

4 

14. 

Changbhaker ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

16. 

Makrai 

1 

... 


1 


Total 

73 

736 

29 

838 


Grand Total ... 

5,491 

8,046 

2,372 

15,909 
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